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Week Two

Knowing and Taking Christ
as Our Pattern

Hymns: 656

Scripture Reading: Phil. 2:5-11
§ Day 1

I. In order to experience Christ and live Christ, we must

know Him as our pattern and take Him as our pattern—
Phil. 2:5-11:

A.In 2:5-11 Paul presents Christ as the pattern; we need to have this pattern
infused into us.

B.The pattern of the Christian life is the God-man Savior who emptied
Himself and humbled Himself and who has been exalted and glorified by
God—uvv. 6-9:

1. Although the Lord was equal with God, He did not consider being equal with
God a treasure to be grasped and retained; He emptied Himself, laying aside
what He possessed—the form of God—vv. 6-7a.

2.In His incarnation the Lord did not alter His divine nature; He changed only
His outward expression from the form of God to the form of a slave—v. 7.

3. The Lord became "in the likeness of men"—vv. 7b-8a:

a.The form of God implies the inward reality of Christ's deity; the

2025 June Semiannual Training - Week 2 Outline- Page 1



TEEE NEIMERIRH -

b S E T AR A - B A A AR A S
BLEAH ©

c AEHEANERIER - B ARRT -

VAEBRAT  WNEE TR L
W

D ERAT R SOEEAT

b BEHHEAT - EFAEEAT -

¢ FFRTE  RIETRERIRE—— 3 B
=2l

S ERRECEH TR WEFLPIES s
M TBEALY EE ——=9:

a HERIMHRXEAN T AN E——/EZ32~ 33>
Fi3le

b AVEXG S 0 Ty R IR KRN R -
c FHEIEFNH » BRI - T EH 8R4 -

O X4 FIskEM S TIEL > —VUMZEZ
ERIRYFEEH -

O FIERIIEE > BREF VIR ZIuEfTE
H—RE 10

d AN aRE T > SR ECHER  XEEE
FEH B TIELE  —VIRT 3 ER RS
B——11 77 MAi+F 24 ~ 28

Z EANBHEGRNGEA, — M RGHEP AL
WA, TR AEE,

1

O AFRNAF¥FEILHE2ANE—FF 20

likeness of men denotes the outward appearance of His humanity.

b.He appeared to men as a man outwardly, but as God, He had the
reality of deity inwardly.

c. Christ entered into the condition of humanity, and He was found in
fashion as a man.

4. Christ humbled Himself by becoming obedient even unto death—the death of
the cross—v. 8b:

a. Humbling Himself was a further step in emptying Himself.
b.Christ's self-humbling manifested His self-emptying.

c. The death of the cross was the climax of Christ's humiliation—Acts
8:33; Phil. 3:21.

5. The Lord humbled Himself to the uttermost, but God exalted Him to the highest
peak and bestowed on Him "the name which is above every name"—2:9:

a. God has exalted Jesus, a real man, to be the Lord of all—Acts 2:32-33;
5:31.

b.This exaltation of Christ was the manifestation of resurrection power.
c. The highest name in the universe, the greatest name, is the name of Jesus:

1) The name is the expression of the sum total of what the Lord Jesus is
in His person and work.

2) In the name of Jesus means in the sphere and element of all that the
Lord is—Phil. 2:10.

d.The result of our confessing that Jesus is Lord is that God the Father is
glorified; this is the great end of all that Christ is and has done in His
person and work—v. 11; 1 Cor. 15:24-28.

C. The principle of this pattern is that someone with the highest life and

position would be willing to live in a lowly way.

2025 June Semiannual Training - Week 2 Outline- Page 2



[A_]

A RMGBEHE LB RN, L& I,
% p e —HBE=5, 12 ~13:

— AR ZAEAE, HFEACHRBEEY, b
A NEW, ERNE®ET—13 T,

Z A BERMNAEFTAZAZEGRN, 752 &0
R R e ERR SO, KMNELTZR
B,

= BMLAAEEABTOAREET L, HAHLLEEZAR
e, Rhe, RAACENRFAREIZE R
BHIAEFTL, HHRE—O6~T7 7,

(B=]

W AR EMGHEGRE, it R AN L8 L
i M= 4.

L BEEA - MEEZEE CHERACH A X
P MRA LU 2 IR 3F Z B 1 EFF A
KM ERREERFHAL « BFKH -

2 BATEFT T ROEENRIBEE XS
HM BRE T Ed— 1= 20

a TR R 2 TR BRI R > Ty
RS T SE ZHTA -

b HBATEREEN > BATBLZEET TR Em
By —fr———21 £ -

3 DAXAMTHRE £ BN > SiaETT B RS
21T WEATHEAR S AR ——=10:

a BT TRER  BAIRELHARAES

O AFRNA¥FEILE2ANE—SF 3R

§ Day 2

II. Christ as our pattern is not only objective but also subjective
and experiential—Phil. 2:5, 12-13:

A.The One who set up the pattern and who Himself is the pattern is now
operating within us as the indwelling God—v. 13.

B. The principle of Christ as the inward pattern for our living is that even
if we have the highest standard or the highest position, we should not
grasp it.

C. We need to be partners with Christ in His human living, especially in His
emptying and humbling Himself and in His not grasping equality with God
as a treasure—vv. 6-7.

§ Day 3

D.The Christ who is our pattern is now the life within us—Col. 3:4:

1. We have a life in us that is a self-emptying and self-humbling life; this life
never grasps at something as a treasure but is always willing to lay aside
position and title.

2. We have Christ crucified as our pattern, and this pattern is the crucified life
within us—Gal. 2:20:

a. The steps of Christ's humiliation in Philippians 2:5-8 are all aspects of
the crucified life lived out in a full way.

b.When we live Christ, we live the One who is the pattern of a crucified
life—1:21a.

3. Taking the crucified life as our pattern opens the gate for resurrection and
brings us into the power of resurrection—3:10:

a. By living a crucified life, we can experience the power of resurrection

2025 June Semiannual Training - Week 2 Outline- Page 3



REFHESZANEERE—H— 19~ 22« that exalted Christ to the highest peak in the universe—Eph. 1:19-22.
b it FEEAE TR T FENAE T 1 b.The highest life on earth is the crucified life; whenever we live a

IR A TER gt 1 AR ERTRREE - crucified life, God will bring us into the power of resurrection.

4 FBARA L E MM AT H o2 0 WEFWHAE 4.Christ should be exalted not only objectively in the universe but also
BITHEA SR EE——RE 9 subjectively in our daily life—Phil. 2:9:

a HPA AR E AT+ Z2Rm A an fERA T H & A 7ERY a. Christ is exalted in us when we take Him as the crucified life to be the
Bt MUt E TR ] B =2 - pattern of our daily life.

b  PERELE 2 R EHYBEN - T B bR B = 2y b.The bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ is the power that
REE—— 19« exalts Christ—1:19.

A ZMNEEZULETR :?Ml] a9 4% #1’—, #% %2 vA 1L If we would take Christ as our pattern, we need to take
AEGSEA M] By &—= 5 Christ's mind as our mind—2:5:
— RFRRESNBALBENAETE, A ﬁ}f’z 4.7  A.Paul not only took Christ as his living and expression outwardly but also
2@ AN S B——k AT = 16, took the mind of Christ as his mind inwardly—1 Cor. 2:16.

ZABHCEALAMNER, FEHAXCERLF  B.For the mind of Christ to be in us means that this mind is something
M, AEWOERLEALREAT, BALR living; actually, the mind of Christ is Christ Himself, for the person of
AL D AEMEGGSEE, Christ is manifested in His mind.

Z &MEF2HF AT, 47k “ABFIRKLZHNE  C Weneed to open ourselves and let "this mind" be in us—Phil. 2:5;
U FAEKMEB—HZ5

| TN EEEESH 5 =710 "8 FUTify “gE" - 1. This refers to the considering in verse 3 and to the regarding in verse 4.
2 HEBEZEAC HUTRUMIEAR - BN - 3 2. This kind of thinking was in Christ when He emptied Himself, taking the form

HEERECHIHE » fERAXEE——T ~ 877 of a slave, and humbled Himself, being found in fashion as a man—vv. 7-8.
3EWATEAXHENLE  EEFEEEN O ESH 3.To have such a mind requires us to be one with Christ in His inward
E————8° parts—1:8.
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5:7-8:
A.The Word of God tells us that the Lord Jesus and the Father are one—John
10:30.

B.The Father and the Son are equal, equipotent, coexisting, and existing
simultaneously.

C.Philippians 2:5-7 forms one section, and verses 8 through 11 form
another section:

1. The first section is on Christ emptying Himself.
2. The second section is on Christ humbling Himself in His humanity—v. 8.

D.When the Lord came to the earth, He emptied Himself of the glory, power,
position, and image of His deity.

E. The Father became the representation of authority, and the Son became
the representation of submission:

1. When the Lord came down to the earth, He dropped authority on the one
hand and picked up submission on the other hand.

2. He set His heart to become a slave, to be restricted in time and space as a
man.

3. The Lord humbled Himself, becoming obedient; the obedience in the Godhead
is the most wonderful thing in the whole universe.
§ Day 5 & Day 6
F. We should submit to authority; this is a great matter.

G.We need to have the mind in us which was in Christ Jesus—v. 5:

1. All of us should take the way of our Lord, taking His principle of submission
as our principle of submission.

2. Whoever knows this principle will realize that no sin is uglier than rebellion
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and that nothing is more important than submission—Jude 11; Rom. 1:5;
16:26.

3. Only when we see the principle of submission can we serve God—Matt. 4:10;
20:28; Acts 6:2; Rom. 1:9; 16:18; Heb. 12:28; Rev. 22:3.

4. God's principle can be maintained only by submitting in the way that the Lord
submitted.

H.Hebrews 5:8 tells us that the Lord's obedience was learned through
suffering:

1. Suffering brought obedience to Him.
2. True submission is found when there is still obedience in spite of suffering.

3.When the Lord came to the earth, He did not bring obedience with Him;
rather, He learned it through sufferings.

I. Salvation not only brings joy; it also brings submission—Rom. 1:5; 16:19,
26; Titus 3:1:

1. Only the submissive ones will experience the fullness of salvation.

2. We need to be submissive, even as the Lord was submissive.

3. The Lord became the source of our salvation through obedience—Heb. 5:8-9.
4. God saved us with the hope that we would submit to His will—Rom. 4:11.

J. When one meets God's authority, submission is a simple matter, and knowing
God's will is also a simple matter, because the Lord, who was submissive
throughout His life, has already given us His life of submission—John 11:25.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, who,
existing in the form of God, did not consider being equal with God a treasure
to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, becoming
in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of a cross.

In Philippians 1 the central point is to magnify Christ, to live Christ (vv.
20-21). In chapter 2 it is to take Christ as our pattern, our model. This
pattern is the standard of our salvation (v. 12). Verses 5 through 16 reveal
that the word of life works out the pattern by the operating God in order to
apply salvation to our daily living. In this way we enjoy Christ and live Him,
taking Him as our pattern. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3489)

[In Philippians 2:6] the Greek word rendered “existing” denotes existing
from the beginning. It implies the Lord’s eternal preexistence. The word
form refers to the expression, not the fashion, of God’s being (Heb. 1:3). It is
identified with the essence and nature of God’s person and thus expresses
His essence and nature. This refers to Christ’s deity.

Although the Lord was equal with God, He did not consider being equal
with God a treasure to be grasped and retained [Phil. 2:6]. Rather, He laid
aside the form of God, not the nature of God, and emptied Himself, taking the
form of a slave. (Life-study of Philippians, p. 86)

Today's Reading

Philippians 2:7 goes on to say that Christ “emptied Himself, taking the
form of a slave, becoming in the likeness of men.” When Christ emptied
Himself, He laid aside what He possessed—the form of God. The word form
in verse 7 is the same word as used for the form of God in verse 6. In His
incarnation the Lord did not alter His divine nature; He changed only His
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outward expression from the form of God, the highest form, to that of a slave,
the lowest form. This was not a change of essence; it was a change of state.
The word becoming indicates entering into a new state.

The form of God implies the inward reality of Christ’s deity; the likeness of
men denotes the outward appearance of His humanity. He appeared to men
as a man outwardly, but as God, He had the reality of deity inwardly.

Verse 8 continues, “And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of a cross.”
When Christ became in the likeness of men, entering into the condition of
humanity, He was found in fashion as a man. The word fashion implies the
outward guise, the semblance. What Christ looked like in His humanity was
found by men to be in fashion as a man.

First, He emptied Himself by putting aside the form, the outward
expression, of His deity and becoming in the likeness of men. Then He
humbled Himself by becoming obedient even unto death. Christ was God
with the expression of God. Although He was equal with God, He put aside
this equality and emptied Himself by taking the likeness of men. This
indicates that He became a man through incarnation. Then, being found in
the appearance of a man, He humbled Himself. This means that when He was
a man, He did not insist on anything. Rather, He humbled Himself to the point
of dying on the cross. This is Christ as our pattern.

Christ’s self-humbling manifested His self-emptying. The death of the
cross was the climax of Christ’s humiliation. To the Jews this was a curse
(Deut. 21:22-23). To the Gentiles it was a death sentence imposed upon
malefactors and slaves (Matt. 27:16-17, 20-23). Hence, it was a shameful
thing (Heb. 12:2).

The Lord’s humiliation involves seven steps: emptying Himself, taking the
form of a slave, becoming in the likeness of men, humbling Himself, becoming
obedient, being obedient even unto death, and being obedient unto the death
of the cross. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 86-88)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 10

2025 June Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 2



% Fm ] —

= \\/ nE#
E/_éuﬁu

BE= 12 ~13 “3 b, KF L, HRAKAF
IR EG, T2 R 5 AR E £ 6%, #2 KA b
TR, ARG, LY BALRA, R
A8 T RE, BAA T RAAE R EE, £
TN B @iElT, SAENZEHFTE, 7

RAEKRN LA —FWE, FRNFHEWEEAL
WE? ER L, TEEKRMNE®? Hrtb —F AT
FEMER, WEEKEEAANET. BHib, 2L
el ey, ERNBEFNEETRZER L, HEHEF
AFHENETZA, REMTEWNH T . XEHFE
ME —EH K. AW, WREFREZRHE=ZEXR
£, S RBAVE Are DA A RANTEH? RATER
EEABEREACHEE, ASERLH—[? X
AR . RATEBZUEBEAGH, IHEHFLTE
ER . (HLHHEmEE, LA )

b

BATE AT REERENTE TV E? (= 12, )
W R EATR A K EKATHE, K- E A2 AF KA
HOWT ALY ~RARETERTATY, TiAEAT
B, REZ9HBENEHERNAREZMFL2ER?

BETMEZHE, REeTHEF I -F+=
TREHWEN., XENREF I ZEHE KH, T
EREHANEHNERZ ODERIWHKE, —F+ =
THY AT —F, BAARTRE NIEZRE TR
WER. FREANOKRE, TEwE /LY XEM%
BATEN, UEEHRNEFNER. RNOEFHF

O AFNAFEFEEIGFG-FE2RARMES -3 11

WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:12-13 So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not
as in my presence only but now much rather in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who operates in you
both the willing and the working for His good pleasure.

Now we must go on to ask where is this Christ who is our pattern. Is He
in heaven, or is He in us? Philippians 2:9 says clearly that God has highly
exalted Christ. Thus, there can be no doubt that as our pattern Christ is in
heaven. He has been exalted to the highest peak in the universe, where God
is. This is related to the objective aspect of the pattern. However, if Christ
were only in the third heaven objectively, how could we take Him as our
pattern today? How could we, who are on earth, follow One who has been
exalted and who is now in heaven? It would be impossible. In order for us
to take Christ as our pattern, this pattern must be subjective. (Life-study of
Philippians, p. 83)

Today's Reading

How is it possible for us to work out our own salvation [Phil. 2:12]? If we
could work out our salvation, would that not make salvation a matter of our
own works?...Since salvation is not of works but of grace, what does Paul
mean by telling us to work out our salvation?

The key to understanding Paul’s word is to know the meaning of salvation
in this verse. Salvation here is not salvation from the lake of fire. Rather, it
refers to what Paul has already said about salvation earlier in this Epistle.
The words so then in verse 12 indicate that what Paul says in this verse is
a consequence of what has gone before. Working out our salvation is the
result of taking Christ as our pattern, as seen in the preceding verses. As our
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pattern, Christ is our salvation. However, this salvation needs to be worked
out by us.

In order for this to be accomplished in our experience, the pattern must
be subjective to us as well as objective. If it were only objective, it could not
be the salvation worked out by us. The salvation here is not the salvation
we receive; it is the salvation we work out. The salvation we receive is
the salvation from God’s condemnation and from the lake of fire. There
is no need for us to work out that kind of salvation. The salvation here
in Philippians is salvation of another kind, or of a different degree...The
salvation in 2:12 is actually a living person. This person is the very Christ
whom we live, experience, and enjoy. A pattern that is only objective could
not be our salvation in this way. The fact that salvation is a living person and
that this person is our pattern indicates that the pattern is subjective as well
as objective. Another reason for saying that the pattern is subjective as well
as objective is related to the fact that the book of Philippians is a book on the
experience of Christ. Anything that is a matter of spiritual experience must
be subjective. Based upon this principle and upon the context of the book
of Philippians as a whole, Christ as the pattern is not only objective but also
subjective and experiential.

Furthermore, following his word about working out our salvation, Paul
goes on to say, “For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the
working for His good pleasure” (2:13). The word for at the beginning of verse
13 indicates that God’s operating in us is related to our working out our own
salvation with fear and trembling. God operates in us both the willing and the
working for His good pleasure. Surely the working in verse 13 refers to the
working out in verse 12. We may confess that we are not able to work out our
own salvation. Yes, in ourselves we are not able. But God, the One operating
in us, is able. Since He is operating in us both the willing and the working, we
can work out our own salvation. Paul’s word about God operating in us is a
further indication that the pattern is subjective as well as objective...When
we cooperate with God’s operation in us, we take Christ as our pattern. (Life-
study of Philippians, pp. 84-86)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 10
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Col. 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be
manifested with Him in glory.

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself
up for me.

The pattern presented in [Philippians 2:5-8] is now the life within us. This
life is what we call a crucified life. The seven steps of Christ’s humiliation are
all aspects of the crucified life. Although Christ had the expression of deity,
He laid aside this expression. However, He did not lay aside the reality of
His deity. He laid aside the higher form, the form of God, and took on a much
lower form, the form of a slave. In this, He emptied Himself. Surely this is a
mark of a crucified life. Then, after becoming a man and being found in the
appearance of a man, Christ humbled Himself even unto the death of the
cross. This was the crucified life lived out in a full and absolute way. (Life-
study of Philippians, p. 88)

Today's Reading

Christ is not only an outward pattern for us; He is also the life within
us. As this inner life, He would have us experience Him and thereby live a
crucified life. In this crucified life there is no room for rivalry, vainglory, or
self-exaltation. On the contrary, there is self-emptying and self-humbling.
Whenever we experience Christ and live Christ, we automatically live such
a crucified life. This means that when we live Christ, we live the One who
is the pattern of a crucified life. Then we also will empty ourselves and
humble ourselves.

Only the crucified life can live such a pattern. If we still do things out of
rivalry and vainglory or are still ambitious to be leaders, we are not living
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a crucified life. We are not emptying ourselves or humbling ourselves.
However, we have a life within us that truly is a self-emptying and self-
humbling life. This life never grasps at something as a treasure. Instead,
it is always willing to lay aside position and title. When the pattern in
Philippians 2 becomes our inward life, the pattern becomes our salvation.
Then we are saved from rivalry and vainglory. If the Philippians were not
willing to live according to this pattern, they could not make Paul’s joy
full. He would still be troubled by their rivalry and vainglory. But if they
were willing to live the crucified life, a life that always empties itself and
humbles itself, not grasping anything as a treasure, they would have the
genuine experience of Christ. Their experience of Christ as such a pattern
and inward life would make the apostle extremely happy. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, p. 3492)

Living a crucified life shows that toward the apostles we have
encouragement in Christ, consolation of love, fellowship of spirit, and
tenderheartedness and compassion...Paul was not concerned with how he
was treated by others. His concern was whether or not the believers would
take Christ as their pattern and live a crucified life. (Life-study of Philippians,
p. 89)

In Philippians 2:3-4 Paul says, “Doing nothing by way of selfish ambition
nor by way of vainglory, but in lowliness of mind considering one another
more excellent than yourselves; not regarding each his own virtues, but each
the virtues of others also.” In verse 5 Paul goes on to say, “Let this mind be
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” This verse indicates that the mind
that was in Christ Jesus should be in us. This in verse 5 refers to considering
in verse 3 and regarding in verse 4. This kind of thinking, this kind of mind,
was also in Christ when He emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave,
and humbled Himself, being found in fashion as a man (vv. 7-8). To have
such a mind requires us to be one with Christ in His inward parts (1:8).
To experience Christ, we need to be one with Him to this extent, that is, in
His tender, inward feeling and in His thinking. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 3489-3490)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 347
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:6 Who, existing in the form of God, did not consider being equal
with God a treasure to be grasped.

John 14:28 ... am going away and | am coming to you. If you loved
Me, you would rejoice because | am going to the Father, for the Father is
greater than I.

The Word of God tells us that the Lord Jesus and the Father are one [John
10:30]. In the beginning was the Word, just as in the beginning there was God.
The Word was God, and this Word created the heavens and earth. With God in the
beginning there was glory. It was an inapproachable glory, the glory of the Son. The
Father and the Son are equal, equipotent, coexisting, and existing simultaneously.
But there is a difference in person between the Father and the Son. It is not a
distinction in intrinsic nature but in arrangement in the Godhead. The Bible says
that the Lord did not consider being equal with God a treasure to be grasped (Phil
2:6)...The Lord’s equality with God is not something that He assumed by force. It is
not an assertion or a usurpation because the Lord had the image of God in the first
place. (CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” p. 141)

Today's Reading

Philippians 2:5-7 forms one section, while verses 8-11 form another
section. The first section is on Christ emptying Himself. The second section is
on Christ humbling Himself. The Lord lowered Himself twice, first in emptying
Himself in His deity, and then in humbling Himself in His humanity. When the
Lord came down to earth, He emptied Himself of the glory, power, position, and
image in His deity. As a result of His emptying, those without revelation did
not recognize Him and would not acknowledge Him as God, considering Him
merely as an ordinary man. In the Godhead the Lord voluntarily chose to be the
Son, submitting Himself to the authority of the Father. Hence, He said that the
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Father was greater than He (John 14:28). The Son’s position was a voluntary
choice of our Lord. In the Godhead there is full harmony. In the Godhead there
is equality, yet it is happily arranged that the Father should be the Head and
that the Son should submit. The Father became the representation of authority,
and the Son became the representation of submission.

The Lord’s submission is not a simple matter. The Lord’s submission is
more difficult than His creation of the heavens and the earth. In order to
submit He had to empty Himself of all the glory, power, position, and image
in His deity. He also had to take on the form of a slave. Only then could He
receive the qualification of submission. Hence, submission is something
created by the Son of God.

When the Lord came down to earth, He dropped authority on the one
hand and picked up submission on the other hand. He set His heart to
become a slave, to be restricted in time and space as a man. But this is not
all. The Lord humbled Himself, becoming obedient. The obedience in the
Godhead is the most wonderful thing in the whole universe. He became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, a painful and shameful
death. In the end, God exalted Him to the highest.

Because the Lord created submission, the Father became the Head to
Christ in the Godhead. Both authority and submission were established by
God...With Christ there is the principle of submission. Those who accept
submission are accepting the principle of Christ. Hence, those who are filled
with Christ will be filled with submission.

Today many ask, “Why do I have to submit?” They also ask, “Why do I have
to submit to you? I am a brother, and you are a brother.” Actually, men do
not have a right to say such things...Christ represents submission, a perfect
submission, just as God’s authority is perfect authority. Today some think
they know authority, but they do not know submission. (CWWN, vol. 47,
“Authority and Submission,” pp. 141-143)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” ch. 5
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 5:8-9 Even though He was a Son, [He] learned obedience from the
things which He suffered. And having been perfected, He became to all
those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation.

Rom. 1:5 Through whom we have received grace and apostleship unto
the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles on behalf of His name.

Concerning His deity, the Lord was equal with God. But His being the Lord
was something given to Him by God. Being made the Lord is something that
happened after He emptied Himself in His deity. The deity of the Lord Jesus is
something that is based on what He is. Being God is His original position. But
His attainment of the position of Lord is based on what He has done. When
He laid aside His divine form to fully maintain the principle of submission
and subsequently ascended to the heavens, God accorded to Him the position
of Lord. Based on Himself, He is God. Based on His attainment, He is Lord.
(CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” p. 143)

Today's Reading

This portion in Philippians 2 [vv. 5-11] is very difficult to explain and very
controversial. But it is also a most divine passage...It seems as if there was a
conference in the Godhead in the beginning in which a plan was made to create
the universe. In this plan the divine persons of the Godhead agreed with each
other and came to the understanding that the Father would be the representation
of authority. But if there was only authority without submission, authority could
not be established, because authority is not something isolated. Hence, there
must be submission in the universe. Two kinds of creatures were created in the
universe. The first kind was the angels—spirits. The second kind was man—
souls. God’s foreknowledge foresaw the rebellion of the angels and the failure of
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man. God’s authority cannot be built upon the angels or upon the descendants of
Adam. In the Godhead there was a harmonious decision that authority would be
established first within the Godhead. From that time on, there was a distinction
in operation of the Father and the Son. One day the Son willingly emptied Himself
to become a created man as the representation of submission to authority...It
was man who sinned and rebelled. Therefore, only through the submission of a
man could God’s authority be established. This is why the Lord had to come to
the earth to become a man and to be the same as a creature in every way.

The birth of the Lord is the coming forth of God. He did not retain His
authority by being God. Rather, He took up human restrictions by becoming a
man, even the restriction of a slave. This was a very risky matter for the Lord.
Once the Lord stepped out from the form of God, there was a possibility that
He could not return as a man. If He had not been submissive, He could have
reclaimed the divine form of His deity only in His position as the Son. However,
the principle of submission would have been broken forever. When the Lord
stepped out, there were only two ways for Him to return. One was to be a
proper man, absolutely and unreservedly submitting with no trace of rebellion,
being obedient step by step, and letting God bring Him back and set Him up
as Lord. If being a slave had been too difficult for Him, if weakness and the
limitations of the flesh had been too much for Him, and if submission had been
beyond Him, the only other way to return would have been for Him to force His
way back by using the authority and glory of His deity. But our Lord rejected
this way, a way which He was not meant to take. He set His heart to subject
Himself to the way of submission even unto death. Since He emptied Himself,
He could no longer refill Himself. He did not vacillate in His mind...Before He
returned, He completed His course of being obedient unto death in the position
of a man. (CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” pp. 143-144)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” ch. 5
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:9-11 Therefore also God highly exalted Him and bestowed on
Him the name which is above every name, that in the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue should openly confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to
the glory of God the Father.

[The Lord Jesus] was able to return because He accomplished a perfect and
pure submission. Suffering upon suffering was piled on Him, but He remained
absolutely submissive. There was not the slightest reaction or rebellion.
Therefore, God exalted Him and ushered Him back as Lord in the Godhead.
This was not just a refilling of what had been emptied but the ushering of a
man into the Godhead by the Father. The Son became Jesus (the man) and
was received back into the Godhead. Now we know the preciousness of the
name of Jesus. In the whole universe there is no one like Him. When the Lord
declared “It is done” on the cross, He did not mean that just salvation had been
secured but that everything that He said had been done. For this, He obtained
a name that is above every name. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow
and every tongue should openly confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. From that
time forward, He was not only God but Lord as well. His lordship speaks of His
relationship with God...His being the Christ speaks of His relationship with
the church. (CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” pp. 144-145)

Today's Reading

When the Lord came forth from God, He did not intend to return by His
deity. Rather, He intended to return through His exaltation as a man. This
is how God maintains His principle of submission...We should submit to
authority completely. This is a great matter. The Lord Jesus’ return to heaven
was through His being a man and being submissive in the form of a man.
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As a result He was exalted by God...In the whole Bible there is hardly any
passage as mysterious as this one [Phil. 2:5-11]. The Lord bade farewell to
His divine form. He did not return in just His divine form, because He had
put on the flesh. In Him there was no trace of disobedience; consequently,
He was exalted by God in His humanity. He stepped forth to give up His
glory. He returned to reclaim His glory. All of this was accomplished by God.
We need to have the mind in us which was in Christ Jesus...Whoever knows
this principle [of submission] will realize that no sin is uglier than rebellion
and that nothing is more important than submission. Only when we see the
principle of submission can we serve God. God’s principle can be maintained
only by submitting in the way that the Lord submitted. Once there is
rebellion, we are in the principle of Satan.

The Lord’s obedience was learned through suffering [Heb. 5:8]...True
submission is found when there is still obedience in spite of suffering. A
man’s usefulness is not in whether he has suffered, but in whether he has
learned obedience in suffering. Only those who are obedient to God are
useful. If the heart is not softened, the suffering will not go away. Our way is
the way of manifold sufferings. A man who yearns after ease and enjoyment
is of no use. We must all learn to be obedient in sufferings. When the Lord
came to the earth, He did not bring obedience with Him; rather, He learned it
through sufferings.

Salvation not only brings joy; it also brings submission...Only submissive
ones will experience the fullness of salvation. Otherwise, we change
the nature of salvation. We need to be submissive, even as the Lord was
submissive. The Lord became the source of our salvation through obedience.
God saved us with the hope that we would submit to His will. When one
meets God’s authority, submission is a simple matter, and knowing God’s will
is also a simple matter, because the Lord, who was submissive throughout
His life, has already given us His life of submission. (CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority
and Submission,” pp. 145-146)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” ch. 5
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WEEK 2 — HYMN

Consider Him, let Christ thy pattern be

Encouragement — For Considering Christ
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1. “Con - si - der Him,” let Christ thy pat - tern be,
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And know  that He hath ap - pre - hend - ed thee
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To share His ve - ry life, His pow’r di - vine,
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And in the like - ness of thy Lord to shine.

2. “Consider Him“; so shalt thou, day by day,
Seek out the lowliest place, and therein stay,
Content to pass away, a thing of nought,
That glory to the Father’s name be brought.

3. Shrink not, O child of God, but fearless go
Down into death with Jesus; thou shalt know
The power of an endless life begin,

With glorious liberty from self and sin.

4. “Consider Him,” and thus thy life shall be
Filled with self-sacrifice and purity;
God will work out in thee the pattern true,
And Christ’s example ever keep in view.

5. “Consider Him,” and as you run the race,
Keep ever upward looking in His face;

And thus transformed, illumined thou shalt be,

And Christ’s own image shall be seen in thee.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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