H=—t—5 Week Twenty-one
B2ty BAL The Mystery of the Church
1385 1 73 595 Hymns: E821
w%:. Bt+7, F+525 #%—1,5 9, 11, Scripture Reading: Rev. 10:7; Rom. 16:25; Eph. 1:1, 5,9, 11, 22-23;
22 ~23, =3~11, Aaj<17 3:3-11; 1 Cor. 6:17
[A— - -BA_] § Day 1 & Day 2

= VA% )5)'7,_ T=Z2+—F BT, &M17T k% 1. Ephesians 3:3-11 reveals that we may experience and enjoy
M FLEEEG 20 R Christ as the mystery of the church.

AN APIER A g AN, KRB FH 1L God's hidden purpose is the mystery, and the unveiling of
BT, XA BRGET—F T 55 this mystery is revelation; the Bible speaks of the revelation
25, $ =3, 5: of the mystery—Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:3, 5:

— ABHRMAEE S, EAGHEREIERLY, A.The mystery of Christ, the church, was hidden in other generations but
AEHAHKT B TER—D5 7o has been revealed in the New Testament age—v. 5.

ZRBARpEHK—AERAEN EE, 1204%  B.This mystery was hidden in God throughout the ages, but now the New
AR ZFER Testament believers, having been enlightened, are able to see it—v. 9.

ZEABNEARER BB TeEAAY S HBT  C The mystery of Christ has been revealed to the apostles and prophets in

dk—>5 T their spirit by revelation—v. 5:

| AR FEEBESEENER  BEEFANE B 1. The mingled spirit is the means by which the New Testament revelation
NEEENH S - concerning Christ and the church is unveiled to the apostles and prophets.

2 LAY R 52 SEREFIR » B TR B A 2. When our spirit is mingled with the divine Spirit, our spirit becomes the
BRI EEAREE R E ——MFIN 17 85— organ to which the mystery of Christ is revealed—1 Cor. 6:17; Eph. 1:17;
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3:5.

D.If we would see the revelation of the hidden mystery, we need to be
strengthened into our inner man, our regenerated spirit, and allow Christ
to make His home in our heart—vv. 14-17a.

E.In Romans 16:25 and 26 Paul speaks of the revelation of the mystery:
"The proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the
mystery, which has been kept in silence in the times of the ages but has
now been manifested.”

§ Day 3

III. The seventh trumpet, as the conclusion of the eternal economy
of the processed Triune God, closes the present age of mystery;
hence, Revelation 10:7 says, "The mystery of God is finished":

A."To seal up vision and prophet" (Dan. 9:24c) is to close the age of mystery,
that is, to finish the mystery of God (Rev. 10:7; 1 Tim. 3:9).

B.In the dispensations from Adam to Moses and from Moses to Christ,
everything was unveiled, manifested, and there was no mystery.

C. It will be the same in the dispensation of the millennial kingdom and in
the new heaven and new earth—everything will be unveiled, and then
there will be no more mystery.

D.Christ Himself (Col. 2:2), the church (Eph. 3:4-6), the kingdom of the
heavens (Matt. 13:11), the gospel (Eph. 6:19), the indwelling of Christ
(Col. 1:26-27), and the coming resurrection and transfiguration of the
saints as the end of this dispensation of mystery (1 Cor. 15:51-52) are all
mysteries that were hidden in times of the ages (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:5;
Col. 1:26).

E. All these mysteries will be completed, finished, and will be over at the
trumpeting of the seventh trumpet.
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N ARG XTI, TP D R WA 20k B0 L, F. At the trumpeting of the seventh trumpet, not only God's judgment of

AP0 B AL Z TR wrath upon the earth but also the mystery of God are finished.
£t NEBORAANKRITFAZINHK—2F4  GIn the dispensation from the incarnation of Christ to the millennial
X, B R———AF 2 B AL kingdom—the church age, the age of grace—everything is a mystery:

1 BB RO AR N - o AR R 48 —— 1.The incarnation of Christ, as the beginning of the age of mystery, is a
fERI= 16 ° mystery—1 Tim. 3:16.

[ ArY] § Day 4

2 BB R VM ——PE 2 2. Christ is the mystery of God—Col. 2:2.

3HSEREBHNBEM——FH=4~6 3. The church is the mystery of Christ—Eph. 3:4-6:

a BN A2 NEBNEREEEE > JiE a. Christ is a mystery, and the church, as the Body of Christ to express
FVE AR © Him, is the mystery of Christ.

b BEBSHESHN—F » JhE KR ——F32 b.Christ and the church as one spirit are the great mystery—5:32; 1
FRRIZS 17 « Cor. 6:17.

¢ FEASEML > B BB IEFEREE S E c. During the church age, the age of mystery, Christ is building up the
i ——K+75 18 U 16 B+ T7~9- church to be His bride—Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:16; Rev. 19:7-9.

4 ERIE - BENNE - IREENEENZR  4.The kingdom of the heavens, the indwelling of Christ, and the resurrection
R HEEM—R+=11> 75— 206 ~ 27 > ] and transfiguration of the saints are all mysteries—Matt. 13:11; Col. 1:26-27;
T 51~ 53 1 Cor. 15:51-53.

(AA] § Day 5
H G0 B FH A B AL IV. The mystery of the church is the ultimate mystery in the universe:
— BRTIRMATEL TRBENREML—H=9~11: A The church is the hidden mystery in God's eternal economy—Eph. 3:9-11:
| FEHBEILEW > HIVEEREE - A BB 1. The mystery of the universe is God, the mystery of God is Christ, and the
JrEAs—aal— 1 B H2 =4 mystery of Christ is the church—Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11; Col. 2:2; Eph. 3:4.
2 FIE LIS AT =201 AoF — NR I AR —— 2. According to Ephesians 3:4, the church has a particular title—the mystery of
FUEH AR, © Christ.
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3.In the ages before the New Testament, the mystery of the church was hidden
from men; it has been revealed to the apostles and the believers only in the
New Testament age—v. 5; Col. 1:26.

4. The mystery of the church was hidden from eternity past throughout the Old
Testament times, but in the New Testament age it has been manifested to all
the believers in Christ.

5.In the New Jerusalem God obtains an eternal and full expression in the man
whom He created; this is the ultimate mystery in the universe—the mystery
of the church—Eph. 5:32.

6. Our spirit needs to be strong and full of wisdom and revelation so that we
may know the mystery of the church—1:17.

7. The mystery of Christ and the mystery of the church are great and deep.

§ Day 6
B.The great mystery—Christ and the church—is the meaning of the
universe and of human life—Rev. 4:11; Eph. 5:32:

1. God's intention in His creation of all things, including man, was that man
would be mingled with God to produce the church—Zech. 12:1; Eph. 3:9.

2. The desire of God's heart is to have the mystery of Christ—the Body of Christ
as the increase and expression of Christ—1:5,9, 11, 22-23.

3. The Body life is the ultimate satisfaction of our spiritual experience—5:30.

4.The economy of the mystery hidden in God throughout the ages is the
mystery of the church as the Body of Christ—3:9-10.

5. The mystery of Christ and the mystery of the church should be our daily life;
without this mystery, our life would be merely the life of a human being, not
the life of a Christian—v. 4; 1 Tim. 3:15-16.
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WEEK 21 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:3-5 That by revelation the mystery was made known to me, as I
have written previously in brief, by which, in reading it, you can perceive
my understanding in the mystery of Christ, which in other generations
was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to
His holy apostles and prophets in spirit.

Ephesians 3:3-11 reveals that we may experience and enjoy Christ as the
mystery of the church.

Christ as the mystery of the church was not made known to man in other
generations but was revealed to the apostles and prophets in their spirit.
In Ephesians 3:4-5 Paul speaks of the mystery of Christ...This mystery is
God’s economy, which is to dispense Christ, as the embodiment of God, into
God'’s chosen people in order to produce a Body to be the increase of God’s
embodiment in Christ, that God may have a corporate expression.

Christ as the mystery of the church was hidden in other generations
but has been revealed in the New Testament age. In the New Testament
we have the revelation, the unveiling, of God’s economy. In other ages and
generations this economy was a hidden mystery. It was not made known to
Adam, to Abraham, to Moses, to David, or to Isaiah and the other prophets.
God’s economy, which is to dispense Himself into man in order to produce a
Body for His Son, had not been revealed to them. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 3375)

Today's Reading

Christ, the Son of God, is the embodiment of God. God’s economy is to
dispense Himself into a great number of human beings in order to produce
a Body for this embodiment of Himself. This means that the Son of God as
the embodiment of God requires a Body, an increase, an expansion. This
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expansion can be produced only by God’s dispensing of Himself into His
chosen people. This is the greatest mystery in the universe. God’s economy is
to dispense Himself into His chosen people in order to produce the Body as
the expansion of the Son of God for the full expression of God in the universe.
Nothing is greater or more important than this.

The mystery was revealed to the apostles and prophets in spirit. The
word spirit [Eph. 3:5] refers to the human spirit of the apostles and
prophets, a spirit regenerated and indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God. It can
be considered the mingled spirit, the human spirit mingled with God’s Spirit.
Such a mingled spirit is the means by which the New Testament revelation
concerning Christ and the church is revealed to the apostles and prophets.
We need the same kind of spirit to see such a revelation.

It is important to see that the hidden mystery is revealed to the apostles
and prophets, not in their mind but in their mingled spirit. Our spirit is
the organ in which God reveals His mystery to us...If we remain in our
mind, we will be unable to see God’s revelation, but if we turn to our spirit,
we will have the vision of God’s mystery. The revelation of God’s hidden
mystery in Ephesians 3 can be seen only when we are in our spirit. This is
the reason that the apostle Paul prayed that God would give us a spirit of
wisdom and revelation (1:17) so that we may understand the church, which
is the mystery of Christ. In order to see the hidden mystery in God’s eternal
economy, we should exercise not only our eyes to read the Word and our
mind to understand the Word but also our spirit to apprehend the Word. We
need to open our being, be poor in spirit, and pray that the Lord would reveal
to our spirit what is on His heart concerning the church.

Moreover, in order to see the revelation of the hidden mystery, we must be
strengthened into our inner man, our regenerated spirit, and allow Christ to
make His home in our heart (3:17). Being strengthened into the inner man is
the secret of seeing the revelation of the mystery. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 3375-3377)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 337
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WEEK 21 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 16:25-26 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my
gospel, that is, the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation
of the mystery, which has been kept in silence in the times of the ages but
has now been manifested, and through the prophetic writings...has been
made known to all the Gentiles for the obedience of faith.

We need to receive the same revelation given to the leading apostles
and prophets...We must receive it ourselves personally and subjectively by
being strengthened into our inner man. This revelation concerning Christ
and the church is the economy of God, the hidden mystery...If we do not
have the revelation, then we cannot be apostles and prophets. If we have
the revelation of God’s economy, we will be followers of the apostles and
prophets in God’s New Testament ministry. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 3377)

Today's Reading

Regarding Christ as the mystery of the church, Ephesians 3:6 says that “in
Christ Jesus the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the Body and
fellow partakers of the promise through the gospel.” The expression fellow
heirs indicates that in God’s New Testament economy the chosen, redeemed,
and regenerated Gentiles and the believing Jews are fellow heirs of God,
inheriting God. The phrase fellow members of the Body indicates that the saved
Gentiles and the saved Jews are fellow members of the one Body of Christ as
His unique expression. The words fellow partakers indicate that the Gentile
believers and the Jewish believers are fellow partakers of God’s promise given
in the Old Testament, concerning all the blessings of God’s New Testament
economy. Being fellow heirs is related to the blessing of the household of God;
being fellow members of the Body, to the blessing of the Body of Christ; and
being fellow partakers of the promise, to the blessing of the promise of God.
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In Ephesians 3 Paul tells us that the revelation of the mystery concerning
Christ for the church has been given to the apostles and prophets. Paul’s
revelation of Christ was mainly a revelation of Christ’s unsearchable riches.
According to verse 8, Paul announced the unsearchable riches of Christ as
the gospel. The riches of Christ are what Christ is to us, such as light, life,
righteousness, and holiness, what He has for us, and what He accomplished,
attained, and obtained for us. These riches of Christ are unsearchable and
untraceable.

To see and to understand such a mystery our human mentality is
altogether inadequate. This is why the apostle Paul prayed that God would
give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation (1:17) that we may understand the
church, which is the mystery of Christ.

In Romans 16:25 and 26 Paul speaks of...this mystery, which has been kept in
silence in the times of the ages but has been revealed in the New Testament age,
[which] is mainly of two aspects. The one is the mystery of God, which is Christ,
who is in the believers as their life and their everything that they may become
the members of His Body; the other is the mystery of Christ, which is the church
as His Body to express His fullness (Eph. 1:22-23). Therefore, Christ and the
church are the great mystery (5:32). The book of Romans first tells us how the
believers have been baptized into Christ (6:3), how Christ has been wrought
into the believers (8:10), and how the believers have put on Christ (13:14). Then
Romans reveals how the believers are built together in one Body (12:4-5) to
express Christ in local churches that have come into existence in many cities in a
practical way, with all the saints loving one another and fellowshipping with one
another among all the churches to express the Body of Christ for the fulfillment
of God’s mystery. The eternal God, through the apostles and prophets, has made
known this mystery to all the nations unto obedience of faith. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, pp. 3377-3378, 2058)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 29
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WEEK 21 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 10:7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel when he is
about to trumpet, then the mystery of God is finished...

Dan. 9:24 Seventy weeks are apportioned...to close the transgression,
and to make an end of sins, and to make propitiation for iniquity, and to
bring in the righteousness of the ages, and to seal up vision and prophet,
and to anoint the Holy of Holies.

In the dispensations from Adam to Moses and from Moses to Christ,
everything was unveiled, manifested, and there was no mystery. It will be the
same in the dispensation of the millennial kingdom and in the new heaven and
new earth—everything will be unveiled, and there will be no more mystery.
But in the dispensation from Christ to the millennial kingdom, everything is
a mystery. The incarnation of Christ, as the beginning of this dispensation
of mystery, is a mystery (1 Tim. 3:16). Christ Himself (Col. 2:2), the church
(Eph. 3:4-6), the kingdom of the heavens (Matt. 13:11), the gospel (Eph.
6:19), the indwelling of Christ (Col. 1:26-27), and the coming resurrection and
transfiguration of the saints as the end of this dispensation of mystery (1 Cor.
15:51-52) are all mysteries that were hidden in the times of the ages (Rom.
16:25; Eph. 3:5; Col. 1:26). All these mysteries will be over, completed, and
finished at the trumpeting of the seventh trumpet. At the trumpeting of the
seventh trumpet, not only God’s judgment of wrath upon the earth but also
the mystery of God are finished. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 299-300)

Today's Reading

At the completion of His judgment of the world, Christ will come back to
take full possession of the earth (Rev. 10:1-7; 18:1). The whole earth will
belong to Him; not one part of it will belong to anyone else. Today many
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nations are fighting to increase their territory, but they are fighting in vain,
for whatever they gain will eventually belong to Christ. In His coming back to
take possession of the earth, Christ will be like another Angel. A number of
times in the book of Revelation the title another Angel is used with respect
to Christ (7:2; 8:3; 10:1; 18:1). This title is used to denote Christ because, as
God’s Administrator, He behaves like an angel. In the Old Testament, Christ
was called the Angel of Jehovah (Gen. 22:11-12; Exo. 3:2-6) who was sent by
God to carry out God’s commission. When He comes to take over the earth,
He will come as One who has been commissioned by God for this purpose.
He will be another Angel with great authority and will come in His glory (Rev.
18:1). In His coming, Christ will place “His right foot on the sea and the left
on the land” (10:2). This indicates that He will tread upon the sea and the
land, which means that He will take possession of them (Deut. 11:24; Josh.
1:3). In the Bible, whatever your feet tread upon becomes your possession.
Since Christ will tread upon the sea and the land, both the sea and the
land will belong to Him. After Christ possesses the earth, He will finish the
mystery of God (Rev. 10:7). At that time the economy of God will be fully
manifested. It will no longer be a mystery but an open secret. (Life-study of
Revelation, p. 23)

The book of Colossians reveals that Christ is the embodiment of
the Triune God. “In Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily”
(2:9). The entire Triune God is embodied in Christ, for all the fullness
of the Godhead, that is, of the Triune God, dwells in Christ bodily.
Hence, the title Christ in Ephesians 3:11 indicates that this One is God’s
embodiment.

Because the Triune God has embodied Himself in Christ, Christ is the
mystery of God, the mysterious story of God. Outside of Christ there is no
God, and outside of Christ we cannot find God or contact God, because the
Triune God is altogether embodied in Christ. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 2051)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 189
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WEEK 21 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:2 That their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in
love and unto all the riches of the full assurance of understanding, unto
the full knowledge of the mystery of God, Christ.

Eph. 3:4 By which, in reading it, you can perceive my understanding in
the mystery of Christ.

The mystery of the universe is God. The mystery of God, the New
Testament reveals, is Christ (Col. 2:2). The mystery of Christ is the church
(Eph. 3:4). Actually, these are simply three stages of one mystery. God is to be
found in Christ, and Christ is to be found in the church. The church, then, is
the mystery of Christ, who in turn is the mystery of God, who Himself is the
mystery of the universe.

The mystery of God in Colossians 2:2 is Christ, whereas the mystery of
Christ in Ephesians 3:4 is the church. God is a mystery, and Christ, as the
embodiment of God to express Him, is the mystery of God. Christ is also a
mystery, and the church, as the Body of Christ to express Him, is the mystery
of Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2053)

Today's Reading

When we consider Ephesians 3:4 in context, we see that the mystery of
Christ is the church...God is a mystery, Christ is the mystery of God, and the
church is the mystery of Christ. Hence, the church is actually a mystery within
a mystery...The first stage is God Himself as the mystery of the universe; the
second stage is Christ as the mystery of God; and the third stage is the church
as the mystery of Christ.

In God’s economy...there are mainly two mysteries. The first mystery,
revealed in the book of Colossians, is Christ as the mystery of God. In
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2:2 Paul speaks of the “full knowledge of the mystery of God, Christ.”
Christ is God’s mystery. In Himself God is a mystery. He is real, living, and
almighty; however, He is invisible. Because no one has ever seen God, He
is a mystery. This mysterious God is embodied in Christ. Hence, Christ is
the mystery of God. Christ is not only God, but He is God embodied, God
defined, God explained, and God expressed. Therefore, Christ is God made
visible. The Lord Jesus said, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father”
(John 14:9). The first mystery in God’s economy is Christ, God expressed,
as the mystery of God.

The second mystery, revealed in the book of Ephesians and explained
in it, especially in chapter 3, is the mystery of Christ. Christ also is a
mystery. In Ephesians 3:4 Paul uses the expression “the mystery of Christ.”
Furthermore, Colossians 1:27 says, “To whom God willed to make known
what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” As believers, we have Christ dwelling in
us. But this Christ whom we have is a mystery. Although Christ lives in us,
worldly people do not realize that He is in us. To them, this is a mystery. But
although Christ is mysterious, the church is the manifestation of Christ. As
the Body of Christ, the church is the expression of Christ. When we see the
church, we see Christ. When we come into the church, we come into Christ.
When we contact the church, we contact Christ. The church is truly the
mystery of Christ.

As a mystery, the church is in the Triune God, in the Father, in the Son,
and in the Spirit. With the believers there is an amount of mystery, but not as
much as with the church. The divine mystery is much more with the church
corporately than with the believers individually. The church is a corporate
unit produced out of Christ, who is the mystery of God. This all-inclusive
Christ is the mystery of the mysterious God, and such a Christ as the mystery
of God produces a unit which is the church. By this we can realize that the
church is the continuation of the mystery which is Christ. Mystery surely
produces mystery. Christ, who is the mystery of God, brings forth the church,
the mystery of Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2053-2055)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 190
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WEEK 21 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:26 The mystery which has been hidden from the ages and from
the generations but now has been manifested to His saints.

Eph. 5:32 This mystery is great, but I speak with regard to Christ and the
church.

The believers have Christ, the mystery of God, dwelling in them (Col. 1:27),
but worldly people do not realize that He is in the believers. To them, this is
a mystery...Such a Christ as the mystery of God produces a mysterious Body,
the church. The mystery of Christ—the church—"in other generations was
not made known to the sons of men” (Eph. 3:5).

John the Baptist received more revelation than the Old Testament
prophets. He spoke concerning Christ being the Lamb of God who would
take away the sin of the world (John 1:29), being the One who would baptize
people in the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11), and being the Bridegroom who
would have the bride (John 3:29). However, not even John had a clear vision
concerning the church as the mystery of Christ. Hence, in the ages before the
New Testament, the mystery of the church was hidden from men. It has been
revealed to the apostles and believers only in the New Testament age (Eph.
3:5; Col. 1:26). (Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, pp. 136-138)

Today's Reading

[In Colossians 1:26] from the ages means from eternity, and from the
generations means from the times. The mystery of the church was hidden
from eternity past throughout the Old Testament times, but in the New
Testament age it has been manifested to all the believers in Christ. This
indicates that the saints today have the position and privilege to receive that
which was not revealed to God’s people in the Old Testament age. (Truth
Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, p. 139)
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The last mystery...is the mystery of the church. This mystery is in the
universe and also in the Bible, especially in Revelation. This is the ultimate
mystery.

From Genesis 1 to Revelation 22 [we go] from God, heaven and earth, and
man to Jesus Christ, to the church—the golden lampstand, and finally to the
holy city, New Jerusalem—the bride of the Lamb.

The Old Testament begins from God [Gen. 1:1], passes through heaven
and earth, and reaches man, even the spirit of man [Zech. 12:1]...Finally, at
the end of Revelation, when the city of New Jerusalem appears, it is a huge
golden lampstand, which is a great city on a great mountain. This great
city is the beloved bride of Christ. How glorious! Revelation 21:2 says, “I
saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” When Christ returns, He will
marry the church as His bride (19:7). The New Jerusalem is the ultimate
manifestation of this bride, the final fulfillment of that which is typified by
Eve in Genesis 2.

The God who created all things came into the midst of men through His
incarnation. This One who came was Jesus Christ. This Jesus Christ needed
to be enlarged, and His enlargement is the church. The church shining
brightly on the earth today is the golden lampstand. This golden lampstand
has God as its substance, Christ as its form, and the Holy Spirit shining for its
expression. In eternity the ultimate manifestation of this church is the New
Jerusalem, the beloved bride of Christ. Revelation 22:17 says, “The Spirit and
the bride say, Come!” The Spirit and the bride, having become one, speak
together as one. God and man will become an eternal couple. Therefore, the
New Jerusalem is the ultimate expression of God’s entering into man. This
is the story of the universe, the ultimate manifestation of the universe. God
obtains an eternal and full expression in the man whom He created. This is
the ultimate mystery in the universe—the mystery of the church. (CWWL,
1983, vol. 1, “The Five Great Mysteries in the Bible,” pp. 197-199)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, Isn. 13
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WEEK 21 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 3:15-16 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to
conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and base of the truth. And confessedly, great is the mystery of
godliness: He who was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen
by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up

in glory.

There is a relationship between creation and the church. God created
all things for the church. God created the heavens, the earth, and billions of
items in order to have the church. God’s intention in His creation of all things,
including man, was that man would be mingled with God to produce the
church. Zechariah 12:1 says that the Lord stretched forth the heavens, laid
the foundations of the earth, and formed the spirit of man within him. This
indicates that the heavens are for the earth, that the earth is for man, and
that man with the human spirit is for God. God’s marvelous creation, focused
on man, is for the purpose of producing the church. Therefore, Ephesians 3:9
speaks of the mystery hidden in God, who created all things.

The basis of God’s work in creation was God’s will and plan (1:10-11).
Revelation 4:11 says that all things were created according to God’s will. God
is a God of purpose, having a will of His own pleasure...God has a will, and
according to that will, He conceived His plan. Then according to that will and
plan, He created all things so that He may have the church. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, pp. 2055-2056)

Today's Reading
God’s heart’s desire is to have the real expression of Christ, the Body of

Christ, the increase of Christ. Furthermore, this is the ultimate satisfaction
of man’s spiritual experience. Unless you attain to this ultimate point, you
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can never be fully and ultimately satisfied. You may attain to some level of
satisfaction through a certain amount of spiritual seeking and exercise; but
after you achieve this satisfaction, you will still feel that you are short of
something. You will never be fully satisfied until the Lord brings you to this
ultimate point and you realize that you are a member of the Body of Christ.
You will never be ultimately satisfied until you realize that this Body is the
expression of Christ, the increase of Christ, and the enlargement of Christ.
And you will never attain to this highest level of satisfaction until you are
continually receiving the power of the Holy Spirit to reject yourself and give
Christ as the Spirit the ground, chance, and opportunity to live in you and
through you. When you reach this point, you will realize the genuine church
life. Then you will be satisfied in an ultimate way. You will say to the Lord,
“O Lord, this is it. This is what You want and what [ need. This is Your heart’s
desire and the very thing that I have been looking for.” Especially in these last
days, the Lord is seeking to recover the last of the divine things. Thus, we all
must go along with the Lord to give Him the free way. (CWWL, 1961-1962,
vol. 4, “The Mystery of God and the Mystery of Christ,” pp. 181-182)

If we want to know about the life that a Christian should live, we have to
know about the mystery of Christ. The mystery of Christ should be our daily
life. Without this mystery our life would just be the life of a human being;
it would not be the life of a Christian. The Christian life is a mystery, and
this mystery has to do with Christ. This Christ is already in us as our life. He
lives in us daily. In our daily life, everything whether positive or negative,
enjoyable or bitter, should be the expression of this mystery. The reason for
this is that we are not the one who is living, but a mysterious One is living
within us. Everyone in the world lives unto themselves. Whether they are
happy or sorrowful, there is no mystery at all. But a Christian is different. In
smooth circumstances he would give thanks. In adverse circumstances he
would offer up praise. Others are bewildered by him. This is the mysterious
story of Christ. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “The Mysteries in God’s New Testament
Economy,” p. 192)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “The Mysteries in God’s New
Testament Economy,” ch. 2
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WEEK 9 — HYMN

The Church the vessel is to Christ

The Church — The Vessel of Christ 821
D A’/E D/Ff G D/A A D G D/F§ D A/E E’ A
4 I I |
i ” - z ~— 1 i T i
1. The Churchthe ves - sel s to Christ, Him to con - tain and Him ex - press,
G B’/F§ Em Em/G A E’/B  A/CE A D A/C§  Bm G D/A A’ D
T T T T o T T T T T

T I o ) )

- dy d(l)th M:Iin’s life show foryth, his  life pos - sesé.
2. As was the temple to the ark,

Receptacle and resting-place;

So Christ the Church’s content is,

And in the Church, Christ’s dwelling-place.

3. As Christ is God’s true mystery,
God to explain and God express;
So is the Church Christ’s mystery,
Christ to explain and manifest.

4. The members of the Church of Christ
Are all primarily of clay;
They need to be transformed and made
Transparent, precious day by day.

5. By transformation they are built,
A vessel they to Christ afford;
His all-inclusiveness they hold;
Transparent, they express the Lord.

6. Thru all the transformation work
The triune God performs in them,
The Church a corporate vessel is
And like the new Jerusalem.

7. How precious she in each respect,
Transparent too in every phase;
Christ with God’s fulness she contains,
Christ with God’s glory she displays.

8. With Christ as life, with God as light,
And with the Spirit’s living flow,
The triune God she manifests
For all the universe to know.




FA - BE Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




	第二十一周 Week 21
	纲要 Outline
	晨兴喂养 Morning Nourishment
	周一 Day 1
	周二 Day 2
	周三 Day 3
	周四 Day 4
	周五 Day 5
	周六 Day 6

	诗歌 Hymn


