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Week Three

Enjoying the All-inclusive Christ
as the Good Land—Our Allotted Portion

Hymns: 643

Scripture Reading: Col. 1:12; 2:6-15, 19; Exo. 3:8; Deut. 8:8-9; 26:9

§ Day 1

I. Christ as the preeminent and all-inclusive One is the allotted
portion of the saints—Col. 1:12:

A.The allotted portion refers to the lot of the inheritance, as illustrated by
the allotment of the good land of Canaan given to the children of Israel for
their inheritance—Josh. 14:1.

B.The New Testament believers' allotted portion is not a physical land; it is
the all-inclusive Christ as the life-giving Spirit—Col. 2:6-7; Gal. 3:14:

1. The riches of the good land typify the unsearchable riches of Christ in
different aspects as the bountiful supply to His believers in His Spirit—Deut.
8:7-10; Eph. 3:8; Phil. 1:19.

2. By enjoying the riches of the land, the believers in Christ are built up to be His
Body as the house of God and the kingdom of God—Eph. 1:22-23; 2:21-22; 1
Tim. 3:15; Matt. 16:18-19; Rom. 14:17.
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[(A_] § Day 2

A AT B AY B8, R EBRAY P& AT # I The purpose of God's calling is to bring God's chosen people
MAMEENERITMEAOT T HZIEAR into the enjoyment of the all-inclusive Christ, typified by the

WETE—H =8, SHKIT—9: good land flowing with milk and honey—Exo. 3:8; cf. 1 Cor. 1:9:
— WRERGNMAET EHEMAE G AR, £EF  AMilkand honey, which are the mingling of both the animal life and the
AR —REY—aftE S — 5 — vegetable life, are two aspects of the life of Christ—the redeeming aspect
wA8, N9, 2H4h—29, +=24: and the generating aspect—Deut. 8:8; 26:9; cf. John 1:29; 12:24:
| VB A el X — 2 5 B AT ROR: - 1. The redeeming aspect of Christ's life is for our judicial redemption, and the
B Ea T X —He VE R EVHRE——— generating aspect of Christ's life is for our organic salvation—1:29; 12:24;
29+ BT ZH10- Rev. 2:7; Rom. 5:10.
2 FRFHRICZY) » RAEEBRVE GRS S &£ XM 2. The symbols of the Lord's table signify the redeeming and generating aspects
I NEMTZEIRE ) JHIL o EMER TETRITEZ of Christ's life for God's complete salvation; thus, the good land has become a
NEF > R —— KN 26 ~ 28 0 PR+ 17 - table, a feast, for our enjoyment—Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:17.

— BN CRRT”, AT AAHZAEHK  B.We must be in the light in order to enjoy the all-inclusive Christ as the
b4 F ARG FIHEER—FB—12, & good land in His redeeming and generating aspects—Col. 1:12; 1 Pet. 2:9;
AM=9, %=5: [sa. 2:5:

| i ——AF—5 1. God is light—1 John 1:5.

2 MRS —— R ——J1 105 130 2. The word of God is light—Psa. 119:105, 130.

3HEB B2 120 L5 3. Christ is light—]John 8:12; 9:5.

4 BB EaEt——4 - 4. The life of Christ is light—1:4.

SERBE—KRA 14 B2 15 5. The believers are light—Matt. 5:14; Phil. 2:15.

6 Al aZtRE—E—20 FE=16~17- 6. The church is a lampstand shining with light—Rev. 1:20; Psa. 73:16-17.
[A=] § Day 3

= BMLAeA e E, FALT T AZATKE  C. We must eat God's words to enjoy the all-inclusive Christ as the good land
542X RmEF AL, EYERIL R in His redeeming and generating aspects; God's word is milk for us to
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178, %% KAvC #1755 57, 63, 68, Ik drink and honey for us to eat—John 6:57, 63, 68; 1 Pet. 2:2; Psa. 119:103;
=2, w——/103, £=3, Ezek. 3:3.

N KMEEETEABERAMEEZH, sk  D.By enjoying Christ as the land of milk and honey, we will be constituted
5B m— “ K, RHEERTH with Him as milk and honey—"Your lips drip fresh honey, my bride; /

By MOETAEAN —HKW 1 L. Honey and milk are under your tongue"—S. S. 4:11a:

| USRI ANSE R - IRTEiE RN - 1. Honey restores the stricken ones, whereas milk feeds the new ones.

2 FREHEAAMERNEXFERENEE  FREVIE 2. The seeker has stored so many riches within her that food is under her
& N LR NEAENEE S AFENA—FF tongue, and she can dispense the riches of Christ to the needy ones at any
At 4 K+35~360 &MU 22 0 350029 ~ 30 - time—Isa. 50:4; Matt. 12:35-36; Luke 4:22; Eph. 4:29-30.

3 X FHIEERR NS AT AT 48T 0 T2 3.This sweetness is not produced overnight but comes from a long
2t K RAYREE » 2t B Ry s - - HEER period of gathering, inward activity, and careful storage—S. S. 4:16; 2
o > A BN —— 16 ME+=T~9- Cor. 12:7-9.

[AM] § Day 4

A ABREME Y LA AEFHLIE, KM AR 11 We can walk in Christ as our living land and absorb Christ
TROLEAR, ARARZGTENAFAR as our rich soil, in which we have been rooted, so that we
M, FARMNEEERZ LZMARGTE MK may grow with the elements that we absorb from the soil—

K—®B_6~7, LKA =6, 9, H=19: Col. 2:6-7; cf. 1 Cor. 3:6, 9; Col. 2:19:

— KB _FAETLT, HEABFHILEAZ  AColossians 2:8-15 presents a full description and definition of Christ
AR A LB, X IR P R — T B as the soil, in which we do not lack anything; as we take time to absorb
LA R RALX O F T A6 LxE, & Him as the all-inclusive land, the facts in these verses become our
LT 2L ENFFRRARMNGE experience:

| A 3% s — U F AL A kit E 1. Christ as the soil is the One in whom all the fullness of the Godhead dwells
e EA A —fr——9 75 bodily—v. 9:

a “FW AREMNER JIEEMEENE a. Fullness refers not to the riches of God but to the expression of the
E o PBEEEAEREN > AMUBHENEE > & riches of God; what dwells in Christ is not only the riches of the
ML FEFENEE—9T > — 1519 = Godhead but the expression of the riches of what God is—v. 9; 1:15,
10 ~ 11 - 19; 3:10-11.
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b.When we are rooted in Christ as the soil, we are made full in Him; we
are filled up with all the divine riches to become His expression—
Eph. 3:8, 19.

c. In Christ as the soil we are filled, completed, perfected, satisfied, and
thoroughly supplied; we do not lack anything—cf. Phil. 1:19.

d.Christ as the soil is the history and mystery of God with all the riches
of His person and processes—Col. 2:2.

2. Christ as the soil is the Head of all rule and authority—v. 10.

§ Day 5

3.In Christ as the soil there is an element with the killing power that puts the
flesh to death—v. 11.

4. In Christ as the soil there is an element that causes us to be buried—v. 12a.

5.In Christ as the soil there is an element that causes us to be raised up—v. 12b.
6. In Christ as the soil there is an element that vivifies us—v. 13.

7.In Christ as the soil there is an element that wipes out the handwriting in
ordinances—v. 14.

§ Day 6

8. In Christ as the soil there is an element that is victorious over the evil spirits
in the atmosphere—v. 15.

B.We must take time to enjoy the Lord as the all-inclusive land so that all

the elements of Christ as the rich soil may be absorbed into us for us to be
made full in Him in our experience—v. 10a; 4:2:

1. If we would absorb the riches of Christ as the soil, we need to have tender,
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new roots—cf. 2 Cor. 4:16.

2.We need to forget our situation, our condition, our failures, and our
weaknesses and simply take time to absorb the Lord; as we take
time to absorb Him, we grow with the growth of God in us for the
building up of the Body of Christ—Luke 8:13; Matt. 14:22-23; 6:6;
Col. 2:7a, 19.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:12-13 Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a
share of the allotted portion of the saints in the light; who delivered us out
of the authority of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the
Son of His love.

As Paul was writing Colossians 1, he was considering the picture of
the good land in the Old Testament as a type of the all-inclusive Christ.
There is a suggestion of this in verse 12, where Paul says that Christ
is the allotted portion of the saints. Then in 2:6 Paul tells us to walk in
Christ. This implies that Christ is the land, the territory, the realm, in
which we may walk. Furthermore, his reference to being rooted in Christ
in 2:7 also indicates that he was thinking of the good land. In order
to be rooted in Christ, He must be our land, our soil. All of these are
indications that the Christ revealed in Colossians is our good land. (Life-
study of Colossians, p. 162)

Today's Reading

Paul...was aware that God’s chosen people in Old Testament times enjoyed
the good land as their portion. Furthermore, he realized that the good
land was everything to them. It was through the good land that they could
worship God and build the temple for God’s testimony and for His unique
dwelling place. It was through the good land that God’s purpose could be
fulfilled through the children of Israel. Fully realizing what the good land
meant to God’s chosen people, Paul composed the Epistle to the Colossians
with the portrait of the good land in mind. Therefore, if we would experience
the all-inclusive Christ as revealed in this book, we need to realize that such
a Christ is typified by the land of Canaan. The Christ who is typified by the
good land is the processed Triune God as the life-giving Spirit.
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In Joshua 5:11 and 12 we see a hint that the good land typifies Christ as the
continuation of the manna. Verse 11 says that the children of Israel ate of the
produce of the land. Verse 12 is especially clear: “And the manna ceased on that
day, when they ate of the produce of the land; and there was no longer manna
for the children of Israel, but they ate of the yield of the land of Canaan that
year.” Manna was a type of Christ as the life supply for God’s people. As these
verses in Joshua point out, the produce of the good land was the continuation
of the manna. Therefore, if the manna typifies Christ, the produce of the good
land must also typify Him. By means of the supply of manna in the wilderness,
God’s people were able to build the tabernacle as God’s dwelling place. In the
same principle, through the supply of the rich produce of the land, they were
able to build the temple as a more solid dwelling place for God. No doubt, the
good land enjoyed by the children of Israel is a significant type of Christ, for
through the enjoyment of it, the temple was built.

The land is the crucial focus of the Old Testament...[God] called out
Abraham and told him that He would bring him into a certain land, which
was the land of Canaan. Consider how many times from Genesis 12 to the
end of the Old Testament the Lord referred to the land. Actually, the center
of the Old Testament is the temple within the city built in the good land...The
land is the figure of the all-inclusive Christ, a type of Christ as everything to
us. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 162-165)

The experience of the children of Israel in the good land typifies our
enjoyment of Christ today. Christ is our good land, and the various aspects of
the riches of Christ are typified by the produce of the land. If we enjoy the rich
supply of Christ, we will be able to live Christ. We will also be empowered to
defeat the enemies. The enemies are always defeated when we enjoy Christ.
Furthermore, through the enjoyment of the riches of Christ, the kingdom of
God is established in the church, and the temple is built for God’s dwelling
place. All these matters—living the Christian life, defeating the enemies,
establishing the kingdom of God, and building the house of God—issue out
from the enjoyment of the riches of Christ. (Life-study of 1 Corinthians, p. 449)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 6, 20—21; CWWL, 1966,
vol. 1, “Christ Our Portion,” ch. 1
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 3:8 And | have come down to deliver them,...to bring them up out of
that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey...

John 1:29 ...Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

12:24 Truly, truly, | say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the
ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

Milk is produced by cattle that feed on grass, and honey is made by bees
from the nectar of flowers. Therefore, milk and honey signify the riches
of Christ which come from the two aspects of His life: His redeeming life,
typified by the animal life (John 1:29), and His generating life, typified by
the vegetable life (12:24). The all-inclusive Christ is exceedingly rich for our
enjoyment. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 3, p. 426)

Whenever we come to the Lord’s table to enjoy Christ as the all-inclusive
One, in our experience we are in the good land enjoying the riches of the
land. This means that the good land has become a table, a feast, for our
enjoyment. At this table, this feast, we are satisfied, and God is satisfied also.
If we see this, we will realize that to enter into the good land is to come to the
Lord’s table.

The table is a feast for our enjoyment...It is crucial for us to understand
that to come to the table is to enjoy Christ as the good land. (Life-study of 1
Corinthians, pp. 448-449)

Today's Reading

In Colossians 1:12 Paul says that the Father has qualified us “for a share
of the allotted portion of the saints in the light” Many may read this verse
without paying attention to the phrase in the light. Christ, our portion, is to
be enjoyed by us in the light.
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In John 8:12 the Lord Jesus said that He is the light of the world and that
whoever follows Him will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life...
First John 1:5 says that God is light. He alone is the source of light. The Word
of God, Christ, the life of Christ, the believers, and the church can all be light
because they have God as their source.

Psalm 119:105 says that the Word of God is a lamp to our feet and a light
to our path, and 119:130 says that the opening of God’s words gives light. The
Word of God is light because it contains God. If the Bible did not contain God,
the words of the Bible could not enlighten us. The source of the Bible is God,
and God is light. Therefore, the words of the Bible are the shining of light.

In John 9:5 the Lord Jesus said, “While I am in the world, I am the light
of the world.” God and Christ are one. Since God is light, Christ also is light.
Christ is the light of the world in a very definite way. The world in John 9:5
denotes society, mankind. Thus, Christ is the light not just in a general way
but in a definite way as the light of society, of mankind.

The life of Christ is also light [cf. 1:4]...When we receive Christ as life, this
life becomes light in us, shining upon us and enlightening us from within.

Those who believe in Christ are also the light. Speaking of the believers,
the Lord Jesus said, “You are the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14). In
Philippians 2:15 Paul says that the believers “shine as luminaries in the
world.” A luminary does not have light in itself; it reflects light that comes
from another source. The believers are luminaries. In ourselves we have no
light. The light comes from the oil, the Spirit, burning within us. The source
of our light is not ourselves but Christ as the Spirit.

In Revelation 1:20 we see that the church is a lampstand, a stand that
holds and supports a burning lamp. The lamp is Christ with God in Him as
light (21:23). In the universe there is one light, God Himself. The Triune God
is the unique light. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 55-57)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Corinthians, msg. 50; Life-study of
Colossians, msg. 7
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:2 As newborn babes, long for the guileless milk of the word in
order that by it you may grow unto salvation.

Psa. 119:103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! Sweeter than honey
to my mouth!

The barley loaves of the plant life signify the generating aspect of Christ’s
life, and the fishes signify the redeeming aspect of His life. As the generating
life, Christ grew on the land, on the God-created earth. As the redeeming life,
He lived in the sea, the Satan-corrupted world. In order to regenerate us He
grew on the God-created earth for producing life, but in order to redeem us
He lived in the satanic and sinful world. Just as fish can live in salty water
without being salty, so Christ could live in the sinful world without being
sinful and without being affected by the world...It is significant, therefore,
that He fed the people with barley loaves and fishes. This indicates that
He fed them with the generating life and the redeeming life, the life that
overcomes death.

The Lord is signified by both the barley loaves and the fishes, for He is
the plant life to generate us and the animal life to redeem us. Eventually, the
feeding with Christ’s resurrection life results in eternal life. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, pp. 696-697)

Today's Reading

Born through regeneration (1 Pet. 1:3, 23), the believers become babes
who can grow in life...for God’s building by being nourished with the
spiritual milk...The milk of the word is not milk for the body but milk for the
soul, the inner being. It is conveyed in the word of God to nourish our inner
man through the understanding of our rational mind, and it is assimilated by
our mental faculties. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 125-126)
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Song of Songs 4:11 says, “Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb:
honey and milk are under thy tongue; and the smell of thy garments
is like the smell of Lebanon.” (Smell in this verse is different from the
word fragrance in the previous verse.) No human or natural smell can be
compared to the fragrance that emanates from the maiden. This naturally
makes her lips drop as the honeycomb. Honey is sweet, and it restores the
stricken ones. But this sweetness is not produced overnight. It comes from
a long period of gathering, inward activity, and careful storage. This is the
unique possession of one who is taught by God. From the mouth of the
maiden issue forth sweet and refreshing words, not gossip, jokes, or rash
words. Her words are not outbursts of torrents, but drops of honey from the
honeycomb. This is the slowest kind of dripping. Some people have the urge
to speak; their words are like the babbling of brooks. Even when they speak
about spiritual things, the way they speak shows that they have not passed
through the deeper work of grace. In this verse we can notice not only her
lips slowly dropping sweet honey, but the things that are stored within her.
“Honey and milk are under thy tongue.” The top of the tongue is where man
takes in food, whereas under the tongue is where man stores food. This
means that she has stored up these things; there are riches within her. She
has more than enough food. Honey restores the weak ones, whereas milk
feeds the immature ones. She has stored so many riches within her that food
seems to be under her tongue, and she can dispense to the needy ones at
any time. However, she does not reveal all that she has. She is not like many
people who exhibit on the outside all that they have inside. Honey and milk
are under her tongue; they are not on her lips. (CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of
Songs,” pp. 71-72)

He enjoys her word as fresh honey (for restoring the weak), which comes
from her lips, and her word as honey and milk (for restoring the weak and
feeding the immature ones), which are under her tongue, and the fragrance of
her conduct as the fragrance of ascension. (Life-study of Song of Songs, p. 32)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of Songs,” sec. 3; Life-study of
Song of Songs, msg. 4
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:6-7 As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord,
walk in Him, having been rooted and being built up in Him, and
being established in the faith even as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

9-10 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and you
have been made full in Him, who is the Head of all rule and authority.

The section of Colossians that includes 2:8-15...contains a number of
important points. Many...are related to Christ as the good land, as the rich
soil in which we have been rooted. The expression having been rooted in
verse 7 implies that there is soil...Having been rooted in the soil, we grow
with the elements that we absorb from the soil. We know that Christ as the
soil is in our spirit. Now we must go on to see, from verses 8 through 15,
a description of the very soil in which we have been rooted. These verses
present a full description and definition of the soil. (Life-study of Colossians,
pp. 453-454)

Today's Reading

The first aspect of this very special soil is found in Colossians 2:9: “In
Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” We have been rooted in
the One in whom all the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily. We should
not allow anyone to carry us away from such a soil. To be carried away from
this soil is to be uprooted from it...The believers had been rooted in Christ
as the good land, as the One in whom all the fullness of the Godhead dwells.
Instead of allowing anyone to carry us away from this soil, we must stay
rooted in it. [In verse 10] we see more concerning the substance of Christ
as the soil. One aspect of the soil is that of the fullness of the Godhead,;
another aspect is that Christ is the Head of all rule and authority. In Christ
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as the good land, we have a number of different elements. The first element
is all the fullness of the Godhead, and the second is the Head of all rule and
authority.

When we are rooted in Christ as the soil, the first thing to take place
is that we are made full in Him (v. 10)...The Greek word [for made full]
implies completion, perfection, satisfaction, and full accomplishment.
In Christ as the soil, we are filled, completed, perfected, satisfied, and
thoroughly supplied...The first element of the soil is the fullness of the
Godhead. As we absorb into our being the rich nourishment from the
soil, we enjoy this fullness. Then this fullness makes us full, completes us,
perfects us, satisfies us, accomplishes everything for us, and thoroughly
supplies our every need.

This fullness is inexhaustible...God has planted us into a rich land. The
first aspect of this land is the fullness of the Godhead, the expression of God
in the old creation and in the new creation...Having been planted into such
rich soil, we absorb nourishment from the soil. The first element of the riches
of the soil is the fullness. In this fullness we have been made full. Thus, we
are short of nothing.

Paul wanted the Colossian believers to realize that since they had been
made full in Christ, they had no need to worship angels. Christ is the Head
of all rule and authority, and angels are just one item of God’s creation. In
the fullness we are made full, complete, and perfect. Everything necessary
is accomplished, and we are supplied and satisfied. Oh, this fullness is all-
inclusive. It includes righteousness, justification, holiness, sanctification,
and whatever we may need. Having been planted into this fullness, we
should simply absorb nourishment from it. As we do so, we will find that
we have no lack. The experiences of crucifixion and resurrection are in the
fullness. Praise the Lord that we may enjoy the universal, eternal, extensive,
all-inclusive fullness! This fullness dwells in Christ bodily. Since Christ is
the good land in which we have been rooted, we have been rooted in this
fullness; in it we have been made full, complete, and perfect. We have no
need whatever. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 454-457)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 44, 46, 51
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:12-14 Buried together with Him in baptism, in which also you
were raised together with Him through the faith of the operation of God,
who raised Him from the dead. And you, though dead...He made alive
together with Him, having forgiven us all our offenses; wiping out the
handwriting in ordinances, which was against us...; and He has taken it
out of the way, nailing it to the cross.

In Colossians 2:11 through 15 we find more elements. Verse 11 says, “In
Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands,
in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ.” The
soil also includes the circumcision of Christ, which denotes cutting and
killing...Verse 12, which says that we were buried together with Christ in
baptism, indicates that the soil also contains the element of burial...After
burial we are raised up. In verse 12 Paul speaks of God, who raised Christ
from the dead. This expression indicates that in Christ as the soil there is an
element that causes us to be raised up. According to verse 13, we also are
made alive. There is an element in the soil that gives us life, enlivens us. In 1
Corinthians 15:45 Paul speaks of the life-giving Spirit. In Colossians 2:13 he
uses the same Greek term for life-giving, only in the past tense. As the solil,

Christ has made us alive; He has given us life. (Life-study of Colossians, pp.
454-455)

Today's Reading

In Colossians 2:14 and 15...we have more elements that are found in
Christ as the soil. The wiping out of the handwriting in ordinances is an
element in the soil. The same is true of the stripping off of the rulers and
the authorities, the making of a display of them openly, and the triumphing
over them in the cross...Praise Him that He is such a rich soil! We have been
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rooted in this soil. Day by day our roots need to sink deeper into Christ as the
unique soil.

On the negative side, however, as 2:11-15 indicates, we have the flesh, the
ordinances, and the rulers and authorities. Young and old, male and female,
cultured and uncultured—we all are troubled by these three categories of
negative things. We all have the flesh, we all have some type of ordinances, and
we all are subject to the evil authorities in the atmosphere. Sin, worldliness,
and offenses have their source in these negative things. Praise the Lord that in
Christ as the soil we have the element of circumcision, which puts the flesh to
death! In Christ as the soil, there is killing power...In the soil of the good land in
which we are rooted is the “salt” of circumcision. This element does not cause
anything to grow, but it is effective in killing germs. It cuts the flesh and kills it.

After the Kkilling, we have burial. In Christ as the soil, there is an element
that causes us to be buried. Furthermore, there is another element that
raises us up...In Christ as the soil, we are put to death, buried, raised up,
and given life. The killing and the burial take the negative things away
from us, whereas being raised takes us away from the negative things.
Then the element in the soil that gives life makes us living. Therefore, in
Christ as the soil, there are elements that kill us, bury us, raise us up, and
make us living.

According to 2:14, the handwriting in ordinances, which was against us
and contrary to us, has been wiped out. It has been nailed to the cross. In
the soil there is also the element of the wiping out of the ordinances. We all
have certain kinds of ordinances concerning the way we conduct our daily
life. These ordinances may not be in writing, but they are inscribed in our
mentality. Perhaps you have never realized this, but ordinances hinder your
growth in life. In order for you to grow properly, they need to be wiped out,
nailed to the cross. I can testify that as [ absorb nourishment from Christ as
the soil, my ordinances are wiped out. Today we do not need ordinances. We
simply need to assimilate the riches from the soil that we may grow and be
built up. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 455, 457-458)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 52—53
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:7 Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being
established in the faith even as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

15 Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He made a display of
them openly, triumphing over them in it.

In the soil there is also an element that strips off the rulers and authorities
and triumphs over them (Col. 2:15). This element is victorious over the evil
spirits in the atmosphere. Both believers and unbelievers realize that there
is something evil surrounding them. People try to be good, but something
causes them to do evil...If we try in ourselves to combat the power of
darkness in the atmosphere, we will be defeated. But there is an element in
Christ as the soil that defeats the evil spirits. As we stay rooted in the soil
and absorb its rich elements, the rulers and authorities in the heavenlies will
be stripped off. There is an element in the soil that strips off the power of
darkness. We have been planted into this soil, and now we must enjoy all its
riches. (Life-study of Colossians, p. 458)

Today's Reading

We are rooted in Christ, who is the rich, fertile soil. Having been rooted
in Him, we should go on to absorb His riches. As a tree absorbs nourishing
elements from the soil through its roots, we also should absorb the riches
of Christ into us...A tree’s growth depends upon the nourishment it absorbs
through its roots. Since we have been rooted into Christ, we should remain in
Him in a practical way day by day. In our experience we need to stay rooted
in Christ. However, if we forget Christ in matters such as eating and drinking,
we are not rooted in Him in our experience. When we eat our food, we may
not remember Christ. After our meal we may spend some time in prayer. But
even at the beginning of our prayer, we may not actually and experientially
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be rooted in Christ, for we may pray many unnecessary things. But in His
mercy and patience, the Lord waits until we begin to pray in a genuine way.
Then in our experience we absorb Christ’s riches. However, when our time of
prayer is finished, it may happen that we do not go on to assimilate what we
have absorbed of Him. According to the Lord’s words in John 15, it could be
that we do not abide in Him.

In the morning many saints spend time with the Lord. However, even though
they spend a certain amount of time with Him, they may not absorb much of His
riches. The reason is that they are in too much of a hurry. If we would absorb
the riches of Christ into us as our nourishment, we should not be rushed.

If we would absorb the riches of Christ as the soil, we need to have
tender, new roots. Do not let yourself get old, but be fresh and renewed day
by day. Pray to the Lord, “Lord, I want my consecration to be fresh, and I
want to open to You anew. [ want my roots to be tender that [ may absorb
Your riches. Lord, don’t let my roots get old.” If our roots are tender and new
to absorb the riches of Christ, we will grow automatically with the riches we
assimilate. This is to enjoy Christ and to experience Him subjectively, daily,
and hourly.

If you see that we have been rooted in Christ as the rich soil, you will be
comforted and encouraged. Do not be troubled by your weaknesses...In this
soil do you not have the fullness, the circumcision, the burial, the raising up,
the giving of life, the wiping out of the ordinances, and the stripping off of
the powers of darkness?...Take time to absorb Him, to assimilate the rich
elements from Him as the soil. If you take time to absorb the Lord, you will
be able to testify that in Christ you have no lack.

Every morning we need to take an adequate amount of time to absorb
the Lord. Although even ten minutes is good,...if you spend thirty minutes to
absorb the Lord and to enjoy Him in the morning, you will not be bothered
by negative things during the day. The “flies” and “scorpions” will not pester
you, for the elements in the soil will repel them. (Life-study of Colossians, pp.
477-479, 459-460)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 47—48, 55
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Take time to behold Him

Encouragement — For Fellowship with the Lord
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1. Take time to be - hold Him,
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Speak oft with Thy Lord,

G’ c
T

A - bide in Him al -  ways,
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feed on His Word.
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Wait thou in His pre - sence, mis - sive and meek,
7 7
13 p F/A F . B Gm c F Bh/F F
) ——r 3 | = v T i t —
La T 1 ; [ i | - = & Il T T I Il
} } I | - { [ 1 & | K3 (73
For - get-ting in noth - ing bless -ing  to seek.

2. Take time to behold Him,

The world rushes on;

Spend much time in secret
With Jesus alone.

By looking to Jesus
Like Him thou shalt be;

Thy friends, in thy conduct,
His likeness shall see.

3. Take time to behold Him,

Let Him be thy guide;

And run not before Him
Whatever betide;

In joy or in sorrow
Still follow thy Lord,

And, looking to Jesus,
Still trust in His Word.

4. Take time to behold Him,

Be calm in thy soul,
Each thought and each temper
Beneath His control.
Thus led by His Spirit
To fountains of love,
Thou then shalt be fitted
His mercy to prove.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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