% v9 Week Four

# LK The New Husband
Wk ¥ 140 Hymns: E170
w%: FE2~6 Scripture Reading: Rom. 7:2-6
[A— - -BA_] § Day 1 & Day 2
T RBERIHLX—TF L 2~6: I. Christis the new Husband—Rom. 7:2-6:

— TABYA, LB LRk, #EELEMEMLA A As regenerated beings, both male and female believers have Christ as
Lk, HAMETH—, their Husband and are a part of His wife.

— BT AE LB LA BEERMNG LK, 2  B.All genuine Christians have Christ as their Husband, yet it is pitiful that
EWR, FEAF TR pE AT RN LK, many do not know Him as their Husband.

AN KB A (BLK) 2477 +HF%: II. Our old man, the old husband, has been crucified:

— FHLF_EWPH EFLEMAELANLK: A.Verses 2 through 4a show two husbands:

1 k=R (HR) » Th@da A~"EA TN B 1. The first husband, the old husband, is the old man mentioned in 6:6, who has
ZGREFEFTHFEEA - been crucified with Christ.

2 CECRIUTIATREIYE R (Fk) 0 T 2. The second husband, the new husband, mentioned in 7:2-4, is Christ.
EAE -

Z H#MBA, ABL K, BME5ABER4T5  B.Since our old man, who was the old husband, has been crucified with
ZOBRMABE THGEER FHRLEEHHL L, Christ, we are freed from his law and are joined to the new Husband,
AR EE LT, Christ, the ever-living One.

= BAVERABRANT S C. As believers, we have two statuses:

1 A= RBAWENEEZIBANIES S BF TIEY) 1. The first is our old status as the fallen old man, who left the original position
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of a wife dependent on God and took the self-assuming position of a husband
and head, independent of God.

2.The second is our new status as the regenerated new man, restored to our
original and proper position as the genuine wife to God, depending on Him
and taking Him as our Head—Isa. 54:5; 1 Cor. 11:3.

3. We no longer have the status of the old husband, for we have been crucified.

4. We now have only the new status of a proper wife, in which we take Christ as
our Husband, and we should no longer live according to the old man, that is,
no longer take the old man as our husband.

D.Since the law was intended for and given to the old husband, the old man,
the death of the old man also made us dead to the law through the body of
Christ.

§ Day 3

III. Our old man has been crucified to the law through the body
of Christ so that we might marry another husband, Christ,
who has been raised from the dead—Rom. 7:4a:

A.This joining indicates that in our new status as a wife, we have an
organic union in person, name, life, and existence with Christ in His
resurrection; now we are married to Christ, our new Husband—2 Cor.
11:2.

B. Since Christ is our Husband, we must depend on Him and take Him as our
Head—Eph. 5:23:

1. To take Christ as our Husband means to terminate all that we are, have, and
do and to trust in Him for everything.

2. Taking Christ as our Husband also means that we believe into Christ.

3. No longer should we live by ourselves but by Christ; we must let Christ live
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IEEREEEATE - for us.
4 BATAREESL R s BAMENIBAE LT +528 > #i 4. We are no longer the husband; we, as the old man, have been crucified, and

SEERERAINLE - Christ is now our Husband.
= ABERRAZEMG K, bR RN ALLF A C. Christ is not only our Head—He is also our person and our life—Col. 3:4.
A =
wR ‘E-’— 40

W —MNARBAFZAZ—RE, fit 55—/ A D.When a person believes and is baptized into the Triune God, he
ZhH TR, LW, 7 —PA—K becomes involved with another person; that is, he marries another

B—m A RHEC, person, Christ.
[AM] § Day 4
B EAETF, RNEETFL44—F L4 TF: V. As awife, we bear fruit to God—Rom. 7:4b:
— ZMEEFEH GO ESL, SR TLA, A.When we are in resurrection and live to God, we bear fruit to God.
ZBATAENA, RAEZT, ANEBRXT LA, B.As a regenerated person, as the wife, we bear fruit to God; this means that
REDA, KM —n, WA EE X, everything we do is now related to God.
= XEZEMARNERSAZ B AL, C. Here we have a vivid contrast between death and God.

W OC“HRFEW XiE, BRAMMENRNRTE  D.The phrase bear fruit to God means that God is brought forth as fruit:
AHAT:

I AL > BAT—VIRVATERIFTE - A SR « 1. Thus, all we are and do must be the living God.
2 FATAE R (RS - X8 BOTHAE 2. We must bring forth God as an overflow of God; in this way we have the living
EMTERA TR T FFHBA ISR T4 - God as our fruit, and we bear fruit to God.
[(Af] § Day 5

1B KM RERMEMNGEE LR T, A% V. We have died to the law in which we were held so that we
Bd T, RMNEAZTRHA, R might be discharged from it; we, as the wife and the new

BAEERZTT—6T: man, are no longer under law—v. 6:
— BEERAE AL —F T 2, A.The law portrays God and defines Him—Lev. 19:2.
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B. Accordingly, it places many demands and requirements on fallen man,
and in so doing, it identifies sins and leads man to the knowledge of sin—
Rom. 3:20; 4:15; 5:20.

C. In this way man is both exposed and subdued by the law—3:19.
§ Day 6

VI. As the wife, we should also serve the Lord in newness of
spirit, not in oldness of letter—7:6:

A.In 6:4 we have the newness of life for our living, and in 7:6 we have the
newness of spirit for our service:

1. Newness of life issues from our being identified with Christ's resurrection
and is for our walk in our daily life.

2. Newness of spirit issues from our being discharged from the law and being
joined to the resurrected Christ and is for our service to God.

3. Both newness of spirit and newness of life are results of the crucifixion of the
old man.

B. Both newness of life and newness of spirit are related to the Spirit:

1. The newness of life is related to Christ Himself in His resurrection, who is the
life-giving Spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b.

2. The spirit in the phrase newness of spirit refers to our regenerated human
spirit, in which the Lord as the Spirit dwells—2 Tim. 4:22:

a. We may serve in newness of spirit because God has renewed our
spirit.
b.Everything that is related to our regenerated spirit is new.

c. Our regenerated spirit is a source of newness because the Lord, the
life of God, and the Holy Spirit are there.
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d FHRATEENZE » —UEEHRH  ERIIEEN d.Everything in our regenerated spirit is new; in our regenerated spirit

SH > AR HERE - there is nothing but newness.

= BMEEMERMNEAFTA, TEBLE TIHAR®  C We need to realize that we, as the new man, are freed from the old man's
Bk FHBEERMGH LK, AL EFHLE, law and have been married to our new Husband, the resurrected Christ,
1ERMNERTFLM, FAEZOHHEZIRE £, that we might bear fruit to God and serve the Lord in newness of spirit.
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Isa. 54:5 ...Your Maker is your Husband; Jehovah of hosts is His name.
And the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer; He is called the God of all
the earth.

2 Cor. 11:2 For | am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for |
betrothed you to one husband to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.

In God’s creation man’s original position was that of a wife. Isaiah 54:5
says that God our Maker is our Husband. Thus, according to God’s creation,
man had the position of a wife. As a wife to God, we must depend upon Him
and take Him as our Head. This was our original position.

When man fell, he took another position, the self-assuming position of the
old man. The fallen man assumed the position of a husband. The man created
by God was a wife; the fallen man became a husband. Assuming the position
of the husband, the fallen man became independent of God and made himself
the head as the husband...Among fallen people both males and females think
of themselves as husbands. Many wives have said, “Why must [ be under my
husband? He should be under me. Why should he be the head? I want to be
the head.” Hence, fallen man became a strong, ugly husband. (Life-study of
Romans, pp. 134-135)

Today's Reading

Since fallen man wanted to be the husband, God gave him the law. The law
is not intended for the wife but for the fallen husband. Thus, this law becomes
the law of the old man, the law regarding the husband (Rom. 7:2). However,
God did not intend that the old man keep the law, because the old man cannot
keep it...People make a great mistake when they think that God gave man the
law that he might keep it. On the contrary, God gave the law to man that he
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might break it and that, by breaking it, he might be completely exposed. If you
try to keep the law, you are wrong; if you break the law, you are correct. The
law was not given for man to keep; it was given for man to break.

This thought is scriptural. Romans 3:20 says, “Through the law is the clear
knowledge of sin.”...If man had no law, he would continue to commit sins
but would not recognize them as such. Man would excuse his sinful deeds,
using favorable terms to describe them. However, the law identifies sin as
sin. Moreover, Romans 4:15 says, “Where there is no law, neither is there
transgression.” You may think that the law prevents transgression, but this
verse says that the law exposes transgression. Furthermore, Romans 5:20
says, “The law entered in alongside that the offense might abound.” The law
did not enter that the offense might be reduced or restricted. This is our
natural concept and thought. Paul says that the law entered that the offense
might abound, meaning that it might increase plentifully. Thus, the Bible
indicates that the law was not given for us to keep but for us to violate.

You may say, “I will not try to break the law.” Whether you want to break
the law or not means nothing, for you will break the law. You cannot help but
break the law. The law says, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Although you
may try to love your neighbor, you cannot do it. Even the children in school
cannot love their classmates as themselves. Everyone reading this message
has broken and continues to break at least one of the Ten Commandments.
Who can keep the law? No one. The law entered that the offense might
abound.

According to Romans 7:7, we would not have known sin except through
the law. In this verse Paul says that he would not have known coveting,
except the law had said, “You shall not covet.” As a summary, we may say that
the law works that the offense might abound. Once the offense abounds, the
law exposes it as sin. In this way the law leads us to the knowledge of sin.

The position of the regenerated new man is a genuine wife’s position.
Regeneration restores us to our original position. (Life-study of Romans, pp.
135-136)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msg. 12
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WEEK 4 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 7:2 For the married woman is bound by the law to her husband
while he is living; but if the husband dies, she is discharged from the law
regarding the husband.

6:6 Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him in order that
the body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin as slaves.

Romans 7:2-6 reveals that Christ is the new Husband. As regenerated
beings, both male and female believers have Christ as their Husband and
are a part of His wife...If we the believers do not know that we have Christ
as our Husband, we are pitiful persons, for in effect, we are like widows,
females who have lost their husbands. The word widow connotes pitifulness.
A widow has been stripped and robbed of all her enjoyment; she has lost
everything of the enjoyment of human life. Surely all genuine Christians have
Christ as their Husband, yet it is pitiful that many of them do not know Him
as their Husband. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3061)

Today's Reading

The first husband of Romans 7:2-3 is not the flesh or the law but the old
man of Romans 6:6, which has been crucified with Christ. Because of the fall
we are the old man, and because of regeneration we are the new man. As the

old man, we were the husband; as the new man, we are the wife. (Life-study
of Romans, pp. 136-137)

Romans 7:2-4a says, “For the married woman is bound by the law to her
husband while he is living; but if the husband dies, she is discharged from
the law regarding the husband. So then if, while the husband is living, she is
joined to another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if the husband
dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is
joined to another man. So then, my brothers, you also have been made dead
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to the law through the body of Christ.” These verses show two husbands. The
first husband (the old husband) is not the flesh or the law but the old man
mentioned in 6:6, who has been crucified with Christ. The second husband
(the new husband) mentioned in 7:2-4 is Christ.

Since our old man, who was the old husband, has been crucified with
Christ (6:6), we are freed from his law and are joined to the new Husband,
Christ, the ever-living One. As believers, we have two statuses. The first you
in 7:4 refers to us in our old status as the fallen old man, who left the original
position of a wife dependent on God and took the self-assuming position of
a husband and head, independent of God. The second you in verse 4 refers
to us in our new status as the regenerated new man, restored to our original
and proper position as the genuine wife to God (Isa. 54:5; 1 Cor. 11:3),
dependent on Him and taking Him as our Head. We no longer have the old
status of the husband, for we have been crucified. We now have only the
new status of the proper wife, in which we take Christ as our Husband, and
should no longer live according to the old man, that is, no longer take the old
man as our husband.

Because fallen man left his proper position as God’s wife and desired to
be the husband, God gave him the law, which he cannot possibly keep. The
law is intended not for the wife but for the husband, and the law was given
not that it might be kept but that the old man might be exposed (Rom. 7:5;
3:20; 5:20). Paul thus refers to the law as “the law regarding the husband”
(7:2).

We all had an old husband, the old man. When we were baptized into the
death of Christ, we were identified with Him in His death, in which our old man
was crucified and died. Through the death of our old man, the body of sin was
annulled. Since the law was intended for and given to the old husband, the old
man, the death of the old man also has made us dead to the law through the
body of Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3061-3062)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 300
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WEEK 4 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 7:3-4 So then if, while the husband is living, she is joined to
another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if the husband dies, she
Is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to
another man. So then, my brothers, you also have been made dead to the
law through the body of Christ so that you might be joined to another, to
Him who has been raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit to God.

Our old man has been crucified to the law through the body of Christ that
we might marry another husband, Christ, who has been raised from among
the dead. In Romans 7:4b, Paul says, “That you might be joined to another,
to Him who has been raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit to God.”
This joining indicates that in our new status as a wife, we have an organic
union in person, name, life, and existence with Christ in His resurrection.
Now we are married to Christ, our new Husband. In 2 Corinthians 11:2 Paul
also tells us that he has betrothed the believers to one husband, Christ. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3062-3063)

Today's Reading

Since Christ is our Husband, we must depend on Him and take Him as
our Head (Eph. 5:23). To take God as our Husband means to terminate all
that we are, have, and do and to trust in God for everything. Taking Christ
as our Husband also means that we believe in Christ. God’s intention is to
bring us back to Himself and to cause us to place our full trust in Him. No
longer should we live by ourselves but by Christ. We must let Christ live for
us. We should live no longer by ourselves, act by ourselves, or be anything
in ourselves. We must be completely terminated, and our head must be
completely covered. We are no longer the husband. We, as the old man, have
been crucified. Christ is now our Husband.
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Christ is not only our Head—He is also our person. We must even take
Christ as our life (Col. 3:4). Christ is our Husband, our Head, our person, and
our life. We have been terminated and have become nobody. Christ lives in
us and for us. Therefore, we are fully under grace, no longer under law in
any way. The law has nothing to do with us, and we have nothing to do with
the law. “For I through law have died to law” (Gal. 2:19). Now in grace we are
alive to God.

When a person believes and is baptized into the Triune God, he becomes
involved with another person, that is, he marries another person, Christ.
Before he believes and is baptized, he is involved with only one person,
for he has only himself as his person, that is, his old man. However, once
he believes and is baptized into the Triune God, he becomes involved with
another person—the divine person who is our Redeemer, Reconciler, and
Life-Savior. This wonderful person, God, became involved with us through
the death and resurrection of Christ. In His death, we as the old man died,
and in His resurrection, we as the regenerated new man were raised with
Him. Since our old man has been crucified with Christ, we are freed from
the law, which was given to the old man, and we are living to God. This is a
great change.

According to their experience, many regenerated and baptized believers
can testify to this change. Before a person believes into the Lord, he lives by
the old man under the law. After he believes and is baptized, something within
him begins to regulate him not to live in the old way. This inward regulation
is, on the one hand, death to his old way of living and, on the other hand, the
living of his regenerated new man, that is, his living to God. Since his old man
has been crucified with Christ, he is freed from the law. Therefore, he now
becomes a person who lives no longer to the law but to God. This marvelous
change indicates that he has died to the law and now lives to the living God.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3063-3064)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 300
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WEEK 4 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 7:4-5 So then, my brothers, you also have been made dead to the
law through the body of Christ so that you might be joined to another, to
Him who has been raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit to God.
For when we were in the flesh, the passions for sins, which acted through
the law, operated in our members to bear fruit to death.

Romans 7:4 tells us that as a wife we bear fruit to God. When we are
in resurrection and always live to God, we bear fruit to God. When we
were in the flesh, that is, when we were the old husband, everything
related to us was death. All we could produce was death. Everything we
brought forth was a fruit of death and to death. Now as a regenerated
person, that is, as the wife, we bear fruit to God. This simply means that
everything we do now is related to God, whereas formerly, whatever
we were and whatever we did was death. Therefore, here we see a vivid
contrast between death and God, between bearing fruit to death and
bearing fruit to God. This shows that when we were the old man and the
old husband, held under the law, everything we were and did was death.
The result was fruit to death. As a new man and the wife married to a
new husband, whatever we are and do is related to God. We bear fruit to
God. The phrase bear fruit to God means that God comes forth, that God
is brought forth as fruit. Thus, all we are and do must be the living God.
We must bring forth God as an overflow of God. In this way we have the
living God as our fruit, and we bear fruit to God. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 3064)

Today's Reading
In Romans 7:4 Paul puts together a funeral and a wedding. On the one hand,
we were buried; on the other hand, we were married, joined to another. We

have been made dead that we might be joined to another. In Romans 7:4 we
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have been made dead to be joined to another; in Galatians 2:19 we have died
to live. If we did not have two statuses, how could this be possible? We were
made dead according to our old status so that we might be joined to another
according to our new status. According to our new status, we are joined to Him
who has been raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit to God.

Romans 7:5 speaks of what we were..When we were in the flesh (v. 5),
we were the old husband. When we were discharged from the law (v. 6), we
became the wife. We have been discharged from the law regarding the old
husband, having died to that in which we were held.

By now it should be very clear who is the old husband. The old husband
is our old man. The wife is our regenerated new man. As the old man, we are
dead, and as the new man, we are living. We were dead as the old husband
but now are living as the wife. As we will see, the wife does two things—
bears fruit to God and serves in newness of spirit. (Life-study of Romans, p.
139)

Everyone who has received life has been joined to Christ [Rom. 7:4]. A
Christian has died with Christ through His death. He has also risen with
Christ and is now married to Him. Actually not only have we received a life,
but we have been joined to Christ’s life. A saved person is one who is risen
from the dead and who is joined to Christ. When we are joined to Him, we
are married to Him.

Romans 7:4b says, “..that we might bear fruit to God.” We do not refrain
from idols just because the law says that we should refrain from them. We
refrain from idols because the Holy Spirit is bearing His fruit in us. We have
the righteousness of the law, but this righteousness is not produced through
keeping the law; it is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. After we are saved, we can gain
the righteousness of the law without keeping the law. We are not saying that
after a man is saved, he does not need to keep the law and that he can sin at
will. We are saved by grace, and the Lord’s life is in us. Spontaneously we will
not sin. This is the fruit of the Spirit. (CWWN, vol. 60, p. 483)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 300
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 7:6-7 But now we have been discharged from the law, having died
to that in which we were held, so that we serve in newness of spirit and
not in oldness of letter. What then shall we say? Is the law sin? Absolutely
not! But I did not know sin except through the law; for neither did I know
coveting, except the law had said, “You shall not covet.”

[Romans 7:6 indicates that] since the old man has been crucified, the
regenerated new man is now free from the law of the old man (vv. 2-3; Gal.
2:19). Since the law was given to the old husband, the old man, not to the
wife, and since the old husband, the old man, died on the cross, the new
man, the wife, has been discharged from his law. Hence, we as the wife
and the new man are no longer under the law. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 3065)

Today's Reading

The law decreed by God functions in at least three ways. First, the law
portrays God and defines Him. As God’s testimony, the law is actually
a portrait of God; it shows us what He is like...Leviticus 19:2 gives this
commandment: “You shall be holy, for I, Jehovah your God, am holy.” The
Lord Jesus issued an even higher commandment: “You therefore shall be
perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:48). In both cases the
principle is the same: the law presents a picture of God. According to the
law He has given, God is perfect, holy, and righteous; He is a God of love and
of light.

The second function of the law is that of exposing us. This function is
presented in a full way in Romans 7. In verse 7 Paul [indicates that]...until
the law came, sin was dormant. In Romans 7:8 Paul says that “without the
law sin is dead.” Then in the next verse he goes on to say that “when the
commandment came, sin revived and I died.” Using the law as a knife, sin put
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Paul to death. In verse 11 Paul tells us that sin killed him by taking occasion
through the commandment. Thus, in his experience Paul found that the
commandment was death unto him. God used the law to expose him.

A third function of the law is the function of subduing us. After we are
exposed, we need to be subdued. Once the law has subdued us, it can then
bring us to God. The rich young man in Matthew 19 was defeated in his
contact with the Lord; however, he was not subdued. This was the reason
he went away sorrowful. If he had been subdued and had said, “Lord Jesus,
I cannot fulfill Your requirement to sell all | have and give to the poor,” the
Lord would have told him, “Since you cannot do it, simply let Me fulfill this
requirement for you.” The Lord wants to come into us, be our life, and fulfill
every requirement for us.

In Philippians 2:12 Paul says, “So then, my beloved, even as you have
always obeyed, not as in my presence only but now much rather in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” We need to
be subdued by Paul’s word and admit that we simply cannot work out our
own salvation. Then we shall appreciate Paul’s word in the following verse:
“For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His
good pleasure.” Although we cannot work out our own salvation, God is
operating in us both the willing and the working. This enables us to work out
our salvation according to God’s operating within us.

After we have been subdued by the law and tell the Lord that we cannot
fulfill His requirements, that we simply cannot be holy as God is or perfect
as the Father is, the Lord will say, “Simply open and receive Me. Let Me come
into you and fulfill these requirements for you. I want to be your holiness
and your perfection.” We cannot be holy, but we can be sanctified. Likewise,
we cannot be perfect, but we can be perfected. God’s desire is to come into
us to be our life and our person. In this way, He becomes one with us, and we
become one with Him. Then as He lives in us, we live Him. This is the basic
principle of the divine revelation in the Bible. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 754-
756)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 64
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 6:4 We have been buried therefore with Him through baptism into
His death, in order that just as Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.

7:6 But now we have been discharged from the law, having died to that
in which we were held, so that we serve in newness of spirit and not in
oldness of letter.

Romans 7:6 shows that as the wife we must...serve the Lord in newness
of spirit, not in oldness of letter. We have to realize that in 6:4 we have
the newness of life for our living; in 7:6 we have the newness of spirit for
our service. Newness of life issues from our being identified with Christ’s
resurrection and is for our walk in our daily life. Newness of spirit issues
from our being discharged from the law and being joined to the resurrected
Christ and is for our service to God. Thus, both newness of spirit and
newness of life are results of the crucifixion of the old man. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, p. 3065)

Today's Reading

Furthermore, both newness of life and newness of spirit are related
to the Spirit. The newness of life is related to Christ Himself in His
resurrection, who is the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). The spirit in the
phrase newness of spirit refers to our regenerated human spirit, in which
the Lord as the Spirit dwells (2 Tim. 4:22). We may serve in newness of
spirit because God has renewed our spirit. Everything that is related to
our regenerated spirit is new, and everything that comes out of our spirit
is new. Our regenerated spirit is a source of newness because the Lord, the
life of God, and the Holy Spirit are there. We need to learn how to exercise
our spirit continually.
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In our regenerated spirit there is nothing but newness. Oldness is not
with our regenerated spirit; it is with the old law, the old regulations, and the
old letters. Therefore, we should not serve in oldness of letter. By letter [Rom.
7:6] Paul means the code of the written law in the Bible. There are many
ordinances, requirements, and regulations in the Bible. If we do not have
the Spirit and instead desire to keep these ordinances, requirements, and
regulations, we will serve God in the oldness of the dead letter. We need to
realize that we, as the old man, have been crucified with Christ, and that we,
as the new man, are freed from the old man’s law and have been married to
our new Husband, the resurrected Christ, that we might bear fruit to God and
serve the Lord in newness of spirit. (The Conclusion of the New Testament,
pp. 3065-3066)

We all must learn how to exercise our spirit. When you come to the meetings
of the church, do not exercise your memory. Exercise your spirit. If you exercise
your spirit, you will have something new to offer the brothers and sisters.
This is also true in giving a message. If I retain a great deal of information in
my memory and try to give a message according to this memorized material,
that message will be old, filled with the oldness of dead knowledge. However,
if [ forget my memory and exercise my spirit as I give the message, something
new will burst forth. [ had this kind of experience during the Erie conference
in 1969. In one meeting [ stood up to speak but was not clear concerning the
content of the message. I stood by faith, exercising my spirit. Immediately, the
matter of the seven Spirits in the book of Revelation came forth. Everyone who
heard that message can testify that it was new, fresh, powerful, and living. That
was the first day the sevenfold intensified Spirit came forth.

As regenerated people who have been joined to Christ as the new
Husband, we must bear fruit to God. Whatever we do, are, and have must
be God Himself. God overflows from our being to become our fruit to God
Himself. We must also serve the Lord in newness of spirit, not in oldness
of letter, not in oldness of the law. We have nothing to do with the law any
longer. We have been freed from it. Now we are under grace, living with and
by our new Husband, who is Christ. (Life-study of Romans, pp. 143-144)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msg. 12
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

Lord, Thou art the lovely Bridegroom
Praise of the Lord — His Beauty

170

L
| 188

| NN
b
AN

. Dear Beloved, we admire Thee,

Who can tell Thy preciousness;
All Thy love we deeply treasure
And Thine untold loveliness.

. Thou art fairer than the fairest,

Thou art sweeter than the sweet;
Thou art meek and Thou art gracious,
None can €’er with Thee compete.

. Full of myrrh are all Thy garments,

And Thy lips are filled with grace;
In the savor of Thy suffering,
We in love Thyself embrace.

. It is with the oil of gladness

Thy God hath anointed Thee;
From the palaces of ivory
Praise shall ever rise to Thee.

. God hath blessed Thee, Lord, forever,

Thou hast won the victory;
Now we see Thee throned in glory
With Thy pow’r and majesty.

. Thou art the desire of nations,

All Thy worth they’ll ever prove;
Thou, the chiefest of ten thousand,
Ever worthy of our love.
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