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Outline of the Messages 

for the Memorial Day Blending Conference 

May 23-26, 2025 
 

GENERAL SUBJECT: 

THE PREPARATION OF THE BRIDE 
 

Message One 

The Bride—the Goal of the Lord’s Recovery 
RK Hymns: 948, 837 

Scripture Reading: Rev. 19:7-9; John 1:29; 3:29; S. S. 1:2-3; 8:14 
Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

and His wife has made herself ready. 
Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen 

is the righteousnesses of the saints. 
Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb. 

And he said to me, These are the true words of God. 
John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world! 
John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears 

him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This joy of mine therefore is made full. 
S. S. 1:2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! / For your love is better than wine. 
S. S. 1:3 Your anointing oils have a pleasant fragrance; / Your name is like ointment poured forth; / 

Therefore the virgins love you. 
S. S. 8:14 Make haste, my beloved, / And be like a gazelle or a young hart / Upon the mountains of spices. 
 

I. The Bible is a romance, in the most pure and the most holy sense, of a 

universal couple—God in Christ as the Bridegroom and God’s redeemed 

people as the bride—John 3:29; Matt. 25:6; Rev. 19:7; 21:2; 22:17: 
John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and 

hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This joy of mine therefore is 
made full. 

Matt 25:6 But at midnight there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom! Go forth to meet him! 
Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has 

come, and His wife has made herself ready. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 

a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, Come! And let him who 

is thirsty come; let him who wills take the water of life freely. 

A. Throughout the centuries God has had a romance with man; He created man with the 

purpose of having a counterpart—Gen. 1:26. 
Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the 
cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. 

B. God is a lover, and He created man in the image of Himself as a lover; this means that He 

created us so that we would love Him—Mark 12:30; Eph. 3:14-19. 
Mark 12:30 And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your whole soul 

and from your whole mind and from your whole strength." 
Eph 3:14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father, 
Eph 3:15 Of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 

power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, 
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Eph 3:18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length 
and height and depth are 

Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled unto all 
the fullness of God. 

C. The entire Bible is a divine romance, and Song of Songs is an abridged form of this 

romance—1:2-3; 8:14: 
S. S. 1:2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! / For your love is better than wine. 
S. S. 1:3 Your anointing oils have a pleasant fragrance; / Your name is like ointment poured 

forth; / Therefore the virgins love you. 
S. S. 8:14 Make haste, my beloved, / And be like a gazelle or a young hart / Upon the 

mountains of spices. 

1. The Bible is a romantic book, and our relationship with the Lord should become more 

and more romantic. 

2. If there is no romance between us and the Lord Jesus, then we are religious Christians, 

not romantic Christians—S. S. 1:2-3. 
S. S. 1:2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! / For your love is better than wine. 
S. S. 1:3 Your anointing oils have a pleasant fragrance; / Your name is like ointment 

poured forth; / Therefore the virgins love you. 

3. Romance is a word of the divine courtship; in the Bible we see that God is seeking our 

love—2 Cor. 11:2. 
2 Cor 11:2 For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I betrothed you to one 

husband to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 

4. Song of Songs is more than a romance; it is a fantastic romance. 

D. Whatever we love, our whole heart, even our entire being, is set on and occupied and 

possessed by—1 Tim. 6:10-11; 2 Tim. 3:2-4; 4:8, 10a; Titus 1:8: 
1 Tim 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all evils, because of which some, aspiring after money, 

have been led away from the faith and pierced themselves through with many pains. 
1 Tim 6:11 But you, O man of God, flee these things, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, endurance, meekness. 
2 Tim 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boasters, arrogant, revilers, disobedient 

to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
2 Tim 3:3 Without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, not 

lovers of good, 
2 Tim 3:4 Traitors, reckless, blinded with pride, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
2 Tim 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, with which the Lord, 

the righteous Judge, will recompense me in that day, and not only me but also all 
those who have loved His appearing. 

2 Tim 4:10a For Demas has abandoned me, having loved the present age, and has gone to 
Thessalonica; … 

Titus 1:8 But hospitable, a lover of good, of a sober mind, righteous, holy, self-controlled; 

1. “To love God means to set our entire being—spirit, soul, and body, with the heart, 

soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30)—absolutely on Him, that is, to let our entire 

being be occupied by Him and lost in Him” (footnote 3 on 1 Cor. 2:9). 
Mark 12:30 And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your 

whole soul and from your whole mind and from your whole strength." 
1 Cor 2:9 But as it is written, "Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard and 

which have not come up in man's heart; things which God has prepared for 
those who 
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love Him." 

2. To love the Lord Jesus is to appreciate Him, to direct our being to Him, to open to 

Him, to enjoy Him, to give Him the first place, to be one with Him, to live Him, and 

to become Him—Matt. 26:6-13; 2 Cor. 3:16; Mark 12:30; Col. 1:18; 1 Cor. 6:17; Phil. 

1:20-21; Hymns, #477, stanza 2. 
Matt 26:6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, 
Matt 26:7 A woman came to Him, having an alabaster flask of ointment of great value, 

and she poured it on His head as He reclined at table. 
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Matt 26:8 But when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, Why this waste? 
Matt 26:9 For this could have been sold for much and given to the poor. 
Matt 26:10 But Jesus, knowing it, said to them, Why do you trouble the woman? She has 

done a noble deed to Me. 
Matt 26:11 For the poor you have with you always, but you do not always have Me. 
Matt 26:12 For in pouring out this ointment on My body, she has done it for My burial. 
Matt 26:13 Truly I say to you, Wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what 

this woman has done shall also be told as a memorial of her. 
2 Cor 3:16 But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 
Mark 12:30 And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your 

whole soul and from your whole mind and from your whole strength." 
Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn 

from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things; 
1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 
Phil 1:20 According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to 

shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in 
my body, whether through life or through death. 

Phil 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
Hymns, #477, stanza 2 

2 What e’er thou lovest, man, That too become thou must; 
God, if thou lovest God,  Dust, if thou lovest dust. 
Go out, God will come in; Die thou and let Him live; 
Be not and He will be;  Wait and He’ll all things give. 

O, Cross of Christ, I take thee Into this heart of mine, 
That I to my own self may die And rise to thy life Divine. 

 

II. Revelation 19:7-9 unveils Christ as the Bridegroom: 
Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has 

come, and His wife has made herself ready. 
Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine 

linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 
Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the 

Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God. 

A. The marriage of the Lamb is the issue of the completion of God’s New Testament economy, 

which is to obtain for Christ a bride, the church, through His judicial redemption and by the 

organic salvation in His divine life—Gen. 2:22; Rom. 5:10; Rev. 19:7-9; 21:2, 9-11. 
Gen 2:22 And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a woman and 

brought her to the man. 
Rom 5:10 For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much 

more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled, 
Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb 

has come, and His wife has made herself ready. 
Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for 

the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 
Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of 

the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 

came and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife of 
the Lamb. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the 
holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 
as clear as crystal. 

B. The bride of Christ in Revelation 19 is composed of all the overcomers—vv. 7-9; cf. Gen. 

2:22; Matt. 16:18. 
Rev 19 be omitted. 
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Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and His wife has made herself ready. 

Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for 
the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 

Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of 
the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God. 

Gen 2:22 And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a woman and 
brought her to the man. 

Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, 
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

C. All the overcomers will be the New Jerusalem as the bride of Christ for one thousand years 

in its initial and fresh stage—Rev. 19:7. 
Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb 

has come, and His wife has made herself ready. 

D. Eventually, all the believers will join the overcomers to consummate and complete the New 

Jerusalem in full as the wife of Christ in the new heaven and new earth for eternity—21:2, 

9-11. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 

came and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife of 
the Lamb. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the 
holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 
as clear as crystal. 

 

III. The bride is the goal of the Lord’s recovery—19:7-9: 
Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has 

come, and His wife has made herself ready. 
Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine 

linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 
Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the 

Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God. 

A. “The marriage of the Lamb has come”—v. 7b: 

1. In the beginning of his Gospel, John speaks of the Lamb and the Bridegroom, and in 

Revelation he says that the marriage of the Lamb has come—John 1:29; 3:29. 
John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world! 
John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who 

stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This 
joy of mine therefore is made full. 

2. After the rapture of the majority of the saints (Rev. 14:16; 1 Thes. 4:15-16) and the 

judgment at the judgment seat of Christ for the giving of the reward (Rev. 11:18; 2 

Cor. 5:10), the events that immediately follow should include the marriage of the 

Lamb (Rev. 19:7b): 
Rev 14:16 And He who sat on the cloud thrust His sickle upon the earth, and the earth 

was reaped. 
1 Thes 4:15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are living, who are 

left remaining unto the coming of the Lord, shall by no means precede those 
who have fallen asleep; 

1 Thes 4:16 Because the Lord Himself, with a shout of command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet of God, will descend from heaven, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 

Rev 11:18 And the nations became angry, and Your wrath came, and the time came for 
the dead to be judged, and the time to give the reward to Your slaves the 
prophets and to the saints and to those who fear Your name, to the small and 
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to the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth. 
2 Cor 5:10 For we must all be manifested before the judgment seat of Christ, that each 

one may receive the things done through the body according to what he has 
practiced, whether good or bad. 

Rev 19:7b … for the marriage of the Lamb has come, … 

a. If we are rewarded at the judgment seat of Christ, we will participate in the 

wedding feast. 

b. If we are not rewarded but are disapproved of by the Lord, we will not perish 

but will suffer a loss like that described in 1 Corinthians 3:15. 
1 Cor 3:15 If anyone's work is consumed, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be 

saved, yet so as through fire. 

B. “His wife has made herself ready”—Rev. 19:7c: 

1. His wife refers to the church (Eph. 5:24-25, 31-32), the bride of Christ (John 3:29). 
Eph 5:24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also let the wives be subject to their 

husbands in everything. 
Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave 

Himself up for her 
Eph 5:31 For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to 

his wife, and the two shall be one flesh. 
Eph 5:32 This mystery is great, but I speak with regard to Christ and the church. 
John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who 

stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This 
joy of mine therefore is made full. 

2. According to Revelation 19:8-9, the wife, the bride of Christ, consists only of the 

overcoming believers during the millennium, whereas the bride, the wife, in 21:2 is 

composed of all the saved saints after the millennium for eternity. 
Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and 

clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 
Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage 

dinner of the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

3. The readiness of the bride depends on the maturity in life of the overcomers—19:7; 

Heb. 6:1; Phil. 3:12-15; Eph. 4:13. 
Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the 

Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. 
Heb 6:1 Therefore leaving the word of the beginning of Christ, let us be brought on to 

maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of 
faith in God, 

Phil 3:12 Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I 
may lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 

Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: 
Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things 
which are before, 

Phil 3:14 I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called 
me upward. 

Phil 3:15 Let us therefore, as many as are full-grown, have this mind; and if in anything 
you are otherwise minded, this also God will reveal to you. 

Eph 4:13 Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full knowledge of the 
Son of God, at a full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ, 

4. We need to adorn and consummate the New Jerusalem as the bride of Christ with God 

the Father as the gold, God the Son as the pearl, and God the Spirit as the precious 

stones—Rev. 21:2, 19a; 1 Cor. 3:12; S. S. 1:10-11. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
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Rev 21:19a The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone: … 
1 Cor 3:12 But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 

grass, stubble, 
S. S. 1:10 Your cheeks are lovely with plaits of ornaments, / Your neck with strings of 

jewels. 
S. S. 1:11 We will make you plaits of gold / With studs of silver. 

5. The overcomers are not separate individuals but a corporate bride. 

6. The overcomers not only are mature in life but also are built together as one bride. 

C. “It was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine 

linen is the righteousnesses of the saints”—Rev. 19:8: 

1. Clean refers to the nature, and bright refers to the expression. 

2. The Greek word translated “righteousnesses” may also be rendered “righteous acts.” 

3. The righteousnesses do not refer to the righteousness that we received for our 

salvation—1 Cor. 1:30. 
1 Cor 1:30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: both 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 

4. The righteousness we received for our salvation is objective and enables us to meet 

the requirement of the righteous God, whereas in Revelation 19:8 the righteousnesses 

of the overcoming saints are subjective (Phil. 3:9) and enable them to meet the 

requirement of the overcoming Christ. 
Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and 

clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 
Phil 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, 

but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God 
and based on faith, 

 5. Thus, the fine linen indicates our overcoming life, our overcoming living; it is the 

Christ whom we live out of our being. 

D. “Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb…These are the true 

words of God”—Rev. 19:9: 

1. The marriage dinner of the Lamb is the wedding feast, the kingdom of one thousand 

years, which is one day in the eyes of God, as a reward to the overcoming believers—

v. 9; Matt. 22:2, 11-14; 2 Pet. 3:8. 
Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage 

dinner of the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God. 
Matt 22:2 The kingdom of the heavens has become like a king who prepared a wedding 

feast for his son. 
Matt 22:11 But when the king came in to look at those reclining at table, he saw there a 

man who was not clothed with a wedding garment, 
Matt 22:12 And he said to him, Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding 

garment? And he was speechless. 
Matt 22:13 Then the king said to the servants, Bind his feet and hands, and cast him out 

into the outer darkness. In that place there will be the weeping and the 
gnashing of teeth. 

Matt 22:14 For many are called but few are chosen. 
2 Pet 3:8 But do not let this one thing escape you, beloved, that with the Lord one day is 

like a thousand years and a thousand years like one day. 

2. To be called to the marriage dinner of Christ, which will usher the overcoming 

believers into the enjoyment of the millennium, is to be blessed—Rev. 19:9. 
Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage 

dinner of the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God. 

3. The marriage dinner of the Lamb in Revelation 19:9 is the wedding feast in Matthew 

22:2; it will be a reward to the overcoming believers: 
Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage 

dinner of the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God. 
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Matt 22:2 The kingdom of the heavens has become like a king who prepared a wedding 
feast for his son. 

a. To be called is to receive salvation (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2; Eph. 4:1), whereas to 

be chosen is to receive a reward. 
Rom 1:7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, the called saints: Grace to you 

and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Cor 1:2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, the called saints, with all those who call upon 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, who is theirs and ours: 

Eph 4:1 I beseech you therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, to walk worthily of the 
calling with which you were called, 

b. Only the overcomers will be called to the marriage dinner as a reward to them; 

not all the saved ones will participate in it. 

c. The overcoming believers, who will be called to the marriage dinner of the 

Lamb, will also be the bride of the Lamb—Rev. 19:8-9. 
Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright 

and clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 
Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the 

marriage dinner of the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true 
words of God. 

  


