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Week Two
Christ as the Physician and the Bridegroom

Hymns: E170

Scripture Reading: Matt. 9:10-13, 15; Rev. 19:7-9

Matt. 9:10 And as He was reclining at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and
reclined together with Jesus and His disciples.

Matt. 9:11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, Why does your Teacher eat with the
tax collectors and sinners?

Matt. 9:12 Now when He heard this, He said, Those who are strong have no need of a physician, but those
who are ill.

Matt. 9:13 But go and learn what this means, "I desire mercy and not sacrifice,” for I did not come to call
the righteous, but sinners.

Matt. 9:15 And Jesus said to them, The sons of the bridechamber cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom
is with them, can they? But days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them,
and then they will fast.

Rev. 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready.

Rev. 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine
linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Rev. 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb.
And he said to me, These are the true words of God.

§ Day 1
I. The Gospel of Matthew reveals that Christ is versus religion
and that the things concerning Christ are outside of religion:

A.The birth of Christ, the finding of Christ, the recommending of Christ, and
the following of Christ were all outside of religion—1:18-23; 2:1-12; 3:1-
12; 4:12-22.

B. Any thought of doing things miraculously in religion is a temptation of the
devil—vv. 5-7.
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= EAEAAHER, AESREMT—N12, 15, C. As the Physician and the Bridegroom, Christ is versus religion—9:12, 15.

Y FIRRIMEHE R, AEEE®HMEF— D.The Lord Jesus does not care for religious tradition; He cares for inward
+ A1~ 20, reality—15:1-20.

[(A_] § Day 2
NHRAFTEFT=FH%, &7 X% 1. Matthew 9:10-13 indicates that we may experience and
FERTMEEA: enjoy Christ as the Physician:

— FHSRAEMRIRAE B E B ARMAMEE L Alncalling people to follow Him for the kingdom, the Lord Jesus ministered
RFELE, TEVEFHE, as a Physician, not a Judge.

Z HHEWFAREENL, EANESLA#E  B.Ajudge's judgment is according to righteousness, whereas a physician's
Vot Ao B healing is according to mercy and grace.

ZABERRBRAMEEAL, Eb, KA. &FHFI&  C Christ came to minister as a Physician, to heal, recover, enliven, and save us,
AN, RN T RN B RGN K, so that we might be reconstituted to be His new and heavenly citizens, with
A ALEZ IR L, Zar B RGE, whom He is establishing His heavenly kingdom on this corrupted earth.

M RMEFR, CREGRBN, RALA, D."But go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice'' —
RAFLER” —13 9 v. 13:

[(A=] § Day 3

1 EHREREIEFA TIERAVERR » BLEIEHYRIR - 1.The Lord Jesus heals our spiritual illness, the illness of sin.

2 TESES3EH [EIE &= SRR ~ fEERIERGT - 2.Between sin and death there are all kinds of illnesses, diseases, and

infirmities.

3 FHRERR R AR - AES T HEIETA] - 3.The Lord Jesus forgives our sins and also heals us in every way.

4 B TEFRN - WISKWIRHAE T VBN HES R L 4. As sinners, we are sick absolutely, for we are sick physically, spiritually,
g b~ EEE s OB E BA TR HEIRERX morally, and mentally, but Jesus, the Forgiver and the Physician, is able to
SRS K EAE » HIBEBE AT —VIRYER heal all our sicknesses.

5 FERMTVEAE » FEZAERNTR BIAERATSE 5.As our Physician, the Lord heals us mainly in our spirit and in our soul,
B IS K REETRA] - not mainly in our body.
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6. Although the Lord may or may not heal us in our body, He is always ready
to heal us in every part of our spirit and soul.

7.The healing of the Lord as our Physician is not mainly physical but
spiritual; He is the One who heals our spiritual sicknesses.

§ Day 4

E.Paul's experience in his later ministry helps us to have a proper

appreciation of Christ as the believers' Physician:
1.In 2 Timothy 4:20b Paul says, "Trophimus I left at Miletus sick."

2.The apostle Paul left such an intimate one in sickness without exercising
healing prayer for him.

3.Paul also did not execute his healing gift (Acts 19:11-12) to cure Timothy
of his stomach illness; rather, Paul instructed him to take the natural way
for healing (1 Tim. 5:23).

4.Paul encouraged Timothy to take a little wine, and he left Trophimus in
Miletus.

5.Paul cared for his co-workers in a very human way.

6. The reason Paul cared for them in this way is that, in a time of suffering,
Paul and his co-workers were under the discipline of the inner life rather
than under the power of the outward gift.

7.The former is of grace in life; the latter is of gift in power—miraculous power.

8.Paul's experience should help us to see that, for the most part, Christ's
healing today is for the spirit and the soul.

9.1f we see this vision, we will trust in Christ and experience Him as our
Physician.

F. As our Physician, Christ has healing authority:
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1. His healing is not simply a matter of power but also of authority.
2.There is no need for Him to touch us directly in order to heal us.

3.He needs only to speak a word, and His authority comes with His word to
heal us—Matt. 8:8.

4. Our Physician heals us with His authority.

§ Day 5

A LXK EThETERRETAEABAHMGE——AK I.In Matthew and Revelation Christ is revealed as the

15, BH/T~9:
— Rt AF—T#—F B IR
| XL ET » EEHEEREEK » B NS
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4 FEAHENERIE > WEE N ELETL -

O AFRETEIRBIESE S5 2 ANE—55 451

Bridegroom—Matt. 9:15; Rev. 19:7-9:

A.Matthew 25:1 is a further word concerning the Lord Jesus as the Bridegroom:

1. This verse reveals that the Lord will come back as the Bridegroom, as the
most pleasant and attractive person.

2.The Bible reveals that Christ is God embodied to have the bride.
3. Therefore, Christ's status is that of the Bridegroom.
4. As the Bridegroom, He is the pleasant person for our enjoyment.

5.We should appreciate Christ not only as our Physician for the recovery of
life but also as our Bridegroom for a living enjoyment in His presence.

§ Day 6

B.Revelation 19:7-9 unveils Christ as the Bridegroom:

1. These verses reveal that the Lord Jesus is the Lamb as the Bridegroom.
2.Christ is presented both as the Lamb and as the Bridegroom.

3.In the Gospel of John, Christ is revealed both as the Lamb who came to take
away sin and as the Bridegroom who came that He might have the bride.

4. The Lamb is for redemption, and the Bridegroom is for the wedding.
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5 BB CEFEABEEHINIRFM e T o LR 5.The redemption was accomplished by Christ as the Lamb of God, and the

TEESE AT BRI A I A T - wedding will take place when Christ as the coming Bridegroom takes His bride.
6 FEHEEHTED » S A AEAL ¢ FA AR A E i 6.As the Bridegroom, Christ must have a wedding; our position is that of
HIHNAL > Bk Z BB Ay 2 W BRI AL - the bride, and the position of the coming Christ is that of the Bridegroom.
T WATEAER BT ROV A - ar A UL S R = 7.We are on the earth being prepared to become the bride to meet Him,
R RIVEE TR ERT R TAT] - and He is on the throne in the third heaven prepared to come as the

Bridegroom to meet us.

8 HIEZRAEHEL - BA TR E XA A —— K71 - 8.He is coming as the Bridegroom, and we are going as the bride—Matt.
25:1.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 9:14-15 Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, Why do
we and the Pharisees fast much, but Your disciples do not fast? And Jesus
said to them, The sons of the bridechamber cannot mourn as long as the
bridegroom is with them, can they?...

From the record of Matthew we see that all things related to Christ took
place outside of religion. In that day Judaism was the genuine religion, the
religion founded according to God’s holy Word. But everything concerning
Christ took place outside of that. In other words, Christ had nothing to do with
religion.

The record of Matthew 1 tells how the birth of Christ was accomplished
outside of Jerusalem, away from the temple, having nothing to do with the holy
priests...God sent His angel to a little town in a despised country, Nazareth of
Galilee. He sent him to a girl, a virgin, in a poor family. Practically everything
related to this girl and her situation was outside of Jerusalem, the temple, and
the holy priesthood—the typical and genuine religion. The birth of Christ had
nothing to do with religion; it was absolutely accomplished outside of religion.
(CWWL, 1970, vol. 2, “Christ versus Religion,” p. 3)

Today’s Reading

Matthew 2 then proceeds to tell us how people found this Christ...He was
not found in Jerusalem; He was not found in the temple; neither was He found
by any priest or any holy people. We are all familiar with the account of the
heavenly star appearing in a pagan country to people with no Bible and no
genuine religion. We know also how those heathen magi exercised their natural
mind, concluding that the King of the Jews should be born in Jerusalem. In so
doing, they caused many young lives to be taken. But eventually, they found
Jesus...When they came to Jerusalem, King Herod called the chief priests and
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scribes, those who had the knowledge of the Bible. They all gave Herod the
proper and exact quotation, Micah 5:2, telling that Christ would be born in
Bethlehem. They had the knowledge, they had the exact scriptural references,
but none of them went to see Christ. They were for the Scriptures, they were
for the Bible, but they were not for Christ.

Matthew 3 relates to us the principle of the introducing of Christ—
this also is absolutely outside of religion. John the Baptist was the one who
recommended Christ to the people. He was born a priest, but he would not
remain in the priesthood; he would not stay in the temple or even in the city
of Jerusalem. We read that he was in the wilderness. He stayed in a wild place,
and even he himself became wild. He wore camel’s hair. The camel, according
to Leviticus 11, was an unclean animal.

John did not teach people about religion—he called on them to repent, to
change their mind, to change their concept about religion and culture. He did
not tell them to do something; he baptized them, he buried them, he terminated
them. John said, “I baptize you in water,...but He who is coming after me...will
baptize you in the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 3:11). [Jesus] was recommended by a wild
person in a wild way with nothing to do with religion.

Matthew 4 tells us that after Jesus was introduced, there were some dear
ones who followed Him. Who were they? The high priests? The scribes? No.
They were Galilean fishermen. Some were fishing in the sea, others were
mending their nets—they were unlearned people, but they followed Jesus.
They began to follow not in Jerusalem, not in the temple, and not even in
the Holy Land, but in Galilee, a place then considered as “of the Gentiles”
(v. 15)...The birth of Christ, the finding of Christ, the introducing of Christ,
and the following of Christ were entirely apart from religion...Jesus came:
He not only came in His birth, but He also came of age; He came forth to
minister; He presented Himself to the people...He came to the people;
there was no need to go and find Him. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 2, “Christ versus
Religion,” pp. 3-6)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol. 2, “Christ versus Religion,” ch. 1
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 9:10-11 And as He was reclining at table in the house, behold, many
tax collectors and sinners came and reclined together with Jesus and His
disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, Why
does your Teacher eat with the tax collectors and sinners?

The Lord took the opportunity given Him by the Pharisees’ question to give
a very sweet revelation of Himself as the Physician .."Those who are strong
have no need of a physician, but those who are ill” [Matt. 9:12]. The Lord was
telling the Pharisees that these tax collectors and sinners were patients, sick
ones, and that to them the Lord was not a Judge but a Physician, a Healer...A
judge’s judgment is according to righteousness, whereas a physician’s healing
is according to mercy and grace. Those whom He made people of His heavenly
kingdom were lepers (8:2-4), paralytics (vv. 5-13; 9:2-8), the fever-ridden
(8:14-15), the demon-possessed (vv. 16,28-32), those ill with all kinds of
diseases (v. 16), despised tax collectors, and sinners (9:9-11). Had He visited
these pitiful people as a Judge, all would have been condemned and rejected,
and none would have been qualified, selected, and called to be the people of
His heavenly kingdom. However, He came to minister as a Physician, to heal,
recover, enliven, and save them so that they might be reconstituted to be
His new and heavenly citizens, with whom He could establish His heavenly
kingdom on this corrupted earth...The self-righteous Pharisees did not realize
that they needed Him as a Physician. They considered themselves strong;
hence, blinded by their own self-righteousness, they did not know that they
were ill. (Life study of Matthew, pp. 311-312)

Today’s Reading
The self-righteous Pharisees criticized the Lord Jesus and condemned
all those unclean people. But the Lord seemed to say, “These people are not

unclean; they are sick. [ have not come as a Judge to condemn them but as a
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Physician, as their dear, lovely, intimate Healer.”...The Lord Jesus was...surely
indicating that the Pharisees, who thought that they were righteous, were
actually just as sick as the others were.

The Lord Jesus gave...a further word in Matthew 9:13: “Go and learn what
this means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice, for I did not come to call the
righteous, but sinners.” The self-righteous Pharisees were confident that they
knew all things concerning God. In order to humble them, the Lord told them
to learn more...Self-righteous men do not like to receive mercy or grace from
God; they prefer to give something to God. This is contrary to God’s way in His
economy. Just as God desires to show mercy to pitiful sinners, so He wants us to
show mercy in love to others (Micah 6:6-8; Mark 12:33).

There is none righteous, not even one (Rom. 3:10). All the “righteous” are
self-righteous, as were the Pharisees (Luke 18:9). The kingly Savior did not
come to call these, but sinners. The Pharisees were proud of their knowledge
of the Scriptures, and they thought that they knew the Bible very well. But here
the Lord Jesus told them to go and learn something, to learn the meaning of
the word “I desire mercy and not sacrifice.” The Lord seemed to be telling the
Pharisees, “You Pharisees are self-righteous, and you condemn these people
without mercy. But God desires mercy. Now is the time for Me to exercise God’s
mercy upon these pitiful people by being a Physician to them. I am not here as
a Judge. I am here as a lovely Physician taking care of their problems, and now I
am healing them.”

Blessed are those who do not think that they are righteous but who
recognize that they are sinful. The reason for this is that the Lord did not come
to call the righteous; He came to call the sinners. The Lord could say to the self-
righteous ones, “If you consider yourselves righteous, you are not suitable for
My coming, because My coming is for the sinners. Do not consider yourselves
to be righteous. Rather, you must realize how sinful you are. If you consider
yourselves as sinners, then you are ready for My coming.” (Life study of
Matthew, pp. 312-313)

Further Reading: Life study of Matthew, msg. 27
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 9:12-13 ...He said, Those who are strong have no need of a
physician, but those who are ill. But go and learn what this means, “I
desire mercy and not sacrifice,” for | did not come to call the righteous,
but sinners.

The Lord’s word in Matthew 9:13, addressed to the Pharisees, indicates that
the Lord Jesus heals man'’s spiritual illness, the illness of sin. Sin came first and
death follows. Between sin and death there are all kinds of illnesses, diseases,
and infirmities...As sinners, we are sick absolutely, for we are sick physically,
spiritually, morally, and mentally. But Jesus, the Forgiver and the Physician, is
able to heal all our sicknesses.

As our Physician, the Lord heals us mainly in our spirit and in our soul, not
mainly in our body. The tax collectors and sinners in Matthew 9:10 were not
physically sick; they were spiritually sick. While the Lord Jesus was feasting
with them, He was healing them spiritually. Likewise, although the Lord may or
may not heal us in our body, He is always ready to heal us in every part of our
spirit and soul. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2782-2783)

Today’s Reading

As the Physician, the Lord Jesus is not for the righteous but for sinners...
There is none righteous, not even one (Rom. 3:10).

The Lord’s use of the word righteous in Matthew 9:13 is related to the
matter of sins. This word also indicates that the healing of the Lord as our
Physician is not mainly physical but spiritual. He is the One who heals our
spiritual sicknesses. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2783)

Without the environment portrayed in Matthew 9:9-13, the Lord Jesus
would not have had the opportunity to reveal Himself as the Physician. The

2025 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 5



e RN AmERXT=EFHE, TEFE
o, T XA EER, UEEMAHRBFHA—FLE
i, tETHOEEL, AMEREMEATZHE L
K, TRBREAM. SEZEKEMAN]—FLE
M, Mgt EEMmAl. EMFERFERFEAR, “EA
FEANT, WMNEFHE, RAZEL, FHEE, K
ReEEBEHROA. RIIERRE TEEM, ALK
BEMRNIT R, BT EERI]. RELEZEH
EA, BREA; TEBXAN, BEHA. R1136E
W—H— XA —, LEFAN—L? R{1EEE
RAN—#, BLERAEZLERZTNIWEL, 7

DREE B EEREE, - RNERFZF
Z, FAERNMNAK L, BR ESCE ERRFR, &
e EEL, FEM. ~DABEE &
TEABIZFEWNH., ZUBEANELTERINNE
K, WEBEBHAM. MEEUZREAWE, &
AN E, EBERN, THFEEHEBERN; #A
FER—A1E, HEAAAR 2 E R IET R BT

RERKWINAREEWES. BRAKMEWR, “R
B —miE, KOWINARSEERE. 7 (A8

TR, BRAKRENR, “Kbz—PEXFEITH
A, WHEHFLZAERUT; RRER—A1E, Ml
G, B A KB iEH AN £, RTFEEET
k, WRRABEWR—HE, ROAR S IREOEHFAT. 7
ETWEERERAN, TEAGS, TTEARFE, - EH
Eie TRRENNFE, JIERAFHE,

(£) PFH, “HEFFEAN, EIOZLEHE
BT, REXETEREANFAE, REZLLT)
EEBEANELZ. FINIERERER, KELEER
Ale 7 RBEE=ZZ 48 E. EW! (BEAEF
wiEE, ZtO0OE=1£-T0 .

72‘&: %ﬁé}‘]/‘é\i@, %:Eﬁ‘%/\%o

COAFRETEMEEGS - F2RA BMES -F 6 11

Lord did not simply tell His disciples, “You must know that I have not come as a
Judge but as a Physician.” This would have been merely a doctrine. As the Lord
was feasting with all those sick ones, He revealed Himself as the Physician.
Those tax collectors and sinners were not physically sick; they were spiritually
sick. While the Lord Jesus was feasting with them, He was healing them. The
Lord was telling the Pharisees, “Pharisees, you are the judges, but I am the
Physician. As a Physician, [ can heal only the sick ones. If you feel that you are
not ill, then I have nothing to do with you, and I cannot heal you. I have come
here to call the sinners, the sick ones, not the righteous, the whole ones. On
which side do you stand—the side of the righteous or the side of the sinners? If
you take the side of the sinners, then [ am here to be your Physician.”

Matthew reveals...Christ as the Physician...If we have this vision, we will
have faith in Him and trust Him whenever we are sick physically, spiritually, or
mentally. The Gospel of Matthew is a book...full of the riches of the heavenly
King. This heavenly King is our Physician with healing authority. His healing
is not simply a matter of power; it is a matter of authority. To heal us there is
no need for Him to touch us directly. He needs only to speak a word, and His
authority will come with His word. Remember the case of the healing of the
centurion’s servant. The centurion said to the Lord, “Only speak a word, and
my servant will be healed” (8:8). Furthermore, the centurion could say, “I am
also a man under authority, and many others are under me. I simply speak a
word, and they obey it, because with my word there is authority. Lord, You
don’t need to come to my home. Simply give a word, and Your authority will go
with Your word.” The Lord’s word heals us not with power but with authority...
The Lord’s healing is not a matter of His ability to heal; His healing is a matter
of authority.

[The Lord] seemed to say, “You Pharisees, you religious people, are wrong.
I am not here as a Judge condemning the people. I am here as a Physician
healing them. And [ would heal you also, if you were willing to be healed.” How
sweet and intimate is this portion of the Word! (Life study of Matthew, pp.
313-314)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 268
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 5:23 No longer drink water only, but use a little wine for the sake
of your stomach and your frequent illnesses.

2 Tim. 4:20 Erastus remained in Corinth, and Trophimus | left at Miletus
sick.

Paul’s experience in his later ministry helps us to have a proper
appreciation of Christ as the believers’ Physician. In 2 Timothy 4:20 Paul says,
“Trophimus I left at Miletus sick.” Why did the apostle leave such an intimate
one in sickness without exercising healing prayer for him? Why did he not
also execute his healing gift (Acts 19:11-12) to cure Timothy of his stomach
illness rather than instruct him to take the natural way for healing (1 Tim.
5:23)?...There is no record that he prayed for healing, and he certainly did
not exercise the gift of healing. Instead, Paul encouraged Timothy to take a
little wine, and he left Trophimus at Miletus. Paul cared for his coworkers in a
very human way. The reason Paul cared for them in this way is that, in a time
of suffering, Paul and his coworkers were under the discipline of the inner
life rather than under the power of the outward gift. The former is of grace
in life; the latter of gift in power, miraculous power. Paul’s experience should
help us to see that, for the most part, Christ’s healing today is for the spirit
and the soul. Christ is the believers’ Physician, the Healer of our spirit, our
soul, and at times, also of our body. If we see this vision we shall trust in Him
and experience Him as our Physician. (The Conclusion of the New Testament,
pp. 616-617)

Today’s Reading

In the decline of the church and in suffering for the church, the gift of
power is not as much needed as the grace in life...According to the New
Testament, miraculous gifts may have a place when the church is first raised
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up. But for the church to withstand decline or persecution, miraculous gifts or
powers are not very helpful. Only the eternal life on which we are to lay hold
is prevailing. By this life we can withstand decline and persecution. (Life-study
of 2 Timothy, p. 69)

Three cases [in Mark’s Gospel] reveal that the Slave-Savior serves those who
are sick with a fever, those who are paralyzed, and those who are lepers.

The first case [is] that of Peter’s mother-in-law (1:30-31). Peter’s mother-
in-law was sick with a fever...This fever may signify an abnormal, unbridled
temper...In order to help someone who has a fever like this, we must first be
calm ourselves. Then gradually, the other party will calm down.

The second case of sickness in this Gospel is the case of a leper (vv. 40-
45). This leper portrays a typical sinner. Leprosy, the most contaminating,
contagious, and damaging disease, isolates a person from both God and man.
Leprosy causes its victim to lose fellowship with both God and man. Hence,
the cleansing of the leper in 1:40-45 signifies the recovering of a sinner to
fellowship with God and with men. The leper needed not only healing but also
cleansing.

The third case of sickness...is the case of the paralytic (2:1-12)...The cases
of Peter’s mother-in-law and the paralytic indicate that men are disabled by
sin and that women have a fever because of sin...Therefore, we may say that
women are sick with a fever and that men are sick with paralysis, disablement.
Furthermore, both men and women are lepers in need of cleansing.

The Lord serves us with His forgiving authority and His cleansing power.
He forgives our sins, cleanses us, and brings us back to God. He restores our
fellowship with God and man. Because of Him, our sins are gone, and we have
God as everything to us. Now we are enjoying God as our life, our light, our
everything...This is the gospel, and this is also the way to carry out the gospel
service. (Life-study of Mark, pp. 76, 75-76)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 46; Life-study
of Mark, msg. 8
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 25:1 At that time the kingdom of the heavens will be likened to ten
virgins, who took their lamps and went forth to meet the bridegroom.

John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the
bridegroom’s voice. This joy of mine therefore is made full.

In Matthew 9:14 the disciples of John asked the Lord Jesus, “Why do we and
the Pharisees fast much, but Your disciples do not fast?” In His answer, the Lord
revealed Himself as the Bridegroom [v. 15]...Matthew 25:1 is a further word...
[which] reveals that the Lord will come back as the Bridegroom, as the pleasant
and attractive person.

As the Bridegroom, He is the pleasant person for our enjoyment. When He
is present, there is no need of fasting. When He is present, there should not be
any sadness. Instead, everything should be pleasant. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, pp. 2783-2784)

Today’s Reading

In dealing with the self-righteous Pharisees, the Lord indicated that He is
the Physician to heal the sick. In dealing with the fasting disciples of John, He
revealed Himself as the Bridegroom coming for the bride. John the Baptist had
indicated to his disciples that Christ is the Bridegroom (John 3:25-29), and in
Matthew 9:15 the Lord Jesus reminded them of this. The Lord first healed His
followers, then made them sons of the bridechamber. Eventually, He will make
them His bride. Thus, they should appreciate Him not only as their Physician
for the recovery of life but also as their Bridegroom for a living enjoyment in
His presence.
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The question raised by John’s disciples seems to be one of doctrine.
However, the Lord did not answer with a doctrine but with the revelation of
Himself as the Bridegroom with the sons of the bridechamber. The phrase sons
of the bridechamber refers to the disciples of the Lord. In the transitory period
of the Lord’s ministry on earth, His disciples were sons of the bridechamber,
those who are with the Bridegroom in His chamber, gazing on Him and enjoying
His presence. Later they would become the bride (John 3:29; Rev. 19:7). (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2784)

In contrast to the disciples of John and the Pharisees, who were fasting, the
Lord’s disciples were full of joy. How could they fast when the Bridegroom,
the most important factor of their joy, was with them? In Mark 2:19...the Lord
referred to His disciples as sons of the bridechamber. For them to fast when the
Bridegroom was with them would be a shame to Him.

Suppose you are the best man at a wedding. While the wedding is taking
place, you, the bridegroom’s best man, are fasting. That would be an insult to the
bridegroom. No bridegroom wants to see his best man fasting during his wedding.
Instead, he wants to see him joyful, properly dressed in good clothing, and
enjoying the food provided. This is an illustration of the Lord’s word in 2:19. Here
the Lord seemed to be saying to the disciples of John and the Pharisees, “Why do
you ask Me why My disciples are not fasting? [ am the Bridegroom, and they are all
the sons of the bridechamber, a corporate best man. Matthew the tax collector is
one of the sons of the bridechamber. They cannot fast when I am with them.”

Are you a disciple of John or of the Pharisees, or are you one of the sons of
the bridechamber, part of the corporate “best man” of the Lord Jesus? We all
should testify strongly that we are part of the Lord’s corporate best man. All of
those who have had their sins forgiven by the Lord Jesus have become sons of
the bridechamber. In the second chapter of the Gospel of Mark, we see that even
those who were tax collectors and sinners became sons of the bridechamber.
(Life-study of Mark, pp. 81-82)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 210
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:7-9 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. And it
was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for
the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. And he said to me, Write,
Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb...

Revelation 19:7-9 unveils that the Lord Jesus is the Lamb as the Bridegroom.
Similarly, in the Gospel of John, Christ is presented both as the Lamb and as the
Bridegroom. One day John the Baptist declared, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!” (1:29). This verse clearly reveals that Christ
came as the Lamb to take away the sin of the world. Later, John the Baptist
also indicated that Christ is the Bridegroom. John said, “He who has the bride
is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears
him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom’s voice” (3:29). Hence, in the
Gospel of John, Christ is revealed both as the Lamb who came to take away sin
and as the Bridegroom who came that He might have the bride...The Lamb is
for redemption, and the Bridegroom is for the wedding. The redemption was
accomplished by Christ as the Lamb of God, and the wedding will take place
when Christ as the coming Bridegroom takes His bride. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 4319)

Today’s Reading

Christ’s goal is not to remove sin—it is to have the bride. In the book of
Revelation, which is also written by the apostle John, we see again that Christ
our Redeemer is the Lamb and the coming Bridegroom. Therefore, as the
Bridegroom, He must have a wedding. The wedding of the Lamb will be a
universal wedding. It will be the marriage of the Redeemer and the redeemed.
At the end of the Bible we see a city, the New Jerusalem. This city is the wife
(21:2, 9-10), and the redeeming God is the Husband. Our position is that of the
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bride, and the position of the coming Christ is that of the Bridegroom. We are
on the earth being prepared to become the bride to meet Him, and He is on
the throne in the third heaven prepared to come as the Bridegroom to meet
us. Thus, He is coming as the Bridegroom, and we are going as the bride (Matt.
25:1). The bride and the Bridegroom will meet, neither in heaven nor on the
earth but in the air. When we meet Him in the air, we will have a wedding. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4319-4320)

[In Mark 2:18-22] the Lord answered the disciples of John and the Pharisees
not in a direct way but by using certain figures of speech. [He] referred to
Himself as the Bridegroom, and He also spoke of new cloth and new wine.
The Lord seemed to be saying, “Why should My disciples fast when they have
everything they need to make them joyful? They have Me as the Bridegroom,
and they have Me as their righteousness, their new cloth, and also as their
life, their new wine. [ am everything they need. | am God and man; [ am the
Physician and the Bridegroom, the most pleasant person. It is ridiculous for
My disciples to fast when they have Me. [ am the garment that covers them
and beautifies them, and My life is the real wine that fills them, stirs them, and
satisfies them. Instead of fasting, they should be full of joy. You ask them to
fast. But I tell you it is impossible for them to fast, because the Bridegroom is
here with them, the new cloth is upon them, and the new wine is within them.”
How wise and how wonderful is the Lord’s answer, His word concerning the
Bridegroom, the cloth, and wine!

Perhaps we should have a gospel meeting and tell the people that Jesus
Christ today is the Bridegroom, that He as our righteousness is the cloth to
cover our nakedness and to beautify us, and that His divine life is the wine for
us to drink for our satisfaction. This is the real gospel—a living person with
righteousness and life. Hallelujah, we have the Bridegroom, and we have Him
as righteousness outwardly and as our life inwardly! (Life-study of Mark, pp.
83-84)

Further Reading: Life-study of Mark, msg. 9
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5 . § 6 1 | 7 6 5 5 | 5 1 1 3 | 5 2 1 . || Thy dear self is S0 at - trac - tive, To our heart so beau - te - ous!
(1S O = IS S , ¥ E B AN Z 2. Dear Beloved, we admire Thee,

Who can tell Thy preciousness;
All Thy love we deeply treasure

w5 L P M Ah 2 And Thine untold loveliness.
TR, R 5L UERE 5!

%
o ) A > YR T 5 o 5 ' 3. Thou art fairer than the fairest,
1/J\ EI/J % I%s, ?&j{%f/) ’ 1’1\ H/J E‘[ * fﬁj ?E‘ BE Thou art sweeter than the sweet;
. . . Thou art meek and Thou art gracious,
= RHREEER %’ Tk e i & 38 B None can e’er with Thee compete.
TR A0, 1k R, Pk 2 1T 45 /Y 5E 2!
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4, Full of myrrh are all Thy garments,
And Thy lips are filled with grace;
In the savor of Thy suffering,

Tj? ﬁ_( % % %ﬂt %5/_3(‘ ':F‘, f% % fé\ ﬂﬁ VI( £ 5!% . We in love Thyself embrace.
s = > . N — AL 5. It is with the oil of glad
fu R AR Y A, BRI R [ o Ee OF 01 BaChes

Thy God hath anointed Thee;

}J\V(ﬂg%“% ﬂ:fg”*, Zi IIZH Xj‘ V_i H(J *;J_( %‘E ° From the palaces of ivory

Praise shall ever rise to Thee.
N }EF 2 x f@ m% i Lﬁ ﬁ(, ﬁ_: c Hi jj' //J\\ ﬁL ﬁ; 6. God hath blessed Thee, Lord, forever

A WLAR N fzﬁ;&, U B_&sz, Tl L. Thou hast won the victory;
Now we see Thee throned in glory
t WERFEFEEN, AT AR E; With Thy pow'r and majesty.
VF‘ J3 ‘ﬁ?ﬁ)\ZJ:”, jk j@ EE ?%l: ; Z'é'f i/l:{' 7. Thou art the desire of nations,
All Thy worth they’ll ever prove;
BRI R E RS Thou, the chiefest of ten thousand,

Ever worthy of our love.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




