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Message Two
The Building of the Bride

R. A. Hymns: 975, 1229

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26; 2:7-10, 18-25; Rev. 19:7-9; 21:9-11

Gen. 1:26

Gen 2:7

Gen 2:8

Gen 2:9

Gen 2:10

Gen 2:18

Gen 2:19

Gen 2:20

Gen 2:21

Gen 2:22

Gen 2:23

Gen 2:24

Gen 2:25
Rev. 19:7

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

Jehovah God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became a living soul.

And Jehovah God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there He put the man whom He had
formed.

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight
and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided and became
four branches.

And Jehovah God said, It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper as his
counterpart.

Now Jehovah God had formed from the ground every animal of the field and every bird of
heaven. And He brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the
man called any living animal, that was its name.

And the man gave names to all cattle and to the birds of heaven and to every animal of the field,
but for Adam there was not found a helper as his counterpart.

And Jehovah God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; and He took one of his
ribs and closed up the flesh in its place.

And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a woman and brought
her to the man.

And the man said, This time this is bone of my bones / And flesh of my flesh; / This one shall be
called Woman / Because out of Man this one was taken.

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall cleave to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh.

And both the man and his wife were naked and were not ashamed before each other.

Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready.
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Rev. 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine
linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Rev.19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb.
And he said to me, These are the true words of God.

Rev. 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and
spoke with me, saying, Come here; [ will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.

Rev. 21:10And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy city,
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,

Rev. 21:11Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as
crystal.

The building of God is the central matter in the entire
Bible; the bride of Christ is the building of the Triune God—
“Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the
man, into a woman and brought her to the man”—Gen. 2:22:

Gen 2:22 And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a woman and brought
her to the man.

A.The entire Bible may be likened to a building manual; the revelation
concerning the garden of Eden, as the beginning of the divine revelation in
the Holy Scriptures, and the revelation concerning the New Jerusalem, as
the ending of the divine revelation in the Holy Scriptures, reflect each other.

B.What is revealed in these two parts of the Scriptures is the central thought
of God, the central line of the divine revelation, and a controlling principle
of the interpreting and understanding of the Holy Scriptures:

1. Genesis 1 and 2 are the blueprint of God's organic architectural plan to
have His divine building (Heb. 11:10); God's desire is to build Christ into
our intrinsic constitution so that our entire being will be reconstituted with
Christ; in this way God may gain a corporate man to express Him in His image
and to represent Him with His authority (Gen. 1:26; 1 Cor. 3:9; Matt. 16:18; 2
Sam. 7:12-14a).

Gen 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Gen 1:2  But the earth became waste and emptiness, and darkness was on the surface of the deep, and
the Spirit of God was brooding upon the surface of the waters.

Gen 1:3  And God said, Let there be light; and there was light.

Gen 1:4  And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness.

Gen 1:5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. And there was evening and
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Gen 1:26

Gen 1:27

Gen 1:28

Gen 1:29

there was morning, one day.

And God said, Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters.

And God made the expanse and separated the waters which were under the expanse from the
waters which were above the expanse, and it was so.

And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day.
And God said, Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the
dry land appear; and it was so.

And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters He called Seas; and
God saw that it was good.

And God said, Let the earth sprout grass, herbs yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit
according to their kind with their seed in them upon the earth; and it was so.

And the earth brought forth grass, herbs yielding seed according to their kind, and trees
bearing fruit with their seed in them according to their kind; and God saw that it was good.

And there was evening and there was morning, a third day.

And God said, Let there be light-bearers in the expanse of heaven to separate the day from the
night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years;

And let them be light-bearers in the expanse of heaven to give light on the earth; and it was so.
And God made the two great light-bearers, the greater light-bearer to rule the day and the
lesser light-bearer to rule the night, and the stars.

And God set them in the expanse of heaven to give light on the earth

And to rule over the day and over the night and to separate the light from the darkness, and
God saw that it was good.

And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day.

And God said, Let the waters swarm with swarms of living animals, and let birds fly above the
earth in the open expanse of heaven.

And God created the great sea creatures and every living animal that moves, with which the
waters swarmed, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind; and God
saw that it was good.

And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let
the birds multiply on the earth.

And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day.

And God said, Let the earth bring forth living animals according to their kind, cattle and
creeping things and animals of the earth according to their kind; and it was so.

And God made the animals of the earth according to their kind and the cattle according to their
kind and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind, and God saw that it was good.
And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

And God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female
He created them.

And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over
every living thing that moves upon the earth.

And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb that produces seed that is on the surface of
all the earth and every tree which has fruit that produces seed; they shall be for you as food.
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Gen 1:30

Gen 1:31

Gen 2:1
Gen 2:2

Gen 2:3

Gen 2:4

Gen 2:5

Gen 2:6
Gen 2:7

Gen 2:8
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Gen 2:11
Gen 2:12
Gen 2:13
Gen 2:14
Gen 2:15
Gen 2:16
Gen 2:17
Gen 2:18

Gen 2:19

Gen 2:20

Gen 2:21

Gen 2:22

Gen 2:23

And to every animal of the earth and to every bird of heaven and to everything that creeps upon
the earth, in which is a living soul, I have given every green herb for food; and it was so.

And God saw everything that He had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished.

And on the seventh day God finished His work which He had done, and He rested on the
seventh day from all His work which He had done.

And God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it because in it He rested from all His work
which God had created and made.

These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created. When
Jehovah God made earth and heaven,

And no plant of the field was yet in the earth, and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for
Jehovah God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no man to work the ground,
But a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground—

Jehovah God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became a living soul.

And Jehovah God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there He put the man whom He had
formed.

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight
and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided and became
four branches.

The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of Havilah, where
there is gold.

And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there.

And the name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of Cush.
And the name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one that goes east of Asshur. And the fourth
river is the Euphrates.

And Jehovah God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and to keep it.

And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden you may eat freely,
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall not eat; for in the day that you
eat of it you shall surely die.

And Jehovah God said, It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper as his
counterpart.

Now Jehovah God had formed from the ground every animal of the field and every bird of
heaven. And He brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the
man called any living animal, that was its name.

And the man gave names to all cattle and to the birds of heaven and to every animal of the field,
but for Adam there was not found a helper as his counterpart.

And Jehovah God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; and He took one of his
ribs and closed up the flesh in its place.

And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a woman and brought
her to the man.

And the man said, This time this is bone of my bones / And flesh of my flesh; / This one shall be
called Woman / Because out of Man this one was taken.
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Gen 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall cleave to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh.

Gen 2:25 And both the man and his wife were naked and were not ashamed before each other.

Heb. 11:10 For he eagerly waited for the city which has the foundations, whose Architect and Builder is God.

Gen. 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

1 Cor. 3:9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's cultivated land, God's building.

Matt. 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

2 Sam. 7:12 When your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I will raise up your seed after
you, which will come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.

2 Sam. 7:13 Itis he who will build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

2 Sam. 7:14a [ will be his Father, and he will be My son.---

2.Revelation 21 and 22 are the photograph of the finished building, the
corporate expression of the Triune God; the New Jerusalem is the reflection

and fulfillment of the divine revelation concerning the garden of Eden.

Rev 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away,
and the sea is no more.

Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband.

Rev 21:3 And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God Himself will be with
them and be their God.

Rev 21:4 And He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death will be no more, nor will there be
sorrow or crying or pain anymore; for the former things have passed away.

Rev 21:5 And He who sits on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And He said, Write, for these
words are faithful and true.

Rev 21:6 And He said to me, They have come to pass. [ am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and
the End. [ will give to him who thirsts from the spring of the water of life freely.

Rev 21:7 He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be God to him, and he will be a son to Me.

Rev 21:8 But the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and fornicators and
sorcerers and idolaters and all the false, their part will be in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.

Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and
spoke with me, saying, Come here; [ will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy city,
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as
crystal.

Rev 21:12 It had a great and high wall and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names
inscribed, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel:

Rev 21:13 On the east three gates, and on the north three gates, and on the south three gates, and on the
west three gates.
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Rev 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.

Rev 21:15 And he who spoke with me had a golden reed as a measure that he might measure the city and
its gates and its wall.

Rev 21:16 And the city lies square, and its length is as great as the breadth. And he measured the city with the
reed to a length of twelve thousand stadia; the length and the breadth and the height of it are equal.

Rev 21:17 And he measured its wall, a hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man,
that is, of an angel.

Rev 21:18 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.

Rev 21:19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone: the first
foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;

Rev 21:20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz;
the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.

Rev 21:21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was, respectively, of one pearl.
And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

Rev 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

Rev 21:23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon that they should shine in it, for the glory of
God illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.

Rev 21:24 And the nations will walk by its light; and the kings of the earth bring their glory into it.

Rev 21:25 And its gates shall by no means be shut by day, for there will be no night there.

Rev 21:26 And they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it.

Rev 21:27 And anything common and he who makes an abomination and a lie shall by no means enter
into it, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.

Rev 22:2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve fruits,
yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.

Rev 22:3 And there will no longer be a curse. And the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His
slaves will serve Him;

Rev 22:4 And they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.

Rev 22:5 And night will be no more; and they have no need of the light of a lamp and of the light of the
sun, for the Lord God will shine upon them; and they will reign forever and ever.

Rev 22:6 And he said to me, These words are faithful and true; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the
prophets, has sent His angel to show to His slaves the things which must quickly take place.

Rev 22:7 And behold, I come quickly. Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this scroll.

Rev 22:8 And I John am he who hears and sees these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell to worship
before the feet of the angel who showed me these things.

Rev 22:9 And he said to me, Do not do that! [ am your fellow slave and a fellow slave of your brothers the
prophets and of those who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God.

Rev 22:10 And he said to me, Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this scroll, for the time is near.

Rev 22:11 Let him who does unrighteousness do unrighteousness still; and let him who is filthy be filthy
still; and let him who is righteous do righteousness still; and let him who is holy be holy still.

Rev 22:12 Behold, I come quickly, and My reward is with Me to render to each one as his work is.

Rev 22:13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.
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Rev 22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of life and may
enter by the gates into the city.

Rev 22:15 Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the fornicators and the murderers and the idolaters
and everyone who loves and makes a lie.

Rev 22:16 I Jesus have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the Root and the
Offspring of David, the bright morning star.

Rev 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, Come! And let him who is
thirsty come; let him who wills take the water of life freely.

Rev 22:18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds to them,
God will add to him the plagues which are written in this scroll;

Rev 22:19 And if anyone takes away from the words of the scroll of this prophecy, God will take away his
part from the tree of life and out of the holy city, which are written in this scroll.

Rev 22:20 He who testifies these things says, Yes, [ come quickly. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

Rev 22:21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

3. Christ will come back as the Bridegroom to marry His bride, who will be the
totality of the overcomers; this building up by the overcomers in this age is
for the initial consummation of the New Jerusalem in the kingdom age (19:7-
9) and eventually for the full consummation of the New Jerusalem in the new
heaven and new earth (21:2).

Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready.

Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine
linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb.
And he said to me, These are the true words of God.

Rev. 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband.

4. By the continual working of the Holy Spirit through all the centuries, this goal
will be attained at the end of this age; then the bride, the overcoming believers,
will be ready, and the kingdom of God will come—Matt. 26:29; 13:43.

Matt. 26:29 But I say to you, [ shall by no means drink of this product of the vine from now on until that
day when I drink it new with you in the kingdom of My Father.

Matt. 13:43 Then the righteous will shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear.

5.The corporate bride, the New Jerusalem, will fulfill the two aspects of
the purpose of God (Gen. 1:26); first, the New Jerusalem will be the full
expression of God in God's full image for His glory (Rev. 21:11; cf. 4:3);
second, this New Jerusalem will subdue the enemy, conquer the earth, and
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exercise God's authority with His dominion over the entire universe (Gen.
1:26; Rev. 22:5; cf. 20:10, 14-15).

fl1:26 M, BRANEZERNABEG, BERITOEIREA, & Gen. 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have
HIIEEBEENE, SPHNE, M EHE. e, # dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all
TR — e, the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

B 2111 WP AEMEER, WY EEWERENESR, TREE, Rev. 21:11Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as
B dm K o crystal.

JB4:3 AR AEM, DHERMETHGEEMLER, SUHILE Rev.4:3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance, and there was a
EEE, DHENEFHFGEES. rainbow around the throne like an emerald in appearance.

fl1:26 M, BRANEZERNAOBG, BERITOEXREA, & Gen. 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have
HIIEEEENE, SFPHNE, M EHE. e, # dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all
M TRy — ey, the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

JB22:5 I BHER, MA@ AFELLE KR, B EMELEM Rev. 22:5 And night will be no more; and they have no need of the light of a lamp and of the light of the
fil; ATEEE, HBAKRT, sun, for the Lord God will shine upon them; and they will reign forever and ever.

JB20:10 ARBAMAATWER, HIVEREKHE, W ELEREBEF Rev. 20:10And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where also the
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beast and the false prophet were; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
Rev. 20:14And death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.
Rev. 20:15And if anyone was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire.

C.When we as God's people enter into a love relationship with God, we
receive His life, just as Eve received the life of Adam; it is this life that
enables us to become one with God and makes Him one with us—Gen.
2:21-22.

£ 2:21  HRfedEAp AR AUTEE, BT, TRERT N —£MF, Gen. 2:21 And Jehovah God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; and He took one of his
XA R AR, ribs and closed up the flesh in its place.

£]2:22 Hifederm AAAE LB E, BEX 1L A, A Gen. 2:22 And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a woman and brought
HE| A AR AT her to the man.
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II. For God and His people to be one, there must be a mutual
love between them; the love between God and His people
unfolded in the Bible is primarily like the affectionate love
between a man and a woman—]John 14:21, 23; Jer. 2:2; 31:3:

John 14:21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, he is the one who loves Me; and he who
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will manifest Myself to him.

27 14:23 HSREAH, AEER, RNEFRNIE, KFAbLEM, John 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will
FHERMNERMAE £, FHTHEL. love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him.

B 2:2  AREmEERE A AW E R, %, BiRdEwbi, IR Jer.2:2  Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus says Jehovah: I remember concerning you
FWEE, WIBNER, MEEETE, EREHMZH the kindness of your youth, The love of your bridal days, When you followed after Me in the
B, AR, wilderness, In a land that was not sown.

i 31:3 H A NmAEmREN, %, RUKTHEEZ TR, FHit Jer.31:3 Jehovah appeared to me from afar, saying, Indeed I have loved you with an eternal love;

KA ZRE T Ir.

Therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness.
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A.As God's people love God and spend time to fellowship with Him in His
word, God infuses them with His divine element, making them one with
Him as His spouse, the same as He is in life, nature, and expression—Psa.
119:140, 15-16.

Psa. 119:140 Your word is very pure, And Your servant loves it.
Psa. 119:15 [ will muse upon Your precepts And regard Your ways.
Psa. 119:16 I will take delight in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word.

B.God first loved us in that He infused us with His love and generated
within us the love with which we love Him and the brothers—1 John
4:19-21.

1John 4:19 We love because He first loved us.

1]John 4:20 If anyone says, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his
brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.

1]John 4:21 And this commandment we have from Him, that he who loves God love his brother also.

C. The life which we have received from God is a life of love; Christ lived in
this world a life of God as love, and He is now our life so that we may live
the same life of love in this world and be the same as He is—3:14; 5:1;
2:5-6; 4:17.

1]John 3:14 We know that we have passed out of death into life because we love the brothers. He who
does not love abides in death.

1 John 5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been begotten of God, and everyone who
loves Him who has begotten loves him also who has been begotten of Him.

1 John 2:5 But whoever keeps His word, truly in this one the love of God has been perfected. In this we
know that we are in Him.

1 John 2:6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk even as He walked.

1]John 4:17 In this has love been perfected with us, that we may have boldness in the day of the judgment
because even as He is, so also are we in this world.

D.Our natural love must be put on the cross; one difference between God's

love and our natural love is that it is very easy for our natural love to be
offended.

E. We must be persons who are flooded with and carried away by the love
of Christ; the divine love should be like the rushing tide of great waters
toward us, impelling us to live to Him beyond our own control—2 Cor. 5:14.

2 Cor.5:14 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this, that One died for all,
therefore all died;
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F. The commandment regarding brotherly love is both old and new: old,

because the believers have had it from the beginning of their Christian
life; new, because in their Christian walk it dawns with new light and
shines with new enlightenment and fresh power again and again—1 John
2:7-8; 3:11, 23; cf. John 13:34.

1]John 2:7 Beloved, | am not writing a new commandment to you but an old commandment, which you
have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you heard.

1John 2:8 Yet again a new commandment [ am writing to you, which is true in Him and in you because the
darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.

1]John 3:11 For this is the message which you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another,

1]John 3:23 And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love
one another, even as He gave a commandment to us.

John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that
you also love one another.

G. The Body builds itself up in love to become Christ's bride (Eph. 4:16); our

God-given, regenerated spirit is a spirit of love; we need a burning spirit
of love to conquer the degradation of today's church (2 Tim. 1:7).

Eph. 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every joint
of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes the growth
of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.

2 Tim. 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power and of love and of
sobermindedness.

H.“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up” (1 Cor. 8:1b; cf. 2 Cor. 3:6);

loving one another is a sign that we belong to Christ (John 13:34-
35); loving to be first in the church is versus loving all the brothers (3
John 9).

1 Cor. 8:1b ...Knowledge pulffs up, but love builds up.

2 Cor. 3:6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, ministers not of the letter but
of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that
you also love one another.

John 13:35 By this shall all men know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.

3John9 I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does not
receive us.

I. Just as the Lord Jesus laid down His soul-life so that we might have

the divine life, we need to lose our soul-life and deny the self to love
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the brothers and minister life to them in the practice of the Body life
for the preparation of Christ's bride—1 John 3:16; 4:17 and footnote
5;John 10:11, 17-18; 15:13; Eph. 4:29—5:2; 2 Cor. 12:15; Rom. 12:9-
13.

1]John 3:16 In this we know love, that He laid down His life on our behalf, and we ought to lay down our
lives on behalf of the brothers.

1]John 4:17 In this has love been perfected with us, that we may have boldness in the day of the judgment
because even as “He is, 5o also are we in this world.

Footnote 5 on 1 John 4:17: As in 3:3, 7, this refers to Christ, who lived in this world a life of God as love
and who is now our life that we may live the same life of love in this world and be the same as
He is.

John 10:11 Iam the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

John 10:17 For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again.

John 10:18 No one takes it away from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have authority to lay it down, and
I have authority to take it again. This commandment I received from My Father.

John 15:13 No one has greater love than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.

Eph 4:29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but only that which is good for building up,
according to the need, that it may give grace to those who hear.

Eph 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed unto the day of redemption.

Eph 4:31 Letall bitterness and anger and wrath and clamor and evil speaking be removed from you, with
all malice.

Eph 4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ also
forgave you.

Eph 5:1 Be therefore imitators of God, as beloved children;

Eph 5:2 And walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor.

2 Cor. 12:15But I, I will most gladly spend and be utterly spent on behalf of your souls. If I love you more
abundantly, am I loved less?

Rom 12:9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.

Rom 12:10 Love one another warmly in brotherly love; take the lead in showing honor one to another.

Rom 12:11 Do not be slothful in zeal, but be burning in spirit, serving the Lord.

Rom 12:12 Rejoice in hope; endure in tribulation; persevere in prayer.

Rom 12:13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality.

J. Love is the most excellent way for us to be anything or do anything

for the building up of the church as the organic Body of Christ—1 Cor.
12:31b—13:8a.

1 Cor 12:31b ---And moreover [ show to you a most excellent way.

1 Cor 13:11If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, [ have become sounding
brass or a clanging cymbal.

1 Cor 13:2 And if I have the gift of prophecy and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all
faith so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
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1 Cor 13:3 And if I dole out all my possessions to feed others, and if [ deliver up my body that I may boast,
but do not have love, I profit nothing.
1 Cor 13:4 Love suffers long. Love is kind; it is not jealous. Love does not brag and is not puffed up;

1 Cor 13:51It does not behave unbecomingly and does not seek its own things; it is not provoked and does
not take account of evil;

1 Cor 13:6 1t does not rejoice because of unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

1 Cor 13:7 It covers all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

1 Cor 13:8a Love never falls away.-+-

III. We need to see what God did in order to produce a

counterpart for Himself; Genesis 2 reveals a picture of
Christ and His bride in the types of Adam and Eve:

A.Adam typifies God in Christ as the real, universal Husband, who is seeking

a wife for Himself—Rom. 5:14; cf. John 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:31-32;
Rev. 19:7-9; 21:9-11.

Rom. 5:14 But death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned after the
likeness of Adam's transgression, who is a type of Him who was to come.

John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and
hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This joy of mine therefore is
made full.

2 Cor.11:2 For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for [ betrothed you to one husband to
present you as a pure virgin to Christ.

Eph. 5:31 For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the
two shall be one flesh.

Eph. 5:32 This mystery is great, but I speak with regard to Christ and the church.

Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready.

Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine
linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb.
And he said to me, These are the true words of God.

Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and
spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy city,
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as
crystal.

B.“Jehovah God said, It is not good for the man to be alone; [ will make him a

helper as his counterpart”—Gen. 2:18:
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1. Adam's need for a wife typifies and portrays God's need, in His economy, to
have a wife as His counterpart, His complement (lit.,, His parallel); although
God, Christ, is absolutely and eternally perfect, He is not complete without
the church as His wife.

2.God desires to have both Adam, typifying Christ, and Eve, typifying the
church; His purpose is to “let them have dominion” (1:26); it is to have a
victorious Christ plus a victorious church, a Christ who has overcome the
work of the devil plus a church which has overthrown the work of the devil;
God wants Christ and the church to have dominion (Rom. 5:17; 16:20; Eph.
1:22-23).

Gen. 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

Rom. 5:17 For if, by the offense of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive
the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus
Christ.

Rom. 16:20 Now the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus be
with you.

Eph. 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church,

Eph. 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

C. From the ground God formed every animal of the field and every bird
of heaven and brought them to Adam, “and the man gave names to
all cattle and to the birds of heaven and to every animal of the field,
but for Adam there was not found a helper as his counterpart”—Gen.
2:19-20.

Gen 2:19 Now Jehovah God had formed from the ground every animal of the field and every bird of
heaven. And He brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the
man called any living animal, that was its name.

Gen 2:20 And the man gave names to all cattle and to the birds of heaven and to every animal of the field,
but for Adam there was not found a helper as his counterpart.

D.The wife must be the same as the husband in life, nature, and expression;
among the cattle, the birds, and the animals Adam did not find a

complement for himself, one that could match him—uv. 23.

Gen. 2:23 And the man said, This time this is bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; This one shall be
called Woman Because out of Man this one was taken.
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E.In order to produce a complement for Himself, God first became a man, as
typified by God's creation of Adam—]John 1:14; Rom. 5:14.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the
only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

Rom. 5:14 But death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned after the
likeness of Adam's transgression, who is a type of Him who was to come.

F. “Jehovah God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; and
He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh in its place”—Gen. 2:21:

1.Adam's deep sleep for the producing of Eve as his wife typifies Christ's
death on the cross for the producing of the church as His counterpart—Eph.
5:25-27.

Eph. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,
Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

2.1n the Bible, sleep means death—1 Cor. 15:18; 1 Thes. 4:13-16; John
11:11-14.

1 Cor. 15:18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

1 Thes 4:13 But we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, concerning those who are sleeping, that you
would not grieve even as also the rest who have no hope.

1 Thes 4:14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, so also those who have fallen asleep through Jesus,
God will bring with Him.

1 Thes 4:15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are living, who are left remaining
unto the coming of the Lord, shall by no means precede those who have fallen asleep;

1 Thes 4:16 Because the Lord Himself, with a shout of command, with the voice of the archangel and with
the trumpet of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.

John 11:11 He said these things, and after this He said to them, Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I
am going that [ may wake him out of sleep.

John 11:12 The disciples then said to Him, Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.

John 11:13 But Jesus had spoken about his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking
rest in sleep.

John 11:14 So Jesus then told them plainly, Lazarus has died.

3. Christ's death is the life-releasing, life-imparting, life-propagating, life-
multiplying, and life-reproducing death, which is signified by the grain of wheat
falling into the ground to die and to grow up in order to produce many grains
(12:24) for the making of the loaf which is the Body, the church (1 Cor. 10:17).

John 12:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides
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alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
1 Cor. 10:17 Seeing that there is one bread, we who are many are one Body; for we all partake of the one
bread.

4. Through Christ's death the divine life within Him was released, and
through His resurrection His released divine life was imparted into His
believers for the constituting of the church—Luke 12:49-50; cf. Rom.
12:11; Rev. 4:5.

Luke 12:49 [ have come to cast fire on the earth, and how I wish that it were already kindled!

Luke 12:50 ButI have a baptism to be baptized with, and how I am pressed until it is accomplished!

Rom. 12:11 Do not be slothful in zeal, but be burning in spirit, serving the Lord.

Rev.4:5 And out of the throne come forth lightnings and voices and thunders. And there were seven
lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God;

5. Through such a process God in Christ has been wrought into man with His
life and nature so that man can be the same as God in life and nature in order
to match Him as His counterpart.

G.“And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a
woman and brought her to the man”—Gen. 2:22:

1.The rib taken from Adam's opened side typifies the unbreakable,
indestructible eternal life of Christ (Heb. 7:16; John 19:32-33, 36; Exo. 12:46;
Psa. 34:20), which flowed out of His pierced side (John 19:34) to impart
life to His believers for the producing and building up of the church as His
counterpart:

Heb. 7:16 Who has been appointed not according to the law of a fleshy commandment but according to
the power of an indestructible life.

John 19:32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man and of the other man who had
been crucified with Him.

John 19:33 But coming to Jesus, when they saw that He had already died, they did not break His legs;

John 19:36 For these things happened that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “No bone of His shall be
broken.”

Exo. 12:461t shall be eaten in one house. You shall not take any of the flesh outside the house, nor shall
you break any of its bones.

Psa. 34:20 He keeps all his bones; Not one of them is broken.

John 19:34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood
and water.

a.Out of Christ's side came blood and water, but all that came out of
Adam's side was the rib without the blood.
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b.This is because at Adam's time there was no need of redemption
through the blood, because there was no sin; by the time that Christ
was “sleeping” on the cross, there was the problem of sin; thus, the
blood that came out of Christ's side was for our judicial redemption.

c. Following the blood, the water came out, which is the flowing life
of God for our organic salvation (Exo. 17:6; 1 Cor. 10:4; Num. 20:8);
this divine, flowing, uncreated life is typified by the rib taken out of
Adam's side (Rom. 5:10).

Exo.17:6 1 will be standing before you there upon the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and
water will come out of it so that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the
elders of Israel.

1 Cor. 10:4 And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed them,
and the rock was Christ.

Num. 20:8 Take the rod, and gather the assembly, you and Aaron your brother, and speak to the rock
before their eyes, so that it yields its water. Thus you shall bring forth water for them out of the
rock and give the assembly and their livestock something to drink.

Rom. 5:10 For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more we
will be saved in His life, having been reconciled,

2. Genesis 2:22 does not say that Eve was created but that she was built; the
building of Eve with the rib taken from Adam's side typifies the building of
the church with the resurrection life released from Christ through His death
on the cross and imparted into His believers in His resurrection—John 12:24;
1 Pet. 1:3.

Gen. 2:22 And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a woman and brought
her to the man.

John 12:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

1 Pet. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has
regenerated us unto a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

3. The church as the real Eve is the totality of Christ in all His believers; the
church is the reproduction of Christ; other than Christ's element, there should
be no other element in the church—Gen. 5:2.

Gen. 5:2 Male and female He created them, and He blessed them and called their name Adam, on the day
when they were created.

H.Only that which comes out of Christ with His resurrection life can be His
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complement as His bride (1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 2:6; 5:28-30); the church is a
pure product out of Christ; the church is “Christly,” “resurrectionly,” and
heavenly.

1 Cor. 12:12 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of the body, being
many, are one body, so also is the Christ.

Eph. 2:6 And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

Eph. 5:28 In the same way the husbands also ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who
loves his own wife loves himself.

Eph. 5:29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as Christ also the
church,

Eph. 5:30 Because we are members of His Body.

. Adam and Eve, being one, lived a married life together as husband

and wife (Gen. 2:24-25); this portrays that in the New Jerusalem the
processed and consummated Triune God as the universal Husband will
live a married life with the redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and
glorified humanity as the wife, forever (Rev. 22:17a).

Gen. 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall cleave to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh.

Gen. 2:25 And both the man and his wife were naked and were not ashamed before each other.

Rev. 22:17aAnd the Spirit and the bride say, Come!---

. In the eternity that is without end, by the divine, eternal, and surpassingly

glorious life, they will live a life that is the mingling of God and man as one
spirit, a life that is superexcellent and that overflows with blessings and joy.
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