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Week Three

Maintaining the One Accord
by the Three Substances of the Power
In the Lord’s Recovery—
Prayer, the Spirit, and the Word

Hymns: 779

Scripture Reading: Acts 1:8, 14; 4:24-31; 6:4, 7; 12:24; 19:20

§ Day 1

I. We can maintain the one accord by prayer, the Spirit, and the Word
for God's move; we must be those who are toiling in the Word,
laboring in prayer, and being diligent in dealing with the Holy Spirit:

A.Prayer, the Spirit, and the Word are the three substances of the power in
the Lord's recovery—Acts 1:8, 14; 4:31; 6:4, 7; 12:24; 19:20.

B.We must pray that we might have the Spirit as the power to spread the
Word—6:7; 12:24; 19:20; cf. 1 Tim. 5:17-18:

1. We must get ourselves saturated, constituted, and even soaked with the holy
Word; if we are burdened to preach the gospel, we must get into the Word
and be persons who know the Word—~Col. 3:16.

2. We should ask the Lord to bring our entire being into the light and be dealt with
by Him to become persons of power, who are full of the Spirit within and without,
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essentially and economically—Eph. 5:18; Acts 2:38; 5:32b; 4:8, 31; 13:9, 52.

C. The early disciples could not have maintained the one accord if they had
had different ways, means, agents, or substances for them to carry out the
Lord's move on this earth; in order to maintain the unique one accord, we
all must learn to do the same thing by the same way—1:14; 4:31.

D.We must not think of taking a way other than prayer, the Spirit, and the
Word; any other way will cause dissension and division.

§ Day 2 & Day 3

II. Sanctification through the Word results in oneness by
dealing with the factors of division; truth sanctifies, and
sanctification issues in oneness—John 17:14-24:

A.The sanctifying word, the sanctifying Spirit, the sanctifying life, and the
sanctifying God are all one; therefore, if we are being sanctified, we are
one spontaneously because all the factors of division are taken away.

B.In John 17:17-23 we see that sanctification issues in the genuine oneness
because this sanctification keeps us in the Triune God; verse 21 says, “That
they all may be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they
also may be in Us”:

1. In order to be one, we need to be in the “Us,” that is, in the Triune God.

2. The only way to be in the Triune God is by the sanctifying truth that deals
with all the factors of division.

3. By being kept in the Triune God, we are one, but whenever we are out of the
Triune God, we are divided immediately.

4. We need to contact the Lord every morning, touch the living Word, and have
the divine reality infused into our being; as we contact the Lord in this way,
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Par SR ED i the factors of division are overcome.
5 A TEE > RHOTREN ER AW EIFTAESE - 5.When the factors of division in us are put to death by the sanctifying truth,

st gt A BN —E > Ay ERIIRTHRIME=— we are brought into the genuine oneness, for sanctification keeps us in the
FHE A - Triune God.

6 fEHEEAIE SR - S A E S EN— - BlE 6. Sanctification through the word of the truth results in the oneness of the
= fTRHY——21 7 - Body of Christ, which is the enlarged oneness of the Triune God—v. 21.

= ENREAD: C. There are four factors of division:

1 XERZE P L — et - HERA R E 1. The first of these factors is worldliness; as long as we love the world in a
A EFE S ﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬂ’]ﬁﬁ?f%&ﬁ/w”é’ﬂ?l— certain aspect, that aspect of worldliness becomes a cause of division—vv.
14~16~18T1 9515~ 17> H 19 14-16,18; 1 John 2:15-17; 5:109.
2 RIS HEEE O - BIERAMEE G E 2. Another cause of division is ambition; when we contact the Lord through the
Fab Rt 5 SO AFRMN TR m e > EEEL 15 23 Word and allow Him to infuse Himself into us, the truth thus imparted into
1M - AILFATVEL—ZFE 00 13 » our being kills our ambition—cf. Isa. 14:13.

DHNE=HREEE S » RAOINYEE—TLhE 3. A third cause of division is self-exaltation; we should be willing to be nobody
ﬂﬁnmﬁ%;%gi_@ HWEZEANY) B ETEHPEE and to exalt Christ as the only Somebody, the One who has the universal
& —ra— 18 MREh 5> 4929 ~ 11 - preeminence—Col. 1:18; 2 Cor. 4:5; 3 John 9-11.

4 pHEVFE N NRZR R WA 5 AT X IEFFH 4. The fourth factor of division is opinions and concepts; we should not hold on
CHYEW - MiZsgaities Kk FHYE R - e E A to our opinion but simply pursue the Lord's goal: the recovery of Christ as
BiEdapfl—V) » WELESHIEE — KT8 21 ~ life and as everything for the building up of the church—Matt. 16:21-24; cf.
4 ZE=14 - Rev. 3:14.

[AM] § Day 4

ASAMMaTEZait ik, #A=—Zd II. When we move out of ourselves and into the Triune God,
i, &RARA—, %i%ﬂiﬁx/\ﬁxig —, KR we are one and are even perfected into one to be in the one
SAE—HTE 11, 17, 21 ~23, %\EJ 1~6 accord—John 17:11, 17, 21-23; Eph. 4:1-6:

WEAXAANEKN G T EdiT S 7T< = — A.To be sanctified is to move out of ourselves and into the Triune God and
ﬁf?ﬁ &, FiLABEFAELANES; #%ékﬂ] #t. to allow Christ to live in us; in this way we are perfected into one—]John
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17:21-23.

B. This sanctification takes place by the Word, which is the truth, and by the
Spirit, who is the Spirit of truth:
1. As we come to the Word every morning, outwardly we touch the Word, but
inwardly the Spirit touches us; by the Word and by the Spirit, both of which
are the reality, we are sanctified.

2. The more we touch the Word and the more the Spirit touches us, the more we
move out of ourselves; we move from one dwelling place, the self, to another
dwelling place, the Triune God.

3. Every day we need to make this move, for in the self there are worldliness,
ambition, self-exaltation, and opinions and concepts.

4. 1f we continually touch the Word and allow the Spirit to touch us day by day,
we will be sanctified; that is, we will move out of ourselves, our old lodging
place, and into the Triune God, our new lodging place.

5. Once we are out of ourselves, we are sanctified, separated from the factors of
division and separated not only unto God but also into God.

6. To have the genuine oneness and the one accord, we must first move out
of ourselves and into the Triune God (vv. 17, 21); then we must allow
Christ to live in us (v. 23a) so that we can be one with the saints in any

locality.

C.“l in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected into one”; this
perfected oneness is the real building; it is the growth in life—v. 23; Eph.
4:16:
1.To be perfected into one means to be rescued from worldliness, ambition,

self-exaltation, and opinions and concepts.

2. “l in them”—this means that the Son is living and moving in us.

3.“You in Me”"—this means that the Father is living and moving in the Son.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (April 2025) - Week 3 Outline- Page 4



4 HAEW > HFERNTEmAETE T > CATE 4. 1n other words, while the Son lives and moves in us, the Father lives and

M BTGB T L EEXWNENAEH BT 0 moves in Him; by this twofold living and moving, we are perfected into one,
I Rl — - I BAFSRE R B AC - and we express the Father in glory.

N HSATEAHTLEE_+—F, AZ £ D.Ambition is implied in John 17:21; self-exaltation, in verse 22; and
—+=%, aARELE=_T=9: concepts and opinions, in verse 23:

| F=—mMEEHEE L EXHRBEEAES £ 1.In the Triune God there is no ambition, in the glory of the Father there is no

B AR S ER I T A B WA - self-exaltation, and in the place where Christ lives and reigns there are no

opinions and concepts.

2 AR R 2 = — Xt =5 BLAR AT B o B0 2.In the divine and mystical realm of the processed Triune God, ambition is

ok 0 HiEpHk o WSAE WAEDEAR T 5 X ERE swallowed up, self-exaltation disappears, and concepts and opinions are
ARUEZRZACIS (15) thorHaE - HIFEIE killed; here there is no evil of division in the Satan-systematized world (v.
Hy— o 15); instead, there is genuine oneness.

A AR —TIRFELEG, iLEABFAEKME  E Genuine oneness is living in the Father, allowing Christ to live in us, and
&, FELEXHRE, XKLL E—22, 247 living in the Father's glory, His expression—vv. 22, 24:

1| BMIFEMECEm I - #HFA=—MEHE >+ H 1. We need to move out of ourselves and into the Triune God and remain in Him
AR - E KRR - SCHYEERE - for the Father's expression, His glory.

2 HEFE=—ME » A 0]ge A HSLny s > JEShy— 2.The real building, the oneness, and the one accord as the practice of the
PAR[EL & BAE N —YSEAT » B A YA EEE oneness is possible only in the Triune God, and it is prevailing only when
FATH I > XIS A RE 4R WL A TREBEA TR Christ lives in us; then we can express the Father in glory and experience the
W& B HEHEIER— - genuine oneness.

[(AA] § Day 5

HAE AT EL EMNA LEMNPTE 26942, IV. The book of Acts shows the prayer that we need in order to
ThRANELEZR LHZE LB R HF be filled with the Spirit essentially and economically so that
Zim, 1&&M— 89 FE A RATFHZ A7) all our activities would be the activities of the acting God—

FH——14, <4, T=1~4: 1:14; 6:4; 13:1-4:
— BAMVPTE BohEL, TR EAR R F# %4 — A The prayer that we need is the prayer that brought in the outpouring of
—14, —1~4, 16 ~17 L, the Spirit—1:14; 2:1-4, 16-17a.
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B.The prayer that we need is the prayer that shook the earth and
empowered the disciples with the Holy Spirit to speak the word of God
with all boldness—4:24-31.

C.The prayer that we need is the prayer of the apostles to match the
ministry of the word—6:4.

D.The prayer that we need is the prayer that brought Peter into a trance and
brought a heavenly vision to him—10:9-16.

E. The prayer that we need is the prayer that opened the prison gate for
Peter—12:4-14.

F. The prayer that we need is the prayer that brought the five prophets and
teachers into the Lord's commission—13:1-4.

G.The prayer that we need is the prayer that brought in a great earthquake
and shook the foundations of the prison house—16:23-26.

H.The prayer that we need is the prayer that brought Paul into a trance and
into the Lord's speaking to him—22:17-21.

§ Day 6

V. The book of Acts shows that our working together with God

to build up the church is a spiritual warfare and that prayer

is the secret to accomplish God's work—4:24-31; Psa. 2:1-2;
Eph. 6:10-20:

A.The prayers that we utter before the Lord must stand against and resist

“counter-prayers” that are directed particularly against the church and

the work we are carrying out to build up the church—John 17:15; Matt.
6:13; cf. Psa. 31:20.

B.In order to maintain the one accord, to practice the oneness, we need to
“persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving” (Col. 4:2); we need
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EREREE, RFOTFERKRTE (Mhar to pray without ceasing, keeping ourselves intimately connected to the
217, KR=<41, =19) , Lord (1 Thes. 5:17; Matt. 26:41; Col. 2:19).

= TEEDRE, THAEZREZHOAALNS % C Prayerlessness is a sin; all in the Lord's recovery must be prayerful and
W, RSB IRFEH E—M L+ =23, W2, stand against the sin of prayerlessness—1 Sam. 12:23; Col. 4:2.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Acts 1:14 These all continued steadfastly with one accord in prayer...

8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and
you shall be My witnesses...unto the uttermost part of the earth.

4:31 And when they had so besought,...they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.

The book of Acts begins with the one accord and stresses the one accord.
The early disciples could not have maintained or kept this one accord,
however, if they had had different ways, means, agents, or substances for
them to carry out the Lord’s move on this earth. [In Acts] we can see that
the way they took to carry out God’s move on this earth to fulfill His New
Testament economy was entirely by three main substances—prayer, the
Spirit, and the Word. Not only in Acts but also throughout the entire New
Testament, prayer, the Spirit, and the Word were used for the carrying out
of God’s economy. The different groups in Christianity today use many other
ways...In order to maintain the unique one accord we all have to learn to do
the same thing by the same way. The substances that constitute the unique
way for the Lord’s move are prayer and the Spirit, which result in the Word.
(CWWL, 1986, vol. 1, “Elders’ Training, Book 7: One Accord for the Lord’s
Move,” p. 85)

Today’s Reading

We should not use anything other than prayer, the Spirit, and the Word to
carry on the gospel or the church life. Otherwise, we should be prepared for
some side effects like dissension, which will damage the real one accord.

It may seem very awkward to take the genuine way. It takes time and
patience; we have to labor and toil. Let us toil in the Word, labor in prayer,
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and be diligent in dealing with the Holy Spirit. This is worthwhile. We have
to spend much time to get into the Word; we have to get ourselves saturated,
constituted, and even soaked with the holy Word. We must also get ourselves
constituted with our contact with the Lord. We have to contact Him day by
day and hour after hour; then we will be the right person.

If you are burdened to preach the gospel, you must get into the Word
and be one who knows the Word. A person may be a manager of a bank or
a college professor, but he still has to spend time in the Word...For you to go
out to contact people, you need to know the holy Word. Then use all your
available time to pray to contact the living Lord.

When you pray, do not be occupied with your work or with other things. Do
not even be occupied with gospel preaching...Leave yourself open to the Lord.
Let Him come in for at least ten minutes to speak to you, to enlighten you, to
point out to you all your shortcomings, sinfulness, evil, and impure thoughts.
Ask Him to bring your entire being into the light for a full and utter exposure
of your real condition. This kind of prayer would make you prevailing. You do
not need to pretend that you are powerful. As a purified and chastised person,
when you open up your mouth, every word will be a word of power. Whatever
comes out of your mouth will be powerful...This will be the case because
through your prayer you have been saturated by the cleansing One.

The One who cleanses you is also the One who purifies and saturates you. As
a person saturated with the Lord, you will be empowered...Prayer makes your
person...Such a person of prayer will be full of the Spirit within and without.

Do not think of taking a way other than prayer, the Spirit, and the Word.
Any other way will cause dissension and division. (CWWL, 1986, vol. 1,
“Elders’ Training, Book 7: One Accord for the Lord’s Move,” pp. 91-93, 95)

Further Reading: Life-study of Acts, msg. 49; CWWL, 1986, vol. 1, “Elders’
Training, Book 7: One Accord for the Lord’s Move,” ch. 2
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

John 17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

21 That they all may be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and | in
You, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that You
have sent Me.

John 17 indicates that truth, sanctification, and oneness are interrelated...
Verse 17 puts together truth and sanctification, for sanctification issues
from the truth. When the truth works within us, the result is sanctification.
This sanctification through the truth is for oneness...Truth sanctifies, and
sanctification issues in oneness.

The Father is embodied in the Son, the Son is realized as the Spirit, and
the Spirit is one with the word. When we touch the Word, we also touch the
Spirit. Then something is infused into our inner being. Whatever is infused
into us in this way is the truth. Although this involves the acquisition of
biblical knowledge, there is something living inside this knowledge. This
is the Triune God realized by us and transfused into us through the word.
This is not merely the word. It is the word mingled and saturated with the
Triune God and infused into our being. This is the truth that sets us free and
sanctifies us. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Truth Messages,” pp. 325, 327)

Today’s Reading

Our crucial need is to have the Triune God infused into us through the
Word. This infusion works to sanctify us and transform us. To take the
Word in this way is not a religious practice or ordinance. It is to experience
the living Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—being wrought
into us through the living Word. By contacting the Word in this way, God is
added into us day by day. As a result, we are permeated with God and made
one with Him. Sanctification through the word of truth results in oneness.
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The sanctifying word, the sanctifying Spirit, the sanctifying life, and the
sanctifying God are all one. Therefore, if we are being sanctified, we can be
nothing else but one. We are one spontaneously because all the factors of
division are taken away.

The first of these factors is worldliness. As long as you love the world
in a certain aspect, that aspect of worldliness becomes a cause of division.
It separates you from the brothers and sisters. Anyone who is worldly is
through with oneness.

Another cause of division is ambition. Ambition is like a gopher that works
underground in a hidden way to cause damage. Ambition undermines from
within. We all must admit that we are ambitious. What can kill our ambition?
Rebuking does not avail...I can testify from experience, however, that when
we contact the Lord through the Word and allow Him to infuse Himself into
us, the truth thus imparted into our being kills our ambition...Day by day
the sanctifying truth Kkills the element of ambition within us. The germ of
ambition is in our blood and needs the sanctifying truth as an “antibiotic” to
kill it. If our ambition is not killed, there can be no genuine oneness.

[ thank the Lord that we brothers are one, not because we have the same
disposition or because we have made a certain agreement. Rather, we are
one because our ambition is being killed. The hidden “gopher” of ambition
needs to be exterminated by the sanctifying word. If we desire to have the
genuine oneness in the church life, we need the sanctifying truth to deal with
our ambition.

In John 17:17-23 we see that sanctification issues in the genuine oneness
because this sanctification keeps us in the Triune God...In order to be one
we need to be in the “Us” [v. 21], that is, in the Triune God. The only way to
be in the Triune God is by the sanctifying truth that deals with all the factors
of division. By being kept in the Triune God, we are one. But whenever we
are out of the Triune God, we are divided immediately. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3,
“Truth Messages,” pp. 328-329)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Truth Messages,” chs. 2—3, 5;
CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,” ch. 2
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

John 17:22-23 And the glory which You have given Me | have given to
them, that they may be one, even as We are one; | in them, and You in Me,
that they may be perfected into one, that the world may know that You
have sent Me and have loved them even as You have loved Me.

A third cause of division is self-exaltation, which usually accompanies
ambition. Some people, however, are ambitious but do not seem to exalt
themselves. Others are ambitious and are consumed with the desire to have
preeminence and to be exalted. Such self-exaltation is like a serpent; it causes
division among the saints. Therefore, in order to keep the genuine oneness,
we must learn not to exalt ourselves.

If you are an elder or a leading one, you should not boast about this. Do
not claim that you are somebody. It is better to be nobody...If you want to
be somebody, you should not come to the church, for this is not the place
for you...In the Lord’s recovery everyone is brought low. But praise the
Lord, we are willing to be nobody and to exalt Christ, who has the universal
preeminence! Christ is the only Somebody. We like to be nobodies, because
by being nobodies, we are truly one. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Truth Messages,”
pp. 329-330)

Today’s Reading

Some have encouraged me to publish a book refuting that slanderous
book called The God-Men. But when I brought this matter to the Lord, the
Lord said, “Don’t do anything. Let them oppose you. You should simply live
a crucified life. The victory is not with outward fame; it is with the crucified
life. Let others defame you, criticize you, and oppose you. It is enough that I
am with you and that you live a crucified life.” Here in the crucified life self-
exaltation is defeated. Hallelujah, in God’s economy the preeminence belongs
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to Christ alone! It pleases the Father to give Him the first place in all things
(Col. 1:18).

[ thank the Lord that the vast majority of the saints are willing to be
nobodies so that we can have the genuine oneness. During the past fifty
years we have encountered opposition and rebellion. However, most of the
saints in the Lord’s recovery have been faithful...How we thank the Lord for
the sanctifying truth that defeats worldliness, ambition, and self-exaltation!

The fourth factor of division is opinion and concept. Opinion is like a
scorpion. We should not hold to our own opinion but simply pursue the
Lord’s goal: the recovery of Christ as life and as everything for the building
up of the church. Those who have been with me throughout the years can
testify that [ do not insist on anything except Christ as life and as everything
to us for the church. We should all be for this, not for our opinions and
concepts regarding other things.

The four factors of division—worldliness, ambition, self-exaltation, and
opinion—can be dealt with only by the sanctifying truth. Do you think that
if you contact the Lord every morning, touch the living Word, and have
the divine reality infused into your being, you will still be divisive?...As we
contact the Lord in this way, the factors of division are overcome.

When the factors of division in us are put to death by the sanctifying
truth, we are brought into the genuine oneness, for sanctification keeps us
in the Triune God. Only by being in the Triune God do we have the genuine
oneness...It is impossible for worldly Christians, ambitious Christians, self-
exalting Christians, or opinionated Christians to be one. The Lord’s recovery,
on the contrary, is based upon the genuine oneness, which we can have only
by being sanctified through the word of truth. This is clearly revealed in the
Gospel of John. When worldliness, ambition, self-exaltation, and opinion are
dealt with by the sanctifying word of truth, we are kept in the Triune God
and we have genuine oneness. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Truth Messages,” pp.
330-331)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “The Oneness and the One Accord according to
the Lord’s Aspiration and the Body Life and Service according to His Pleasure,” chs. 1—2
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:4-6 One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

When we are with the Lord in the Father and in the glory, we are one. But
when we are in ourselves, we cannot be one with others...If we desire to be
one with others, we need to move out of the self and into God the Father...
When we move out of ourselves and into the Father and into the Father’s
glory, we are one and are even perfected into one.

In John 17:21 the Lord prayed, “That they all may be one; even as
You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us.” This is
the oneness in the Triune God. In order to be in the Triune God, we must
move out of ourselves. John 17:22-23a says, “The glory which You have
given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, even as We are one;
[ in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected into one.” When
we move out of ourselves and remain in the Triune God, Christ lives in
us. In this way we are perfected into one. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Truth
Messages,” pp. 336-337)

Today’s Reading

Only by our being sanctified can we abide in Christ and can Christ live
in us...To be sanctified is to move out of ourselves and into the Triune God
and to allow Christ to live in us...The more we are sanctified, the more we
are out of ourselves and in the Triune God...This sanctification takes place
by the word, which is truth, and by the Spirit, which is the Spirit of truth...
As we come to the Word every morning, outwardly we touch the Word, but
inwardly the Spirit touches us. By the word and by the Spirit, both of which
are the reality, we are sanctified.
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To be sanctified is not merely to be separated from the world; it is to move
out of ourselves and into the Triune God. If you check with your experience,
you will see that the more you touch the Word and the more the Spirit touches
you, the more you move out of yourself. You move from one dwelling place, the
self, to another dwelling place, the Triune God. Every day we need to make this
move. If we do not move out of ourselves, we are wrong; for in the self there are
worldliness, ambition, self-exaltation, and opinion. Once we are out of ourselves,
we are separated from worldliness, ambition, self-exaltation, and opinion.

When we are in the Triune God, we are one. When we are in ourselves,
however, we are divided...We can move into Him by being sanctified through
the truth. This involves both the Word and the Spirit. If we continually touch
the Word and allow the Spirit to touch us day by day, we will be sanctified;
that is, we will move out of ourselves, our old lodging place, and into the
Triune God, our new lodging place. To have the genuine oneness, we must
first move out of ourselves and into the Triune God; second, we must allow
the Lord to live in us.

Real oneness is not merely relatedness, nor is it merely coordination. It
is the growth in life. To grow in life means that we move out of ourselves
and into the Triune God and allow Christ to live in us. If we move into the
Triune God and allow Christ to live in us, we can be one with the saints in any
locality. If you have problems in the church, do not blame your environment
or the saints. Instead, blame yourself for not moving out of yourself and into
the Triune God and for not allowing Christ to live in you.

In the Triune God there is no ambition, in the glory of the Father there
is no self-exaltation, and in the place where Christ lives and reigns there
are no opinions and concepts. In this realm ambition is swallowed up, self-
exaltation disappears, and concepts and opinions are killed. Here there is no
evil; instead, there is the genuine oneness...The genuine oneness is versus
evil. We need a oneness that is so genuine, real, and pure. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3,
“Truth Messages,” pp. 337-341, 348)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Truth Messages,” chs. 6—8
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Acts 1:14 These all continued steadfastly with one accord in prayer,
together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His
brothers.

22:17 And when | returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple,
| went into a trance.

In the book of Acts we can see the prayer of the early saints for the
organic building up of the Body of Christ. The prayer that we need is the
prayer that brought in the outpouring of the Spirit (1:14; 2:1-4, 16-17a).
One hundred twenty saints praying with one accord for ten days brought
in the outpouring of the Spirit...God poured out His entire being, the Spirit,
upon the disciples. Immediately, the disciples became one with God. Here is
the principle of praying ourselves into God and of praying God into us. Their
prayer brought God from the heavens to the earth and upon themselves.
Prayer is like our breathing. When we breathe, the air gets into us, and we
get into the air. The result is that air is poured upon us. When we experience
the outpoured Spirit through our prayer, we are refreshed to the uttermost.
(CWWL, 1989, vol. 1, “The Practical and Organic Building Up of the Church,”
p. 349)

Today’s Reading

We also need the prayer that shook the earth and empowered the disciples
with the Holy Spirit for the speaking of the word of God with boldness (Acts 4:24-
31). The disciples prayed with one accord (v. 24) according to the word of God (vv.
25-28), claiming the divine power through the name of Jesus (vv. 29-30)...Many
times the environment is a lie. When we go out to visit people for the preaching
of the gospel, there may be something within us saying that people will not open
the door to us. This is a lie. Another lie is that people will not open their heart and
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their spirit to receive the Lord. If this is the case, our going is in vain. Therefore,
we have to pray to shake the environment. We need to open the doors by our
prayer. To pray is to shake the environment, to change the environment. When we
pray in such a way, we will be filled with the economical Spirit, and we will have
the boldness to speak the word of God. We should not believe in the environment.
Instead, we have to believe in our prayer to change the environment.

Acts 10:9-16 shows us the prayer that brought Peter into a trance and
brought a heavenly vision to him. This prayer at the appointed time (v. 9)
brought Peter into a conversation with the Lord (vv. 13-16). This is another
principle of prayer. To pray is to pray ourselves into a trance [cf. 22:17]. A
trance means that we have gotten out of our self. We may be imprisoned in
our self, but we need to pray out of that imprisonment. In a trance...we can
receive visions of God...Our self is a strong prison that we need to get out of,
so we need to pray ourselves into a trance. Many times in morning watch,
while we are reading the Bible and pray-reading, we have the sensation that
we are out of our self and that we are in a situation of being so close to God...
When we get into a trance, we are in a conversation with the Lord in which
we talk to the Lord and the Lord talks to us...We all need the kind of prayer
that brings us into such a trance.

The book of Acts is a record of the activities of the apostles, and the
apostles’ activities were always matched by their prayers. All the kinds of
prayers that we have fellowshipped about in the book of Acts show the kind
of prayer that we need to pray. We need to learn to pray the way the disciples
in Acts prayed. This kind of prayer can shake the environment, shake the
foundation of the prison, shake the earth, shake off all the chains, and open
the doors. This prayer will also bring us into a trance, bring us into God, and
bring God into us. Then we can converse with God, receive His commission,
and receive His sending...We need the divine life, and we need prayer for
us to accomplish all the crucial steps for the Body of Christ to be built up
organically through our work. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 1, “The Practical and
Organic Building Up of the Church,” pp. 349-352)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1989, vol. 1, “The Practical and Organic Building
Up of the Church,” ch.9
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:17-18 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the
Spirit, which Spirit is the word of God, by means of all prayer and petition,
praying at every time in spirit and watching unto this in all perseverance
and petition concerning all the saints.

Col. 4:2 Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving.

We need to persevere in prayer [Col. 4:2] because prayer involves a battle,
a fight. Two parties, God and Satan, are hostile to each other. The meaning of
the name Satan is “adversary.”...On the one hand, he is the enemy trying to
defeat God; on the other hand, he is the adversary within God’s realm seeking
to cause damage [Job 1:6-12; Rev. 12:10].

Although the battle raging in the universe is between God and Satan,
another party is involved,...God’s chosen and redeemed people, the ones
who will actually decide the outcome of the battle. If we take sides with
Satan, God will lose, even though He is almighty...In a very real sense, God
needs us...He needs us to carry on the actual work of warfare [against
Satan].

In order to fight on God’s side against Satan, we need to persevere in
prayer...The whole world is away from God. To pray is to go against the
current, the trend, in the fallen universe.

Many of the experiences we have with respect to prayer day by day
prove that Satan opposes our prayer in every way possible. For example, a
telephone call may come just when you are at a very important point in your
prayer. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 568-569)

Today’s Reading

We are engaged in a spiritual warfare. The foremost need on the
battlefield is to be watchful and alert in order to know what the enemy is
doing and what he intends to do.
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We must ask the Lord to resist prayers that are directed particularly
against the work we are carrying out, against the church, and against my
leading. The prayers we utter before the Lord must stand against these
counter-prayers.

We need to remember that in God’s work, there is no such thing as sheer
luck, no such thing as gaining without effort. Moreover, there is no guarantee
that if we labor and endeavor, we will succeed. We must realize that we are
engaged in spiritual warfare. We must fight and be watchful in everything we
do and in every step we take.

Whenever we pray together, [ hope that everyone will pray...one after
another. Our prayers should not be too loud or lengthy. They should be short
and living, adding to the one before, so that all the prayers can be joined
together as one strong, powerful prayer. We should pray as if we are playing
basketball, knowing how to pass and how to catch the ball.

Satan, the devil, with all his wiles and tactics, his temptations and
corruptions, has only one goal in mind—to fight against God’s building in order
to frustrate, withstand, damage, and destroy it...Throughout the centuries,
those who love the Lord with a pure heart and who know something about
God’s eternal purpose in their spirit experience a kind of spiritual warfare...
Every step of God’s recovery involves His enemy, and every step requires
warfare...Today we need to see that there is the need to engage ourselves in
spiritual warfare for the building up of God’s kingdom. (CWWL, 1986, vol.
2, “Crucial Words of Leading in the Lord’s Recovery, Book 1: The Vision and
Definite Steps for the Practice of the New Way,” pp. 227-229, 234-235)

A prerequisite for having a proper church life in the Lord’s recovery today
is to have a prayer life [1 Tim. 2:1]. A proper church is a praying church...
Prayerlessness is a sin. All in the Lord’s recovery must be prayerful and stand
against the sin of prayerlessness. The elders in the churches must take up
Paul’s charge to “first of all” pray. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, p. 25)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1986, vol. 2, “Crucial Words of Leading in the
Lord’s Recovery, Book 1: The Vision and Definite Steps for the Practice of the
New Way,” chs. 13—14
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Pray with one accord in spirit
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Let the Spirit now control.

3. Pray with one accord in spirit,

Pray as in the heavenlies;
All the earthly interests treading,
Fight the principalities.

4. Pray with one accord in spirit,

Supplicate relatedly;
Seek the Lord, His mind, His leading,
In the Spirit’s harmony.

5. Pray with one accord in spirit,

Pray and watch persistently;
For God’s kingdom and His glory,
Pray and watch in harmony.

6. Pray with one accord in spirit

Seeking God in unity;
In the Spirit of the Body
Ever pray in harmony.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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