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Week 45

The Lamb Whom the Overcoming Firstfruits Follow

Hymns: E1304

Scripture Reading: Rev. 14:1-5; Gen. 5:22-24; Heb. 11:5-6; Matt. 
24:45-51

Rev. 14:1 And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him a hundred and forty-
four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.

Rev. 14:2 And I heard a voice out of heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud 
thunder; and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harp-singers playing on their harps.

Rev. 14:3 And they sing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; 
and no one could learn the song except the hundred and forty-four thousand, who have been 
purchased from the earth.

Rev. 14:4 These are they who have not been defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are they who 
follow the Lamb wherever He may go. These were purchased from among men as firstfruits to 
God and to the Lamb.

Rev. 14:5 And in their mouth no lie was found; they are without blemish.
Gen. 5:22 And Enoch walked with God after he had begotten Methuselah three hundred years, and he 

begot more sons and daughters.
Gen. 5:23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty-five years.
Gen. 5:24 And Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him.
Heb. 11:5 By faith Enoch was translated so that he should not see death; and he was not found, because 

God had translated him. For before his translation he obtained the testimony that he had been 
well pleasing to God.

Heb. 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to Him, for he who comes forward to God 
must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

Matt. 24:45 Who then is the faithful and prudent slave, whom the master has set over his household to 
give them food at the proper time?

Matt. 24:46 Blessed is that slave whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing.
Matt. 24:47 Truly I say to you that he will set him over all his possessions.
Matt. 24:48 But if that evil slave says in his heart, My master delays,
Matt. 24:49 And begins to beat his fellow slaves and eats and drinks with the drunken,
Matt. 24:50 The master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour 

which he does not know,
Matt. 24:51 And will cut him asunder and appoint his portion with the hypocrites. In that place there will 

be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth.
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§ Day 1 & Day 2

I. Revelation 14:1-5 reveals Christ as the Lamb whom the 
overcoming firstfruits follow:

A. The firstfruits are the living overcomers, who will be the first ripe ones in 
God's field; hence, they will be reaped before the harvest as firstfruits to 
God and to the Lamb:

1. The firstfruits will be caught up to the heavenly Mount Zion, to the place of God's 
dwelling in the third heaven, in order to be in the presence of God and Christ.

2. The meaning of rapture is to be taken into the Lord's presence; in order to 
be taken into the Lord's presence, we must be in His presence today—Luke 
21:36; 2 Cor. 2:10; Hosea 6:2; 2 Tim. 4:8; Acts 26:16.

3. The rapture is for defeating the enemy and satisfying God; the Lord needs the 
man-child to fight against His enemy, but He needs the firstfruits even more 
for His satisfaction and enjoyment—Rev. 12:5; 14:1, 4b.

B. The Bible reveals two aspects of the rapture: the rapture of the 
overcomers before the great tribulation and the rapture of the majority 
of the believers at the end of the great tribulation—Matt. 24:40-41; Luke 
21:36; Rev. 3:10; 1 Thes. 4:15-17; Rev. 12:5; 14:1.

C. In Leviticus 23:10 we see a type of the rapture—the type of the crop 
ripening in the field—Matt. 13:24; Rev. 14:14-16:

1. The reaping of God's crop is what we call the rapture; this reaping indicates 
that the believers will be taken away from the earth—Matt. 13:30, 39b.

2. Part of the crop—the firstfruits—ripens earlier and is reaped earlier; the rest 
of the crop—the harvest—ripens later and is reaped later.

3. According to Revelation 14, there are two kinds of rapture—the rapture of 
the firstfruits and the rapture of the harvest—vv. 4b, 14-16.
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D. The firstfruits are raptured to the house of God in Zion as the fresh 
enjoyment to God; this is for God's satisfaction—Exo. 23:19a; Lev. 23:10; 
cf. John 20:17a.

E. The firstfruits have the name of the Lamb and the name of His Father 
written on their foreheads; this is the designation of their being one with 
the Lamb and with the Father and of their belonging to Them—Rev. 14:1b.

F. The firstfruits are the earliest among God's crop to reach maturity—Heb. 
5:14—6:1; 1 Cor. 2:6; Eph. 4:13; Phil. 3:15:

1. To be transformed is to be changed in our natural life; to be matured is to be 
filled with the divine life that changes us—Rom. 12:2; Eph. 3:19b.

2. For God's expression there is the need of maturity; only a mature life can bear 
God's image and exercise His dominion—Gen. 1:26; Rom. 5:10, 17, 21.

§ Day 3 & Day 4

II. In order for us to follow the Lamb and go on to maturity to 
become the firstfruits, we must walk with God by faith to escape 
death and obtain the testimony of being well pleasing to God:

A. The way to escape death and obtain the testimony of being well pleasing 
to God is to walk with God—Gen. 5:22-24; Heb. 11:5-6:

1. To walk with God is not to override God, not to be presumptuous, not to do 
things according to our own concept and desire, not to do things according to 
the current of the age, and not to do anything without God—cf. Psa. 19:12-13; 
Josh. 9:14b; Luke 24:15.

2. To walk with God is to take Him as our center and everything, to live and 
do things according to God and with God, according to His revelation and 
leading, and to do everything with Him—Rom. 8:4, 13-14; Gal. 2:2a; 2 Cor. 
5:14-15.
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3. To walk with God means that we do not live by what we are or can do but by 
the immortal life, which is Christ Himself—vv. 4, 9.

4. To walk with God is to have habitual fellowship with God, to be in constant 
touch with the Lord, and to be under His constant infusion—1 John 1:3; Phil. 
4:6; 2 Cor. 3:16, 18.

5. To walk with God is to continually exercise our spirit to enjoy the Blessed 
Trinity—Jude 14, 19-21.

6. To walk with God implies the denying of our self and everything that is of our 
self so that we may be one with Him; it implies that we have given ourselves 
to Him, that we will give in to Him and let Him take the lead—Matt. 16:24-25; 
2 Cor. 2:13-14.

B. To walk with God is to walk by faith—5:7; Heb. 11:5-6:
1. Faith means that we believe that God is—vv. 1-2, 6; 2 Cor. 4:13, 18:

a. Without faith it is impossible to please God, to make God happy—
Heb. 11:6a.

b. To believe that God is, is to believe that He is everything to us and 
that we are nothing—John 8:58; Eccl. 1:2.

c. To believe that God is implies that we are not; He must be the only 
One, the unique One, in everything, and we must be nothing in 
everything—Gen. 5:24; Heb. 11:5.

d. To believe that God is, is to deny our self; in the whole universe He is, 
and all of us are nothing—Luke 9:23.

e. I should not be anything; I should not exist; only He should exist—it 
is no longer I, but Christ—Gal. 2:20.

f. At his conversion the Lord told Saul of Tarsus, "I am Jesus"—Acts 
9:5:

 The Lord was saying, "I am the great I Am; I am the One who is; you 
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must believe that I am and that you are not."

Eventually, Saul was over, and Paul came up—13:9.

g. This is faith—"O the joy of having nothing and being nothing, seeing 
nothing but a living Christ in glory, and being careful for nothing but 
His interests down here"—J. N. Darby.

2. Faith means that we believe that God is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him—Heb. 11:6; Gen. 15:1; Phil. 3:8, 14:

a. Enoch's reward was the highest degree of life—escape from death—
Heb. 11:5a; 2 Cor. 5:4; Rom. 8:6, 10-11; 5:17.

b. The Lord is a rewarder, and we need to be His seekers—Psa. 27:4, 8; 
42:1-2; 43:4; 73:25; 119:2, 10.

C. Enoch, as the first person to be raptured, is the representative of all the 
overcomers who will be raptured while they are living—Matt. 24:37-51; 
Rev. 14:1; Luke 21:34-36:

1. Our being raptured depends on our being mature in the divine life by our 
walking with God—Heb. 6:1a.

2. Enoch continually walked upward with God day and night for three centuries, 
becoming closer to God and more one with God each day until "he was not, 
for God took him"—Gen. 5:24; cf. S. S. 8:5a.

§ Day 5

III. In order for us to follow the Lamb and go on to maturity to 
become the firstfruits, we must be faithful in service in the 
Lord's commission to give God as food to the members of 
His household so that we may win Christ as our reward in 
the coming kingdom—Matt. 24:45-51:

A. God has a household and a household administration, an economy, 
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to dispense Himself as food to the members of His household for His 
expression—1 Tim. 1:4; 3:15; Eph. 2:19.

B. God has set faithful and prudent slaves over His household as household 
administrators, stewards, channels of supply, to give His people food at 
the proper time—Matt. 24:45; 1 Cor. 9:17; Eph. 3:2; 1 Cor. 4:1; 1 Pet. 4:10; 
Phil. 1:25.

C. Give them food refers to ministering the word of God and Christ as the life 
supply to the believers in the church; Christ as the life-giving Spirit is our 
food, embodied and realized in the word of life—John 6:57, 63, 68; Acts 
5:20:

1. In order to enjoy the Lord as our spiritual food so that we can feed others, we 
must pray over and muse on His word, tasting and enjoying it through careful 
considering—Eph. 6:17-18; Psa. 119:15; Ezek. 3:1-4.

2. We must devote ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the word—Acts 6:4; 
2 Cor. 3:6, 8; John 7:37-39; cf. Heb. 7:25; 8:2.

§ Day 6
D. To say in our heart that our Master delays is to love the present evil age 

and not to love the Lord's appearing—Matt. 24:48; 2 Tim. 4:8, 10; cf. Acts 
26:16:

1. We must beware of covetousness, not storing up treasure for ourselves but 
being rich toward God—Luke 12:15-20; 2 Cor. 6:10; Eph. 3:8.

2. "Remember Lot's wife" is a solemn warning to the world-loving believers—
Luke 17:31-32; cf. Rom. 1:21, 25.

3. We must be watchful and beseeching so that the day of the Lord's coming 
would not come upon us suddenly as a snare—Luke 21:34-36; cf. Matt. 2:3.

E. To beat our fellow slaves is to mistreat our fellow believers—24:49a; 
18:3-7; Acts 9:4:
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1. We must not judge and condemn our fellow believers but be kind to them, 
tenderhearted, forgiving them, even as God in Christ forgave us—Luke 6:37; 
Eph. 4:31-32.

2. We must not revile or criticize our brothers but consider them more excellent 
than ourselves—1 Cor. 6:10; Phil. 2:2-3, 29: 

a. To revile a brother is to criticize or demean him harshly with abusive 
language—cf. Luke 17:2.

b. Those who take in reviling words bear the same responsibility as 
those who speak reviling words; such words damage the Body.

c. God will never entrust authority to those who by nature like to 
criticize others.

3. We must not lord it over our fellow believers but serve them as a slave to 
feed them with the resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit—1 Pet. 5:3; 
Matt. 20:25-28:

a. For one to lord it over the saints means that he replaces the Lord in 
their lives by making decisions for them or by telling them where to 
move, thus, insulting the headship and lordship of Christ.

b. If we tell others where they should go without encouraging them to 
pray, seek the Lord's leading, and have the proper fellowship in the 
Body, this is a great insult to the Lord!

F. To eat and drink with the drunken is to keep company with worldly 
people, who are drunk with worldly things—24:49b; cf. Eph. 5:18:

1. Because of their divine nature and holy standing, the believers should not be 
yoked together with the unbelievers; this should be applied to all intimate 
relationships between believers and unbelievers, not only to marriage and 
business—2 Cor. 6:14; 1 Cor. 15:33; cf. Prov. 13:20.

2. We must flee youthful lusts and pursue the all-inclusive Christ with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart—2 Tim. 2:22.
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WEEK 45 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Rev. 14:1 And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and 
with Him a hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the 
name of His Father written on their foreheads.

4 These are they who have not been defiled with women, for they are 
virgins…who follow the Lamb wherever He may go. These were purchased 

Revelation 14:1-4 reveals Christ as the Lamb whom the overcoming 

Today’s Reading
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WEEK 45 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Heb. 6:1 Therefore leaving the word of the beginning of Christ, let us be 
brought on to maturity…

Eph. 4:13 Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full 

stature of the fullness of Christ.

Today’s Reading
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WEEK 45 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

him.

Today’s Reading
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WEEK 45 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

take up his cross daily and follow Me.

Today’s Reading
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WEEK 45 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

master has set over his household to give them food at the proper time? 

Truly I say to you that he will set him over all his possessions.

Today’s Reading
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WEEK 45 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

give His life as a ransom for many.

Today’s Reading
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Christ comes quickly for His Bride
Hope of Glory — Preparing for Christ’s Return
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2. Virgins Christ comes quickly for, 

Those with oil an extra store, 

Not the fools who oil ignore— 

  Buy in time! 

For the oil a price we pay, 

Deal with self without delay, 

Fill your vessels every day— 

  Buy in time! 
 

3. For His servants Christ will come 

And reward each faithful one; 

Slothful ones will be undone— 

  Serve in time! 

Make your single talent count, 

All self’s problems now surmount, 

Serve with Christ, the living fount— 

  Serve in time! 
 

 

4. Christ comes quickly for His grain, 

Ripened firstfruits to obtain; 

Unripe harvest will remain— 

  Ripen now! 

From earth’s water grain must dry, 

From the world your soul deny; 

To mature the self must die— 

  Ripen now! 
 

5. Overcomers Christ will take, 

Those who all for Him forsake, 

Those who of first love partake— 

  Win in time! 

All the deadness overcome, 

With the living Christ be one, 

Toward the goal now swiftly run— 

  Win in time! 
 

6. Christ comes for His kingdom too; 

Heav’nly reign we must pursue, 

Let His rule our self subdue— 

  Yield in time! 

Rebel self must be dethroned, 

Lessons must not be postponed, 

Quickly yield to Christ enthroned— 

  Yield in time! 
 

WEEK 45 — HYMN 

 
 

Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points: 


