%+ Week Nineteen

A AE AT A B 69 AR —A% The One Who Is Formed in the Believers
E 80 L 3 378 Hymns: E499
% m—15~16, =20, =29, W5, 19, Scripture Reading: Gal. 1:15-16; 2:20; 3:29; 4:5, 19; Eph. 3:17a; 2
H=17L HE=18, FAN29, +=2L Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29; 12:2a
[A—] §Day 1
T HARTEABEEAMNA LR AREYW 1. The New Testament reveals that Christ is deeply related
KBk, #FHMEBZE5RMNA TN KR — to our inner being and desires to have a subjective
Hm—15~16, = 20: relationship with us—Gal. 1:15-16; 2:20:
— FERE LT B TR F e fi]———15~16:  A.God revealed His Son to Paul and to us—1:15-16:
I +ARTIER “BR X R EZE - 1. The word reveal in Galatians 1:16 is crucial and of utmost importance.
2 BeEARE (M AEE) 80 ER (BR) 2.To reveal is to make known (divulge) or to show plainly (display) something
TR IREHIEY) - that has been kept secret.
SNSRI ERZ FBNAXER B 3.In the New Testament revealed is used in a profound manner related to our
N XEE——2—17 (Er) V18 (&) » #kAl spirit—Rom. 1:17; 8:18; 1 Cor. 2:10; 1 Pet. 1:5; 5:1.

10 CBm) o feEi—S (B3 - A1 (Bi) -
4 FRHtAY LB ga A AR TE R A2 4. God's revealing of His Son to us is in us; it is not outward but inward, not by

EHY  JIRINAER s AEEEIENRS T2l an outward vision but an inward seeing.
EHENEN -

5 TR OLVE > BRI LR RERATR R > (HIR 5.God's heart's desire is to reveal His Son in us so that we may know Him,
TTAEM  BEZ A ER TR Edy - (B+1E30 = receive Him as our life (John 17:3; 3:16), and become sons of God (1:12; Gal.
16 ) BEAMHEYLF  (— 120 IS ~6¢ ) 4:5-6).
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§ Day 2 & Day 3

B.In Galatians 2:20 we see the most basic truth of God's economy—no

II.

longer I but Christ living in me:

1. When Christ was crucified according to God's economy, we were included in
Him; this is an accomplished fact—Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20; 6:14.

2.We have died to the law and live to God through the organic union with
Christ—John 15:4-5; 1 Cor. 6:17; Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Thes. 1:1.

3.The "I" in Galatians 2:20 refers not only to Paul but to each one of us, and
Paul's testimony is also our testimony:

a."l am crucified with Christ"—v. 20a.

b."Itis no longer [ who live, but it is Christ who lives in me"—v. 20b.

c. "The life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith of the Son
of God"—v. 20c.

d."The Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me"—v. 20d.

e."What from Thee can separate me? / Thou wilt love me to the end! /
Oh! Thy love is so prevailing, / E'en Thyself with me to blend! / We
two one will be forever; /I am Thine and Thou art mine! / This will be
my testimony: / In Thy love we'll ever twine!"—Hymns, #152, stanza 4.

§ Day 4

Christ was crucified (Gal. 3:1) to redeem us out of the curse
of the law (v. 13) and rescue us out of the evil religious
course of the world (1:4), and He was resurrected from the
dead so that He might live in us (2:20) and be formed in us
at our maturity (4:19).
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I1I. In Galatians 4:19 Christ is presented as the One who is formed
in the believers:

A.Christ, a living person, is the focus of Paul's gospel—1:16; Rom. 1:1,
3-4.

B. Paul's preaching was to bring forth Christ, the Son of the living God, in the
believers—Gal. 1:15-16; 2:20; 4:19.

C. Christ is now living in us, and He will be formed in us—v. 19.

D.Paul was travailing so that Christ might be formed in the believers for
their full sonship—wvv. 5, 19.

IV. According to Paul's usage in the New Testament, the word
form refers to the outward expression of the inner being
(Phil. 2:6); what we are is expressed in our form, that is, the
outward expression of our inner being.

V. To have Christ formed in us is to have Christ fully grown in
us—Gal. 4:19; Eph. 4:13-16:

A.First, Christ was born into us at the time we repented and believed into
Him, then He lives in us in our Christian life (Gal. 2:20), and finally, He will
be formed in us at our maturity.

§ Day 5

B.To have Christ formed in us is to allow Him to permeate our whole being
and saturate our inward parts—4:19; Eph. 3:17a; Col. 3:4, 10-11:

1. When Christ occupies our inner being in this way, He is formed in us—Psa.
51:6.
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2.We need to allow Christ to saturate every part of our inner being; He
must occupy us and saturate our mind, emotion, and will—Phil. 2:5;
Eph. 3:17a.

3.To have Christ possess our entire being is to have Him formed in us—Gal.
4:19.

C. For Christ to make His home in our hearts, He needs to be able to settle
down within us, and this requires that we allow Christ to make His home
in all the parts of our inner being; this is to have Christ formed in us—
Eph. 3:17a.

D.To have Christ formed in us is to allow the all-inclusive Spirit to occupy
every part of our inner being—Gal. 4:19; 3:2-3, 14:

1. Christ should not only spread into our mind, emotion, and will; He should
actually become our mind, emotion, and will—Phil. 2:5; 1 Cor. 2:16.

2.Everything other than Christ must diminish, and Christ must become
everything to us in our experience; this is to have Christ formed in us.

E.To have Christ formed in us is to have Christ mingled with our whole
being—6:17:

1. In every part of our being, Christ should be mingled with us—Eph. 4:23.

2. Christ must permeate us and saturate us until He is completely blended with
us; then He will be formed in us—3:17a; Gal. 4:19.

F. Paul's word about Christ being formed in the believers implies that we
are being constituted with Christ—Col. 1:27; 3:4, 10-11:

1. Christ is living in us, He is being formed in us, and He is becoming our
constitution; Christ is now living in us so that we may be constituted with
Him organically—Gal. 2:20; Col. 3:4, 10-11.

2. Eventually, our whole being will be constituted with the element of Christ, for
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He will constitute every part of our soul so that we may have His form, His
image, in every part of our being—2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29.

G.The word formed in Galatians 4:19 corresponds to the word image in 2
Corinthians 3:18:

1. Christ with His element is working within us organically so that we may have
His form and express His image—Rom. 8:29.

2. Christ's being formed in us depends on our being transformed into His
image—2 Cor. 3:18.

3. Our being transformed into His image and His being formed in us cause us to
be conformed to His image; our being conformed to His image is the issue of
His being formed in us—Gal. 4:19; Rom. 8:29.

§ Day 6

H.To have Christ formed in us is to have the three parts of our soul—our
mind, emotion, and will—renewed—12:2a; Eph. 4:23:

1. In order for our mind, emotion, and will to be renewed, Christ must saturate
our mind, emotion, and will and replace the self and the world in our soul
with Himself—Rom. 12:2a.

2.1f we are renewed in this way, every part of our inner being will bear the
image of Christ—2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29.

VI. Christ needs to be formed in us so that we may be sons of
full age and heirs to inherit God's promised blessing and so
that we may mature in the divine sonship—Gal. 3:14, 26, 29;
4:5-6:

A. Galatians 3:26 says, "You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus";
the expression sons of God refers to sons of full age.
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B.Under the old testament, God's chosen people were considered infants;
now under the new testament, they are considered sons of full age, who
will inherit the promised blessing—the all-inclusive Spirit of Christ.

C. Christ must mature in us in order for us to be heirs for the full enjoyment
of the Triune God as our inheritance; the Holy Spirit is the pledge of our
inheritance—Eph. 1:13b-14; 1 Pet. 1:4.

D.We need to pray that the Lord will bring us into the experience and
enjoyment of Christ, who has been born into us, is now living in us, and
will be formed in us at our maturity in order that we may be sons of full
age and heirs of God's promised blessing and that we may mature in the
divine sonship—Gal. 3:29; 4:6, 19.
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WEEK 19 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 1:15-16 But when it pleased God, who set me apart from my
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me
that I might announce Him as the gospel among the Gentiles, immediately
I did not confer with flesh and blood.

When Saul of Tarsus, on his way to Damascus to bind those who call upon
the Lord’s name, was opposing Christ and persecuting the churches, Christ
appeared to him. When Christ met him there, he saw Christ, was captured
by the appearing of Christ, and became Paul the apostle. Years after his
conversion, the apostle declared in Galatians 1:15-16 that it pleased God
to reveal His Son in him. Here Paul did not say that Christ revealed Himself
to him but that the Father in His pleasure revealed Christ into Paul. This
revelation was not merely an outward vision but an inward seeing...This
inner vision made him and qualified him to be an apostle in order that he
might present the very Christ who had been revealed in him, rather than
merely teaching doctrines and theology according to a certain religion. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3257)

Today's Reading

[Galatians 1:11-12] reveals that Paul’s gospel was not taught by man,
that man was not the source of his gospel, and that he received a marvelous
revelation of the gospel directly from the Lord Himself. Here the revelation of
Christ does not refer merely to a revelation received through Jesus Christ or
to the revelation concerning Christ. Rather, it refers to the person of Christ,
who was revealed in the apostle. Paul received the gospel through such a
personal revelation. Revelation is the opening of the veil in order to show
something hidden from view.
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The gospel that the apostle received through the revelation of Christ is
the center of God’s revelation in the New Testament (Rom. 1:1, 9). Paul’s
gospel is a revelation of the Triune God processed to become the all-
inclusive life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17; Gal. 3:2, 5, 14). His
gospel is centered on the Triune God being our life in order to be one with
us and to make us one with Him so that we may be the Body of Christ
to express Christ in a corporate way (Rom. 8:11; 12:4-5; Eph. 1:22-23).
The focal point of Paul’s gospel is God Himself in His Trinity becoming
the processed all-inclusive Spirit to be life and everything to us for our
enjoyment so that He and we may be one to express Him for eternity (Gal.
4:4, 6; 3:13-14, 26-28; 6:15).

The Son of God, as the embodiment and expression of God the Father
(John 1:18; 14:9-11; Heb. 1:3), is life to us (John 10:10; 1 John 5:12; Col.
3:4). God’s heart’s desire is to reveal His Son in us that we may know Him,
receive Him as our life (John 17:3; 3:16), and become the sons of God (1:12;
Gal. 4:5-6)...The Judaizers had bewitched the Galatians into considering
that the ordinances of the law were above the Son of the living God. Hence,
in the opening of this Epistle the apostle testified that he had been deeply
involved and had become far advanced in the realm of Judaism, but that God
had rescued him out of that course of the world, which was evil in God’s eyes,
by revealing His Son in him. In his experience he realized that there was no
comparison between the Son of the living God and Judaism with its dead
traditions handed down from his forefathers.

In 1:16 Paul emphasizes the fact that the Son of God was revealed in
him. This indicates that God’s revealing of His Son to us is in us; it is not
outward but inward, not by an outward vision but by an inward seeing. It is
not an objective revelation but a subjective one. Moreover, Paul says that it
pleased God to reveal His Son in him...Nothing is more pleasing to God than
the unveiling, the revelation, of the living person of the Son of God. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3257-3259)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 324
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WEEK 19 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 2:19-20 For I through law have died to law that I might live to
God. I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is
Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up
for me.

Galatians 2:20 does not speak of an exchanged life...On the one hand,
Paul says, “It is no longer I who live”; on the other hand, he says, “I live.” If
you consider this verse as a whole, you will see that there is no thought of
an exchanged life. Here what is presented is not an exchange; rather, it is a
profound mystery. (Life-study of Galatians, pp. 81-82)

Today's Reading

The book of Galatians reveals the basic truths of God’s New Testament
economy. Among these basic truths, the most basic one is found in 2:20.
Because the truth of no longer I, but Christ living in me is so basic, it is
also mysterious; and because it is mysterious, it has not been properly
understood by Christians throughout the centuries. Therefore, we look to the
Lord that He would make this basic truth clear to us.

The law requires me, a sinner, to die, and according to that requirement,
Christ died for me and with me. Hence, through law we have died in Christ
and with Christ. Therefore, the obligation under the law, the relationship
to the law, has been terminated. To live to God means to be obligated to
God in the divine life. In Christ’s death our relationship with the law has
been terminated; in His resurrection we are responsible to God in the
resurrection life.

We have become dead to the law so that we may live to God. As long as we
still hold to any kind of law, whether the Mosaic law or our self-made law, we
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cannot live to God. However, when we are cut off from the law by means of
the organic union with Christ, we spontaneously live to God.

To be dead to law means that we have been discharged from the law in
which we were held. Romans 7:6 says, “Now we have been discharged from
the law, having died to that in which we were held.” Having been liberated
from obligation to the law, we may now walk in newness of life (6:4).
However, walking in newness of life depends upon the cutting we experience
in the organic union with Christ. The more we experience the cutting, the
more we live to God and walk in newness of life.

Because we have died to law, we are no longer obligated to keep the law by
the striving of the flesh (Gal. 3:3). Whenever we have a certain self-made law,
we always strive to keep it by the strength of the flesh, not by the Spirit. To be
living unto God is to be obligated to God in the divine life, to be responsible to
God in the resurrection life. In the organic union with Christ, we experience
resurrection life. In this resurrection life we are held to God spontaneously
and are obligated to Him. This also depends on the organic union.

Because we have been crucified with Christ, it is no longer we who live,
but Christ lives in us. We no longer live in the old man, the natural man.
Rather, Christ lives in us. Then in resurrection we live in the faith of the Son
of God. To live in the faith of the Son of God means to live in the organic union
with the Son of God, which comes through our believing in Him.

We live to God with Christ (Rom. 6:8, 10) and through the Spirit (Gal. 5:16,
25). This is the enjoyment of the processed Triune God in our experience.
This experience depends on our appreciation of the loveliness and
preciousness of the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus is infinitely precious, but our
presentation of Him is not always adequate...If we present Him adequately,
others will be infused with His preciousness, and they will spontaneously
appreciate Him. This appreciation will become their faith, which will operate
in them to unite them with the Lord Jesus organically. Here in this organic
union we are dead to the law and alive to God. (Life-study of Galatians, pp.
82, 78-80)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msgs. 9—10
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WEEK 19 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him
in order that the body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer
serve sin as slaves.

John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and
I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

Galatians 2:20 explains how through law we have died to law. When
Christ was crucified, we were included in Him according to God’s economy.
This is an accomplished fact. We have died in Christ through His death, but
now He lives in us through His resurrection. His living in us is entirely by
His being the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). This point is fully developed
in the following chapters of Galatians, where the Spirit is presented and
emphasized as the very One whom we have received as life and in whom we
should live. (Life-study of Galatians, p. 85)

Today's Reading

Paul concludes Galatians 2:20 by referring to the Son of God as the One
“who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” In writing these words, Paul
was filled with appreciation of the Lord Jesus...Faith comes from such an
appreciation of the Lord Jesus.

In 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 Paul says, “The love of Christ constrains us
because we have judged this, that One died for all, therefore all died; and He
died for all that those who live may no longer live to themselves but to Him
who died for them and has been raised.”...The more we appreciate Christ’s
constraining love, the more faith we will have. This faith...is produced by the
working in us of the very Christ whom we appreciate. In our appreciation
for the Lord Jesus, we will say, “Lord Jesus, I love You and I treasure You.” As
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we speak such words to the Lord, He operates within us and becomes our
faith. This faith brings about an organic union in which we and Christ are
truly one.

God’s economy is not that we try to keep the law in the strength of our
flesh. His economy is to work Himself into us. The Triune God has become the
processed God. Through incarnation Christ came in the flesh to fulfill the law
and then to set it aside. Through His resurrection Christ has become the life-
giving Spirit, ready to enter into us. God’s New Testament economy is for the
processed Triune God to be wrought into us to become our life and our very
being. If we see this, we will be able to proclaim that we have been crucified
with Christ and that we live no longer. Nevertheless, Christ lives in us, and we
live by the faith that is in Him and of Him. Our old person has been crucified,
but the new person, the new “I,” still lives. Now we live by the faith in the Son
of God and of the Son of God, a faith that produces an organic union in which
we and Christ are one. There is no comparison between keeping the law and
such an organic union.

Galatians 2:20 is a revelation of God’s economy. In His economy God’s
intention is for the processed Triune God to be wrought into our being to
make us a new person, a new “I.” The old person, the old “I,” the “I” without
God, is over; but the new person, the new “I,” the “I” with the Triune God in
it, still lives. We live with Christ and by Christ. Furthermore, we live by faith,
which is the means to bring us into oneness with Him. In this organic union
we are one with the Lord, for we have one life and one living with Him. When
we live, He lives. He lives in us, and we live with Him.

I can testify that because | have seen this heavenly vision, nothing
can move me. | am willing to give my whole life for such a vision of God’s
economy. The old person has been crucified with Christ, and Christ now lives
in me, the new person. The life that I now live, I live in faith, the faith of the
Son of God and in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
Here we have the mingling of the Triune God with the tripartite man. How
wonderful! (Life-study of Galatians, pp. 87-90)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msg. 12
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WEEK 19 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 4:19 My children, with whom I travail again in birth until Christ is
formed in you.

Phil. 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.

Travail refers to painful labor in childbirth. In this metaphor Paul likens
himself to a mother who gives birth to a child. He labored in this way to
regenerate the Galatians when he first preached the gospel to them. Because they
deviated from the gospel that he had preached to them, he was toiling again in
travail until Christ would be formed in them. (Life-study of Galatians, p. 200)

Today's Reading

Paul was in travail that Christ might be formed in the Galatians.
Christ, a living person, is the focus of Paul’s gospel. His preaching, which
differed greatly from the teaching of the law in letters, was to bring
forth Christ, the Son of the living God, in the believers. Hence, the book
of Galatians is emphatically Christ-centered. Christ was crucified (3:1)
to redeem us out of the curse of the law (v. 13) and rescue us out of the
evil religious course of the world (1:4); and He was resurrected from the
dead (v. 1) that He might live in us (2:20). We were baptized into Him,
being identified with Him, and have put Him on, clothing ourselves with
Him (3:27). Thus, we are in Him (v. 28) and have become Him (v. 29;
5:24). On the other hand, He has been revealed in us (1:16), He is now
living in us (2:20), and He will be formed in us (4:19). To Him the law
has conducted us (3:24), and in Him we are all sons of God (v. 26). Itis in
Him that we inherit God’s promised blessing and enjoy the all-inclusive
Spirit (v. 14). Furthermore, it is in Him that we are all one (v. 28)...We
need Him to supply us with His grace in our spirit (6:18) that we may
live Him.
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When the Galatian believers were regenerated through Paul’s preaching
of the gospel to them the first time, Christ was born into them but not formed
in them...To have Christ formed in us is to have Christ fully grown in us. First,
Christ was born into us at the time we repented and believed in Him, then He
lives in us in our Christian life (2:20), and, finally, He will be formed in us at
our maturity.

[Galatians] 4:19 points out that Paul’s burden was not to carry on a
Christian work but was to have Christ formed in the believers. Through
Paul’s preaching, Christ had entered into the Galatians. But because they
had been deceived, Christ had not yet grown in them and had not been
formed in them. Therefore, Paul labored again, like a mother laboring in
giving birth, that Christ would be formed in the believers. Paul wrote out of
the burden to minister Christ into the saints. He was burdened that Christ
would be established, built up, in them. Galatians tells us that Christ is
revealed in us and that He lives in us. Now we see that Christ must also be
formed in us.

Ministering Christ to others is not accomplished easily. It often requires
suffering and struggle. Ministering Christ is much more difficult than carrying
on an ordinary Christian work. If you would bear the burden, with a sincere
heart, to minister Christ to others, you will discover what labor and suffering
it requires. You will need to labor like a mother giving birth to a child.

The goal of our service in the church or in the ministry must be to
minister Christ into others. It is not adequate simply to say that we preach
the gospel, for it is possible to preach the gospel without ministering Christ
to others. Our burden must be the ministering of Christ. Once again I say
that this requires labor and suffering. It demands prayer, patience, and love.
According to our experience, such a ministry is a battle, a wrestling. The
subtle one, the enemy of God, is active to bring in frustration or distraction...
Hence, we must learn from Paul to be burdened to minister Christ and also to
appeal to the saints’ affection that their hearts may be touched. (Life-study of
Galatians, pp. 200-202)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msg. 22
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WEEK 19 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

Rom. 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated
to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn
among many brothers.

According to the context of the book of Galatians, to have Christ formed
in us is to allow Him to permeate our being and saturate our inward parts.
When Christ occupies our inner being in this way, He is formed in us. In
order to have Christ formed in us, we need to drop everything other than
Christ Himself, no matter how good these things may be...Although the law
was given by God, it must be set aside so that all the ground in our being may
be given over to Christ. We need to allow Him to saturate every part of our
inner being. He must occupy us and saturate our mind, emotion, and will. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3311-3312)

Today's Reading

For Christ to make home in our hearts, He needs to be able to settle down
within us. This is to have Christ formed in us.

To have Christ formed in us is to allow the all-inclusive Spirit to occupy
every part of our inner being. The law should not have any room in our
mind, emotion, or will. All the ground within us must be for Christ...We
should let Christ be our thought, our decision, our love, and everything to
us...Everything other than Christ must diminish, and Christ must become
everything to us in our experience. To have Christ formed in us is to have
Christ mingled with our whole being. In every part of our being...Christ
should be mingled with us. Christ must saturate us and permeate us until He

2024 December Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 07 - Page 9



HEAT, BB Ee s KA, X4, ML ERY
EHRMNET, XEAMBLE SR EE ZWH KR,

RERAEBEANEGRETHNIE, &KL
WEEHHR. EETEERNMNET, &PER
B, FRARNIMEE. LEFAPERNET,
JiE—EmAENNE, R CE T ZUME T
FMBBATHAA— 0B, BRMEXR., B4,
BAT2 AK i E BT R K, XA, M
R BN R F— 0, ERANTZ0EF— 30 4
HAETR . B

EBEAMEXRANE®E, FEIAE T E M KB &K
ME®. ey FrE ik T KATE TR, HEH K K T
FATEIA B X AN AEEEN TR FERNE &
F, LR EFWTEMRERNETNE, XEFE
B, HENNE AN TER X, AXLE
T, —MEAARE ——EBREETE A EIRA]
BEw, FERINWFAREE. HFTHET, EEHRNW
Fr 2B REH KB, EARNAERS, BRBRMF; X
TimAENER, BRINFERIETEE,

MUAWE+TITEH “BH”, GHREZE+T/\TH
“BR” MM, R E—THR. EELTRT LR
ME®, ERNEMNVEFERZE LR, EFEEN
—fr, #EERMATELERNETENNEL, UHE
TR AT, ERNFRAMBEIR, FRZEHAT K.

REAEREZEZRN, FH “TH” (HKEZ18) fo
“ERT (FN29) FEH, EERVEXRNER, &£
TRATEE A RE T o BATE BA KA KA Y
B, wtEA RV ERNET, H Rk, HAEWA
BRAMBITGE, R R AR R, 3tERNEAE
BRAE T B BATHAR RA T &, T7 2R & 7 BAT
BEHHER., (FARRE+ M, tELAT. D

S M AH EeRE, FZT =R

O MFE+AFXFEILK-FO07TA RMES-51031

is completely blended with us; then He will be formed in us. This indicates
that He desires to have a very subjective relationship with us.

Paul’s word about Christ being formed in the believers implies that we
are being constituted with Christ. Christ is living in us, He is being formed
in us, and He is becoming our constitution. To have Christ formed in us is
a living, organic matter...He intends to constitute our whole being—our
mind, emotion, and will—with Himself. Eventually, our whole being will be
constituted with the element of Christ. This means that He will constitute
every part of our soul so that we may have His form, His image, in every part
of our being.

For Christ to be formed in us means that His element is being constituted
into us...His being is becoming our being, and His constitution is becoming our
constitution. This is a matter not merely of the element of Christ being within
us but of having the element of Christ constituted into us. To be constituted
with Christ in this way involves a process of organic transformation and
formation. In this process something living—Christ with His element—is
being constituted into, wrought into, our being. The New Testament reveals
that Christ is deeply related to our being. This is not merely a concept, theory,
or theology; it is a divine fact that we need to experience in full.

The word formed in Galatians 4:19 corresponds to the word image in 2
Corinthians 3:18...This image is a form. Christ must be formed in us so that
we may express Him by being in His image. As the living One, Christ with His
element is working within us organically, constituting our being with Himself
so that we may have His form and express His image.

In keeping with this, Paul used the words transformed (2 Cor. 3:18) and
conformed (Rom. 8:29). Christ’s being formed in us depends on our being
transformed into His image. If we are not transformed into His image, Christ
has not been formed in us. Moreover, our being transformed into His image
and His being formed in us cause us to be conformed to His image. Our
being conformed to His image is the issue of His being formed in us. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3312-3313)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msg. 23
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WEEK 19 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be
transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will
of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and perfect.

Gal. 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

Our mind is the leading part of our soul, and as it is renewed, our will and
emotion are automatically renewed. To have Christ formed in us is to have
the three parts of our soul—our mind, emotion, and will—renewed. To have
our mind, emotion, and will renewed is to have Christ saturate our mind,
emotion, and will. To be renewed is to replace the self and the world in our
mind, emotion, and will with Christ. If we are renewed in this way, Christ will
be formed in us, and every part of our inner being...will bear the image of
Christ.

However, most of us do not yet bear the image of Christ in our mind,
emotion, and will. At times we may think noble thoughts, but frequently in
our daily life our mind may express the self with the world. We may love,
laugh, and weep by the self, rather than by Christ; this indicates that Christ
has not been formed in our emotion. Many times when Christians speak,
their speaking is full of the self and the element of the world...We can never
be an expression of Christ until He saturates our entire inner being, replacing
the self and the world in our soul with Himself. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 3313-3314)

Today's Reading

According to Paul’s usage in the New Testament, the word form refers to
the outward expression of the inner being (Phil. 2:6)...If we are full of the self
and love the world in our inner being, our outward form will be the self and
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the world. The choices we make in our daily living will express the self and
the world...The Galatians were occupied by Judaism; thus, in their outward
form they expressed Judaism. Therefore, Paul had to suffer like a mother,
travailing for the Galatians until Christ would replace the self and the world
in them with Himself.

For Christ to be formed in us, we need to let Him occupy every part of
our soul: our mind, emotion, and will. He should occupy our thinking, our
consideration, our love, our hatred, our happiness, our sorrow, and our
intention. As Christ increasingly saturates our soul, eventually He will invade
our body, dispensing Himself into our entire being.

Christ needs to be formed in us in order that we may be sons of full age
and heirs to inherit God’s promised blessing and that we may mature in the
divine sonship. He matures in us for us to be heirs (Gal. 3:29) for the full
enjoyment of the Triune God as our inheritance (Eph. 1:14; 1 Pet. 1:4). The
Holy Spirit is the pledge of this inheritance (Eph. 1:13b-14a).

The book of Galatians reveals that God’s intention is for Christ to be
wrought into His chosen people that they may become sons of God. In order
to be God’s sons, we need to be permeated and saturated with Christ. Christ
must occupy our entire being. The Galatians, however, were distracted from
Christ to the law...The believers should come back to Christ, who is both
the seed who fulfills God’s promise to Abraham and the good land, the all-
inclusive Spirit, to be our enjoyment. As believers in Christ, we need the full
enjoyment of this blessing, the full enjoyment of the life-giving Spirit. We
need to be saturated, possessed, and fully taken over by this Spirit.

Christ has been born in us; that is, He has been revealed in us. He is now
living in us, and He will be formed in us unto maturity...May the Lord bring
us into the experience and enjoyment of Christ who has been born in us,
is now living in us, and will be formed in us unto maturity in order that we
may be sons of full age, heirs of God’s promised blessing, and may mature
in the divine sonship. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3314-
3315)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 330
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In my whole being inwrought shall be.
All that I am came to an end,

And all of Christ is all to me.
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Christ shall in me be magnified.

In nothing shall I be ashamed,

For He in all shall be applied.

In woe or blessing, death or life,
Through me shall Christ be testified.

. Oh, what a prize! Oh, what a gain!

Christ is the goal toward which I press.
Nothing I treasure, nor aught desire,
But Christ of all-inclusiveness.

My hope, my glory, and my crown

Is Christ, the One of peerlessness.

(Repeat the last two lines of each stanza)
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