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Week Twelve
The True One

Hymns: 610

Scripture Reading: 1 John 5:6, 11-13, 20; 1:1-3; 3:24; 4:2, 6

§ Day 1

I. In 1 John 5:20 we have the crucial conclusion of the entire
Epistle of 1 John:
A.This Epistle reveals that now we are truly one with the Triune God, and
He becomes true, real, to us—1:3; 3:24; 4:2.
B.He becomes reality and life to us because we are in Him—>5:6; 2:24-25;
4:13.

II. We come to know the Triune God by experiencing and
enjoying Him—1:5; 2:27; 4:16; 5:11-12:
A.The concern of the apostle John in writing his Epistles was the experience
and enjoyment of the Triune God—2 John 8.

B.The Triune God is not merely the object of our faith; He is dwelling in
us as our life and life supply for our experience and enjoyment—1 John
4:13-15.

C.We need to know the Triune God experientially through the inner
enjoyment of the subjective God—2:27; 4:4.
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W KN EEANRZ—M, AL & E, #  D.If we would know the Triune God, we must be in the line of life and in the

AR ARWIAL, SMBELEFEKK, process of the growth in life; the more we grow in life, the more we will
AR K A X0y = —, be concerned with the Divine Trinity.
[(A_] § Day 2

ARARPEREF=Z—FH—X. F. R I1I. The Epistles of John reveal the Triune God—the Father, the
hg—1~2, Z23~24, =24, W2, 6, Son, and the Spirit—1 John 1:1-2; 2:23-24; 3:24; 4:2, 6, 13-
13~14, &6, 11~12, #3.9: 14;5:6,11-12; 2 John 9:

— NIRK, BRINRARR K, A — KL A Toknow the Father is to know Him as the source, the unique Initiator, the
#, WHARTR, €45, AALH; —H A One who plans, originates, and initiates; everything originates with Him,
RTA, —ELHMER R R—HFT— 2~ and everything proceeds from Him—1 John 1:2-3; 2:23-24; 4:2, 6, 13-14;
3, =23~24, @2, 6, 13~14, A4.9: 2 John 9:

| LR kimAe gL TMIEER T H K 1. The Father is the source of the eternal life; from Him and with Him the Son
A AKIRE R R A XEEN AR T HE was manifested as the expression of the eternal life for those the Father has
G——F—2~3 1l ~12° chosen to partake of and enjoy this life—1 John 1:2-3; 5:11-12.

) T RAWREREEGE DN EERENEE 2. The title Father refers to the impartation of life; through Christ's resurrection
R B G2 L ——= 1> fiZA—3 the Father imparts His life to His children—3:1; 1 Pet. 1:3.

ZHE—F—E NN AL E fe AT B.In 1 John 1:1-2 both the Word of life and life denote the divine person of

AT EBEMEZHOAL: #AEKRTES LR A, Christ, the Son, who was with the Father in eternity and was manifested
A ZAE RN ARE A E R—H—1, 14: in time through incarnation—]John 1:1, 14:

| FEBRMEMRE » Akix ~ 58 25 FEN 1. Christ the Son is the eternal, preexisting One who is the word of life from the
—f—F =13 14 k- beginning—1 John 2:13a, 14a.

2 ML B HR > 2F M KB RES 2. The Son of God was manifested that He might undo and destroy the works,
BT T——=8 1 the sinful deeds, of the devil—3:8b.

3 fEEAEY )L HBATHVFRIE TR RAVEY)——U 10 - 3. God sent His Son as a propitiation for our sins—4:10.

4 PERAY A TR FoR o FERIMEEMSEAE TS 4. God sent His only begotten Son into the world that we might have life and live
9T through Him—v. 9.
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5 fEY L2 g a2l ki A ap Y S ——1 11 ~ 5.The Son of God is the means through which God gives us His eternal life—
12 - 5:11-12.

6 AL S CEERTEHRE » T P EIRRAEE 6. Our Advocate with the Father is Jesus Christ the Righteous; when we sin, the
FHRERETA PESER - BT HFTEEtaT A - AT Lord Jesus, based on the propitiation that He accomplished, takes care of our
FORFHEHP > MR —Z 1 B\ 34 - case by interceding and pleading for us—2:1; Rom. 8:34.

Z RATOEFEST, BEORHAAZX R, $IR4)  C The Spirit of truth in 1 John 4:6 is the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of reality—
R—#H+wW17, + 3226, +5513: John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13:

1 RF b s XEREW IR emey) L +7AE 1. The Spirit is the reality; this means that the Spirit is the reality of all that

— VIR ——4S 16 ¢ Christ as the Son of God is—1 John 5:6.

2 EERBIGLATATNANTE » A THE = — 1 EE 2. By the Spirit whom Christ gave to us, we know that the Triune God abides in
BAIEH——=24- us—3:24.

W ATHETZEFTOH B R &MELEKXAEL  D.First John 4:13-14 reveals that we are abiding in God the Father and He
w, MAAEXRMNEZG; KAy MG 7 G2% in us, that God the Father has given to us of His Spirit, and that the Father

HAY; KO EFAEHANK L. has sent the Son as the Savior of the world:

| +=T10 "Ry s2” (Ei#% - “FH TR 1. Out of His Spirit (lit.) in verse 13 implies that the Spirit of God, whom God
1" ) o SHETIGAETERITNE » TSN - has given to us, is bountiful and without measure; by such a bountiful,
SEIREN  BEX RN - ZARENRE @ K immeasurable Spirit we know with full assurance that we and God are one
1 10AE £ EEdE - RERISHE— FHRIE and that we abide in each other—Phil. 1:19; John 3:34.

BE—WF—19-29=34-
2 ;A8 SEN  EAMETHE - GE T 2.0ur God, the Father, has given us the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit,

MG T AT XRMETFHSEE &N —— who is the bountiful supply of Jesus Christ, the Son—1 Cor. 15:45b; 2
PRETFTLAS N MRE=17 - Cor. 3:17.
A FAVANIRAAEE, AMNCAIASEEZH—  E Weknow the true One and are in the true One—1 John 5:20.
4% 2 20,
= § Day 3

H RN AT L RE], B ERE  IV. "We know that the Son of God has come and has given us an
BEM, AERNT ORI EE 8, &A1 understanding that we might know Him who is true; and we
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are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the
true God and eternal life"—v. 20:

A."We know":

1. We refers first to the apostles in their teaching and fellowship and then to all
the genuine believers as members of the Body of Christ—1:3, 6-7.

2.Know here refers to knowing by experiencing, enjoying, and possessing the
divine reality—3:2, 5.

B."The Son of God has come" through incarnation and through death and
resurrection as the Spirit to bring God to us as grace and reality so that we
may have the divine life and partake of God as love and light—]John 1:14;
Eph. 2:17; 1 John 1:5; 4:16.

C."Understanding” is the faculty of our mind enlightened and empowered
by the Spirit of reality to apprehend the divine reality in our regenerated
spirit—]John 16:12-15.

§ Day 4

D."Know the true One," or "Know Him who is true":

1. The Greek word translated "true" (alethinos) means "genuine, real," the
opposite of false and counterfeit:

a. Actually, the Greek word is simply "the True."
b.Only our Triune God is true; everything and everyone else are false.

2. The term the true One (which is subjective) refers to God becoming subjective
to us.

3.In this verse the God who is objective becomes the true One in our life and
experience:

a. The true One is the divine reality, and we know the true One, know
the divine reality, by experiencing, enjoying, and possessing this
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reality.

b.The Son of God has given us an understanding so that we may
experience, enjoy, and possess the true God, the divine reality.

c. This verse indicates that God has become our reality in our experience.

d.The God who was once objective to us has become our subjective reality.

E."We are in Him who is true":

1. We are in the True, in His Son Jesus Christ.
2. We not only know God—we are in God:

a. We not only have the knowledge of Him; we are also in an organic
union with Him.

b.We are one with Him organically.

3.No longer are we outside the True, and no longer are we outside His Son
Jesus Christ.

4. When John says that we are in the true One, he is making a crucial point: Not

only do we know the true One, and not only do we experience, enjoy, and
possess Him as the divine reality, but we are in this reality; we are in the true

One.

F. "We are...in His Son Jesus Christ":

1. To be in the true God is to be in His Son Jesus Christ.

2. Since Jesus Christ as the Son of God is the embodiment of God (Col. 2:9), to be
in Him is to be in the true God; this indicates that Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
is the true God.

3. Whether we say that to be in the true One is to be in His Son Jesus Christ, or
we are in the true One by virtue of being in Jesus Christ, the outcome is the
same, and the meaning is actually the same:

a.To be in the true One is equal to being in His Son Jesus Christ (for the

2025 June Semiannual Training - Week 12 Outline- Page 5



NAESE S SEE e — > ZEREMNE) -
b FM TR Ly B SR A E Bl > Fr DA E S B

[(Af]
£ “XRAM ’&i&ﬂil\,ﬁ/}i/\”:
| BATEEFE "X &

a ZJENA X7 fEm mhﬁimi
W B ATy 4: an

G TE

b A I %E+%%mm%%ﬁﬁﬂﬁuéwﬁ
fir © (B R SRS e VB S B A
HEEE > 8

¢ TR LA K RIESCE S LTI
;__%;ﬂ?i o

d HA AN B A A R ay L > — 5 —

AN ZMNHAEZEFT T FEH “X7 RITHS,
ERAFERGTLR:

1 X" X AEEBA FEH B A A 15 |
L2 o

2 B TEAE L HE L FER SR e B o
HADSBATFRE N — 5 Rt > "X 2EMH
X7 MK A A o
X Bt AR - AT R

X EEBIMES T HEASREENDER ) Wit B

ﬁ%iimé FEAE T BAENN B kx4 fp
B WEHE TR TENE S E M LTI SHEAEE -

SHESHERNNEL T XESER TEM > FHP
BRAVE R T ok i A i o

“OAFANBAFFEEIIG S 12 ANE—5 631

true One and Jesus Christ are one in the way of coinherence).

b.We are in the true One by being in His Son Jesus Christ.

§ Day 5
G."This is the true God and eternal life":

1. We need to pay attention to the word this.

a. John uses this to refer both to the true God and to eternal life; by this we see
that the true God and eternal life are one.

b. Doctrinally, the true One and His Son Jesus Christ may be considered two,
but when we are in the true One and in Jesus Christ experientially, They
are one.

c. For this reason, John uses this to refer both to the true One and to His Son
Jesus Christ.

d. In our experience of being in the true God and in Jesus Christ, They are one.

H.We need a clear vision of what this in 1 John 5:20 refers to:

1. The word this refers to the very God who has become experiential to us
through our being in Him.

2.When we are in the true One and in His Son Jesus Christ, They become
one to us; therefore, John says that "this" is the true God, and "this" is
eternal life.

3."This" is the very God and the very Jesus Christ in whom we are.

4."This" includes the condition of our being in God and Jesus Christ; hence, the
true God and eternal life include our being in the true One and His Son Jesus
Christ.

5.Now in our experience this true One becomes the true God, and Jesus Christ
becomes eternal life.
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6. "This" includes the fact of our being in the true God and eternal life.

7. We know that we are in the true God and in eternal life because we are in the
true One and in His Son Jesus Christ.
8. When we are in the true One and Jesus Christ, "this," including the fact that

we are in Them, is the true God.
§ Day 6

I. The true God becomes our experience as eternal life—v. 20; 1:2; 2:25; 5:11,
13; John 3:15-16, 36; 4:14; 5:24:

1. This is the basic factor of John's first Epistle.

2.1n 1 John we have the enjoyment of the Triune God as eternal life.

3. When we are in the true God, He becomes eternal life to us.
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WEEK 12 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 John 2:27 ...The anointing which you have received from Him abides
In you, and you have no need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing
teaches you concerning all things and is true and is not a lie, and even as it
has taught you, abide in Him.

4:4 ...Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.

The concern of the apostle John in writing his three Epistles was the
enjoyment of the Triune God. This is also our concern today...Instead of
the enjoyment of the Triune God, Christians have religion with doctrines,
creeds, rituals, and practices...With religion there is all manner of vanity. We,
however, need to be careful not to merely talk about truth, reality, without
having the genuine experience of the divine reality.

This reality is the Father in the Son, and the Son as the Spirit dispensed
into God’s chosen, redeemed, and regenerated people so that they may enjoy
Him as their life, life supply, and everything in the new creation life. Actually,
this truth, this reality, is the enjoyment of the Triune God. (Life-study of 3
John, p. 5)

Today's Reading

The fact that John’s writing is based on the believers’ growth in life should
cause us to realize that if we would understand the Trinity,...we must be in
the process of the growth in life...If we are not in the line of life pursuing the
growth in life, we will not be able to understand anything concerning the
Divine Trinity.

When the Triune God as revealed in this portion is ministered to
believers who are not growing in life, they do not have any understanding or
appreciation of what they hear. But when this is ministered to the seeking
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ones who are growing in life, they can understand what is ministered and
are helped by it...They are very responsive when we speak concerning the
all-inclusive, compound, life-giving Spirit, who is the processed Triune God.
However, those Christians who are not in the line of life and who are not
growing in life may wonder what we mean by such terms as all-inclusive,
compound, life-giving, and processed. Praise the Lord that we have the all-
inclusive, compound, life-giving Spirit, who is the processed Triune God,
living, moving, and working within us!

First John 2:12-27 is a section concerning the Divine Trinity according to
the believers’ growth in life. In these verses the Trinity is covered in a very
positive and meaningful way...The teaching of the divine anointing concerns
the Divine Trinity, but this teaching is according to our growth in life...The
more we grow in life, the more we will be concerned with the Trinity.

The entire New Testament is structured with the Trinity. In Ephesians, for
example, every chapter is structured with the Trinity. Second Corinthians 13:14
says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” This verse at the very end of 2 Corinthians
indicates that the whole book of 2 Corinthians is concerned with the grace of
Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. We also see the
Trinity in the book of Revelation: “Grace to you and peace from Him who is and
who was and who is coming, and from the seven Spirits who are before His
throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead, and
the Ruler of the kings of the earth” (1:4b-5a). Here we see that the mysterious
book of Revelation opens with the Trinity, for in this book also the Trinity is the
basic structure...If the Divine Trinity were removed from the Scriptures, there
would not be any reality of the divine revelation in the Scriptures.

In 1 John only sixteen verses are devoted to the mysterious, all-inclusive,
compound anointing (2:12-27). If we study these verses carefully and get
into the depths of them, we will see that the Divine Trinity is here and that
the Trinity is covered according to the growth in life of the believers. (Life-
study of 1 John, pp. 165, 158-159)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msgs. 19, 32
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WEEK 12 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 John 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has given to us, that
we should be called children of God; and we are. Because of this the world
does not know us, because it did not know Him.

4:13-14 In this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, that He has
given to us of His Spirit. And we have beheld and testify that the Father
has sent the Son as the Savior of the world.

In 1 John 3:1 John refers to the divine birth and to the begetting
Father...He is the source of the divine life, the One of whom we have been
born with this life. The love of God was manifested by His sending of His
Son to die for us (4:9; John 3:16) in order that we might have His life and
thus become His children (1:12-13). God’s sending of His Son was that He
might beget us.

We have been begotten of the Father, the source of life, to be the
children of God [cf. 1 John 2:29]—God being the Owner of the children.
We partake of the Father’s life to express the Triune God. (Life-study of 1
John, p. 222)

Today's Reading

[In 1 John 4:13] the words in this mean in the fact that God has given to us
of His Spirit, we know that we abide in Him and He in us. The Spirit, whom
God has given to dwell in us (James 4:5; Rom. 8:9, 11), is the witness in our
spirit (v. 16), witnessing that we dwell in God and God in us. The abiding
Spirit, that is, the indwelling Spirit, is the element and sphere of the mutual
abiding, the mutual indwelling, of us and God. By Him we are assured that we
and God are one, that we abide in each other, indwelling each other mutually.
This is evidenced by our living, a living that habitually expresses His love.
First John 4:13 indicates that we may know that we abide in God. To abide
in God is to dwell in Him, to remain in our fellowship with Him, that we may
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experience and enjoy His abiding in us. This is to practice our oneness with
God according to the divine anointing (2:27) by living a life that practices
His righteousness and His love. It is all carried out by the operation of the
all-inclusive compound Spirit, who dwells in our spirit and who is the basic
element of the divine anointing.

In 4:13 John also says that God “has given to us of His Spirit.” In Greek
of literally means “out of.” God has given to us out of His Spirit. This closely
resembles, and almost repeats, the word in 3:24, which proves that this does
not mean that God has given us something of His Spirit, such as the various
gifts in 1 Corinthians 12:4, but that He has given the Spirit Himself as the
all-inclusive gift (Acts 2:38). Out of His Spirit is an expression that implies
that the Spirit of God, whom God has given to us, is bountiful and without
measure (Phil. 1:19; John 3:34). By such a bountiful, immeasurable Spirit we
know with full assurance that we and God are one and that we abide in Him
and He in us.

God abides in us, and we abide in Him. This is a matter of coinherence, of
mingling, of organic union. God is not only in us; He abides in us, dwells in us.
Through this mingling, this organic union, He becomes us, and we become
Him. Therefore, since God is love, this love becomes our constitution. Because
we become what He is, our love for others will actually be God Himself. We
love others with God as love. Because God abides in us and we abide in Him,
we love with God Himself as love.

The Father’s sending of the Son to be our Savior [1 John 4:14] is an
external act, so that through our confessing of the Son He can abide in us
and we in Him (v. 15). The apostles have beheld and testify this. This is the
outward testimony. In addition to this, God’s internal act toward us is the
sending of His Spirit to dwell in us as inward evidence that we abide in Him
and He in us (v. 13). In verses 9, 10, and 14 the apostle John says three times
that God has sent His Son. God sent the Son that we might live through Him;
He sent the Son as a propitiation for our sins; and He sent the Son as the
Savior of the world. (Life-study of 1 John, pp. 302-304)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msgs. 26, 34
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WEEK 12 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given
us an understanding that we might know Him who is true; and we are in
Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal
life.

John 16:13 But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide you
into all the reality...

The word come [in 1 John 5:20] indicates that the Son of God has
come through incarnation to bring God to us as grace and reality (John
1:14) that we may have the divine life, as revealed in John’s Gospel, to
partake of God as love and light, as unveiled in this Epistle. In 5:20 John
says that the Son of God has given us an understanding so that we may
know Him who is true, or know the true One. This understanding is the
faculty of our mind enlightened and empowered by the Spirit of reality
(John 16:12-15) to apprehend the divine reality in our regenerated
spirit. In 1 John 5:20 to “know” is the ability of the divine life to know
the true God (John 17:3) in our regenerated spirit (Eph. 1:17) through
our renewed mind, enlightened by the Spirit of reality. (Life-study of 1
John, p. 344)

Today's Reading

The understanding spoken of in 1 John 5:20 involves our mind, our
spirit, and the Spirit of reality. According to our natural being, our spirit is
deadened, and our mind is darkened...How can someone with a deadened
spirit and a darkened mind know the invisible God? This is impossible. The
Lord Jesus, the Son of God, has come and has given us an understanding that
we might know the genuine and real God. He has come to us by the steps
of incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection. He accomplished redemption
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for us, and when we repented and believed in Him, we received Him. Now
that we have believed in Him and received Him, our sins have been forgiven,
our darkened mind has been enlightened, and our deadened spirit has been
enlivened. Furthermore, the Spirit of reality, who is the Spirit of revelation,
has come into our being. This means that the Spirit of reality has been
added to our quickened spirit and has shined into our mind to enlighten it.
Now we have an enlightened mind and a quickened spirit with the Spirit
of reality, who reveals spiritual reality to us. As a result, surely we have an
understanding and are able to know the true One. Before we were saved, we
did not have this understanding. But the Son of God has come to us and has
given us this understanding so that we may know God.

In John 17:2 and 3 we see that eternal life has the ability to know God:
“Even as You have given Him authority over all flesh to give eternal life to all
whom You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know You,
the only true God, and Him whom You have sent, Jesus Christ.” Eternal life
is divine life with a special function—to know God. Because as believers we
have been born of the divine life, we are able to know God. In order to know
a certain living thing, you need to have the life of that thing. For example, a
dog cannot know human beings, because a dog does not have a human life.
It takes human life to know human beings. The principle is the same with
knowing God. The Lord has given us eternal life, the divine life, the life of
God...The life of God, which has been given to us, has the ability to know God
and the things of God.

First John 5:20 speaks of knowing the true One. Here the word know
actually means “experience, enjoy, and possess.”...In this universe only
God Himself is the true One. We need God’s life in order to experience,
enjoy, and possess Him. This Epistle reveals clearly that we have received
the divine life, for we have been born of Him. Just as a child can know
his father because he has the father’s life, so we can know God because
we have God’s life...Because we have the life of God, we are able to
experience God, enjoy God, and possess God. (Life-study of 1 John, pp.
344-345)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msg. 39
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WEEK 12 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and
we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of
grace and reality.

1 John 4:15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides
in him and he in God.

The Son of God, who has come to us in incarnation and through death and
resurrection, has given us the understanding, the ability, to know the true
God. This understanding, this knowing ability, includes our enlightened mind,
our enlivened spirit, and the Spirit of reality...To know God is to experience
Him, enjoy Him, and possess Him. In 1 John 5:20 John twice speaks of “Him
who is true.” A better translation would be “the true One.”...The term the true
One is subjective; it refers to God becoming subjective to us. In this verse the
God who is objective becomes the true One in our life and experience. (Life-
study of 1 John, p. 347)

Today's Reading

What is the meaning of the expression the true One? In particular,
what does the word true mean? The Greek word translated “true” [v. 20]
is alethinos, “genuine, real” (an adjective akin to aletheia, “truth, verity,
reality”—]John 1:14; 14:6, 17), as opposed to false and counterfeit. Actually,
the true One is the reality. The Son of God has given us an understanding
so that we may know—that is, experience, enjoy, and possess—this divine
reality. Therefore, to know the true One means to know the reality by
experiencing, enjoying, and possessing this reality. First John 5:20 indicates
that God has become our reality in our experience. The Son of God has come
through incarnation and through death and resurrection and has given us
an understanding so that we may experience, enjoy, and possess the reality,
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which is God Himself. Now the God who once was objective to us has become
our subjective reality.

We not only know the true God; we are also in Him [v. 20]. We not only
have the knowledge of Him; we are in an organic union with Him. We are
one with Him organically. When John says that we are in the true One, he
is making a crucial point. Not only do we know the true One, and not only
do we experience, enjoy, and possess Him as the reality, but we are in this
reality. We are in the true One.

In 5:20 John says, “We are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.”
To be in the true God is to be in His Son Jesus Christ. Since Jesus Christ as
the Son of God is the very embodiment of God (Col. 2:9), to be in Him is to
be in the true God. This indicates that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the
true God.

Let us consider in more detail John’s word “we are in Him who is true, in
His Son Jesus Christ.” Notice that there is a comma after the word true. In the
original Greek text there is no punctuation at all. Hence, translators differ
concerning whether or not a comma should be placed after true. Moreover,
there is a question whether the phrase in His Son Jesus Christ is in apposition
to in Him who is true, or is an adverbial phrase...If this phrase is in apposition
to in Him who is true, the meaning would be that to be in the true One is equal
to being in His Son Jesus Christ. If in His Son Jesus Christ is an adverb, then this
phrase indicates that we are in the true One by being in His Son Jesus Christ.

The reason we need to consider this matter is that it is vital to our
spiritual experience. After much study [ have come to the conclusion that
either way we understand the function of the phrase in His Son Jesus Christ,
the outcome is the same...If the latter phrase is in apposition to the former,
the meaning is that to be in the true One is equal to being in His Son Jesus
Christ. This would also indicate that the true One and Jesus Christ are one in
the way of coinherence...If in His Son Jesus Christ is a modifier, the meaning
is that we are in the true One by being in His Son Jesus Christ. (Life-study of
1 John, pp. 347-349)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msg. 40
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WEEK 12 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment
Col. 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

1 John 3:24 And he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and
He in him. And in this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom
He gave to us.

Let us now go on to consider the last part of 1 John 5:20: “This is the
true God and eternal life.” This refers to the God who has come through
incarnation and has given us the ability to know Him as the genuine God and
be one with Him organically in His Son Jesus Christ...This genuine and real
God is eternal life to us so that we may partake of Him as everything for our
regenerated being.

We need to pay special attention to the word this. In 5:20 John does not
say “He is”; he says “This is.” This is the correct translation of the Greek...
John uses the word this to refer both to the true God and to eternal life. By
this we see that the true God and eternal life are one. (Life-study of 1 John,
pp. 349-350)

Today's Reading

Doctrinally, the true One and His Son Jesus Christ may be considered two.
But when we are in the true One and in Jesus Christ experientially, They are
one. For this reason John uses this to refer both to the true One and to His
Son Jesus Christ. To be in the true One is to be in His Son Jesus Christ. This
means that in our experience of being in Them, They are one. Moreover,
when we are in the true One and Jesus Christ, They are our true God and also
our eternal life. First, John speaks of the true One and His Son Jesus Christ,
and then he speaks of the true God. Here there may be some distinction
between the true One and the true God. When we are in the true One and His
Son Jesus Christ, the true One is called the true God, and His Son Jesus Christ
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is called eternal life. This means that first They are the true One and His
Son Jesus Christ. But when we are in Them, They become the true God and
eternal life.

We need a clear understanding of what this in 1 John 5:20 refers to. The
word this refers to the very God who has become experiential to us through
our being in Him. No longer are we outside of this God. Rather, we are in
this God, and we are in the true One, in His Son Jesus Christ. Because we
are in Them, God and Jesus Christ are no longer objective to us, and in our
experience They are no longer two. When we are in Them, They become one
to us. Therefore, John says that “this” is the true God, and “this” is eternal life.
Who is “this”? “This” is the very God and the very Jesus Christ in whom we
are. We may also say that “this” includes the condition of our being in God
and Jesus Christ. Hence, the true God and eternal life include our being in
the true One and His Son Jesus Christ. Now in our experience this true One
becomes the true God, and Jesus Christ becomes eternal life. Where are we
now?...We are in the true God and in eternal life. The word this includes this
fact of our being in the true God and eternal life. Hallelujah, this is the true
God and eternal life, and we are in this God and in this life! We know that we
are in the true God and in eternal life because we are in the true One and in
His Son Jesus Christ.

Verse 20 says that the Son of God has come and has given us an
understanding so that we may know the true One, and we are in the true
One, which means that we are in His Son Jesus Christ. When we are in the
true One and Jesus Christ, this, including the fact that we are in Them, is the
true God. If we are not in God, we cannot say from experience that to us He is
true. Of course, He would still be true in Himself, but we could not testify that
in us He is true. But since we are in the true One, to us He is the true God.
Furthermore, Christ is eternal life to us. If we were not in Him, Christ would
still be eternal life in Himself, but He would not be eternal life to us. Because
we are now in Him, to us Jesus Christ is eternal life. (Life-study of 1 John, pp.
350-351)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 397
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WEEK 12 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

1 John 4:16 And we know and have believed the love which God has in
us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God and God abides in
him.

5:11-12 And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this
life 1s in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have
the Son of God does not have the life.

First John 5:20 indicates strongly that we are now experiencing the
true God, and we are experiencing Him by being in Him. We experience,
enjoy, and possess Him by being in Him. This, to us, is the true God and
eternal life.

In verse 20 we have the crucial conclusion of the entire Epistle of 1 John.
This Epistle reveals that now we are truly one with the Triune God, and He
becomes true, real, to us. He becomes reality and life to us because we are in
Him. (Life-study of 1 John, p. 351)

Today's Reading

In 1 John 5:21 John goes on to conclude “Little children, guard yourselves from
idols.” The word guard means to garrison ourselves against attacks from without,
such as the assaults of the heresies. Idols refers to the heretical substitutes for
the true God that were brought in by the Gnostics and Cerinthians...The idols
here also refer to anything that replaces the real God. As genuine children of the
genuine God, we should be on the alert to guard ourselves from these heretical
substitutes and from all vain replacements for our genuine and real God, with
whom we are organically one and who is eternal life to us.

Before we were saved, we were outside of God. God was true in Himself,
but we could not say in our experience that He was true to us. But after
we believed in the Lord Jesus, we entered into God. Therefore, 5:20 says
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not only that we know the true One but also that we are in the true One.
We have seen that to be in the true One means that we are in His Son Jesus
Christ. Because we are in God, He now experientially becomes true to us.
Likewise, because we are in Jesus Christ, He becomes experientially true to
us. Due to our experience of God and Christ by being in God and in Christ,
we can say that this is the true God and eternal life. In doctrine, there may
be a distinction between God, Christ, and eternal life, but in our experience
they are one..."This is the true God and eternal life.” This sentence is not
merely the conclusion of verse 20; it is actually the conclusion of the entire
book. What this Epistle reveals is the true God and eternal life. (Life-study of
1 John, pp. 351-352)

According to 1 John 5:20, we not only experience and enjoy the Triune
God, but we are in Him: “We know that the Son of God has come and has
given us an understanding that we might know Him who is true; and we
are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life.”...Only our Triune God is true; everything and everyone else
is false. John tells us that we are in the True [Gk.], in His Son Jesus Christ.
No longer are we outside the True, and no longer are we outside His Son
Jesus Christ.

The true God becomes our experience as eternal life. This is the basic
factor of John'’s first Epistle. In 1 John we have the enjoyment of the Triune
God as eternal life. Because we are in the true God, He contains us. When we
are in the true God, He becomes eternal life to us. In 1 John 5:20 we have the
true One, Jesus Christ, the true God, and eternal life. In John’s concept all of
these are one. However, in doctrine they are four: the true One, His Son Jesus
Christ, the true God, and eternal life. But in our experience they are one.
When we are in the true One, we are in His Son Jesus Christ. Then the true
One becomes our God, and His Son Jesus Christ becomes eternal life to us.
This eternal life is actually the true God. Furthermore, because the true God
is real to us, in our experience He becomes our eternal life. This is the true
God and eternal life. (Life-study of 2 John, pp. 13-14)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msg. 40
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WEEK 12 — HYMN

God’s Spirit His transmission is

Experience of God — By the Spirit as the Transmission
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2.

God as the Father is the source,
And God the Son doth Him express;
God as the Spirit enters us,

That God as all we may possess.

. The Father, who is veiled in light,

The Son to man hath fully shown;
The Spirit then transmitteth Him
That He may inwardly be known.

. The Son within the Father is,

And now the Spirit is the Son.
The Spirit, Son, and Father God
Are now in us and with us one.

. God as the Father in the Son

Has been embodied and expressed,
And God the Spirit is the Son’s
Reality to be possessed.

. May God the Father’s love to us

In God the Son as grace be known,
Thru God the Spirit’s fellowship,
That God our portion we may own.
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