% v9 3] Week Four

AP 6 B AL— LB The Mystery of God—Christ
#c - 163 Hymns: 189
% H_2~3, 9~13, =1, W3, H=8~ Scripture Reading: Col. 2:2-3, 9-13; 3:1; 4:3; Eph. 3:8-9; John 1:1,
9, #h—1, 14, 16, WA 17 14,16; 1 Cor. 6:17
(E—] § Day 1

T REHFHHER, RAREALGAMNE 1. In the Bible a mystery refers not only to things that are
B, KM ReENE, LK% ﬁﬁ%‘?&:jﬂ_ hidden and unknown but also to things that are hidden in
B, IHRAZZDZH®E EA RN God's heart; this is the principle concerning the mysteries
W1, F+x25~26, §—26~27, — 2, mentioned in the Bible—Mark 4:11; Rom. 16:25-26; Col.

L HB—9, =3~4,9 £32, ~19, 1:26-27; 2:2; 4:3; Eph. 1:9; 3:3-4, 9; 5:32; 6:19.

AKTH_F T, “Aeiit, AL IL Colossians 2:2 says, "The mystery of God, Christ"; the
B P A ERRAAEREZEHE R, A mystery of God is manifested in Christ, so Christ is the

ARE LA AY 89 B AL, mystery of God.
A XGPHAKRBA: III. There are five great mysteries in the Bible:
— FHOBRRAAA, A FHFHELFHE—— A The mystery of the universe is God, who is the meaning and purpose of
=1, 2w@W11, $=9, the universe—Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11; Eph. 3:9.
Z AWRAERA—A— 26, B+ 1, ARAT= 11, B.The mystery of man is also God—Gen. 1:26; Zech. 12:1; 1 Cor. 2:11.
= ARG ALT—® 2, C. The mystery of God is Christ—Col. 2:2.
g ABGARSHAZA—h =4, HW3I, D.The mystery of Christ is the church—Eph. 3:4; Col. 4:3.
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B BAMBERTREABMAENIK, #FRLEHE  E The mystery of the church is the organism of Christ, the Body of Christ as
AL BT K—3h—22~23, @4, 16, the enlargement of Christ—Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4, 16; 5:30, 32.
4 30, 32,

[(A_] § Day 2

B AR, “BA” R—A-Z269%: V. In Ephesians mystery is a crucial word:

— EAKZEMIRT—AER, 2XFREMBEALE  Aln eternity God planned a will, but it was hidden in Him; it was a
HE&, T)RANARR——9, mystery—1:9.

Z MRAEN R ERANER, XEMRELXMNAFZ  B.God's hidden purpose is the mystery, and the unveiling of this mystery in

REHB T, RRERGBT—=3, 5 the mingled spirit is the revelation of the mystery—3:3, 5.

Z AR R RAIEENZE, XBMA —A%  C God's mystery is His hidden purpose, and with this mystery there is an
% AL B —9 T, economy—the economy of the mystery—uv. 9.

m ABEANEAR, BAEALTN SRS LAY, D.Christ is a mystery, and the church, as the Body of Christ to express Him,
HREBHREA—AT, /W3, is the mystery of Christ—v. 4; Col. 4:3.

A EABEELAR—R, ARMKM BA—AAT  E.Christ and the church as one spirit are the great mystery—1 Cor. 6:17;
<17, # £ 32, Eph. 5:32.

[(A=] § Day 3
12 05 7K e B AV BA—H Z 2: V. The all-inclusive Christ is the mystery of God—Col. 2:2:
— WA TARANRA, RERAZXRAGRLL, A.God Himself is a mystery, and Christ is the mystery of this mystery.

Z “Abeg ALY AR E M ALMBER RN EY, B. The mystery of God indicates something incomprehensible and inexplicable.
ZAYTHH, ERARMAEENMEGEA, &4 C As the mystery of God, the all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the definition,

R, WA T—a i E—2— 1, 14: explanation, and expression of God—the Word of God—]John 1:1, 14:
[ArY] § Day 4
| #EE LR ~ ki » Tia - Bt AL 1. Although God is infinite and eternal, without beginning or ending, He also has
HE—D 5260 Fh+2- a history, a story—Rom. 16:26; Psa. 90:2.
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2HEZHE -~ EETIRAVEE —— AV  HEA 2. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ—the mystery of God, the mysterious story

S —— e I 5 o of God—is the history of God.

3 FHEI G SRt AV E A S i AT AR - (4 T DA E] 3. God's history refers to the process through which He passed in Christ so that
TATEm > HERNEDE R E R XTEEE He may enter into us, and we may be brought into Him; this process includes
O ~ AMEAETE ~ £158 ~ BUE ~ R~ B8 E incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, glorification,
JE——2— 12~ 1429 = 14 +24 F0H 20 - and enthronement—John 1:12-14, 29; 3:14; 12:24; 14:20.

g — K LA smiR e 2R, ABAEZAZAAPEG R4 D.In this all-inclusive, extensive Christ as the mystery of God, all the
ZOFTH EEARGETEG—FH = 3: treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden—Col. 2:3:

| HESTNINRES > ARSI LERERE—— 1. Wisdom is related to our spirit, and knowledge is related to our mind—Eph.

H—8 17 1:8,17.

2 R ENANRA A ——2 R 27 » +—33 2. God is the unique source of wisdom and knowledge—Rom. 16:27; 11:33.
3XBRTEESHGZMELLHEREEN 3. This is the spiritual wisdom and knowledge of the divine economy concerning

H—dF—10> =9 A 32> Christ and the church—Eph. 1:10; 3:9; 5:32.
4 FENAR i — IRy “BE W 4. Wisdom and knowledge also refer to all the "stories" of God.
5 X—VIR PR ERANH - F AT X i 5. All the wisdom and knowledge pertaining to God's stories are hidden in
R EHE ——H =2~ 3 Christ, who is the mystery of God—Col. 2:2-3.
[(Af] § Day 5
M AR BAE AP BAL, 75 RAVK EH M EIK VI As the mystery of God, Christ is the embodiment of the
Hg—729 fullness of the Godhead—v. 9:
— MR- EF AN, 2EG— A All the fullness of the Godhead refers to the entire Godhead, the complete
9 God—v. 9:
1 Mg —BEE R AR At 1. The word Godhead refers to deity and strongly indicates the deity of Christ.
2 M EL ~ F ~ B SRS ~ T 2. Since the Godhead comprises the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, the fullness
THEH ——K /19 MM5+=14 - of the Godhead must be the fullness of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—
Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14.
3 EBEWHEEHENEMRLEE  XEEE =1 3. For Christ to be the embodiment of the fullness of the Godhead means that
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the fullness of the Triune God dwells in Christ in a bodily form—~Col. 2:9:

a. This implies the physical body that Christ put on in His humanity, and
it indicates that all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ as the
One who has a human body—]ohn 1:14; Rom. 8:3; Heb. 2:14.

b.Before His incarnation the fullness of the Godhead dwelt in Christ as
the eternal Word, but it did not dwell in Him bodily—]John 1:1.

c. After He became incarnate, clothed with a human body, the fullness
of the Godhead began to dwell in Him in a bodily way, and in His
glorified body (Phil. 3:21) now and forever it dwells.

B.Fullness in Colossians 2:9 refers not to the riches of God but to the
expression of the riches of God:

1. The riches are the quantity of an object, whereas the fullness is the flowing
out, the overflow, of the object to become the expression of the object.

2.What dwells in Christ is not only the riches of the Godhead but also the
expression of the riches of what God is:

a.God's fullness is the overflow of His riches, and this overflow is God's
expression.

b.The fullness of the Godhead is the expression of the Godhead, the
expression of what God is—v. 9.

3.The Godhead is expressed both in the old creation, the universe, and in the
new creation, the church—1:15, 18.

C. When the Son of God was incarnated as a man, with Him was the fullness
of God, and of this fullness we have all received—]ohn 1:14, 16:

1.In John 1:16 grace does not refer to the riches of grace but to the fullness
of grace; the riches of grace are in God, but the fullness of grace is in Christ
Jesus—Col. 2:9.
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2. The grace we receive is the fullness of grace; beginning from the time we are
saved, we may receive grace upon grace.

3.The phrase grace upon grace in John 1:16 can be compared to the rolling
waves of the sea that come in wave upon wave without ceasing.

VII.As believers in Christ, we are made full in Christ, in

whom all the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily—Col.
2:9-10:

§ Day 6

A.The Greek word translated "full” in verse 10 implies completion, perfection.

B.Because all the fullness dwells in Christ and because we have been put

into Him, we have been made full, filled with the divine riches—1 Cor.

1:30; Eph. 3:8:

1. All those who believe in Christ have been put into Christ; therefore, we are
identified with Him and are one with Him—G@Gal. 3:27; 2 Cor. 5:17.

2.We the believers have been put into the all-inclusive, extensive Christ,
identified with Him, and joined to Him as our Husband; hence, we are one
with Him—Col. 1:28; Rom. 7:2-4; 1 Cor. 6:17.

3. Because we are one with Christ, we partake of all that He has accomplished,
obtained, and attained; we inherit all that Christ has experienced and passed
through, receiving all that He is and has.

4. All that He has passed through is now our history, and all that He has
obtained and attained is our inheritance.

5. The result is that all that He is and all that He has belong to us, and all that He
has experienced has become our history—Col. 2:11-13; 3:1.

C.We need to have a full realization of what we have in Christ and to

exercise faith to partake of all that is ours in Christ—Eph. 3:17.
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W RXFHLOLT AT AL, BXFiHAEN M D.Because this fullness is all-inclusive, it accomplishes everything for
T—W, RAeHEFHEREAMN, LEXRNFT us, it fully satisfies and supplies us, and it makes us full, perfect, and

Fith, FUATLFZE—BZ=9, complete—Col. 2:9.

A EMNALT T A, RFARGEH, XFi#HA  E We have the all-inclusive, inexhaustible fullness that dwells in Christ
AR EELELRER, FARXMNERLG, bodily, and in Him we are made full—Eph. 3:8; Col. 2:9-10.
BFTEH—F=8, ®=9~10,
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:2 That their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in
love and unto all the riches of the full assurance of understanding, unto
the full knowledge of the mystery of God, Christ.

4:3 Praying at the same time for us also, that God would open to us a
door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ (because of which also |
am bound).

The center of God’s truths is Christ. God’s center is Christ. “The mystery
of God, Christ” (Col. 2:2). A mystery is something hidden in God’s heart. God
never told anyone why He created all things and why He created man. Hence,
it was a mystery. Later He revealed this mystery to Paul and charged him to
speak it out. This mystery is Christ. (CWWN, vol. 11, p. 732)

Today's Reading

My intention is to speak about the five great mysteries...The heavens and
the earth are the first great mystery, which is also according to the sequence of
the Bible. The first two items listed in the record of God’s creation are first the
heavens and second the earth. How mysterious are the heavens and the earth!

The universe is too mysterious; its vastness is a mystery.

The second [great mystery in the Bible] is man. Zechariah 12:1 says, “Jehovah,
who stretches forth the heavens and lays the foundations of the earth and forms
the spirit of man within him."...Man is as great as the heavens and the earth,
because this verse, after referring to the heavens and the earth, immediately
mentions man...Every one of us is important; we are all very great persons.

Man’s greatness is not like the greatness of the universe that lies in its
vastness. Man is great in that there is a mystery in him, a mystery which is of
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three layers. The first layer is the mystery of the body, man’s outward part;
the second layer is the mystery of the soul, man’s inward part; and the third
layer is the mystery of the spirit, man’s innermost part.

The third great mystery in the Bible is God. God is too mysterious! The
fourth great mystery is Christ, and the fifth is the church. The universe, man,
God, Christ, and the church are the five great mysteries shown to us in the
Bible. We are humans standing on the earth with the heaven above us, we
have God, we are Christians, and we are in the church. We have a share in
heaven and earth, in humanity, in God, in Christ, and in the church.

[ have been a Christian for more than half a century and have also read
and worn out several Bibles. I feel, however, that I still do not know these
five great mysteries in an adequate way. The Bible is a book of mysteries that
records in particular the Christian mysteries. These five great mysteries,
which are universal facts, require a book of explanation.

The universe is a story of mystery, and the Bible is its explanation...We
have the universe and the Bible. What is the story of heaven and earth? What
is the story of man? What is the story of Christ? And what is the story of the
church? All these matters are clearly spoken of in the Bible.

The five great mysteries in the Bible are, first, the mystery of the universe,
which is God; second, the mystery of man, which is also God; third, the mystery
of God, which is Christ; fourth, the mystery of Christ, which is the church; and
fifth, the mystery of the church, which is the organism of Christ as the overflow
and enlargement of Christ, the house of God, the golden lampstand, the bride,
and the New Jerusalem. This is the ultimate mystery in the universe. Today God
is moving on in every place throughout the whole earth. Every local church is a
mystery as the organism of Christ, the enlargement and overflow of Christ, the
house of God, the golden lampstand, and the bride. Finally, in eternity we will
all become the ultimate expression of God—the New Jerusalem. Then God will
achieve His ultimate goal in the universe. (CWWL, 1983, vol. 1, “The Five Great
Mysteries in the Bible,” pp. 156-157, 205)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1983, vol. 1, “The Five Great Mysteries in the
Bible,” chs. 1—5
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WEEK 4 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His
good pleasure, which He purposed in Himself.

3:4-5 By which, in reading it, you can perceive my understanding in the
mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the
sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets
in spirit.

The true meaning of the universe is a story of God and His relationship
with man, and this story, this relationship, is a mystery that has two
sections.

The mystery of God is manifested in Christ, so Christ is the mystery
of God [Col. 2:2]...God’s entire story is in Christ. Apart from Christ, man
cannot find the story of God. Verse 9 says, “In Him dwells all the fullness
of the Godhead bodily.” All matters concerning God—all His stories, all the
mysteries that man cannot understand—are in Christ. Christ is the mystery
of God.

The mystery of Christ is the church [Eph. 3:4-6]. Christ Himself is a
mystery, but all the matters concerning Christ, all the stories of Christ, and
all the contents of the mystery have been placed in the church; therefore, the
church is the mystery of Christ. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “Three Aspects of the
Church, Book 2: The Course of the Church,” pp. 243-244)

Today's Reading

We need to make a distinction between these two: the mystery of God is
Christ, and the mystery of Christ is the church. Although these two are one,
there are particular details concerning each. Colossians speaks of the Head,
Christ, and Ephesians speaks of the Body, the church...The head and the body
must be put together before we have a complete person; this is a great mystery.
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Christ, the Head, is the mystery of God, and all the stories of God are in
Christ as the Head and related to Christ. On the other hand, the church, the
Body, is the mystery of Christ, and all the stories of Christ are in the church as
His Body.

When we speak of the mystery of God, we are emphasizing the stories of God
that are manifested in Christ, and when we speak of the mystery of Christ, we
are emphasizing the stories of Christ that are manifested in the church. Christ
plus the church is a great mystery. First Timothy 3:16 says, “Great is the mystery
of godliness: / He who was manifested in the flesh.” This verse speaks forth
a story of God and man, man and God. If we would know the mystery, story,
and matters of God and man, man and God, then we must know Christ and the
church. Christ is a mystery, and the church is a mystery. Christ is a part of the
mystery, the first step of the mystery; the church is another part of the mystery,
the second step of the mystery ...All the stories of God are in Christ, and all the
stories of Christ are in the church. Therefore, if we want to know God, we must
know Christ, and if we want to know Christ, we must know the church.

When people today see Christ, they understand God; when they see the
church, they understand Christ. Christ is the expression of God, and the
church is the expression of Christ; these two are two parts of one mystery.
All the good, important things in the Bible depend upon this mystery...If we
know this mystery, we can understand the Bible.

This mystery is such a great matter that we must not only see it for
ourselves, but we must also bring others into seeing it. In our living, we do
not need to exhort people to have patience; when they see the mystery, they
will have patience. Neither do we need to exhort people to love one another;
when they see this mystery, they will have love within them. Many who work
for God pursue power and abundant life without realizing that as long as
they touch this mystery, there is power and abundant life. This mystery is
everything. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “Three Aspects of the Church, Book 2: The
Course of the Church,” pp. 244, 250)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “Three Aspects of the Church, Book
2: The Course of the Church,” ch. 1
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WEEK 4 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we
beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of
grace and reality.

The book of Ephesians is on the mystery of Christ, which is the church,
the Body (3:4). Colossians is on the mystery of God, which is Christ, the Head
[2:2]. It is crucial that we know Christ not only as our Savior and Lord but
also as the mystery of God.

All Christians love the Lord Jesus...How much we love the Lord depends
on how much we know Him and how much we realize concerning Him...The
more we know the Lord Jesus and appreciate Him, the more we will love
Him. Hence, we need to go on to know the Lord Jesus not only as our Savior
and Lord but also as the mystery of God. (Life-study of Colossians, p. 145)

Today's Reading

If we would know Christ as the mystery of God, we need to have the
full experience of everything covered in Colossians 2:2. In this verse Paul
says, “That their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in love
and unto all the riches of the full assurance of understanding, unto the full
knowledge of the mystery of God, Christ.” The word unto means “resulting
in.” If the hearts of the Colossians were comforted and knit together in love,
the result would be all the riches of the full assurance of understanding, an
understanding no doubt related to the mystery of God, Christ.

We cannot contact the Lord or know Him as God’s mystery without
exercising our spirit...Every aspect of man’s being—spirit, soul, and body—
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is complicated. If you spend time examining your face in a mirror, you will be
impressed with the complexity of your physical body...In our soul we have
the mind, the emotion, and the will. Furthermore, in our spirit we have the
conscience, the intuition, and the fellowship. Every part of our complex being
must be exercised to receive the revelation of Christ as the mystery of God.

God Himself is a mystery, and Christ is the mystery of this mystery. Surely
we cannot fathom such a mystery simply by reading the letter of the Scriptures.
Since Christ dwells in our spirit, we need to exercise our spirit in order to know
Him as the mystery of God. Never regard Christ as a mere object to be known
in an outward way. As the crucified and resurrected One, He is living both
on the throne in the heavens and in our spirit as well. Hence, it is of utmost
importance that we exercise our spirit to contact Him. This means that we
must open up from the depths of our being and call on Him. Our spirit is our
deepest part, deeper than the heart and all the parts of the soul. Therefore, to
exercise our spirit is to open the deepest part of our being to call on the name
of the Lord Jesus and to contact Him as the living One within us.

To know Him, we must not only exercise our spirit but also have our
heart comforted. This means that our heart must be cherished, warmed.
Moreover, our mind must be sober, our emotion must be regulated, and our
will must be subdued. Every part of our inner being must be proper and
function in a normal way. This is the reason Paul speaks of the hearts being
comforted in relation to having the full knowledge of Christ as the mystery
of God. If we would have all the riches of the full assurance of understanding
concerning Christ as the mystery of God, every part of our being must be
exercised.

We should be able to say, “Lord Jesus, apart from You I have no heart
for anything. Lord, my mind, will, and emotion are absolutely for You...
[ am willing to lay down my life for You...Every fiber of my being, Lord, is
for You.” If you exercise your whole being in this way, you will have the
full assurance of understanding. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 145-146,
148-149)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 18, 48
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WEEK 4 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:3 In whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden.

Eph. 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him.

Rom. 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are His judgments and untraceable His ways!

The fact that Christ is the mystery of God indicates that He is not simple...
As the mystery of God, Christ is the immeasurable, infinite, and eternal God.
Although God is eternal, He also has a history.

As the history of God, Christ is the mystery of God. As Christ is the history
of God, so the church is the history of Christ. As the history of Christ, the
church is the mystery of Christ. In the church we are a continuation of this
history.

The Christ we have received is God with His wonderful history. As
the all-inclusive One, Christ includes divinity, humanity, human living,
crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, glorification, and enthronement.
He includes all the divine attributes and human virtues. (Life-study of
Colossians, pp. 410, 413)

Today's Reading

In writing Colossians Paul was fighting against the Gnostic philosophy
by declaring that Christ, as the totality of all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge, is far better, higher, and more profound than the Gnostic
philosophy. According to history, the influence of Gnostic teaching, which is a
mixture of Jewish religion and Greek philosophy, invaded the Gentile churches
in Paul’s time. Those who were influenced by such teaching considered
themselves as having much wisdom and knowledge, but they spoke many
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things concerning God and Christ that were not according to the truth. Hence,
Paul told the Colossian believers that all the treasures of genuine wisdom and
knowledge are hidden in Christ. This is the spiritual wisdom and knowledge
of the divine economy concerning Christ and the church. Wisdom is related to
our spirit, and knowledge is related to our mind (Eph. 1:8, 17).

All the wisdom and knowledge pertaining to God’s stories are hidden in
this Christ who is the mystery of God. Therefore, Colossians 2:6-7 indicates
that we who have received Christ Jesus the Lord should walk in Him and
be rooted and built up in Him and should not listen to the empty words of
philosophy and philosophical doctrines of the Gnostics.

God is the unique source of wisdom and knowledge. All the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge are hidden in the Christ who is the mystery of God.
Because the church in Colossae had been invaded by pagan philosophy, Paul was
helping the Colossians to trace wisdom and knowledge to their true source in God.

The fact that wisdom and knowledge are embodied in Christ is proved by His
spoken words, especially those recorded in the Gospels of Matthew and John.
In these books, the Lord spoke about the kingdom and about life...The concept
in the Lord’s words is deep and profound. Anyone who makes a thorough study
of philosophy will have to admit that the highest philosophy is that found in the
teachings of Jesus Christ. Truly all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are
in Him. Since wisdom and knowledge are stored up in Christ as a treasure, we
cannot have wisdom and knowledge unless we have Christ.

If we exercise our being to contact the Lord, Christ as the life-giving
Spirit will saturate our spirit and our mind. Then we also will have in our
experience the wisdom and knowledge that are hidden in Christ. In this way
we will experience Him as the mystery of God. We should not be like the
Colossians, who allowed pagan philosophy to defraud them of the wisdom
and knowledge hidden in Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
3557-3558)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 354
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

2 Cor. 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

The word bodily [Col. 2:9] points to the physical body that Christ put on in
His humanity, indicating that all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ
as One who has a human body.

Before Christ’s incarnation, the fullness of the Godhead dwelt in Him
as the eternal Word, but not bodily. From the time that Christ became
incarnate, clothed with a human body, the fullness of the Godhead began to
dwell in Him in a bodily way, and in His glorified body (Phil. 3:21) now and
forever it dwells. The fact that the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ
bodily means that it dwells in Him in a way that is both real and practical.
Now that the fullness of the Godhead dwells as a divine person in Christ
bodily, it is visible, touchable, and receivable. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 3569)

Today's Reading

The Colossians were under the influence of Gnosticism, which regards
man’s physical body and the entire material world as evil. The Gnostics
considered themselves to have the highest wisdom and knowledge, but they
failed to realize that the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily.

Fullness [in Colossians 2:9] refers not to the riches of God but to the
expression of the riches of God. What dwells in Christ is not only the riches
of the Godhead but the expression of the riches of what God is. The Godhead
is expressed both in the old creation, the universe, and in the new creation,
the church. The Godhead in verse 9 refers to deity, which is different from
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the divine characteristics manifested by the created things (Rom. 1:20). This
strongly indicates the deity of Christ...The world’s tradition and elements
simply cannot be compared with the fullness of the Godhead.

All the fullness of the Godhead in Colossians 2:9 refers not only to the entire
Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—but also to all that the entire
Triune God is, has, does, knows, can do, has done, has obtained, has accomplished,
and has attained; all this fullness dwells in the Son bodily. The Divine Trinity is
the fullness of the Godhead, and this fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ.
Therefore, Christ is the embodiment of the Triune God. The Father, the Son, and
the Spirit are all embodied in Christ...The Father is rich, the Son is unlimited, and
the Spirit is without measure. Because the Triune God is altogether embodied in
Christ, outside of Christ there is no God, and outside of Christ we cannot find God
or contact God. Christ is God’s dwelling place, God’s address, and God’s home...
When we receive, experience, and enjoy Christ, we receive, experience, and enjoy
the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.

In Colossians 2:10 Paul continues, “You have been made full in Him,
who is the Head of all rule and authority.” The Greek word translated
“have been made full” is a verbal adjective based on the same root as the
word translated “fullness,” a noun, in verse 9. We should understand the
expression have been made full based upon the word fullness in verse 9.
Because all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily, we have been
made full in Him.

The Christ in whom we have been made full is the Head of all rule and
authority. On the one hand, Christ possesses all the fullness of the Godhead,
for it dwells in Him bodily; on the other hand, this Christ, who is the Head
of all rule and authority, is above all rule and authority, that is, above all the
fallen angels occupying positions of power in the air in subordination to
Satan (v. 15). Christ not only has the fullness of the Godhead but is also above
all rule, authority, and power of Satan. We have been put into such a Christ
and have been made full in Him. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
3569-3571)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 355
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:10 And you have been made full in Him, who is the Head of all
rule and authority.

Eph. 3:8 To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to
announce to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel.

The Greek word translated “full” in Colossians 2:10 implies completion,
perfection. Because all the fullness dwells in Him, after we have been put
into Christ (1 Cor. 1:30), we are made full, filled up, with all the divine riches.
Hence, we need no other source. In Christ we lack nothing, for in Him we
have been perfected and completed. There is no reason for us to turn to
anything other than Christ.

The New Testament reveals clearly that all those who believe in Christ
have been put into Christ. Therefore, we are identified with Him and one
with Him. The result is that all that He is and all that He has belongs to us,
and all that He has experienced is our history...Furthermore, because we
are one with Him, we partake of all that He has accomplished, obtained, and
attained. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3571-3572)

Today's Reading

We the believers are members of the all-inclusive Christ. We have been
put into Him, identified with Him, and joined to Him as our Husband
(Col. 1:28; Rom. 7:2-4)...We are in such a Christ, and He is in us. We have
been placed into Him, we are one with Him, and we receive all that He
is and has. A mere mental understanding of our union with Christ is not
adequate. We need to exercise faith in order to partake of all that is ours in
Christ.

In their prayers, some Christians like to declare how poor, pitiful, and
low they are. This kind of prayer is without faith or assurance. We need
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to believe with full assurance that we are one with the rich, all-inclusive
Christ, with the One who is the embodiment of all the fullness of the
Triune God. If we realize this with full assurance, we will never consider
ourselves poor.

We should not believe our feelings about ourselves but look away to
Christ (Heb. 12:2). We need to exercise our faith to realize what He is, what
He has passed through, what He has obtained and attained, and where
He is today. Since He is in the third heaven and we are one with Him, we
also are in the third heaven. We have been placed into the Christ who is
unsearchably rich.

In Him is the fullness, the perfection, the completion. Actually, He Himself
is the fullness, perfection, and completion. Because we are in Him, we also
are complete and perfect. We are those who possess the riches of Christ.

In Ephesians 3:8 Paul speaks of the unsearchable riches of Christ...We
simply have no idea what vast riches we possess in Christ. Often we have
prayed: “Lord, I am poor and pitiful.” But we need to pray in this way: “Lord,
[ thank You that [ am rich, complete, and full. Lord Jesus, because | am in
You, [ am short of nothing.” We should tell the Lord, the angels, and even the
demons that we are richer than any earthly billionaire because we are in the
Christ whose riches are unsearchable.

When we are rooted in Christ as the soil, the first thing to take place is that
we are made full in Him; we are filled with all the divine riches to become
His expression (vv. 8, 17, 19). In Christ as the soil we are filled, completed,
perfected, satisfied, and thoroughly supplied; we do not lack anything (cf.
Phil. 1:19). Christ as the soil is the history and mystery of God with all the
riches of His person and processes (Col. 2:2).

Since Christ is the good land in which we have been rooted, we have been
rooted in this fullness; in it we have been made full, complete, and perfect.
We have no need whatsoever. Having been planted into this fullness, we
should simply absorb nourishment from it. As we do so, we will find that we
have no lack. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3572-3573)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 355
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WEEK 4 — HYMN
Thou art the Son beloved

Praise of the Lord — His All-Inclusiveness

Ab’ Db

1. Thou art theSon  be lov ed, The i - mage of our God. Thou
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Thee all was cre - a - ted, All Thy - self to own

2.

Thou art before all creatures,
In Thee all things consist;
Of all Thou art the center,
By Thee all things subsist.
Thou art the sole beginning,
The Firstborn from the dead;
And for the Church, Thy Body,
Thou art the glorious Head.

. Because it pleased the Father,

All fulness dwells in Thee,
That Thou might have the first place
In all we ever see.
All things Thou reconciledst
To God by Thy shed blood,
To thus present us holy
And blameless unto God.

. In Thee God’s fulness dwelleth,

Thou art God’s mystery;
The treasures of all wisdom
And knowledge are in Thee.
Thou art the hope of glory,
In us Thou dost abide;
In Thee we are perfected
And God is satisfied.

. All things are but a shadow

Which unto us reveal
Thyself, in whom we’re rooted,
The only One that’s real.
Enjoying all Thy riches,
Thy fulness we will be;
We’ll hold Thee, as Thy Body,
And grow with God in Thee.

. With Thee in God we’re hidden,

Thou art in us our life;
Thy peace in us presiding,
We rest from all our strife.
In the new man, Thy Body,
Thou art the all in all;
Our all-inclusive Savior,
Thyself we’ll ever call.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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