%t 3 Week Seven

EAERITHEO RS, Continuing to Live in the Divine History
BHEEALRD L P within Human History in the Continuation
HEENEDLE, of the Book of Acts for the Spreading

AEY RIAEED R, and Building Up of the Church
VB AR B AL as the Corporate Manifestation of Christ

gL A 225 Hymns: 1083
% f£—8,13~14, Z16~18, 21, .20, 41~42, 7~ 4, Scripture Reading: Acts 1:8, 13-14; 2:16-18, 21; 5:20, 41-42; 6:4;
+T=232~34, t5x6~7, tX16, T2, ZA3 13:32-34; 16:6-7; 17:16; 19:21; 28:31
[(A—] §Day 1
T AF TR T AL AT, £ A 1. The book of Acts reveals a group of people who live in the
EAMELFEEMNEZINLE, HAVELES, divine history within human history as the acting God; they
M, 2L (ERAEMK L) & have become God in life, in nature, in expression, and in

v, AFTREFAREZ S, FAFH function (but not in the Godhead) for the spreading and
RGN ——8, 14, —14 L, W10~ building up of the church as the corporate manifestation of
20, 31~32, £20, 38~39, T =1~4, Christ—1:8, 14; 2:14a; 4:10-20, 31-32; 5:20, 38-39; 13:1-4;
Zx16~19, =N\ 31: 26:16-19; 28:31:
— BEERATEERFR—REHMEH, 3R T4  Aln Peter's first proclamation of the gospel in the book of Acts, he quoted
Y wPerIMENALN L LN LG ER from the book of Joel, which reveals the intrinsic, divine history within
$—=17~21, H—1~4, =28~ 32 the outward, human history—Acts 2:17-21; Joel 1:1-4; 2:28-32.
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B.The divine history within the human history is Christ's “goings forth...
from the days of eternity” (Micah 5:2) across the bridge of time into
eternity future (Psa. 90:2) so that He might be dispensed into His
chosen ones as the Desire of all the nations (Hag. 2:7) for His corporate
manifestation and His full glorification.

C.]Joel speaks concerning the outpouring of the processed, consummated,
compound Spirit, who was poured out on the day of Pentecost; this Spirit
is the consummated Triune God and the realization of Christ for the
manifestation of Christ—]Joel 2:28-29; Acts 2:1-4, 16-21; 1 Tim. 3:15-16.

§ Day 2

II. The book of Acts reveals a group of people who live in the
divine history by calling on the name of the Lord, suffering
on behalf of the name of the Lord, and speaking in the name
of the Lord, the name of Jesus:

A.Joel's prophecy and its fulfillment concerning God's New Testament
jubilee have two aspects: on God's side, He poured out His Spirit in the
ascension of the resurrected Christ; on our side, we call on the name
of the ascended Lord, who has accomplished all, attained unto all, and
obtained all—Acts 2:16-18, 21; Joel 2:28-29, 32a:

1. Our divine history in the midst of human history is a history of calling on the
name of the Lord to enjoy the riches of Christ for the building up of the Body
of Christ as the fullness of Christ—Rom. 10:12-13; Eph. 3:8, 19; 1:22-23.

2. By calling on the name of the Lord, we keep ourselves in God's golden, divine
history—a history that begins with Enosh (Gen. 4:26), continues through the
Old and New Testaments (Job 12:4; Gen. 12:8; 26:25; Deut. 4:7; Judg. 15:18; 1
Sam. 12:18; Psa. 116:4, 13, 17; 80:18; 88:9; 1 Kings 18:24; Isa. 12:4; Lam. 3:55,
57; Psa. 99:6; Isa. 55:6; Jonah 1:6; 2 Kings 5:11; Isa. 41:25; Acts 2:21; 7:59;
9:14, 21; 22:16; Rom. 10:12-13; 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Tim. 2:22), and concludes with
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the last prayer in the Bible (Rev. 22:20).

B.As we are living in the divine history, we suffer on behalf of the Lord's
name within the human history; it is a real honor to be dishonored on
behalf of the Name, the very name of the man-dishonored but God-
honored Jesus—Acts 4:18-20, 29-31; 5:41-42; 9:13-16; 2 Cor. 6:4; 11:23;
Col. 1:24-25.

C. We carry out the divine history within the human history by speaking
“boldly in the name of Jesus”; this name is the expression of the sum total
of what the Lord is in His person and work—Acts 9:27; Phil. 2:9-11; 1
Thes. 2:2; 2 Cor. 4:5.

§ Day 3

III. The book of Acts reveals a group of people who live in the
divine history by living, moving, and acting as one Bodyj;
they do everything in the Body, through the Body, and for
the Body:

A. After the Lord Jesus died, resurrected, and ascended, He continued to live,
act, walk, and work on earth in thousands of people because He imparted
Himself into them through His death and resurrection—John 12:24.

B. The four Gospels give us a picture of the Head, and the book of Acts shows
us the Body; the book of Acts is actually the acts of Christ by the Spirit in

the church as His Body, His reproduction and duplication—1:14; 2:14a,
42:9:4-5; 28:13-15.

§ Day 4

IV. The book of Acts reveals a group of people who live in the
divine history by rejecting themselves and living by another
life—Christ as the divine life; this corporate living of Christ
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is the reality of the Body of Christ:

A.The life that is indicated by “this life” in Acts 5:20 is the divine life

preached, ministered, and lived by Peter that overcame the Jewish
leaders' persecution, threatening, and imprisonment; Peter's life and
work made the divine life so real and present in his situation that even
the angel saw it and pointed it out.

B.Paul lived Christ and served God by the all-inclusive Spirit of Jesus in

his spirit (the divine Spirit mingled with his human spirit as one spirit);
he lived within the veil (in his spirit as the practical Holy of Holies) and
outside the camp (the human organization of religion)—16:6-7; 17:16;
19:21; Rom. 8:16; 2 Tim. 4:22; 1 Cor. 6:17; Rom. 1:9; Phil. 3:3; Heb. 6:19-
20; 13:13.

C.In order to live in the divine history within the human history and by

the divine life in our human life, we need to be vessels open to the Lord,
loving Him, receiving Him, being filled with Him, and letting Him be
everything to us and do everything in us, through us, and for us—Acts
9:15; 2 Cor. 4:7; Rom. 9:21, 23; cf. 2 Kings 4:1-6.
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V. The book of Acts reveals a group of people who live in the
divine history by continuing steadfastly in prayer and in the
ministry of the word; this is to live in the apostolic ministry
in coordination with Christ as our great High Priest in His
heavenly ministry—6:4; Heb. 7:25; 8:1-2:

A.By prayer we set our mind on the things above and become a reflection

HRZ EIREMIRR, KMNEHFEEALEKE
8, A AL EN a8y, AR L &3l —
AN, T=21~4, B=1~3, W2, %<
18, 125510, /L2 ~3, #hAT=13, #JE= 6,
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of Christ's ministry in the heavens; we depend on prayer to do what man
cannot do, to understand what man cannot understand, and to speak
what man cannot speak—Acts 9:11; 13:1-4; Col. 3:1-3; 4:2; Eph. 6:18;
Dan. 6:10; 9:2-3; 1 Cor. 2:13; 2 Cor. 3:6.

B.By the ministry of the word, we impart Christ into others as the
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heavenly life and power so that they may be sustained with the riches of
Christ to live Christ as their heavenly life on earth—Rom. 15:16; cf. Isa.

VI. The book of Acts reveals a group of people who live in the
divine history seen in Psalm 68, which shows that Christ
is the center of God's move on the earth and the reality of
God's activities through the church—vv. 1, 24:

A.We need to enjoy the processed and consummated Triune God as the life-
dispensing and outpoured Spirit day by day—vv. 11-13, 19; Acts 2:46-47;
5:42; 16:5; 20:31; 28:30-31.

B.We need to dwell in Christ as the “shore” of the evangelists for the
transportation and spreading in the preaching of the gospel; on the day of
Pentecost at least one hundred twenty gospel “ships,” all of whom were
Galileans, set out from the “shore” to spread the gospel—Psa. 68:27; Gen.
49:13; Acts 2:7; 13:31.

§ Day 5

VIL.The book of Acts reveals a group of people who live in the
divine history by continuing to enjoy, live, and proclaim the
resurrected Christ as the firstborn Son of God and as the
holy things of David, the faithful things, which are all the
aspects of what Christ is as mercies to us—13:32-34:

A.Christ as the seed of David was begotten through His resurrection to be
the firstborn Son of God and the life-giving Spirit as God's sure mercies
shown to David—vv. 33-35; [sa. 55:3-4.

B.In Acts 13:34 Paul interprets God's sure mercies in Isaiah 55:3 as “the
holy things of David, the faithful things,” and in Acts 13:33 and 35 he
indicates that these things are the resurrected Christ Himself as the
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[A7X] § Day 6
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D.Whether we have seen the heavenly vision or not depends on whether we
are willing to pay the price to buy the anointing Spirit as the eyesalve—
Rev. 3:18.

E. To take the way of the Lord's recovery is not cheap; this way is expensive
and requires a costly consecration.

F.We are not here for a movement but for the Lord's recovery, and the
recovery can be carried out only by the specific and extraordinary
consecration in the upper room.

G.The one hundred twenty in the upper room all became a burnt offering;
they were burning for the Lord in spirit, and they burned others with the
divine fire of the divine life—Luke 12:49-50; Acts 2:3-4; Rom. 12:11.

H.When the Lord Jesus was on the earth, great crowds followed Him, but
they did not afford Him anything for His move; His move was with those
in the upper room, with those whose eyes had been opened and whose
hearts had been touched—Acts 17:6b.

[. Itis a small number who will turn the world upside down and change the age;
if we would be in the upper room, we need to pray in a specific way and say,
“Lord, I am willing to be in the upper room for the recovery of Your testimony.”
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WEEK 7 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Acts 2:17 “And it shall be in the last days, says God, that | will pour
out of My Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream things in dreams.”

21 “And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall
be saved.”

In this universe there are two histories: the history of man, the human
history, and the history of God, the divine history. We may liken the history of
man to the shell of a walnut and the history of God to the kernel within the shell.

Although it is easy for us to see the shell, which is something outward and
physical, we must have a kind of intrinsic insight in order to see the kernel
within the shell, to know the divine history within the human history. (Life-
study of Joel, pp. 33-34)

Today’s Reading

Within Himself, this eternal One made an economy. According to His
economy, God wants to work Himself into man to be one with man, to be
man’s life, life supply, and everything, and to have man as His expression.
God’s intention in His economy is thus to have a corporate entity, composed
of God and man, to be His expression for eternity. This divine history began
with the eternal God and His economy.

The divine history continued with the incarnation and human living of
Christ. One day the very God who created the universe became incarnated, being
conceived of the Holy Spirit within the womb of a human virgin and then born of
this virgin to be the God-man, the One who is the complete God and a perfect man.
It is marvelous that God became a man named Jesus and that this man lived in
Nazareth, working as a carpenter,; until the age of thirty. Christ’s incarnation and
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His human living both are parts of the divine history, the history of God within the
history of man...At the end of His life and ministry on earth, the Lord Jesus went
willingly to the cross. His crucifixion was a vicarious death, an all-inclusive death
which terminated the old creation and solved all problems. His death ushered
Him into resurrection. On the one hand, in His resurrection He was begotten to be
the firstborn Son of God (Acts 13:33; Rom. 1:4; 8:29). On the other hand, in and
through His resurrection He became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b).

Furthermore, through Christ’s resurrection millions were begotten,
regenerated, by God (1 Pet. 1:3) to be sons of God and to be members of the Body
of Christ, the church. The Christ who was incarnated, crucified, and resurrected,
the Christ who ascended to the heavens and then descended as the Spirit, has
produced the church as the corporate expression of the Triune God. The church
today is the enlargement of the manifestation of Christ...This part of God’s
history has lasted for more than nineteen hundred years, and it is still going on.

The Spirit poured out on the day of Pentecost was the Spirit of God
compounded with Christ’'s humanity, death, resurrection, and ascension. This
compounded Spirit...is the realization of Christ and the consummation of the
Triune God. God poured Himself upon those who called on the name of the
Lord. This outpouring produced the church...The church is mysterious, for it
is in the church that Christ is manifested.

By this outpouring all the disciples and saved ones on the day of Pentecost
became parts of the corporate Christ. The individual Christ has thus become
the corporate Christ, the enlarged, increased Christ, which is the church as
the manifestation of God in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:15-16).

We all were born in the human history, but we have been reborn,
regenerated, in the divine history...If our living is in the world, we are
living in the human history. But if we are living in the church, we are living
in the divine history...Now two parties—God and we—have one history,
the divine history. This is the church life. (Life-study of Joel, pp. 34-35, 18-
19, 36)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joel, msgs. 3—7; CWWN, vol. 37, ch. 20
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WEEK 7 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 10:12-13 ...The same Lord is Lord of all and rich to all who call
upon Him; for “whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Acts 5:41 So they went from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to be dishonored on behalf of the Name.

Calling on the name of the Lord is not a new practice that began with
the New Testament. Rather, it began with Enosh, the third generation of
mankind...It was continued by Job..., Abraham..., [saac..., Moses and the
children of Israel..., Samson..., Samuel..., David..., and others..., all of whom
practiced this in the Old Testament age...It is God’s commandment...and
desire...that His people call on Him. This is the joyful way to drink from
the fountain of God’s salvation...and the enjoyable way to delight oneself in
God..., that is, to enjoy Him. Hence, God’s people must call upon Him daily
(Psa. 88:9). (Acts 2:21, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

In the New Testament, calling on the name of the Lord was first
mentioned by Peter [in Acts 2:21] on the day of Pentecost, as the fulfillment
of Joel’s prophecy. This fulfillment is related to God’s outpouring of the
all-inclusive Spirit economically upon His chosen people that they may
participate in His New Testament jubilee...Calling on the Lord’s name is
vitally necessary in order for us, the believers in Christ, to participate in
and enjoy the all-inclusive Christ with all He has accomplished, attained,
and obtained...It is a major practice in God’s New Testament economy
that enables us to enjoy the processed Triune God for our full salvation...
The early believers practiced this everywhere (1 Cor. 1:2), and to the
unbelievers, especially the persecutors, it became a popular sign of Christ’s
believers (Acts 9:14, 21). When Stephen suffered persecution, he practiced
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this..., and his practice surely impressed Saul, one of his persecutors (7:58-
60; 22:20). Later, the unbelieving Saul persecuted the callers (9:14, 21) by
taking their calling as a sign. Immediately after Saul was caught by the Lord,
Ananias, who brought Saul into the fellowship of the Body of Christ, charged
him to be baptized, calling on the name of the Lord, to show others that he
too had become such a caller. By his word to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:22,
Paul indicated that in the early days all the Lord’s seekers practiced such
calling. Undoubtedly, he was one who practiced this, since he charged his
young co-worker Timothy to do this that Timothy might enjoy the Lord as
he did. (Acts 2:21, footnote 1)

[Acts 2:21] is the conclusion of the quotation of Joel's prophecy, which
began in verse 17, indicating that the issue of God’s pouring out of His Spirit
upon all flesh is their salvation through calling on the name of the Lord.
God’s outpouring of His Spirit is the applying of the Lord’s salvation to His
chosen people. To be saved is to receive this Spirit, who is the blessing of the
gospel in God’s New Testament economy (Gal. 3:2, 5, 14). This Spirit is the
Lord Himself as the breath (John 20:22) and the living water (John 4:10, 14)
to us. To breathe Him in as our breath and drink Him as our living water, we
need to call on Him. Lamentations 3:55-56 indicates that our calling on the
Lord is our breathing, and Isaiah 12:3-4 indicates that our calling on the Lord
is our drinking. After we believe in the Lord, we need to call on Him that we
may not only be saved but also enjoy His riches (Rom. 10:12-13). When we
exercise our spirit to call on Him, breathe Him in, and drink Him, we enjoy
His riches; this is the real worship to God. The Lord connected such worship
(John 4:24) to the drinking of the living water given by Him (John 4:14). (Acts
2:21, footnote 3)

It is a real honor to be dishonored on behalf of the Name, the very name of
the man-dishonored but God-honored Jesus...The dishonored ones rejoiced
that they were counted worthy to be dishonored on behalf of the Name. (Acts
5:41, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msgs. 5, 7, 10; CWWL, 1994-
1997, vol. 1, “The Practical Points concerning Blending,” ch. 4
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WEEK 7 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Acts 9:4-5 And he fell on the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? And he said, Who are You, Lord?
And He said, | am Jesus, whom you persecute.

2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the fellowship
of the apostles, in the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Acts should be included with the Gospels because these five books
together give us a full picture of a universal man. The four Gospels give us
a picture of the Head, and the book of Acts shows us the Body...This book
records not merely the acts of the apostles but the acts of Christ by the Spirit
in the church. The acts of the apostles and of all the believers, that is, of the
church, are the acts of Christ in the church by the Holy Spirit. In the four
Gospels there is one man, Jesus of Nazareth, living in a divine way by the
divine life. In Acts, however, there are thousands of persons living in a divine
way by the same divine life. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 2, “A General Sketch of the
New Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church, Part 1—the Gospels
and Acts,” pp. 177-178)

Today’s Reading

After the Lord Jesus died, resurrected, and ascended, He continued
to live, act, walk, and work on this earth in thousands of people because
He imparted Himself into them through His death and resurrection. By
His death, resurrection, and ascension, He made a mass reproduction of
Himself...Originally, He was one grain, but now He became many grains, a
mass duplication, a mass reproduction (John 12:24). Every one of us is also a
part of this mass reproduction.

In brief, in the four Gospels, there is the printing plate, and in Acts we
find the duplication, the reproduction. Therefore, the book of Acts contains
the acts of Christ, not Christ acting in Himself alone but acting in His
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reproduction and duplication, which is the church, the Body of the universal
man. This universal man is the fullness of Christ (Eph. 1:23); therefore, it is a
part of Christ, even Christ Himself.

From the first time that [Saul] met the Lord, he received the vision of
the Body. He saw the vision that all those who believe in Jesus are a part of
Jesus. Therefore, to persecute them is to persecute Jesus, because they are
one with Jesus and He is living in them. In this way, Saul of Tarsus received
the revelation that the Body of Christ, including all His members, is Christ
Himself (1 Cor. 12:12).

For someone to hit a part of my body is to hit my body, and to hit my body
is to hit me. While Saul was persecuting so many believers, he never realized
that he was persecuting Jesus. But when the Lord came to him, He pointed
out that Saul was persecuting the Lord Himself, because it was He who was
moving, living, and acting in all those believers.

From the first day that Saul met the Lord Jesus, he was enlightened to
know the Body, that the Body is one with the Head, and that whatever the
Lord does must be through His Body. The Lord did not call him in detail
in a personal and direct way. Rather, the Lord told him to go to one of the
members of His Body. It was through that member of the Body that the Lord’s
calling was made known to Saul in detail. Saul was called in such a way that
he was made to know the church as the Body.

Many times we need the members of the Body to interpret the significance
of the Lord’s calling. This shows us that the Head Himself lives, works,
and moves in the members of the Body. In this way the work or acts of the
believers, the church, are actually the acts of Christ Himself. The members
of Christ live and act not by themselves but by another One, by Christ as
the Spirit. They take Christ as the Spirit to be their life, strength, power, and
everything, and they live by Him. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 2, “A General Sketch of
the New Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church, Part 1—the Gospels
and Acts,” pp. 178-180, 182)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “Crystallization-study of Song
of Songs,” ch. 12
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WEEK 7 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Acts 5:20 Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the
words of this life.

6:4 But we will continue steadfastly in prayer and in the ministry of the
word.

Col. 3:1-2 If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
Set your mind on the things which are above...

The divine life preached, ministered, and lived by Peter...overcame the
Jewish leaders’ persecution, threatening, and imprisonment. [Acts 5:20]
indicates that Peter’s life and work made the divine life so real and present
in his situation that even the angel saw it and pointed it out. (Acts 5:20,
footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

Persevering in prayer has many benefits...When we set our mind on
things above by praying, we will not pray for trivial matters. Instead, our
prayer will be occupied with Christ’s heavenly intercession, ministry, and
administration. Because Christ is interceding for the churches around the
world, we also pray for the churches...Our responsibility is to seek first the
kingdom of God and God'’s righteousness. Since the Father knows our need,
He will take care of us and meet our need. When we set our mind on the
things above during our times of prayer, we become a reflection of Christ’s
ministry in the heavens. Through our prayer Christ, the Head, is given a way
to carry out His administration through His Body. When we pray, we are a
heavenly ambassador on earth with the extension of God’s kingdom.

Prayer is the way to come forward to the throne of grace [cf. Heb. 4:16].
Coming forward to the throne of grace, we receive mercy and grace to meet
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our timely need. When we pray, approaching the throne of grace, mercy and
grace will become a river flowing in us and supplying us. How rewarding
this is! Another benefit of praying is related to fellowship with the Lord. We
all love the Lord’s presence and anointing, and we all love to have fellowship
with Him...When we pray, we enter into fellowship with the Lord and become
conscious of the fact that we are truly one spirit with Him and that He is
actually one spirit with us. The more we pray, the more we experience being
one with the Lord, and the more we enjoy His presence and have fellowship
with Him. What a marvelous reward! It is always difficult at first to have a
proper prayer life. But if you practice this for a long period of time, it will get
easier and easier, for you will realize the rewards of praying.

For a normal Christian walk we need to set our mind on things above,
have the renewing of the new man, have the peace of Christ arbitrating in us,
and allow the word of Christ to inhabit us...Prayer ushers us into the reality
of these four things and keeps us in this reality. (Life-study of Colossians, pp.
571-572)

Psalm 68:27 [mentions] the princes of Zebulun. Dwelling at the shore of
the sea (Galilee) for a haven of ships (Gen. 49:13), Zebulun typifies Christ
as the “shore” of the evangelists for the transportation and spreading in the
preaching of God’s gospel...On the day of Pentecost, at least one hundred
and twenty gospel “ships,” all of whom were Galileans, set out to spread the
gospel.

Psalm 68:27 [also] speaks of the princes of Naphtali. Naphtali typifies
Christ as the One who is released from death in resurrection, signified by the
“hind of the dawn” (Psa. 22, title; S. S. 2:8-9), and gives goodly words for the
preaching of His gospel (Matt. 28:18-20). In resurrection Christ came to His
disciples and charged them to disciple the nations.

People of both Zebulun and Naphtali were men of Galilee (Matt. 4:12-17;
Acts 1:11), from whom the gospel of Christ has been spread, preached, and
propagated. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 334)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msg. 65; Life-study of the
Psalms, msgs. 27—28; CWWL, 1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,” ch. 22
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WEEK 7 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Acts 13:33-34 ...God has fully fulfilled this promise...in raising up Jesus,
as it is also written..., “You are My Son; this day have | begotten You.”...”l
will give you the holy things of David...”

Isa. 55:3 ... will make an eternal covenant with you, even the sure
mercies shown to David.

Literally, the Greek words rendered “the holy things of David, the faithful
things” [in Acts 13:34] are “the holy things” (Gk. hosios, plural). The same
word (hosios) is used for Holy One in the next verse, but in the singular.
However, it is not the regular word for holy, which is hagios. Hosios is a Greek
equivalent of the Hebrew word chesed, which is translated “mercies” in
[saiah 55:3, 2 Chronicles 6:42, and Psalm 89:1...in the King James Version...
This Holy One [v. 19] is Christ, the Son of David, in whom God’s mercies are
centered and conveyed. Hence, the holy things of David, the faithful things
refers to the resurrected Christ. (Life-study of Acts, p. 316)

Today’s Reading

Paul’s thought in Acts 13:33 and 34 is very deep. The resurrected Christ, who
is God’s firstborn Son brought forth through His second birth, His resurrection, is
the holy things of David, the faithful things. In verse 34 the word faithful means
“trustworthy.” The resurrected Christ is the holy and trustworthy things God
gives to us. Here Paul indicated that the resurrected Christ is not only our Savior
bringing us God’s salvation, and He is not only the firstborn Son of God. This
resurrected One is also the holy and faithful things as a gift given to us by God.

What are these holy and trustworthy things? They are all the aspects of what
Christ is. According to the New Testament, Christ is life, light, grace, righteousness,
holiness, sanctification, and justification. He is also the bread of life and the living
water. Furthermore, the holy and trustworthy things include all the aspects of
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Christ unveiled in 1 Corinthians: power, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification,
redemption, glory, the depths of God, the unique foundation of God’s building, the
Passover, the unleavened bread, the spiritual food, the spiritual drink, the spiritual
rock, the Head, the Body, the firstfruits, the second man, and the last Adam. We
see many more aspects of Christ in the Gospel of John, such as the Shepherd and
the pasture. Oh, how much Christ is to us as the holy and trustworthy things!

In the Old Testament the holy things of David, the faithful things, are
regarded as mercies. Isaiah 55:3 speaks of “the sure mercies shown to
David.” Second Chronicles 6:42 mentions “the mercies of David Thy servant”
(KJV), and Psalm 89:1 says, “I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever”
(KJV). Do you know what mercy is? Mercy implies both love and grace,
but it reaches further than love...All the holy and faithful things are Christ
Himself as mercies to us. Life is a mercy, and light is also a mercy. Likewise,
righteousness, holiness, justification, and sanctification are mercies. In John
10 we have the door, the pasture, and the Shepherd, all of which are mercies...
If you took the time to count them, you would have a long list of mercies.

A husband’s love for his wife and the wife’s submission to her husband
are Christ as mercies to us. If, in Christ, I love my wife, this surely is a mercy.
My love for her is Christ Himself as a mercy to me. In a similar way, if a sister,
in Christ, submits to her husband, that also is a mercy. Her submission is
Christ Himself as a mercy to her.

I can testify that my speaking the word of God year after year is certainly
a mercy. What a mercy that [ can speak the word inexhaustibly...My speaking
the word is Christ as a mercy to me. This is not a matter of my ability or gift.
It is altogether a matter of mercy.

Not only is it a mercy for me to speak the word of God, but even the dear
Savior is my speaking. My speaking is Christ, and to me this speaking Christ
is a mercy. (Life-study of Acts, pp. 316-318)

Further Reading: Life-study of Acts, msgs. 9, 14,37—38,71—72
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WEEK 7 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Acts 1:13-14 And when they entered, they went up to the upper room
where they were residing...These all continued steadfastly with one accord
In prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with His brothers.

Acts 1 speaks of the upper room in Jerusalem. In this upper room a group
of about a hundred and twenty prayed for ten days in one accord. They
not only prayed, but they also consecrated themselves to the Lord, offering
themselves to Him in a very real and practical way.

Three and a half years earlier, the Lord Jesus came to Peter by the
seashore, and Peter offered himself to Him. Peter left his job and began to
follow the Lord (Matt. 4:18-20). We may say that Peter consecrated himself
to the Lord. However, Peter’s experience in the upper room was something
else. Here Peter had a new kind of consecration, not an ordinary consecration
but something specific. At the seashore Peter gave up his job..., but in the
upper room he gave up much more.

Peter was in the upper room at the risk of his life...Jerusalem was a
threatening place to [those] in the upper room, yet they were willing to risk
their lives to be there. (CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “The Heavenly Vision,” pp. 209-
210)

Today’s Reading

During those ten days in the upper room, everything was dedicated in a
practical way and was dedicated at any cost—at the cost of their forefathers’
religion, at the cost of their country, at the cost of their relationships with
neighbors and friends, at the cost of their relatives and families, and at the
cost of their lives...Their whole being was held by this heavenly vision; and
they were beside themselves with this heavenly vision. This is the kind of
consecration we need today.
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[In Revelation 3:18] the Lord counsels us not to pray nor to ask nor to
receive nor to take by faith; He counsels us to buy...Pay the price to buy the
eyesalve, and you will see the vision. I encourage you to pray, saying, “Lord
Jesus, by Your mercy [ will buy the eyesalve. By Your mercy [ am willing
to pay the price to be in the upper room.” If you say this to the Lord, the
heavens will be opened, the scales will fall from your eyes, and you will see
the heavenly vision.

If you pay the price for the heavenly vision, you will “burn the bridges” behind
you and will have no way to go backward...Even if you wanted to go back, the
people would not accept you. To take the way of the Lord’s recovery is not cheap.
This way is expensive; it requires a costly consecration. To take this way will be
at the cost of the religion of your fathers and of your country, at the cost of your
relationships with your neighbors and of your relatives, and at the cost of your
own life. The recovery can be realized, carried out, only by the experience of
the consecration in the upper room. This is not an ordinary consecration; it is
a special consecration, a specific consecration, an extraordinary consecration.
What happened to those one hundred and twenty who were in the upper room
in Acts 1?7 They all became a burnt offering. They were burning, and they burned
others. We also need to be burned, and then we will burn others.

When the Lord Jesus was on earth, great crowds followed Him...
Eventually, however, there were only about one hundred and twenty in
the upper room...The Lord’s move was with those in the upper room, with
those whose eyes had been opened and whose hearts had been touched.
This small number came into the upper room to be burned, and then they
turned the whole world upside down...It is a small number who will turn the
world upside down and change the age. If you would be in the upper room,
you need to pray in a specific way and say, “Lord, | am willing to be in the
upper room for the recovery of Your testimony.” (CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “The
Heavenly Vision,” pp. 211-214)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “The Heavenly Vision,” ch. 6; CWWL,
1980, vol. 2, “The Completing Ministry of Paul,” ch. 11; CWWL, 1957, vol. 3,
“Men Who Turn the Age,” ch. 3
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WEEK 7 — HYMN

O how nigh the Lord is unto all who call on Him

1083

Praise of the Lord — His Name
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breathe inprayer, call - ing ev - erywhere, “O Lord Je - sus!” O what a name!

2. Call upon the name of Jesus, and you will be saved,
O Lord Jesus, hallelujah, nevermore enslaved!
We may take salvation’s cup by calling on the Lord,;
Salvation from a host of things does His dear name afford.

3. To the Lord, the Jew, the Greek and everyone’s the same;
He is rich unto all men that call upon His name.
O Lord Jesus, what a joy to call and really live;
When breathing in Thy name, what pleasure Thou
to us dost give.
4. In the God of our salvation we may take delight,
Calling on His name at all times, though in bliss or blight.
I will call upon His name as long as I shall live,
Because He has inclined His ear, and grace so full does give.
5. We will call upon the Lord, who’s worthy of our praise;
Thus our grateful hearts in worship we to Him may raise.
We are those who call upon His name in every place
With all the saints who from a pure heart call and taste His grace.




FLtAHS

Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:

H
3
=




	第七周 Week Seven
	纲要 Outline
	晨兴喂养 Morning Nourishment
	周一 Day 1
	周二 Day 2
	周三 Day 3
	周四 Day 4
	周五 Day 5
	周六 Day 6

	诗歌 Hymn


