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Week Eleven

The Fellowship of the Eternal Life—
the Reality of Living in the Body of Christ

Hymns: 737

Scripture Reading: 1 John 1:1—2:2
§ Day 1

I. John's Epistles (especially his first Epistle) unfold the mystery
of the fellowship of the eternal life—1 John 1:3-4, 6-7:

A.Fellowship is the flow of the eternal life within all the believers, illustrated
by the flow of the water of life in the New Jerusalem; the reality of the
Body of Christ, the church life in actuality, is the flow of the Lord Jesus
within us, and this flowing One must have the preeminence within us—
vv. 2-4; Rev. 22:1; Col. 1:18b; cf. Ezek. 47:1.

B.Fellowship is the flowing Triune God—the Father is the fountain of life,
the Son is the spring of life, and the Spirit is the river of life; this flowing
issues in the totality of eternal life—the New Jerusalem—John 4:14b; Rev.
22:1-2.

C. Fellowship is the imparting of the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and
the Spirit—into the believers as their unique portion and blessing for
them to enjoy today and for eternity—1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Cor. 13:14; Num.
6:22-27.

D.Fellowship indicates a putting away of private interests and a joining with
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others for a certain common purpose; hence, to be in the divine fellowship
is to put aside our private interests and join with the apostles and the
Triune God for the carrying out of God's purpose—Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3.

E. Fellowship comes from teaching; if we teach wrongly and differently from
the apostles' teaching, the teaching of God's economy, our teaching will
produce a sectarian, divisive fellowship—Acts 2:42; 1 Tim. 1:3-6; 6:3-4; 2
Cor. 3:8-9; 5:18.

F. First John reveals the principles of the divine fellowship, 2 John reveals
that we must have no fellowship with those who deny Christ (vv. 7-11),
and 3 John reveals that we should stay in the one fellowship of God's
family by sending forward those who travel for the gospel and the
ministry of the word in a manner worthy of God and by not loving to be
first in the church (vv. 5-10).

§ Day 2 & Day 3

II. The fellowship of the eternal life is the reality of living in
the Body of Christ in the oneness of the Spirit—1 Cor. 10:16-
18; Acts 2:42; Eph. 4:3:

A.We enter into the vertical aspect of the divine fellowship by the divine
Spirit, the Holy Spirit; this aspect of fellowship refers to our fellowship
with the Triune God in our loving Him—2 Cor. 13:14; 1 John 1:3, 6; Mark
12:30.

B.We enter into the horizontal aspect of the divine fellowship by the
human spirit; this aspect of fellowship refers to our fellowship with one
another by the exercise of our spirit in our loving one another—Phil. 2:1;
Rev. 1:10; 1 John 1:2-3, 7; 1 Cor. 16:18; Mark 12:31; Rom. 13:8-10; Gal.
5:13-15.

C. The one divine fellowship is an interwoven fellowship—the horizontal
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3 SfET 42 fellowship—1 John 1:2-3; cf. Acts 2:42.

2 Bl 15 ZAEFrAACHE » Rl i S EEERIR 2. Our horizontal fellowship with the saints brings us into vertical fellowship
M NG BAIS EEERCH » FRITTES % with the Lord; then our vertical fellowship with the Lord brings us into
(B AT - horizontal fellowship with the saints.

3 T TR EE EL S T 102X P T A SE YA AT 3.We must maintain both the vertical and horizontal aspects of the divine
ER LERERN—2%8— 79 fellowship in order to be healthy spiritually—cf. 1 John 1:7, 9.

Y AABRAFTE, AFHELRE—I: D.The divine fellowship is everything in the Christian life:

| B 7 MUEE T I EEN I 1.When fellowship disappears, God also disappears; God comes as the
R—MEt+=14E=""1- fellowship—2 Cor. 13:14; Rev. 22:1.

D XA HEE - 5 TR E—#E » XS 2.In this divine fellowship God is interwoven with us; this interweaving is the
e Mo ANGYEA > SRR 2R A TE R FT mingling of God and man to bring the divine constituent into our spiritual
8 FERIIEEmERAH T —FZ4 ~5- being for our growth and transformation in life—Lev. 2:4-5.

3 HHIERY AP RIEA] > W TIERAT > EEEERAT  (HER 3. The divine fellowship blends us, tempers us, adjusts us, harmonizes us, and
IR0 > HRFATRIE—#E » BV — DB ——H mingles us together into one Body—1 Cor. 10:16-18; 12:24-25.
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[AM] § Day 4
A KMNEGAMEIRANFETE, LEENE ALK IIL In order to remain in the enjoyment of the divine fellowship,
MABEZAEGE, RALTERMNGEER, we need to take Christ as our sin offering for the indwelling
FHERNVT AT ET, RALTHEANGE sin in our nature and as our trespass offering for the sinful
BR—HZF—8~9, =20~21, #|W3, 16, deeds in our conduct—1 John 1:8-9; 3:20-21; Lev. 4:3; 5:6;
#H—29, TN3, %hBEEL2, KAT= 24~ 25; John 1:29; Rom. 8:3; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:24-25:

— FAMEREGME, EEELHE X, ©%  ASinis the evil nature of Satan, who injected himself into man through

"_O”_AFARA¥EFEEIISGFE 11 ANE—F3 3 2025 June Semiannual Training - Week 11 Outline- Page 3



BT EHIAALE, wART REQREHH
W, BA—ANE, EEEROALEHEE, iT3H1E
I—%712, 19k, 21 LE, <14, £ 11, 14,
17~23, 5 —5, A5=4, AME=3, 7~8,

R A BAE RN B A, &8RRG B AT
fF, (F556, ) BAZABRFENERZE, O\
3, ) WX FHRIMER, (RkZ14, ) #F
THEH), HRG AR E (HF=31) .

1 “HRET XEEEA T SR
DIREGRIT——B&IH S ~ 8 K=+ 20 ~ 21
2% KB Qo

2FFRUTRAN ~ B i R X EREE
P R —— T 16 ~ 17 24 ~ 26 -

3 AT EIERE  BSHHFESIEE S - HER
) FREME (&) HEBIIMERZIER
ZHBMN S 2 (BRATE H B 2R S TR
B2t N2 FR24~302E1~10-

ZEMNAR TABEHEANOERE, REATER
MAEBM LG, AN HNAZENAE
@, ERMNEFLEI ARG LESG, #24
WF R, mizSaeEr, EHEMNERTE
MRY—F—2F 516, #1117,

N EAMNERL LG (H=—5, ®—12) &
AE, £FF, TR, 2HOE, #MNMAAERLAT
AT, TR A EAE A6 A Fe e

| TATHE FHZE2H BEAREBITES 2T
L— 5550 BRTL8 B 18

2INREATE RS > FREEBERAIINEFE

|1

i

O AFRAFXFEIIIGE 1L ANE—5F4 01

Adam's fall and has now become the sinful nature of lawlessness
that is dwelling, acting, and working as a law in fallen man—Rom.
5:12,19a, 21a; 6:14; 7:11, 14, 17-23; Psa. 51:5; 1 John 3:4; cf. 2 Thes.
2:3,7-8.

B.Taking Christ as our sin offering means that our old man is dealt with
(Rom. 6:6), that sin in the nature of fallen man is condemned (8:3), that
Satan as sin itself is destroyed (Heb. 2:14), that the world is judged, and
that the ruler of the world is cast out (John 12:31):

1. The word ruler in the ruler of this world implies authority or power and the
struggle for power—Luke 4:5-8; cf. Matt. 20:20-21, 24; 3 John 9.

2. The struggle for power is the result, the issue, of the flesh, sin, Satan, the
world, and the ruler of the world—Gal. 5:16-17, 24-26.

3. The law of sin in our flesh is the spontaneous power, strength, and energy
to struggle with God; the law of the sin offering is the law of the life of the
pneumatic Christ, whom we enjoy, to automatically and spontaneously free
us from the law of sin—Rom. 7:23; 8:2; Lev. 6:24-30; cf. 7:1-10.

C. We partake of Christ as our sin offering in the sense of enjoying Him as
our life, the life that bears others' sins, so that we may be able to bear the
problems of God's people by ministering Christ to them as the sin-dealing
life for them to be kept in the oneness of the Spirit—1 John 5:16; Lev.
10:17.

D.Through our genuine, intimate, living, and loving fellowship with God,
who is light (1 John 1:5; Col. 1:12), we will realize that we are sinful, and
we will take Christ as our sin offering and trespass offering:

1. The more we love the Lord and enjoy Him, the more we will know how evil
we are—Isa. 6:5; Luke 5:8; Rom. 7:18.

2. Realizing that we have a sinful nature and taking Christ as our sin offering
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cause us to be judged and subdued, and this realization preserves us, for it
causes us not to have any confidence in ourselves—Phil. 3:3; cf. Exo. 4:6.

§ Day 5

3.Man, created by God for the purpose of expressing and representing God,
should be for nothing other than God and should be absolutely for God; thus,
anything we do out of ourselves, whether good or evil, is for ourselves, and
since it is for ourselves and not for God, it is sinful in the eyes of God; sin is
being for the self—Gen. 1:26; Isa. 43:7; Rom. 3:23:

a.Serving the Lord for ourselves is sin; preaching ourselves is sin—
Num. 18:1; 2 Kings 5:20-27; Matt. 7:22-23; 2 Cor. 4:5.

b.Doing our righteous deeds, such as giving alms, praying, and fasting,
for ourselves to express and display ourselves is sin—Matt. 6:1-6.

c. Loving others for ourselves (for our name, position, benefit, and
pride) is sin; raising up our children for ourselves and for our future
is sin—Luke 14:12-14; cf. 1 Cor. 7:14.

4. The Lord uses our failures to show us how horrible, ugly, and abominable we
are, causing us to forsake all that is from the self and to completely depend on
God—Psa. 51; Luke 22:31-32; Rom. 8:28.

§Day 6

E. To take Christ as the reality of the trespass offering is to experience Him
as the redeeming One, the shining One, and the reigning One in order to
enjoy Him as the supply of life in the fellowship of life—1 John 1:1—2:2;
Rev. 21:21, 23; 22:1-2:

1.In taking Christ as our trespass offering, we need to make a thorough
confession of all our sins and impurity to have a good and pure conscience—
Acts 24:16; 1 Tim. 1:5, 19; 3:9; 2 Tim. 1:3; Heb. 9:14; 10:22.
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5 BARBIERMTIRIES - BEFRIVRR > 4ER 0 5. Taking Christ as our trespass offering to receive the forgiveness of sins issues
BA TR B ——1F— =04 > B 47 ~ 50 in our fearing God and loving God—Psa. 130:4; Luke 7:47-50.

B EMAEAZHEFTE LA, 44X IV. As we are enjoying Christ in the divine fellowship, we
WMAEZPRETREH— MR, AF AW continually experience a cycle in our spiritual life of four
HERHFED, RAKTHLEF, KTAE crucial things—the eternal life, the fellowship of the eternal
a9, M Ea k. VAR LT IR B Y life, the divine light, and the blood of Jesus the Son of God;
dn; XAFEBIR, EZAEFGRK L such a cycle brings us onward in the growth of the divine
AM@ar, LB RMNE R H#, BAAbLE life until we reach the maturity of life to corporately arrive
BTRmOA, RATABREHZ IHY at a full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the
BFeg—HE—1~9, k1, $913, fullness of Christ—1 John 1:1-9; Heb. 6:1; Eph. 4:13.
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WEEK 11 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that
you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

Rev. 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its
street.

The Greek word for fellowship, koinonia, means “joint participation,
common participation.” Fellowship is the issue of the eternal life and is
actually the flow of the eternal life within all the believers, who have received
and possess the divine life. It is illustrated by the flow of the water of life
in the New Jerusalem (Rev. 22:1). Hence, all genuine believers are in this
fellowship (Acts 2:42). It is carried on by the Spirit in our regenerated spirit.
Hence, it is called “the fellowship of the Holy Spirit” (2 Cor. 13:14) and
“fellowship of [our] spirit” (Phil. 2:1). It is in this fellowship of the eternal life
that we, the believers, participate in all that the Father and the Son are and
have done for us; that is, we enjoy the love of the Father and the grace of the
Son by virtue of the fellowship of the Spirit.

Such a fellowship was first the apostles’ portion in their enjoyment of the
Father and the Son through the Spirit. Hence, in Acts 2:42 it is called “the
fellowship of the apostles,” and in 1 John 1:3, “our [the apostles’] fellowship,”
a fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. (Life-study of 1
John, p. 40)

Today's Reading

To have fellowship is to have a corporate participation in something...
Because the divine life is organic, rich, moving, and active, it has a particular
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issue, a certain kind of outcome. The issue, the outcome, of the divine life is
the fellowship of life.

The fellowship of the divine life is clearly portrayed in Revelation 22:1. In
this verse we see that in the New Jerusalem the river of water of life flows
out from the throne of God and of the Lamb. The throne of God and of the
Lamb is the throne of the redeeming God, the Lamb-God...In Genesis we have
the creating God, but in Revelation we have the redeeming God. Out of this
redeeming God as the source flows the river of water of life. The flow of the
river of water of life is the fellowship of life. This means that fellowship is the
outflow of the divine life from within the redeeming God. According to the
picture in Revelation, the river in the New Jerusalem flows downward in a
spiral until it reaches the twelve gates of the city. By this we can see that the
entire city of the New Jerusalem is supplied by the flow of this living water;
that is, it is supplied by the fellowship of life. The fellowship of the divine life
flows out of God and through His people in order to reach every part of the
Body of Christ, which will consummate in the New Jerusalem.

The fellowship of the divine life, or the flow of the divine life, is the fellowship
of the Spirit. Second Corinthians 13:14 says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Here
we see that the love of God is the source, that the grace of Christ is the course,
and that the fellowship of the Spirit is the flow of the course. It is this flow that
brings the grace of Christ and the love of God to us for our enjoyment.

In the fellowship of the divine life we join with the apostles and the Triune
God for the carrying out of God’s purpose. John’s word in 1 John 1:3 indicates
a putting away of private interests and a joining with others for a certain
common purpose. Hence, to have fellowship with the apostles, to be in the
fellowship of the apostles, and to have fellowship with the Triune God in the
apostles’ fellowship is to put aside our private interests and join with the
apostles and the Triune God for the carrying out of God’s purpose. (Life-study
of 1 John, pp. 40-41, 46)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msgs. 5—8, 13—14; CWWL, 1987,
vol. 2, “The God-ordained Way to Practice the New Testament Economy,” ch. 17
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WEEK 11 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:6-7 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in
the darkness, we lie and are not practicing the truth; but if we walk in the
light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin.

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the
fellowship of the apostles...

The fellowship of the divine life has both a vertical aspect and a horizontal
aspect. The vertical aspect of fellowship refers to our fellowship with the Triune
God. The horizontal aspect of fellowship refers to our fellowship with one another.

The vertical aspect of fellowship was initially established with the first
apostles. The apostles then reported to sinners the eternal life in order that
they might have fellowship with the apostles. Before the apostles reported
the eternal life to them, the apostles themselves already had the vertical
fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3)...
When the apostles reported the eternal life to others, they experienced the
horizontal aspect of the divine fellowship. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 1, “The Triune
God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man,” p. 354)

Today's Reading

Both aspects of the divine fellowship are closely related; therefore, it
is difficult to say which aspect comes first. If you do not have the proper
fellowship with the Lord, it is difficult to have fellowship with your fellow
believers. In the same way, if you do not have the proper fellowship with
your fellow believers, it is difficult to have fellowship with the Lord.

If we do not have a proper relationship with those around us, it is difficult to
have a good fellowship with the Lord vertically. The reason for this is that the
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divine fellowship is one fellowship...Most of us may think that we daily start
this fellowship according to its vertical aspect, followed by its horizontal aspect.
Most of the time, however, this is not our experience. Since most of us have
spouses, other family members, or roommates living with us, our fellowship
usually begins in a horizontal manner. If we have a quarrel with our wife,
husband, or roommate in the evening, we will find it difficult to start our vertical
fellowship with the Lord in the morning. We must maintain both the vertical
and horizontal aspects of the fellowship in order to be healthy spiritually.

Our problem is that we do not have the habit to fellowship, and many of
us do not like to fellowship. We must realize that when we fellowship, the
Lord is involved. When we turn away from fellowship or stop our fellowship
with our fellow believers, the Lord is kept away.

We should try to have fellowship with our fellow believers as much as
possible. This divine fellowship not only corrects us; it also molds us and
even reconstitutes us. This fellowship brings the divine constituent into our
spiritual being, causing a change in our being.

The divine fellowship is the reality of living in the Body of Christ...In
Revelation 22:20 the Lord Jesus said, “I come quickly,” but it has been nearly
two thousand years, and the Lord is still not back. The reason is that the
believers are individualistic, independent, opinionated, and divisive...The
believers seem to be like horses without bridles. Today nothing seems to
control them. Actually, the divine fellowship should control the believers.

The one thing that should rule us is the divine fellowship. We are
restricted in this fellowship. By being restricted in this fellowship, the Body
of Christ is kept in oneness, and the work of the ministry continues to go on.
When we are out of fellowship, everything is finished. The thing that makes
everything alive is fellowship. If we learn to fellowship, we will receive many
benefits, especially in the Lord’s work. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 1, “The Triune God
to Be Life to the Tripartite Man,” pp. 354-357)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1990, vol. 1, “The Triune God to Be Life to the
Tripartite Man,” chs. 16—19
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WEEK 11 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Phil. 2:1 If there is...any fellowship of spirit, if any tenderheartedness
and compassions.

1 Cor. 10:16 ...The bread which we break, is it not the fellowship of the
body of Christ?

The Spirit is not merely involved, wrapped up, or mingled with the
fellowship. The Spirit Himself is the fellowship because the fellowship is the
flow, the current, of the Spirit. This is like saying that the current of electricity
is just the electricity itself. The current of electricity is electricity in motion.
When the electricity stops, the current of electricity also stops. In the same way
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit mentioned in 2 Corinthians 13:14 is the Spirit
moving. The grace of Christ is Christ Himself enjoyed by us, the love of God is
God Himself tasted by us, and the fellowship of the Spirit is the Spirit Himself
moving within us. The divine fellowship is the Holy Spirit Himself. (CWWL,
1990, vol. 1, “The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man,” pp. 359-360)

Today's Reading

We need to enter into the horizontal aspect of the divine fellowship by
the human spirit (Phil. 2:1; Rev. 1:10). If we are going to have real fellowship
horizontally with one another, we need to exercise our spirit. If we exercise
our spirit, we will never talk in a worldly manner or speak negatively about
the saints or the churches...Such discussions spread gossip and death among
the saints. This kind of contact between the saints is not the fellowship of
spirit...In Philippians 2:1-2...Paul seems to be saying, “Brothers, if you have
any fellowship with me in spirit, your fellowship will be my encouragement
and consolation. Then you will make my joy full.”
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The horizontal and vertical aspects of the divine fellowship are very
closely related. We can see this from our experience. Sometimes we may
talk about other saints under the pretense of having fellowship about their
situation, but our conversation is actually gossip. Afterward, we often cannot
pray because our praying spirit is quenched by our gossip. But when we
fellowship in a genuine way by exercising our spirit, we are eager to pray
and contact the Lord. This shows how close the relationship is between the
vertical and horizontal aspects of fellowship...If two brothers exercise their
spirit to have genuine, proper, horizontal fellowship, they will eventually
be ushered into a very honest and sincere intercession. When they pray
together, the two aspects of the divine fellowship are interwoven...This
interwoven fellowship is the real fellowship.

This interweaving is the mingling of God with man. All the meetings
should be an interwoven fellowship with both the vertical and horizontal
aspects. Our married life should also be an interwoven fellowship. The
husband and the wife should be interwoven not only with each other but also
with the Lord. The real Christian marriage should be the divine fellowship.
Our coordination and work together should also be the divine fellowship.

We must realize that when fellowship disappears, God also disappears.
God comes as the fellowship. Today our meetings, our married life, the
coordination among the co-workers, and the fellowship among the local
churches are abnormal because we are short of this fellowship. Today there
is not enough fellowship among the local churches, and the churches are not
absolutely one in the fellowship.

The divine fellowship is everything in the Christian life. The apostle Paul
lived in this fellowship. When we live in the divine fellowship, our Christian
life becomes very living, active, and full of impact. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 1, “The
Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man,” pp. 361-365)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 2, “A General Sketch of the New
Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church, Part 3—Hebrews through
Jude,” ch. 31
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WEEK 11 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold,
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

Rom. 8:2-3 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ
Jesus from the law of sin and of death...God, sending His own Son in

the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin, condemned sin in
the flesh.

The efficacy of the sin offering is not just in the fact that it deals with
sin. The result is far greater. In the sin offering, the fallen man, the old
man, included in the flesh of Christ, is dealt with (Rom. 6:6); sin in the
nature of fallen man is condemned (8:3); Satan, sin itself, is destroyed
(Heb. 2:14); the world is judged; and the ruler of the world is cast out (John
12:31).

If we see this revelation, we will see that taking Christ as our sin offering
is not simply a matter of confessing our sin and having it dealt with. Taking
Christ as our sin offering also means that our old man, Satan, the world, and
the struggle for power are dealt with. Since all these things are included in
the sin offering, taking Christ as our sin offering is not a simple matter. (Life-
study of Leviticus, pp. 174-175)

Today's Reading

The New Testament emphasizes the fact that Christ was crucified in the
flesh and died in the flesh. He did not die in anything other than the God-
condemned flesh..When the Lord Jesus was crucified in the flesh, God
condemned sin in the flesh [Rom. 8:3]. Sin is not merely a matter; sin is a
person, and this person needed to be condemned. Through the Lord’s death
on the cross, God condemned sin in the flesh. This means that when the flesh
was crucified, sin in the flesh was condemned.
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Romans 6:6 tells us that our old man was crucified with Christ. Our old
man is in the flesh. Because Christ was crucified in the flesh, our old man,
who is in the flesh, could be crucified with Him.

Through the death of Christ not only was sin condemned and not only was
our old man crucified, but also Satan, the devil, was destroyed (Heb. 2:14).
Furthermore, through the cross of Christ the world was judged and the ruler,
the prince, of the world was cast out (John 12:31)...This means that through
Christ’s death in His flesh all negative things were dealt with. We need to
have this realization whenever we take Christ as our sin offering. The sin
offering means that sin in the flesh has been condemned, that our old man
has been crucified, that Satan has been destroyed, and that the world has
been condemned and the ruler of the world cast out.

When we repented to the Lord and received Him as our Savior, we were
enlightened to see that we are evil and under God’s condemnation. The more we
love the Lord, the more we realize that we are evil. The more a believer prays, the
more he feels that he is too evil. Eventually, we are brought to the realization that
even today as a Christian seeking after the Lord we are nothing but a totality of sin.

If we realize that we are sinful and begin to confess our sins, we may find
that the more we confess, the more there is to confess...One day, having the
deep sense that I needed to be alone with the Lord, I went to a secluded
place, kneeled down, prayed, and began to confess my sins. My confession
went on for a long time. Prior to that time, I did not know how sinful I was
or how many sins I had. I saw that everything [ had done since my youth was
sinful, and I made a thorough confession to the Lord.

God is light (1 John 1:5). In order to have fellowship with Him, we must
walk in the light as He is in the light. If we do this, we will realize that we
have something called sin (vv. 7-8). The sin spoken of in 1 John 1 is not an
insignificant matter. Sin is God’s enemy, Satan himself, and it involves the
power struggle between Satan and God. This power struggle includes us; we
are involved in it. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 169, 179-180)

Further Reading: Life-study of Leviticus, msgs. 18—22, 25—26; CWWL,
1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge of Life,” ch. 6
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WEEK 11 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness...

Isa. 43:7 Everyone who is called by My name, whom | have created,
formed, and even made for My glory.

Rom. 3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

God created us that we might be for Him. He created us to be His
expression and His representation. He did not create us for ourselves. But we
live independently of Him. When we hate others, we are independent of God,
and when we love others, we are also independent of God. This means that in
God’s sight our hatred and our love are the same.

Furthermore, neither our hatred nor our love is from our spirit. Rather,
both our hatred and our love are from our flesh, and both are from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. The tree of the knowledge of good and
evil signifies Satan. We should not think that only doing evil is of Satan and
doing good is not...We need to realize that anything we do out of ourselves,
whether good or evil, is for ourselves, and since it is for ourselves, it is sin.
(Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 184-185)

Today's Reading

Sin involves a power struggle. We may love others for ourselves—for our
name, position, benefit, and pride. This kind of love is in the power struggle
with God. We need to pray, “Lord, save me from doing anything for my pride,
for my name, for my promotion, for my benefit, for my interests.” This is to
be saved from the power struggle with God. When we love others for our
name and promotion, we are not for God. This kind of love is of Satan; it is in
the flesh, and it is sin. Whatever is in the flesh is sin, whatever is sin in our
flesh is Satan, and whatever is done there by Satan is the power struggle. Our
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love for our children may be in the flesh. The New Testament charges us to
raise up our children in the Lord. However, we may raise up our children for
ourselves and our future. This is sin.

Even in the church life we may do things that are not for God but for
ourselves. We may do something that is very good, yet deep within our
hidden intention is to do that good thing for ourselves...For example, in
giving a testimony or in praying, we may want everyone to say “amen” to
us. We may offer a high, spiritual prayer, but our aim in doing so may be to
receive the “amens.”...From this we see that even in our prayer there is the
power struggle with God. We desire position, not God.

Because we may have hidden motives in doing spiritual things, the Lord
Jesus spoke concerning those who do things apparently for God but actually
for the purpose of advancing themselves. Therefore, He said, “Take care
not to do your righteousness before men in order to be gazed at by them”
(Matt. 6:1). Concerning giving alms He said, “Do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing” (v. 3). Concerning prayer He went on to say,
“When you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites, because they love to
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners, so that they may
be seen by men” (v. 5). Concerning fasting He said, “When you fast, do not
be like the sullen-faced hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so that they
may appear to men to be fasting” (v. 16). Even in doing righteousness, giving
alms, praying, and fasting, there may be a power struggle with God. To do
these things for ourselves and not for God is sinful in His eyes.

To take Christ as the sin offering is very deep. The experience of the sin
offering is altogether related to our enjoyment of the Lord Jesus as our burnt
offering. The more we love the Lord and enjoy Him, the more we will know
how evil we are. Sometimes, when we love the Lord to the uttermost, we
may feel that there is no place to hide ourselves...When Paul was seeking the
Lord, he saw that there was nothing good in himself [cf. Rom. 7:18]. (Life-
study of Leviticus, pp. 185-186)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 8, pp. 25-35; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “The
Divine and Mystical Realm,” ch. 6
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WEEK 11 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

2:1 My little children, these things | write to you that you may not sin.
And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
Righteous.

In 1 John 1:1-7 we see a cycle in our spiritual life...formed of four crucial
things—the eternal life, the fellowship of the eternal life, the divine light, and
the blood of Jesus the Son of God...The more we have of eternal life, the more
of its fellowship it brings to us. The more fellowship of the divine life we
enjoy, the more divine light we receive. The more divine light we receive, the
more we participate in the cleansing of the blood of Jesus. Such a cycle brings
us onward in the growth of the divine life until we reach the maturity of life.
(Life-study of 1 John, p. 68)

Today's Reading

Whenever we are under the divine light in fellowship and sense that we
are wrong in certain matters or with certain persons, we must immediately
confess our sins to our righteous Father. Our Father is ready to forgive us...
Once we confess our sins, our Father will be the faithful and righteous God
to us [1 John 1:9]. He is waiting to forgive us our sins and to wash away the
stains of our offenses.

John tells his little children, all the recipients of this Epistle, that his
intention in writing was that they would not sin [2:1]. But if anyone sins,
we have an Advocate, a helper or counsel, with the Father, Jesus Christ the
Righteous.

We have received the divine life, and we are enjoying it in the fellowship of
life. In this fellowship we receive the divine light, and in this light we practice
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the truth. But we still need the warning concerning the sin that dwells in our
flesh. We need to be careful and on the alert regarding indwelling sin.

Whenever we sin, we need to confess our sin to God. If we confess our
sins, God is faithful in His word to forgive us our sins, and He is righteous in
His redemption to cleanse us from all unrighteousness [1:9]...Nevertheless,
as 2:1-2 indicates, we still need a person, an Advocate with the Father, to take
care of our case. Because we are not capable of handling the case ourselves,
we need a heavenly attorney. Not only has God provided the blood of Jesus
Christ, which was shed for us so that we may be forgiven and cleansed; God
has also prepared Christ as our Advocate. First, the Lord Jesus shed His blood
as the price of our redemption. Then after shedding His blood, He became
our Advocate, our heavenly Attorney, taking care of our case.

The fact that Christ is our Advocate with the Father, and not simply with
God, indicates that our case which the Lord undertakes for us is a family
affair, a case between us as the Father’s children and the Father. Actually, our
Advocate is our elder Brother, the Son of the Father.

The divine family is full of love, but it is also full of righteousness. Hence,
there are regulations and also the Father’s discipline...Our Father is orderly,
and His house should be much more orderly than a human court of law.
However, as children in the Father’s house, we are often naughty. We make
mistakes, break the family regulations, and offend the Father. For this reason
we need the Lord, our elder Brother, to be our Advocate with the Father.
As the One who shed His blood for us, the Lord Jesus is the righteous One.
He is right not only with the Father but also right with us. The Lord is our
Paraclete (the anglicized form of parakletos, the Greek word rendered
“Advocate”). He comes alongside to help us, He serves us, He takes care of us,
and He provides whatever we need. We were in need of the cleansing blood;
therefore, He provided us with His own blood for redemption and cleansing.
We also need someone to take care of our case. Therefore, He is now our
Advocate, our parakletos. (Life-study of 1 John, pp. 120-121, 117-119)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1963, vol. 3, pp. 513-520
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