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Week Six
Grace in Acts

Hymns: 497

Scripture Reading: John 1:14, 16-17; Acts 4:33; 11:23; 13:43; 14:3,
26; 15:11, 40; 20:32

§ Day 1

I. We need to know, experience, and enjoy the grace of God—
Eph. 2:7; 1 Cor. 15:10:

A.The grace of God is a matter of tremendous significance.

B. According to the New Testament, grace is actually what God is to us for
our enjoyment—John 1:16-17; 2 Cor. 12:9.

C. The New Testament reveals that grace is mainly not the work God does
for us; grace is the Triune God Himself dispensed into our being and
experienced as our enjoyment.

D.Grace came through Jesus Christ (John 1:17); this indicates that grace is a
person.

E. The personification of grace is God Himself; Paul realized this when he
said, “Not I but the grace of God which is with me”"—1 Cor. 15:10.

F. When God is enjoyed by us, that is grace.

G.Grace is God in His Son Jesus Christ to be our portion so that we may
enjoy all that He is.
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H.Grace is not merely Christ Himself; it is also Christ moving, Christ

working, Christ reigning, Christ convincing, Christ subduing, Christ saving,
and Christ uplifting.

. There are different aspects of grace:

1. Great grace—Acts 4:33.

2.Visible grace—11:23.

3. Grace saving us—Eph. 2:5; Titus 2:11; 2 Tim. 1:9.
4. Grace empowering us—2:1.

5. Grace imparted—Gal. 2:9.

6. The real grace—John 1:14, 16-17.

7.Commended to the grace of God—Acts 14:26.

8. Grace to function—Eph. 3:8.

9. Grace for timely help—Heb. 4:16.

10. Abounding, reigning grace—Rom. 5:2, 15, 20-21.
11. Justified by His grace—3:24.

12. How to receive grace—Lam. 3:55.

13. Gifts according to the grace—Rom. 12:6.

14. Sufficient grace—2 Cor. 12:9.

15. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ—13:14.

16. Grace with our spirit—Gal. 6:18; 1 Cor. 16:23; 2 Tim. 4:22.

17. “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen”"—Rev. 22:21.

§ Day 2

J. As believers in Christ, we need to experience the grace of the Lord as
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revealed in the New Testament:

1. Having faith and love through the Lord's superabounding grace—1 Tim. 1:14.
2. Having obtained access into and standing in God's abounding grace—Rom. 5:2a.
3. Enjoying eternal comfort and good hope in grace—2 Thes. 2:16.

4. Coming forward with boldness to the throne of grace to find grace for timely
help—Heb. 4:16.

5.Receiving God's abounding supply of all grace—2 Cor. 9:8.

6. Constantly enjoying God's multiplying grace—1 Pet. 1:2b; 2 Pet. 1:2; Rev.
22:21.

7. Enjoying God's greater grace by being humble—]James 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5.
§ Day 3

8.Experiencing the perfecting of the Lord's sufficient grace, Christ's

overshadowing power, in our weakness—2 Cor. 12:9.

9. Being perfected, established, strengthened, and grounded by God's all grace
after having suffered—1 Pet. 5:10.

10. Carrying out the stewardship of the grace of God entrusted by Him—
dispensing to people the riches of Christ as the grace of God—Eph. 3:2, 8.

11.In our living, speaking words for building up and thus giving grace to
people—4:28-209.

12.Reigning in life by receiving the abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness—grace reigning unto eternal life—Rom. 5:17b, 21b.

13. All the believers having grace upon them and the church being built up; the
grace received by the believers being visible—Acts 4:33; 11:23.

§ Day 4
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II. We need to see grace in Acts—4:33; 11:23; 13:43; 14:3, 26;

15:11,40; 20:32:

A.“With great power the apostles gave testimony of the resurrection of the

Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all”—4:33:
1. We appreciate the phrase great grace was upon them all.

2.This happened at the time of Pentecost; thousands of people were being
brought to the Lord—2:41; 4:4.

3. This was a situation in which people could realize that great grace was upon
the believers.

4. This grace was nothing less than the living Jesus moving, convincing,
subduing, releasing, uplifting, and transcending.

5.“He [Barnabas] arrived and saw the grace of God”"—11:23a.

6. When he saw the grace, he “rejoiced and encouraged them all to remain with
the Lord with purpose of heart”—v. 23b.

7. The grace that was seen by Barnabas must have been the Triune God received
and enjoyed by the believers and expressed in their salvation, change in life,
holy living, and the gifts they exercised in their meetings, all of which could
be seen by others.

B.“Paul and Barnabas ... spoke to them and urged them to continue in the
grace of God"—13:43:

1. To continue in the grace implies that we have already received this grace.

2. Having received the grace of God, we now need to continue in it:

a. Actually, the believers received the holy and faithful things in verse 34.
b.Then these holy and faithful things became the grace of God in verse 43.
c. Hence, the grace of God is compounded of all the holy and faithful things.
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§ Day 5
C. “They spent a considerable amount of time speaking with boldness in the
Lord, who testified to the word of His grace”—14:3:
1. We need to see the significance of the expression the word of His grace in verse 3.

2. The phrase the word of His grace denotes certain dispensational points; the
word of the Lord's grace replaces the law.

3. This phrase is a strong indication of a change of dispensation, of a change of
God's arrangement in His economy.

D.“They had been commended to the grace of God for the work which they
fulfilled”—v. 26:

1. Grace is the Triune God becoming life and everything to us.

2. The grace that motivated Paul and operated in him was a living person, the
resurrected Christ, the embodiment of God the Father who became the all-
inclusive life-giving Spirit, who dwelt in him as his everything—1 Cor. 15:10.

E. “We believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus we are saved in the
same way also as they are”—Acts 15:11:

1. This grace comprises the Lord's person and His redemptive work—Gal. 2:21;
Rom. 3:24.

2. Peter and the Jewish believers were saved by this grace, not by keeping the
law of Moses.

§ Day 6

F. “Paul chose Silas and went out, having been commended to the grace of
the Lord by the brothers”—Acts 15:40:

1. Paul was commended to the grace of the Lord.

2. The fact that Paul was commended to the grace of the Lord by the brothers
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WEEK 6 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:7 That He might display in the ages to come the surpassing riches
of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

1 Cor. 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what | am; and His grace
unto me did not turn out to be in vain, but, on the contrary, I labored
more abundantly than all of them, yet not | but the grace of God which is
with me.

The grace of God is a matter of tremendous significance. According to
the New Testament, grace is actually what God is to us for our enjoyment
(John 1:16-17; 2 Cor. 12:9)...Grace is mainly not the work God does for us;
grace is the Triune God Himself dispensed into our being and experienced
as our enjoyment. In brief, grace is the Triune God experienced and enjoyed
by us.

John 1:17 says that grace came through Jesus Christ...The personification
of grace is God Himself. Paul realized this when he said, “Not [, but the grace
of God which is with me” (1 Cor. 15:10). For Paul, grace was a living person.
In Paul this person became the very grace by which he labored...When God
is enjoyed by us, that is grace. Grace is the very God in His Son Jesus Christ
to be our portion so that we may enjoy all He is. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 102)

Today’s Reading

Romans 5:17 says that we can reign in life by grace. In these days we are
speaking about being a God-man, about becoming God in life and in nature
but not in the Godhead. To reign is to be God...There is only one King. But we
as the children of this one King can also reign in His life. Since we reign as
God does, by reigning in life we become the very God in life and in nature but
not in the Godhead.
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To reign is to conquer, subdue, and rule over Satan, the world, sin, the
flesh, ourselves, and all the environmental circumstances. In Romans 8 Paul
says this: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” (v. 35). Then he
says, “We more than conquer through Him who loved us” (v. 37). Nothing can
separate us from the love of Christ, because we are more than conquerors
over all the troubles in our environment.

The main word that comes out of young children is “No!” How can we be
kings when we cannot rule our children in the divine life? We believers who
are parents must exercise ourselves to learn how to be kings in ruling our
children. We must have grace to rule our children. We also have to rule over
the sin within us, to rule over Satan, and to rule over the world. We should
not let the world’s fashion conquer us. Instead, we should conquer all things
and reign in life by grace.

In 2 Corinthians 12:9 we see the sufficient grace of Christ to the apostle
Paul as the power of Christ that was perfected in weakness and that
overshadowed the apostle. God gave the apostle Paul many high revelations,
so God was concerned for him that he might be proud in receiving these
many revelations. God had even brought him to the third heaven and to
Paradise to hear unspeakable words, which it was not allowed for a man to
speak (vv. 2-4). So God gave him a thorn, which was a messenger of Satan,
an evil spirit, to buffet him all the time (v. 7). Paul prayed three times for the
thorn to be removed, but the Lord would not remove it. Instead, He told Paul,
“My grace is sufficient for you” (vv. 8-9). No one could bear such a thorn,
but the Lord’s grace could. This all-sufficient grace became the power to
sustain and support Paul. It also overshadowed him, tabernacled over him,
to protect and cover him. Thus, the all-sufficient grace does two things. First,
it supports, sustains, and strengthens us positively; this is offensive. Second,
it covers and protects us; this is defensive. This all-sufficient grace is Christ,
and Christ is the processed, consummated Triune God to be the Spirit. Christ
as the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). (CWWL, 1994-
1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 406-
407, 419-420)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 10
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WEEK 6 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 1:14 And the grace of our Lord superabounded with faith and love
in Christ Jesus.

2 Cor. 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound unto you, that, in
everything always having all sufficiency, you may abound unto every good work.

Grace is Christ. All the spiritual experiences of a Christian should be
experiences of Christ as grace. In our experience of the grace in God’s
economy, first, we have faith and love through the Lord’s superabounding
grace (1 Tim. 1:14)...Faith and love are products of the Lord’s grace. Through
faith we receive the Lord, and through love we enjoy the Lord whom we
have received. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in His
Economy,” p. 310)

Today’s Reading

When the Lord as the One of peerless worth appears to us, we simply
cannot run away from Him. The Lord is too wonderful. He is so beautiful
and sweet; He is incomparable...]. N. Darby...lived to be eighty years old and
remained single his whole life. At the age of eighty, one day during his travels
he was staying in a hotel alone. In his loneliness he had such a sweet feeling
within that he knelt down and prayed, “O Lord Jesus, I still love You."...Such
a word coming from an old man proves how sweet the Lord Jesus is...This is
the Lord Himself as grace coming into us to become our faith and love.

The believers’ experience of the grace in God’s economy enables them
to obtain access into and stand in God’s grace (Rom. 5:2a). Today we are
not under the law but under the grace in God’s economy. This grace is God
Himself...Some people say that they lean upon Jesus. This is wrong. If you fly
from Taipei to the United States by leaning upon the airplane, this leaning
is not dependable. You do not lean upon the airplane, but you enter into the
airplane. You are resting while the airplane is flying; you enjoy the restfulness
of flying. Noah was saved by entering into the ark, not by leaning upon the
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ark. Today we are standing in grace. This grace is Christ, the pneumatic
Christ, the life-giving Spirit.

In this grace we enjoy God’s eternal comfort and good hope (2 Thes. 2:16).
God’s comfort is not temporary and transitory comfort but eternal comfort.
This eternal comfort is the eternal life...This comfort is sufficient for any kind
of environment and situation. Furthermore, we enjoy good hope in grace.
This means that at the Lord’s coming, we will enter into His glory.

Furthermore, in their experience of the grace in God’s economy, the
believers come forward with boldness to the throne of grace to find grace
for timely help (Heb. 4:16). The very Christ who is sitting on the throne in
heaven is also now in our spirit, where the habitation of God is (Eph. 2:22).
Since today our spirit is the place of God’s habitation, whenever we turn to
our spirit, we touch the throne in heaven, and this throne is the throne of
grace to us. When we come forward to the throne of grace, we receive Christ
as grace for our timely help.

In their experience of the grace in God’s economy, the believers also
receive God’s abounding supply of all grace [2 Cor. 9:8]...Today we have God
abundantly supplying us with all grace.

We are constantly enjoying God’s multiplying grace (1 Pet. 1:2b; 2 Pet.
1:2; Rev. 22:21). Peter speaks of this multiplying grace in his first and
second Epistles. This grace is not dead but living and multiplying; it is being
multiplied to us day by day.

The believers also enjoy God’s greater grace by being humble (James
4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5). Grace has a measure. The Lord Himself is without measure,
but our experience of Him has a measure. When we are humble and broad-
minded, the grace in us is greater. When we are proud and narrow-minded,
the grace in us is smaller. The measure of our enjoyment of God’s grace
depends on us. If we are broad, the grace is greater; if we are narrow, the
grace is smaller. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in His
Economy,” pp. 310-313)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the
Epistle to the Romans,” msgs. 19—24
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WEEK 6 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:2 If indeed you have heard of the stewardship of the grace of God
which was given to me for you.

4:29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but only that
which is good for building up, according to the need, that it may give grace
to those who hear.

The believers’ experience of the grace in God’s economy is the experience
of the perfecting of the Lord’s sufficient grace, Christ’s overshadowing
power, in our weakness (2 Cor. 12:9)...When a person is weak and cannot do
anything, the Lord comes to do everything for him. When someone is strong,
he does not need others. Would you rather be strong or weak?...When you
are strong, the Lord has no ground and cannot do anything for you; hence,
you cannot enjoy rest. When you are weak, the Lord has the ground and can
do things for you right away. When the Lord does everything for you, you
enjoy the Lord as your rest. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace
of God in His Economy,” p. 313)

Today’s Reading

Our experience of the grace in God’s economy is that after we have
suffered, we are perfected, established, strengthened, and grounded by God'’s
all grace (1 Pet. 5:10).

In our experience of the grace in God’s economy, we carry out the
stewardship of the grace of God entrusted by Him—dispensing the riches
of Christ as the grace of God to His chosen people for the producing and
building up of the church (Eph. 3:2, 8).

Not only the apostles as stewards dispensed grace into people, but
we also, in our living, should speak words for building up and thus give
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grace to people [cf. Eph. 4:29]...In verse 28 Paul says that we should labor,
working with our own hands in that which is respectable, that we may have
something to share with him who has need. As Christians, we should have
something in our living, both materially and spiritually, to minister to others.

We reign in life by receiving the abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness. This is grace reigning in life unto eternal life (Rom. 5:17b,
21b). The life we have received does not merely save us from a few things;
rather, it enthrones us as kings to reign over all things. We have received
righteousness objectively, but we still need to continually receive the
abundance of grace so that we can reign in life subjectively...We can reign in
life so that everything is controlled by us instead of everything directing us.
This is to overcome. This is grace reigning unto eternal life.

In the church life, when all the believers have grace upon them, the church
will be built up...A person who has seen grace knows Christ and has nothing
to argue about with others...How do we stand in grace? Practically, it means
that we come back to our spirit...When we return to our spirit, we stand in
grace. Regardless of how much others criticize you, judge you, or dispute
with you, never open your mouth and never reason. Instead, learn to return
to your spirit. Once you begin to reason, you will begin to debate; if you keep
arguing, you will end up murmuring. Do not reason or murmur; do not stay
in your mind or in your emotion but be in spirit. When you are in spirit, you
are in Christ; that is to stand in grace. Sometimes when you pray-read a verse
or sing a hymn, the Lord’s word will bring you into the grace in Christ. You
may be full of reasonings and murmurings, but when you turn back to your
spirit, you stand in grace. As a result, what comes out of your mouth is grace.
In His economy God does not require you to do anything. What God wants in
His economy is for Christ, the embodiment of the Triune God, to become the
embodied grace to you. He lives in us, and we live in Him as grace. In this way
God can obtain His organism. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace
of God in His Economy,” pp. 314-316)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1932-1949, vol. 4, “Crucial Truths in the Holy
Scriptures, volume 4,” ch. 40
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WEEK 6 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles gave testimony of the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.

11:23...When [Barnabas] arrived and saw the grace of God, [he] rejoiced
and encouraged them all to remain with the Lord with purpose of heart.

We must admit that in our daily life we do not minister much grace to
others in our speaking. We must learn not to speak wasted words. Instead,
every word should minister the grace of God as a part of the entire salvation
of God [cf. Eph. 4:29].

First Peter 5:5 says, “God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
We must learn to be humble and not proud. If we are proud, God will reject
us. If we are humble, God will give us grace. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1,
“Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 428, 459)

Grace is the Triune God becoming life and everything to us. The grace that
was seen by Barnabas must have been the Triune God received and enjoyed by
the believers and expressed in their salvation, change in life, holy living, and
the gifts they exercised in their meetings, all of which could be seen by others.
Barnabas encouraged the believers “to remain with the Lord with purpose of
heart” [Acts 11:23]. To remain is to be persistently faithful to the Lord, cleave
to Him, and live in close fellowship with Him. (Life-study of Acts, p. 271)

Today’s Reading

It is not just one individual alone who receives grace, but all the believers
receive great grace (Acts 4:33)...We have been crucified with Christ; now
Christ is in us not only to be our life and life supply but also to be our
person. Christ and we live together; two lives have one living, two natures
are mingled into one nature, and two spirits become one spirit. Such a
living is the organism for the processed and consummated Triune God to
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live among us organically for His expression. This is God’s intention in His
economy. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in His
Economy,” p. 316)

[Acts 13:43] says [that] “...many of the Jews and the devout proselytes
followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them to continue
in the grace of God.” As in 2:10, the devout proselytes were Gentiles who were
converted to Judaism (6:5). The grace of God, in which the Jews and devout
proselytes who followed Paul and Barnabas were exhorted to continue, is
the Triune God received and enjoyed by the believers and expressed in their
salvation, change in life, and holy living.

We need to pay particular attention to the word grace in 13:43. We even
need to analyze this grace...The grace in 13:43 is a compound formed of a
number of elements. This grace is compounded of all the holy and faithful
things. In verse 34 we have the resurrected Christ as the holy and faithful
things. According to both the promise and prophecy of the Old Testament,
these holy and faithful things are mercies...These mercies are different
aspects of what Christ is. In verse 43 the expression is changed from the holy
things of David, the faithful things to grace. God has given us the resurrected
Christ as the holy and faithful things, and we have believed in Him and have
received all these holy and faithful things. But what do we experience in
our daily life? We experience the compound, all-inclusive grace, which is
the processed Triune God, the very God who went through the processes of
incarnation, human living, crucifixion, and resurrection. This is the reason
Paul urged the believers to continue in the grace of God.

To continue in the grace implies that we have already received this grace.
Having received the grace of God, we now need to continue in it. Actually, the
believers received the holy and faithful things spoken of in verse 34. Then
these holy and faithful things became the grace of God in verse 43. Hence, the
grace of God is compounded of all the holy and faithful things. (Life-study of
Acts, p. 321)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in
His Economy,” ch. 2
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WEEK 6 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Acts 14:3 Therefore they spent a considerable amount of time speaking
with boldness in the Lord, who testified to the word of His grace...

26 And from there they sailed away to Antioch, where they had been
commended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled.

This grace [mentioned in Acts 14:26] is the resurrected Christ
becoming the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45) to bring the processed
Triune God in resurrection into us to be our life and life supply that we
may live in resurrection. Thus, grace is the Triune God becoming life and
everything to us. It was by this grace that Saul of Tarsus, the foremost of
sinners (1 Tim. 1:15-16), became the foremost apostle, laboring more
abundantly than all the apostles (1 Cor. 15:10). His ministry and living
by this grace were an undeniable testimony to Christ’s resurrection. The
grace that motivated him and operated in him...was a living person, the
resurrected Christ, the embodiment of God the Father who became the
all-inclusive life-giving Spirit, who dwelt in the apostle as his everything.
(Life-study of Acts, p. 340)

Today’s Reading

The phrase the word of His grace [in Acts 14:3] denotes certain
dispensational points. In the synagogues the Jewish people did not read the
Old Testament in order to know the word of the Lord’s grace. Rather, they
read the Scriptures in order to know the word of God’s law, a word belonging
to the old dispensation, to the former divine arrangement of God’s economy.
But the word of the Lord’s grace replaces the law...Paul preached Christ as
grace to them. [The apostles] edified the new believers by testifying the word
of life and the word of the Lord’s grace. The word testified in verse 3 implies
that the word of grace already existed and that it had already been preached.
Because the word of grace had been preached, testimony was borne to it.
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Instead of finding the word of grace, the Jewish people paid attention
to the word of the law with all the commandments. What they had was the
word of God’s law, not the word of the Lord’s grace. Nevertheless, the word of
the Lord’s grace existed already in the Old Testament. This made it possible
for the apostles to testify concerning it.

Let us consider some examples of the word of the Lord’s grace found in
the Old Testament. Consider Genesis 3:15: “I will put enmity / Between you
and the woman / And between your seed and her seed; / He will bruise you
on the head, / But you will bruise him on the heel.” Here we see that the seed
of the woman will bruise the serpent’s head. Is this not a word of the Lord’s
grace? Certainly it is. After Adam and Eve had eaten of the fruit of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, they tried to hide from God. The voice of the
Lord sounded out to Adam and said, “Where are you?” (v. 9). Adam and Eve
were frightened, perhaps thinking that God would sentence them to death.
But instead of speaking a word of condemnation or judgment, the Lord
spoke a word of grace. In Genesis 3:15 He condemned the serpent and gave
Adam and Eve a word of grace. Adam and Eve must have been very happy
when they heard the Lord’s word in Genesis 3:15. They must have hated
the serpent, and now the Lord was telling them that the seed of the woman
would bruise the head of the serpent. This surely is a word of grace.

“Behold, the virgin will conceive and will bear a son, and she will call his
name Immanuel” [Isa. 7:14]. This is a word of grace.

For generations the Jews read the Old Testament in the synagogues. But
what they heard was the word of God’s commandment, not the word of the
Lord’s grace. However, when the Lord Jesus proclaimed the New Testament
jubilee in Luke 4, He selected a word of grace from the book of Isaiah.

We need to see the significance of the expression the word of His grace in
Acts 14:3. This phrase is a strong indication of a change of dispensation, of
a change of God’s arrangement in His economy. (Life-study of Acts, pp. 326-
329)

Further Reading: Life-study of Acts, msgs. 17, 33, 38—40, 43, 55; CWWN,
vol. 28, “The Gospel of God (1),” ch. 3
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WEEK 6 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Acts 15:40 But Paul chose Silas and went out, having been commended
to the grace of the Lord by the brothers.

20:32 And now | commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which
Is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those
who have been sanctified.

[Paul and Silas were] commended to the grace of the Lord by the brothers
[Acts 15:40]...This was the start of Paul’s second ministry journey, which
ended in 18:22.

[In Acts 20:32] Paul committed the believers to God and to the word of
His grace. Grace is the Triune God received and enjoyed by the believers. I
believe that during the three years Paul was in Ephesus, he daily spoke the
word of God'’s grace to the saints. (Life-study of Acts, pp. 363, 465)

Today’s Reading

We can testify that, by the Lord’s mercy, the word of God’s grace can be
found in the Life-study messages...I would encourage the young people to
take the time over the next several years to become constituted of all the
Life-study messages. Even those who are much older still have the time to
be constituted of these messages and then have years to serve the Lord by
carrying out God’s New Testament economy throughout the earth.

In Acts 20:32 we see the function of the word of God’s grace. First, this
word is able to build up the saints. To build up the saints requires the growth
in the divine life, and the growth in the divine life needs the nourishment
of the divine element and the edification and equipment with the divine
knowledge. All of these can be afforded only by the word of God’s abundant
grace, which is the Triune God Himself who went through all the processes of
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incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension and who
has been given to the saints for their enjoyment.

Second, the word of God'’s grace functions to give us “the inheritance among
all those who have been sanctified.” The divine inheritance is the Triune God
Himself with all He has, all He has done, and all He will do for His redeemed
people. This Triune God is embodied in the all-inclusive Christ (Col. 2:9), who
is the portion allotted to the saints as their inheritance (1:12). The Holy Spirit,
who has been given to the saints, is the foretaste, the pledge, and the guarantee
of this divine inheritance (Rom. 8:23; Eph. 1:14), which we are sharing and
enjoying today as the foretaste in God’s New Testament jubilee, and which we
will share and enjoy in full in the coming age and for eternity (1 Pet. 1:4).

Our eternal inheritance is related to the divine life, which we received
through regeneration and which we are experiencing and enjoying
throughout our entire Christian life. An inheritance is a proper and legal
possession...We do not work for an inheritance; we receive it. On the day
we were regenerated, we were given the right to share an inheritance. This
inheritance includes all the blessings related to eternal life...This inheritance
is legal, proper, and legitimate, for Christ died to purchase it for us, paying
the price of His precious blood. Daily we may participate in and enjoy the
inheritance that is ours today and for eternity.

According to Paul’s word in Acts 20:32, the inheritance is among those
who have been sanctified. To participate in God’s inheritance requires us
to be sanctified, and to be sanctified requires the word of God’s grace. In
John 17:17 the Lord Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is
truth.” To be sanctified (Eph. 5:26; 1 Thes. 5:23) is to be separated from the
world and its usurpation unto God and His purpose, not only positionally
(Matt. 23:17, 19) but also dispositionally (Rom. 6:19, 22). God’s living word
works in the believers to separate them from anything worldly. This is to be
sanctified in God’s word, which is the truth, the reality. (Life-study of Acts,
pp. 465-467)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 3, pp. 99-102
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WEEK 6 — HYMN

Grace in its highest definition is
Experience of Christ — As Grace
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2. God is incarnate in the flesh that we

Him may receive, experience ourself;
This is the grace which we receive of God,

Which comes thru Christ and which is Christ Himself.

. Paul the Apostle counted all as dung,

"Twas only God in Christ he counted grace;
"Tis by this grace—the Lord experienced—
That he surpassed the others in the race.

. It is this grace—Christ as our inward strength—

Which with His all-sufficiency doth fill;
It is this grace which in our spirit is,
There energizing, working out God’s will.

. This grace, which is the living Christ Himself,

Is what we need and must experience;
Lord, may we know this grace and by it live,
Thyself increasingly as grace to sense.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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