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Week Five

Keeping Ourselves in the One Flow of
the Lord’s Work for the Spreading of the Church
and Receiving the Lord’s Mercy
to Be Saved from Satan’s Schemes

Hymns: 909

Scripture Reading: Acts 1:8; 5:20; 6:4, 7; 9:31; 12:24; 19:20
§ Day 1

I. The book of Acts reveals that in the move of the Lord there
is only one divine stream of the Lord's work and that we
need to keep ourselves in this stream:

A.The divine stream, which has been flowing throughout the generations,
is uniquely one; since there is only one divine stream and since the flow
is uniquely one, we need to keep ourselves in this one flow—1 John 1:3;
Rev. 22:1.

B. Where the divine stream flows, we have the life of God, the fellowship of
the Body, the testimony of Jesus, and the work of God—Gen. 2:10-14; Psa.
36:8-9; 46:4a; John 7:37-39; Rev. 22:1.

C. When we give the Lord the preeminence in our entire being, taking Him as
our first love, He becomes the divine stream to us, flowing within us and
out of us as the first works; the first works are works that are motivated
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AW IERMNRE RS, ARS8 by, issue from, and express the Lord as our first love; only works that are
IHE; RAMARMNEZENG IS RS, RiE motivated by the first love are gold, silver, and precious stones—v. 1; 2:4-
A1 5, Z—4~5, H—18, #}ir=9, =12, 5; Col. 1:18; 1 Cor. 2:9; 3:12.

W A ZAGEIRARANLA PINKRIAE, B%PA  D.The flowing of the divine life, which started on the day of Pentecost and
#HR, —HRRINSKR, HTARE—OGKE, A has been flowing throughout all generations to this day, is just one stream

HWO BT, RAZEZAMERAKGS T— for God's goal to build up the church for His corporate expression—Matt.
KT7<18, 24m@WL1~12, 16:18; cf. Ezek. 47:1-12.
[(A_] § Day 2

AN BeARRN KT, FH969, Areh, 1L The basic principle of the church is that it is eternal and
Bal MR LR RY E; B2a09KK universal, so the church must constantly spread on the
B A RET REATIANY E—#—8, earth; the growth of the church and the building up of the
A1, Ju3l: church are based on spreading—Acts 1:8; 8:1; 9:31:

— BAWy R, DREEZAEGH K KT A4  AThe spreading of the church is brought about by the growth in the Lord's
Wat, MAAGTHRAMAN—HE16, 4 life and the flowing out of the Lord's life, the overflow of life—Eph. 4:16;
X 37~39, =42, 46~47, 720, ~4. 7, John 7:37-39; Acts 2:42,46-47; 5:20; 6:4, 7; 12:24; 19:20.
+=24, +7/20.

Z BB AV RN, BROULS—LIL AR, B.When the church begins to spread, erroneous concepts are shattered,
Ak B9 AL ARG — AR T 2 T A regardless of whether the concepts are regional, racial, or mutually
TR, PR AR E—SAT+ = 24, discriminatory; it is through spreading that all our close-mindedness is
m=10~11, eliminated—cf. 1 Cor. 12:24; Col. 3:10-11.

= HEANEZLEMNANL, BavEYE—5 7525 C. Acts 8 shows that the first step in the church's spread was to Samaria
BIBAE (1~25) , F_HREERMMA, 2 (vv. 1-25), and the second step was to Ethiopia, to Africa (vv. 26-39);
FEM (26 ~39) ; LEAKMLAFETHEL this shows that we must preach the gospel to every tribe and tongue and
LIk, &7F. Rk, B, BAZLA people and nation because the church is universal and needs to spread
FHE, BAE2yE (BRLI~10, £9) , (Rev. 5:9-10; 7:9).

[A=] § Day 3
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D.Acts 9 shows God's choosing of Saul (later Paul), which is against the
human concept; our narrow, erroneous human concept needs to be
broken and shattered through the spreading of the church; we must
believe that a person can be persecuting the church one hour and
preaching the gospel the next hour—vv. 10-22.

E.Acts 10 indicates that the Lord's evangelistic move on earth is under
His administration on the throne in heaven and that the gospel needs to
be spread to the four corners of the inhabited earth to collect all kinds
of unclean (sinful) people, cleansing them with the redeeming blood of
Christ and washing them with the renewing Holy Spirit—vv. 11-12, 15,
28; cf. Heb. 8:1; Acts 7:56.

F. Acts 13 reveals that in the church in Antioch, the five prophets and
teachers who were ministering to the Lord were composed of Jews and
Gentiles, each having a different background, education, and status; this
indicates that the church is composed of all races and classes of people
regardless of their background, and that the spiritual gifts and functions
given to the members of the Body of Christ are not based on their natural
status—v. 1; 4:36; Rom. 16:21; Luke 9:7-9; Acts 22:3:

1. Through these five faithful and seeking members of the Body of Christ, the
Lord took a great step to set apart Barnabas and Saul for His work and move
to spread the gospel of His kingdom to the Gentile world.

2.1t was absolutely a move by the Spirit, in the Spirit, and with the Spirit
through the coordination of the faithful and seeking members of the Body of
Christ on the earth with the Head in the heavens—13:1-4a.

G. On the apostle Paul's first trip to spread the gospel, he went to Cyprus and
then to Asia Minor to establish many local churches—v. 4b—14:28; Rev.
1:4.

H.After Paul separated from Barnabas, he went out on his second ministry
journey to Europe (Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, and
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returning through Ephesus back to Antioch)—Acts 15:35-40; 16:6—
18:22.

I. Paul's third journey was from Antioch to Galatia, Phrygia, Ephesus,
Macedonia, and Greece to Jerusalem—v. 23—21:17.

J. Paul's fourth journey was from Caesarea to Rome—27:1—28:31.

§ Day 4

III. We must receive the Lord's mercy to be saved from Satan's
schemes to frustrate the spreading and building up of the
church, and we must keep ourselves in the flow of the age
for the building up of His Body—cf. Heb. 4:16; Lam. 3:22-25:

A.We must be saved from outward and dead ordinances, human opinions,
and the self with its old concepts; whoever receives mercy from the Lord
will be saved in these matters; the degree to which we are saved is the
degree to which the church can be built up—Rom. 5:10; Phil. 1:19-21a;
2:12-16; Acts 15:1-12; Gal. 2:21; 5:1; 2:4.

B.We must learn from the lesson of Peter to be saved from the veils of our
religious traditions and old background so that we may see and live under
the vision of God's eternal economy to hold the truth of the gospel—Acts
10:9-16; Gal. 2:11-14.

C. We must learn from the lesson of Barnabas to be saved from human
opinions and natural relationships—disputes that arise among the co-
workers because of personal relationships are terrible; remember this
welll—Acts 13:13; 15:35-40; Col. 4:10.

D.We must learn from the lesson of Apollos to be saved from a ministry that
lacks a complete revelation of God's New Testament economy and from
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not being fully one with the ministry of the age—Acts 18:24—19:2; 1 Cor.
1:12; 16:10-12.

E.We must learn from the lesson of Paul in Acts 16:6-12; these verses
indicate the problem of workers coming to a place and tending to
become set and settled down, not wanting to move; old relationships, old
affections, old inclinations, and old concepts keep us from following the
inner leading of the indwelling Spirit:

1. The Holy Spirit forbade Paul and his co-workers, and the Spirit of Jesus did
not allow them; the Holy Spirit's forbidding separates us, sanctifies us, and
the Spirit of Jesus either allows us or does not allow us—vv. 6-7.

2. The Holy Spirit says no to sanctify us, and the Spirit of Jesus says go to send
us out in the humanity of Jesus to accomplish the will of God under the
Cross.

F. We must learn from the lesson of Paul to practice the Body life and to take
the word of the Spirit through the members of the Body, obeying it as a
word from the Head—20:23; 21:4, 7-8, 11-14.

§ Day 5

G.We must learn from the mistake of James and the devastating mixture of
the church in Jerusalem—vv. 18-21; Matt. 22:7; 24:1-2:

1.]Jeremiah spoke of the law of life that could be written upon our hearts (Jer.
31:31-34), and Paul spoke of the law of the Spirit of life in our spirit (Rom. 8:2,
4, 6), but James treasured and uplifted the law of letters (Acts 21:20).

2. Paul spoke of being crucified with Christ and being conformed to the death of
Christ by the power of Christ's resurrection; it is this life that produces the Body
life that consummates in the New Jerusalem; self-cultivation does not carry out
God's economy, but self-denial does—Gal. 2:20; Phil. 3:10; Matt. 16:24.
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3 & E LR IRRS LS N H = H 2/ D T HIR R S TEH 3.James boasted that there were myriads of believing Jews in the church

HEEE - BRSO REEE - 5 AEFEBER in Jerusalem who were zealous for the law, but Paul was zealous to gain
BH - NREE - BUSEE ~ IBREAVE - &2 AE Christ, be found in Christ, know Christ, lay hold of Christ, pursue Christ, and
N B SER M A —fE——20 BE=6 ~ 14> uplift Christ for the fullest enjoyment of Christ—Acts 21:20; Phil. 3:6-14;
PE— 18 | Col. 1:18b.

N BMNLRAMERT & EF iR, FREAMLBML  HWe must learn from the lesson of Paul to be saved from the mixing of
KBV EGAFTHAZLGRE, TREIRZ Judaic practices with God's New Testament economy; this mixing is not
BERRy, EARFLRTIEG—H_—18 ~ only erroneous but also abominable in the eyes of God—Acts 21:18-27,
27, 31, 36, k1 29, 31, 36; Heb. 10:29.

o RANL MK T LR TiZ#e9F L5 5] iR, I. We must learn from the lesson of Paul's appealing to Caesar, utilizing his
KA AT BNRE S, KA THHEEak Roman citizenship to save himself from his persecutors so that he might
A, EHE TR RAZ—f = = 25 ~ fulfill the course of his ministry—Acts 22:25-29; 23:10-11; 25:8-12;
29, Z=10~11, —HE8~12, =7 32 26:32:

1 PRZP RE D M - E A 280 TR K 1. Paul was willing to sacrifice his life for the Lord, but he still endeavored
A (R BESE R EAVER SR — - 24 - to live longer so that he might carry out the Lord's ministry as much as
possible—20:24.

2 AR T 22 AU B ERRRE B R M — T 2.God in His sovereignty rescued Paul so that He might separate him from all

AR B o Al SR » R EILERRYZER 5 [t the dangerous situations and entrapments and sent him to a quiet prison; this
WEZBEANT (= 27) sKFEZ S ( —)016 - was to afford him a quiet environment and give him time, whether in Caesarea
23 ~30) > 1SHEZEFIVR AT [E] > R TS (24:27) or in Rome (28:16, 23, 30), that through his last Epistles he might
AL Y2 2 BMEYE T - (EEMRERERY)L release exhaustively to the church throughout the generations the revelation of
BHE - RGN E = - the mystery of God's New Testament economy that he received from the Lord.

3 IRHYE P2 B3R TR LEBERY - fFREER 3. The benefit and profit that the church throughout the generations has received
xR EEME (W=7 11 JFE 1) - from these Epistles will take eternity to measure (see 25:11, footnote 1).

[A7N] § Day 6

B BAVRAF LI R T 9454, A% IV, All of us should follow the pattern of the apostle Paul to do
AR — FK, 1R —F % 69 TAE—Hkar the same one work universally for the unique Body—1 Cor.
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3:12; 15:58; 16:10; Eph. 4:11-16:

A.The work in the Lord's recovery is for the building up of the local
churches unto the building up of the universal Body of Christ—2:21-22; 1
Cor. 16:10.

B.Today there are four kinds of workers:

1. The first kind is the co-workers who match the need of the ministry of God in
the present age; this is a small group of people who have been dealt with by
the Lord and who are in one accord.

2.The second kind is the younger co-workers; they are willing to receive
direction and to come under the coordination of the older co-workers, and
they are willing to follow and to learn in humility.

3. The third kind is those who are unwilling to submit to the senior co-workers
and who do not belong to the denominations, but who are happy to remain in
fellowship with us.

4. The fourth kind is the preachers and free evangelists among the denominations.

C.What we need today are the first and second kind of co-workers;
concerning the third and fourth kind of workers, we can only let them
choose their own pathway; with some people God has not assigned them
to take the same way as we do, and we dare not say anything to them.

D.Whatever the situation may be, we are here to do the work that God has
committed to us; we cannot interfere with others' work, and we are not
here tearing down others' work.
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WEEK 5 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that
you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

Rev. 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its
street.

The Scriptures show us that God comes to us as life as the flowing of living
water. The Scriptures tell us that whoever is thirsty may come to the Lord
and drink the water of life freely (Rev. 22:17) and that in eternity the Lord
will be our Shepherd and will guide us to springs of waters of life (7:17).
The water of life is God Himself as our life. We drink of Him, we enjoy His
pleasures, and we are satisfied with His fatness.

This stream of living water flows out of the throne of God and of the Lamb
(22:1)...[This] means that the life of God flows out of God Himself in the
redeeming Savior, the Lamb, with ruling authority to be life to us now.

Within this stream is the life of God...In the river of living water is growing
the tree of life, yielding its fruit each month (v. 2). This shows that the life
that supplies all our need is something growing in the river of living water.
Thus, it proves to us that the river of living water is the supply of the divine
life. (CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, “The Divine Stream,” p. 170)

Today’s Reading

From this picture of the stream in the Scriptures, we may realize that it is
also a stream of fellowship...In the whole city [of the New Jerusalem] there is
only one street, and in the midst of that street is the stream of living water...It
flows throughout the entire city, and the whole city can have fellowship only
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through or by this stream of living water. This reveals that the fellowship of
the Body of Christ is the stream of divine life...The fellowship of the church...
is the flowing of the divine life. As the stream of the divine life flows within
us, there is the fellowship of the Body among us. This fellowship started
from the day of Pentecost, and from Jerusalem it flowed to Antioch, to Asia,
to Europe, and then to America and throughout the world...We are in this
stream of the fellowship of the Body, and this flowing is ever increasing and
being enriched. The more it flows, the greater and the richer it becomes.

Where this stream flows, there is also the testimony of the Lord Jesus
Christ...If you follow the stream, it will bring you to the place where the Lord
Jesus is. This means that the stream will bring you into contact with the Lord.
In other words, this stream of living water will cause you to know something
of Christ; it will testify to you something of Christ.

[t testifies that there is a Lamb, that within the Lamb is God Himself, and that
this Lamb is on the throne. This is the testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is
the redeeming One; He is the Lamb of God who was slain for our sins. He was
crucified on the cross, shedding His blood for our redemption. After accomplishing
redemption, He was resurrected and exalted to the heavens, to the throne. In the
Lamb on the throne is God Himself. These three items are the summary of the
testimony of the Lord Jesus—the Lamb on the throne with God in Him.

This stream is also the stream of God’s work. Where the stream flows,
there is the work of God. This is clear in the book of Acts, a book that speaks
to us of the work of God...It is a work in the stream of living water. Where the
stream of living water flows, there is the work of God. God works along the
flowing of the stream of the divine life...On the day of Pentecost this stream
of divine life flowed out of God Himself in Christ with ruling power from
the throne...By flowing, God works; by flowing, God preaches His gospel; by
flowing, God brings people to be saved. There is a stream that we could call
the stream, or the current, of the work. Where it flows, there is the work of
God. (CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, “The Divine Stream,” pp. 170-172)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, “The Divine Stream,” pp. 169-181;
CWWN, vol. 4, pp. 296-297, 300-301
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WEEK 5 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon
you, and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

8:1 ...And there occurred in that day a great persecution against the
church which was in Jerusalem; and all were scattered throughout the
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.

After the church was produced at Pentecost, it has been constantly
spreading for the past two thousand years and has spread everywhere...The
church was produced in Jerusalem, but it could not be kept in Jerusalem...
The church is universal, so it must spread.

This spreading is not promoted by human methods, nor is it worked out by
human hands. The spreading of the church is brought about by the growth in
the Lord’s life. On man'’s side, the church cannot grow quickly, and we should
not be greedy for speed. However, on God'’s side, the church must spread. Not
long after the church in Jerusalem was raised up, God caused His children to
be scattered to various places by persecution. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “Three
Aspects of the Church, Book 2: The Course of the Church,” pp. 253-254)

Today’s Reading

The spreading of the church can break through many barriers and
eliminate many undesirable practices. In many places where the church is
raised up, however, the saints may be narrow-minded...In Jerusalem...they
had many Old Testament traditions and teachings that caused them to close
themselves off from others...They sealed themselves up and despised other
people; moreover, they did not communicate with others.
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Peter was the top apostle who saw the vision of the mystery of God
and heard the prophecies of the mystery of Christ. Despite the fact that he
received the revelation, he almost brought the church into the limitations of
Judaism. In Peter’s mind the church belonged to Jerusalem and to the Jews
and should not go to the Gentile lands or to the Gentile people; however, the
church had to spread. When the church begins to spread, erroneous concepts
are shattered, regardless of whether the concepts are regional, racial, or
mutually discriminatory. Because it is not easy to break through the regional
concepts within people, the church needs to spread even more. It is through
spreading that all our close-mindedness is eliminated.

Acts 8 shows that the first step in the disciples’ scattering—that is, the
first place to which they were scattered—was...to Samaria (vv. 1-25)...When
the apostles came and prayed for the Samaritans, the Holy Spirit immediately
descended upon them; thus, God Himself confirmed this spread (vv. 14-17)...
God confirmed that the church needed to spread; therefore, the first step in
the church’s spread was to Samaria, to a people who were partly Jew and
partly Gentile.

From Acts 8 the second step of the church’s spread was through Philip’s
preaching of the gospel to an Ethiopian eunuch; thus, the gospel spread to
Africa (vv. 26-39). The Jews never thought that God would call the Gentiles
to hear the gospel, receive salvation, and become the church...But one day
an angel of the Lord came and spoke to Philip, saying, “Rise up and go south
on the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza” (v. 26)...Philip obeyed
and went. On the way he saw the chariot of an Ethiopian eunuch, and the
Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Approach and join this chariot” (v. 29). Philip went
forward and came up to the Ethiopian eunuch. Philip did these things not by
himself but under the leading of the Holy Spirit. He not only preached the
gospel to the eunuch and led him to believe in the Lord and be saved, but he
also baptized him. When Philip and the eunuch came up from the water, the
Holy Spirit caught Philip away. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “Three Aspects of the
Church, Book 2: The Course of the Church,” pp. 254-256)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “Three Aspects of the Church, Book
2: The Course of the Church,” ch. 2
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WEEK 5 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, Go, for this man is a chosen vessel to
Me, to bear My name before both the Gentiles and kings and the sons of
Israel.

10:45 And the believers who were of the circumcision, as many as had
accompanied Peter, were amazed, because on the Gentiles also the gift of
the Holy Spirit had been poured out.

The person God saved and chose to be an apostle was not a pious person who
obeyed God but a person who opposed God, persecuted the church, and inflicted
harm on Christians...Saul was one who had persecuted and harmed those who
believed in the Lord’s name (Acts 9:13-14); he was one who approved of the
killing of Stephen (8:1a) and persecuted the church. Ananias could not understand
why the gospel should be preached to Saul...Our narrow, erroneous human
concept needs to be broken and shattered through the spreading of the church.

We must believe that a person can be persecuting the church one hour
and preaching the gospel the next hour. God is able to do this because He
wants to spread...All the disciples...were afraid of Paul, [but] they ultimately
received him (9:26-28). Their reluctance shows that it is truly difficult for
people to quickly receive someone like Saul; human concepts are actually a
great hindrance to the church. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “Three Aspects of the
Church, Book 2: The Course of the Church,” pp. 257-258)

Today’s Reading

Acts 10 speaks of the household of Cornelius in Caesarea. The gospel
being preached to the Samaritans was tolerable to the Jews because the
Samaritans were a people of mixed Jewish and Gentile blood. The preaching
of the gospel to the Ethiopian may have been considered a coincidence by
the apostles. And even though Paul had opposed the Lord, he still was of the
tribe of Benjamin and considered to be an Israelite (Phil. 3:5).
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In Acts 10, however, God wanted the apostles to preach the gospel to
Cornelius, a representative of the Gentiles, and it was difficult to break
through. Because [he] was a centurion in the Roman legion, he was fully
representative of the Gentiles.

The Holy Spirit did a marvelous thing. He showed Peter a vision of “a great
sheet” (v. 11), which represents the gospel. All kinds of things were in that
sheet, both the things that Peter considered clean and the things that Peter
considered unclean. This means that all kinds of people were in the sheet.
A voice told Peter that he should rise up and “slay and eat” (v. 13),...[which]
means that Peter needed to be mingled with them.

Eventually, Peter obeyed the Spirit and went to the house of Cornelius, and
while he was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those hearing the word
(v. 44). This told Peter and those with him that the church is not of the Jews
and that it must spread to the Gentiles; the church is not local but universal.

The church in Antioch was also part of the story of the church’s spreading
(13:1). In Antioch there were five prophets and teachers, of whom the first
was Barnabas, a Levite...The second person was Simeon, who was called
Niger...[and] probably of African origin...The third was Lucius the Cyrenian.
Cyrene is in northern Africa, so Lucius was an African...The fourth was
Manaen, the foster brother of Herod the tetrarch; Manaen was a noble and
not necessarily a Jew. The last one was Paul, who was a Pharisee trained at
the feet of Gamaliel and who zealously kept all the ordinances in Judaism
(22:3); therefore, his Jewish concept was very strong.

Among them were Jews and Gentiles and people of different races; the
church in Antioch was a church without divisions. This is something that only
the Holy Spirit could have accomplished...Through such a church the Holy
Spirit was able to move forward to spread without any limitations. (CWWL,
1956, vol. 2, “Three Aspects of the Church, Book 2: The Course of the Church,”
pp. 258-261)

Further Reading: Remaining in the Unique New Testament Ministry of
God’s Economy under the Proper Leadership in His Move, pp. 25-32, 38-40,
49-54
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WEEK 5 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Acts 16:6-7 And they passed through the region of Phrygia and Galatia,
having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. And
when they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, yet the Spirit
of Jesus did not allow them.

The Holy Spirit forbade Paul and his co-workers, and the Spirit of Jesus
did not allow them. The Holy Spirit is the sanctifying Spirit. Sanctifying is
always a matter of forbidding...If we hear the Holy Spirit say no to us from
morning to evening, we are blessed because we are being sanctified. We need
to hear the Holy Spirit’s no again and again for our sanctification.

The Spirit of Jesus either allows us or does not allow us. To allow is to let
you go...We have to go to do the will of God just as the man Jesus did. Jesus
was a man who was always under the cross. In order to work for the Lord,
we must be sanctified, on the one hand, and we must be under the cross, on
the other hand...The Holy Spirit says no to sanctify us, and the Spirit of Jesus
says go to send us out to accomplish the will of God under the cross. (CWWL,
1990, vol. 1, “The Spirit,” pp. 595-596)

Today’s Reading

When the church was spreading, Satan created three problems...[that]
limited the spread of the church.

The first problem encountered in the spread of the church was the
limitation and bondage of Judaism (Acts 15:1-34). The believers in Judea
were Jews who still kept the traditions of Judaism; they looked at the church
from a Jewish viewpoint...The Jews believed that their law, ordinances, and
rituals were from God and pertained to piety; therefore, they considered
themselves as those best able to keep God’s word. Satan used this thought to
severely limit the church. Only Paul’s seeing of the heavenly vision enabled
the lifting of this limitation.
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During the past two thousand years, whenever regulations have bound the
church, the Holy Spirit has initiated a reaction to break through the ordinances.
We must be careful not to deviate from the Bible; our work, service, establishing
of churches, and governing of the church should all be done according to
scriptural principles. Nevertheless, whenever we take the principles of the Bible
as dead ordinances, we are in the principle of Judaism. The church depends on
the Holy Spirit. Man can bind the church, but he cannot bind the Holy Spirit. If
we limit the Holy Spirit, He will break out of the boundaries...to spread.

After the problem of the Jewish religion was resolved, Paul and Barnabas
immediately went out to the Gentile lands to preach the gospel. The problem
of outward religion had been solved, but now they encountered an inward,
subjective problem—Barnabas and Paul could not be in one accord (vv. 35-
41). Barnabas wanted to take Mark to visit the brothers, but Paul felt it was
not suitable, and an argument arose between them. Their argument was the
work of Satan. The spread of the church was greatly damaged because [they]
could not be in one accord.

Acts 16:6-12 indicates that even Paul had problems within. The Holy
Spirit wanted him to go out to spread the church, but he did not understand
the leading of the Holy Spirit. As he vacillated between going forward or
going back, a vision came to him in the night telling him to go to Macedonia
in Europe (vv. 9-10)...01d relationships, old affections, and old inclinations
keep us from going to another place; they make us unable to move...This is
not an easy problem to solve...For the church to spread, the bondage of the
Jewish religion, human opinions, and the self with its old concepts must be
broken.

Over the past two thousand years, if the servants of the Lord had always allowed
the Holy Spirit to go forward, the church would have matured long ago...May the
Lord have mercy on us...The degree to which we are saved is the degree to which
the church can spread and be built up. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “Three Aspects of the
Church, Book 2: The Course of the Church,” pp. 265, 267, 269-271, 279-280)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1990, vol. 1, “The Spirit,” ch. 12; CWWL, 1956,
vol. 2, “Three Aspects of the Church, Book 2: The Course of the Church,” ch. 3
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WEEK 5 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus
from the law of sin and of death.

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself
up for me.

James made the great mistake of uplifting the Old Testament law of
letters, but his mistake is covered by a beautiful cloak. James treasured
the law of letters through Moses, and he seemingly mentioned another
law that he called the perfect law of freedom (James 1:25). In the past we
thought that this perfect law of freedom was the law of life. But actually,
the words perfect and freedom are the top cloak to cover James’s mistake.
Jeremiah prophesied concerning the law of life that would be written in
our hearts (Jer. 31:31-34), and Paul spoke of the law of the Spirit of life
(Rom. 8:2)...James was not speaking of the law of life but of the law of
letters.

All the different terms used by James for the law refer to the Mosaic law.
The law, the royal law, the perfect law of freedom, the word of truth, and the
implanted word refer to the same Mosaic law. By this we can see how highly
James appreciated the law...But the New Testament teaches us that the age of
the law is over. The law should not be used in the age of grace. The law was
given through Moses. That was of the old age, the age of the law. But grace
came through Jesus Christ (John 1:17)...Now the age of grace is with Christ.
(CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 2, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle of James,” pp.
361, 363)

Today’s Reading
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The old “I” of the believers has been crucified, crossed out; in the Christian
life it should no longer be their old crucified “I” who lives but Christ who
lives in them (Gal. 2:20). Paul...says, “I did not determine to know anything
among you except Jesus Christ, and this One crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). Paul also
says, “They who are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions
and its lusts” (Gal. 5:24). Merely to resist temptations is insufficient. We must
crucify our flesh with its passions and lusts.

In the light of the divine revelation..., the cross of Christ is the greatest lack
of James. The Christian perfection in James leads to self-cultivation, but Paul
says that he had been crucified with Christ and was being conformed to the
death of Christ by the power of His resurrection. It is this life that produces
the Body life, which consummates in the New Jerusalem. Whether we are
a good man or a bad man, we have to be crossed out. It is no longer I, but
Christ lives in me as the life-giving Spirit to issue in the Body of Christ. Self-
cultivation does not carry out God’s economy, but self-denial does. We have
to deny ourselves, realizing that whatever we are in the old creation has been
crossed out, crucified. Every day we are dying. We are being conformed to the
death of Christ so that Christ can live in us to bring forth the Body life, which
will issue in the New Jerusalem as God’s eternal goal in His eternal economy.

James pointed out to Paul in Acts 21 that there were thousands of Jewish
believers who were zealous for the law (v. 20). This shows the terrible mixture
in the church at Jerusalem. This mixture was also a cause for God’s sending
Titus, a prince of the Roman Empire, with the Roman army to destroy the city of
Jerusalem, including the temple. This took place in A.D. 70, just a short time after
Paul's martyrdom, and was a fulfillment of the Lord’s prophecy that Jerusalem
with the temple would be destroyed (Matt. 24:2). If this had not happened, the
mixture of Judaism with God’s New Testament economy might have continued
for centuries. God, however, would never sanction or justify such a mixture.
This shows that it is not a small thing to be mistaken in God’s economy. (CWWL,
1994-1997, vol. 2, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle of James,” pp. 372-374)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 2, “Crystallization-study of the
Epistle of James,” chs. 1,3—4, 6
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WEEK 5 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 3:12-13 But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, grass, stubble, the work of each will become
manifest; for the day will declare it, because it is revealed by fire, and the
fire itself will prove each one’s work, of what sort it is.

In Genesis 2 we see a river of life, and in chapter 3 we see a river of
fire. The flame signifies God’s holiness, and the sword signifies God’s
righteousness. As far as God’s holiness and righteousness are concerned, we
should die. All those who do not allow the river of life to flow through them
will have the river of fire flowing through them. Everything that will not give
way to the flow of the river of life will eventually pass through the burning of
the river of fire. A Christian’s life, work, family, and business must all be put
under the river of life...Only by allowing the river of life to flow through us
will there be gold, pearl, and precious stones. Everything else is wood, grass,
stubble, and dung. Not only will our work pass away; even God’s own heaven
and earth will be burned one day, and our own work, that is, the things that
do not belong to God, will be burned away as well. Only God’s life will remain
forever. Everything that is not of life will be burned. Although these things
may have been created by God, they do not have the life of God. As such, they
will burn away. (Messages Given during the Resumption of Watchman Nee's
Ministry, vol. 1, pp. 148-149)

Today’s Reading

Today between the river of water and the river of fire, there is a river of blood.
What should have been consumed by the river of fire is merged into the river of
water by passing through the river of blood. We have the river of blood to take care
of everything that is of ourselves. On the one hand, we need to examine ourselves.
On the other hand, after we have examined ourselves, we need to trust in the blood
of the Lord. In this way we will be saved from the river of fire into the river of water.
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At the end of Revelation there is a city of water and there is a lake of
fire. The city of water signifies God’s life and holiness. It manifests God'’s
glory. The lake of fire signifies God’s righteousness, and God’s glory speaks
of God Himself. According to God’s holiness, everything not of God and not
according to His nature will be thrown into the lake of fire...The purpose of
the fire is to remove that which is not holy and that which does not belong to
God...[and] is not according to God’s nature.

[ should not ask if it is God’s will for me to [visit a person]. Rather, | should
ask if God is going with me...As long as there is an element of the self in
the things that we do, we will not please God. Genuine work involves God'’s
working with us. Before deciding on whether or not we should do something,
we must first allow God to pass through our mind and will.

Today there are four kinds of workers. First, there are coworkers who match
the need of the ministry of God in the present age. This is a small group of people
who have been dealt with by the Lord and who are in one accord. Second, there
are younger co-workers who are willing to receive direction and come under
the coordination of the older co-workers. They are willing to follow and to learn
in humility. Third, there are those who are unwilling to submit to the senior co-
workers and who do not belong to the denominations, but who are happy to
remain in fellowship with us. Fourth, there are preachers and free evangelists
among the denominations. Today we need the first and second kind of co-workers.

Concerning the third and the fourth kind of co-workers, we can only let
them choose their own pathway. God has not assigned some people to take
the same way that we have, and we dare not say anything to them. Whatever
their situation may be, we are here to do the work that God has committed to
us. We cannot interfere with others’ work, and we are not here to tear down
others’ work. (Messages Given during the Resumption of Watchman Nee’s
Ministry, vol. 1, pp. 150, 149-150, 153-154)

Further Reading: Messages Given during the Resumption of Watchman
Nee’s Ministry, vol. 1, ch. 26
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WEEK 5 — HYMN

In the stream! in the stream! let us work
Service — In the Stream 909

D Em A’

= & & = &
1. In thestream! in thestream! let us work for theLord, By His mind, in Hisway, as re -
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stream! In thestream! in the stream! We'll workas in theheavn-ly team!

2. In the stream! in the stream! let us work with the Lord
In the flow of the Spirit, as taught by His Word;
Never working by self, independent and free,
But in service related in full harmony.

3. In the stream! in the stream! let us work in the Lord,
With the Church, with the saints, in the light of His Word,;
Give the Word, life supply to the people in need,

Thus fulfilling God’s plan, in His flow we’ll proceed.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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