%55 Week Six

ARIE LB AT @ a9 & R The Joy Set before Christ
SRR SAVAT 89 & R and the Joy Set before Us
%30 1% 616 Hymns: 852

B kt+=2, =15, B+tHLT~9, RAI0T Scripture Reading: Heb. 12:2; Col. 2:15; Rev. 19:7-9; Neh. 8:10c
[A—] § Day 1

T ARER, HABAE WAL E 5R4E, 1 For the joy set before Him, Jesus, the Author and Perfecter
AMBEMEHER, “REHFEE, & of our faith, “endured the cross, despising the shame”—Heb.
TT+HFE” —%k+=2: 12:2:

— 2845, ABA24ETaT—h A 25, A.The Lord loved the church and gave Himself up for her—Eph. 5:25.

—FAaTFELE AEMGEK LA TELEY, B. On the cross the Lord offered Himself as the sacrifice for sins, bearing the
2L S5 ANE, ARERAFE, AHEZHRY sins of many, being made sin for the believers, casting out the ruler of this
I, AWHXHER, BX -8 4T, BAEAXLE world and judging this world, and as a grain of wheat, falling into death

B AP 09 A — R 28, IRAT= 24, H B for the release of the divine life—Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24; 2 Cor. 5:21; John
221, 9+=24, 31, 12:24, 31.

[(A_] § Day 2
ZREFBH_FTATRALELATATFENIE  C Colossians 2:15 portrays the warfare that took place at the time of Christ's
P8t 47 89 % ¥k crucifixion:
| BB+ F R TRk 5 SCHE/EL 1.In His crucifixion Christ was working to accomplish redemption, and God the
HHHIGE - Father was working to judge sin.
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2. At the same time the rulers and authorities were busy in the attempt to
frustrate the work of God and Christ—uv. 15.

3. The rulers and authorities are evil angels, fallen angels that are subordinates
of Satan working for him—Eph. 2:2.

4. While God was judging sin, the evil rulers and authorities were present and
were very active, swarming around the crucified Christ, pressing in very
closely—Col. 2:15:

a.If they had not pressed in closely, God could not have stripped them off.

b.The words stripping off indicate that the rulers and authorities were
very close, as close as our garments are to our body.

5. In stripping off the rulers and authorities, God made a display of them openly,
putting them to shame and triumphing over them in the cross—v. 15.

§ Day 3

II. The joy set before us is the Lord Jesus, the Bridegroom,
coming for His bride, who has made herself ready—Rev.
19:7-9:

A.The maturity of the bride—vv. 7-9; Eph. 4:13-15:

1. The readiness of the corporate bride depends on the maturity in life of the
overcomers—Rev. 19:7; Heb. 6:1; Phil. 3:12-15; Eph. 4:13.

2.To be transformed is to be metabolically changed in our natural life, whereas
to be matured is to be filled with the divine life that changes us—Heb. 6:1.

B. The building of the bride—Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:21-22; 4:15-16:

1. God's building is the desire of God's heart and the goal of God's salvation—1:5;
Exo. 25:8; cf. 1:11; 40:2-3, 34-35.

2. The goal of the Lord's recovery is to recover Christ as life and everything to
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us so that we may be built up—Eph. 3:8; 4:16.

3. God's building is the corporate expression of the Triune God—1 Tim. 3:15-16;
John 17:22; Eph. 3:19b, 21.

§ Day 4
C. The righteousness of the bride—Rev. 19:7-9; Matt. 5:20; 22:11-13:

1. As our subjective righteousness, Christ is the One dwelling in us to live for us a
life that can be justified by God and that is always acceptable to God—>5:6, 20.

2. The living that is right with both God and man must be God as our expression
in our daily living—2 Cor. 3:9; Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10.

3. Christ lived out of the saints as their subjective righteousness becomes their
wedding garment—Rev. 19:8.

4. The wedding garment in Matthew 22:11-13 signifies the Christ whom we
live out and who is expressed through us in our daily living as our surpassing
righteousness—>5:20; Rev. 3:4-5, 18.

§ Day 5

D.The beauty of the bride—Eph. 5:25-27:

1. As the bride, the church needs beauty; the beauty in Ephesians 5 is for the
presentation of the bride.

2. The beauty of the bride comes from the Christ who is wrought into the church
and who is then expressed through the church—3:17a:

a. Our only beauty is the shining out of Christ from within us.

b.What Christ appreciates in us is the expression of Himself.

§ Day 6

E. Ephesians 6 and Revelation 19 reveal that the church as the bride must
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also be a warrior to defeat God's enemy:

1. Spiritual warfare is a matter of the Body; we are a corporate army fighting
the battle for God's interest on earth—17:14; 19:14; cf. 2 Tim. 2:4.

2.In Ephesians 5 the word is for nourishment that leads to the beautifying of
the bride, but in Ephesians 6 the word is for killing that enables the church as
the corporate warrior to engage in spiritual warfare—vv. 17-18.

3. Christ will come as a fighting General with His bride as His army to fight
against Antichrist at Armageddon—Rev. 19:11-21.

4. The wedding garment—Christ lived out of us as our daily righteousness—
qualifies us not only to attend the wedding but also to join the army to fight
with Christ against Antichrist in the war at Armageddon—Matt. 22:11-12;
Rev. 19:7-8, 14.

III. “The joy of Jehovah is your strength”—Neh. 8:10c:
A.According to Nehemiah 8:10, the joy of our Lord is our strength:

1. It is not a matter of our having strength; His joy upholds us—1 Thes. 5:16.

2.The Lord's joy has nothing to do with circumstances; He rejoiced in God's
will; there was joy in knowing and doing God's will.

3. We should not try to copy the Lord but receive the joy of the Lord:
a. We can have something of the Lord imparted to us.

b.We can have the joy of the Lord; His joy will be our strength.

B. At the end of his life Watchman Nee said, in the midst of his sufferings, “I

maintain my joy”—Watchman Nee—a Seer of the Divine Revelation in the
Present Age, p. 182.

C.I maintain my joy indicates that he was practicing the word of the apostle

Paul in Philippians 4:4: “Rejoice in the Lord always.”
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v A A S B 2R AAMAREFE T4 E  D.Through the mercy and grace of God, may we all be able to maintain our
FMEEMO =, EHAMNGER. joy by the joy of the Lord as our strength.
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WEEK 6 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 12:2 Looking away unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down on the right hand of the throne of God.

Eph. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her.

Ephesians 5:25 tells us that Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for
her. Christ’s loving the church and giving Himself up for her was for redemption
and for the impartation of life. According to John 19:34, blood and water came
out of the Lord’s pierced side. The blood was for redemption, and the water
was for the impartation of life so that the church might come into existence. In
Ephesians 5:25 we have the church coming into existence through Christ’s loving
her and giving Himself up for her. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 754)

Today’s Reading

In His death Christ offered Himself as a sacrifice for our sins. Hebrews
10:12 says, “This One, having offered one sacrifice for sins, sat down forever on
the right hand of God.” The priests in the old covenant stood daily (v. 11) and
offered the same sacrifices again and again, because what they offered could
not take away sins...It was Christ’s offering of Himself that has accomplished
the taking away of sins...Christ has put away sin by offering Himself to God as
the unique sacrifice for sin. His sitting in heaven is a sign and proof that the
taking away of sins has been accomplished (1:3). He no longer needs to do
anything for sin, for He has done it once for all.

On the cross Christ bore our sins. According to Isaiah 53:6, when Christ
was on the cross, God took all our sins and put them upon this Lamb of God.
Hebrews 9:28 says that Christ has been “offered once to bear the sins of many.”
Christ died once to bear our sins, and He suffered the judgment for us on the
cross (Isa. 53:5, 11).
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First Peter 2:24 tells us that Christ “bore up our sins in His body on the
tree, in order that we, having died to sins, might live to righteousness.” The
tree in this verse denotes the cross made of wood, a Roman instrument of
capital punishment for the execution of malefactors, as prophesied in the Old
Testament (Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:13). Sins here, as in Hebrews 9:28, refer to
sins we commit in our outward conduct, whereas sin in John 1:29 refers to
the sin that is in our nature by birth. Christ died for our sins, carrying up our
sins onto the cross, that we might be forgiven by God. In His death Christ not
only bore our sins but even became sin for us. “Him who did not know sin He
made sin on our behalf” (2 Cor. 5:21). This indicates that God made Christ sin
for us. Christ did not know sin in an experiential way by contact or personal
experience (cf. John 8:46; 1 Pet. 2:22; Heb. 4:15; 7:26)...Nevertheless, He
became sin and took away the sin of the world so that the problem of sin
might be solved.

In His work on the cross Christ also cast out the ruler of this world and
judged his world. “Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the ruler of this
world be cast out” (John 12:31). This indicates that Christ’s work in His death
included the casting out of Satan, the ruler of this world. Satan thought that
he was wise in having the Lord Jesus crucified. Actually, by doing this, Satan
caused himself to be cast out. The cross was the way used by God to cast out
Satan.

In His work on the cross the Lord Jesus died as a grain of wheat falling
into death for the release of the divine life. “Unless the grain of wheat falls
into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (v.
24). Christ’s all-inclusive death released the divine life that was within Him.
As a grain of wheat, He died to release the divine life and to enliven God’s
redeemed ones, to produce many grains that can be blended together in a
loaf to be offered to God. This loaf is the church, the Body of Christ (1 Cor.
10:17). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 760, 764-765, 767, 770-
771,779)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, Isn. 17
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WEEK 6 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:13-15 And you...He made alive together with Him, having forgiven
us all our offenses; wiping out the handwriting in ordinances, which was
against us, which was contrary to us; and He has taken it out of the way,
nailing it to the cross. Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He
made a display of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

According to Colossians 2:15, God stripped off the rulers and authorities...
We must see that while Christ was on the cross, God was working. At that
time the cross was the center of the universe. The Savior, sin, Satan, we,
and God all were there. God was there judging sin and nailing the law to the
cross. As He was doing this, the rulers and authorities gathered around God
and Christ...The subject of verses 13 through 15 is God...God made us alive
together with Christ, nailed the ordinances to the cross, stripped off the
rulers and authorities, made a display of them openly, and triumphed over
them. No doubt, the rulers and authorities had swarmed around Christ as He
was being crucified. Both God and Christ were working. Christ’s work was
His crucifixion, whereas God’s work was to judge sin and all the negative
things and to nail the law with its ordinances to the cross. The rulers and
authorities who had gathered around God and Christ were also working.
If they had not pressed in closely, how could God have stripped them off?
The words stripping off indicate that they were very close, as close as our
garments are to our body. By stripping off the rulers and authorities, God
made a display of them openly. He openly put them to shame and triumphed
over them. What a great matter this is! (Life-study of Colossians, second
edition, pp. 190-191)

Today’s Reading

Colossians 2:15 portrays the fighting that took place at the time of Christ’s
crucifixion. Evil men had put Christ on the cross. By His crucifixion Christ labored
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to accomplish redemption. God the Father was also working to judge sin and to
nail the law to the cross. At the same time, the rulers and authorities were busy
in the attempt to frustrate the work of God and Christ. The reference to triumph
in verse 15 implies fighting. It indicates that a war was raging. While Christ
was accomplishing redemption and God was dealing with the law and with the
negative things, the rulers and authorities came to interfere. They pressed in close
to God and Christ. But at that very juncture, God stripped them off, triumphed over
them, and made a display of them openly, putting them to an open shame.

Colossians 2:15 is a small window through which we behold a marvelous
sight. At the time of Christ’s crucifixion, a battle was raging between God and
the rulers and authorities. But God stripped them off and triumphed over
them.

Paul’s concept in these verses is that the law and the angels have been set
aside through the cross. The law was nailed to the cross, and the evil angels
have been stripped off by means of the cross. Therefore, in God’s economy
in His salvation there is room neither for the law nor for the angelic rulers.
How wrong the Colossians were in following ordinances and in worshipping
angels...[and] in allowing these things to pervade the church.

In the economy of His salvation God enlivens us, nails the law to the cross,
and strips off the evil rulers and authorities...Because God has removed the law
and the angels, we, His chosen people, are alone with Him. We are no longer
bothered by terms, conditions, or requirements. God is here to enliven us, and
we are here to be enlivened by Him. We should forget the law and the angels
and allow God to put Himself into us as life.

We should remind the rulers and authorities that at Calvary God stripped
them off and triumphed over them. Based upon God’s victory we can order
them to flee. What we need today is not the law or the angels but the enlivening
One, the life-giving One. This is the economy of God’s salvation. (Life-study of
Colossians, second edition, pp. 191-194)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msg. 23
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WEEK 6 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.

Eph. 2:21-22 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing
into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together
into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

[In Revelation 19:7] His wife refers to the church (Eph. 5:24-25, 31-32),
the bride of Christ (John 3:29). However, according to Revelation 19:8-9, the
wife, the bride of Christ, consists only of the overcoming believers during the
millennium, whereas the bride in 21:2 is composed of all the saved saints
after the millennium for eternity. The wife of the Lamb in Revelation 19 is the
aggregate of all the overcoming saints from Abel until the Lord’s return. The
aggregate of all the Old Testament and New Testament overcomers is the wife
in Revelation 19:7 who will be ready for Christ’s wedding. The readiness of
the bride depends on the maturity in life of the overcomers. Furthermore, the
overcomers are not separate individuals but a corporate bride. For this aspect,
building is needed. The overcomers are not only mature in life but also built
together as one bride. Christ will not marry each believer individually; instead,
He will marry His corporate bride composed of His overcoming believers. When
we have been fully saturated with the Triune God so that He flows out of us,
we will be completely built and fitted together to become the glorious church,
the beloved bride of the Lord Jesus. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
4320-4321)

Today’s Reading

We also need to see that only the church as the golden lampstand can be
the bride of Christ (Rev. 1:20). This indicates that we need to live out the life of
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Christ. Although this goes against our human concept, we should not focus on
caring for the goodness or wickedness that comes out of us. Instead, we need
to care for the tree of life, the Triune God, and Christ as the all-inclusive Spirit.
Whether we are at home with our family or in the church meetings with the
brothers and sisters, we all need to live out Christ. If we live by Christ, what
we live out is God, who is Spirit, signified by the pure gold that shines forth the
light; then we will become the bride of Christ who satisfies His desire. We must
be the bride for Christ. When we are eager to be the bride, Christ will receive
His satisfaction. Not only will Christ be satisfied, but we also will be satisfied.
Revelation 19:7 says, “Let us rejoice and exult.” In principle, a bride is the most
pleasant and happy person.

The wedding will bring in the reign of the Lord, the kingdom, because all
the guests invited to the wedding will be both the corporate bride and the co-
kings of the Bridegroom. The Bridegroom, who will take the whole earth as His
kingdom, certainly needs many sub-kings to be His co-kings. All His co-kings
will be His corporate bride.

The wedding, which will take place in the air, will last a short time. After
the wedding, there will be the wedding feast. A wedding feast is always much
longer than the wedding. Matthew 22 indicates that the wedding feast will be
the millennial kingdom. To the overcomers, the thousand years of the millennial
kingdom will be a wedding feast. To the Lord, a thousand years are like one
day (2 Pet. 3:8). Everyone invited to the wedding feast will also participate in
the thousand-year reign as kings. Our King will be the Bridegroom; we, His co-
kings, will be His bride; and the thousand years will be our wedding feast and
honeymoon with our Bridegroom, Christ. Many Christians will not receive the
reward of reigning with Christ in the coming kingdom. Although we may be
saved, we must become an overcomer in order to receive the kingdom as our
reward. For the overcomers, reigning with Christ in His kingdom will be the
wedding feast. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4321-4322)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 213, 424
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WEEK 6 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen,
bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Matt. 22:11-12...When the king came in to look at those reclining at
table, he saw there a man who was not clothed with a wedding garment,
and he said to him, Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding
garment? And he was speechless.

While the church is under great degradation, we should be the overcomers
to live Christ and even live Him out as our subjective righteousness day by day.
In the eyes of God the fine linen [Rev. 19:8] is the Christ expressed in our daily
life.

In verse 8 the word clean refers to the nature, whereas bright refers to the
expression. The Greek word translated “righteousnesses” may also be rendered
“righteous acts.”...The righteousness we received for our salvation [1 Cor. 1:30]
is objective and enables us to meet the requirement of the righteous God,
whereas here the righteousnesses of the overcoming saints are subjective (Phil.
3:9) and enable us to meet the requirement of the overcoming Christ. Hence,
the fine linen indicates Christ, as our overcoming life, whom we live out of our
being. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 4325)

Today’s Reading

The righteousness that is Christ Himself is sufficient for us to be justified
and saved; this righteousness is singular in number. The use of righteousnesses
in Revelation 19:8 is in the plural, however, and proves that what is mentioned
in this verse is not Christ as our righteousness for us to be justified. Rather, it
is righteous deeds, the daily walk, the Christian living, which Christ as our life
works out through us. This outworking of the inner life is the white linen with
which we are clothed. In order to attend a feast, especially a wedding feast,
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we must dress in a proper way. In the same way, we need the proper clothing
in order to attend the wedding feast of the Lamb. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 4325-4326)

The fine linen with which the overcoming believers are clothed is equal
to the wedding garment in Matthew 22:11-12. According to the revelation
of the Scriptures, the believers need two garments—one for their salvation
and one for their reward. For our salvation we need a robe to cover us.
This robe is the robe that was put on the prodigal son in Luke 15:22...This
robe signifies Christ as our righteousness for us to be justified by God in
His presence. All believers in Christ have this robe, the first robe, Christ as
our righteousness, our justification, which enables us to stand before the
righteous God.

However, we also need the second garment, which is the wedding garment
in Matthew 22:11-12 and the fine linen in Revelation 19:8. This garment is
not for our salvation; rather, it is for our reward and qualifies us to attend the
wedding feast of the Lamb. The first garment qualifies us to meet God for our
salvation; the second garment qualifies us to meet Christ for our reward. The
second garment is the work of the Holy Spirit within us. It is the very Christ
whom we live and who is expressed through us in our daily living. This is the
righteousnesses of the saints (v. 8).

The second garment is also the surpassing righteousness in Matthew 5:20.
In this verse the Lord Jesus said, “Unless your righteousness surpasses that of
the scribes and Pharisees, you shall by no means enter into the kingdom of the
heavens.” This righteousness is not objective righteousness, the Christ whom
we receive as our robe for our salvation. It is subjective righteousness, the
Christ whom we live out as our daily living. In Christ, who is our righteousness,
we have been justified and saved. But after receiving Christ, we need to live Him
out. We need to live by Christ so that He becomes our subjective righteousness.
This subjective righteousness qualifies us to participate in the marriage dinner
of the Lamb. (Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 4, pp. 62-63)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 4, Isn. 56
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WEEK 6 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the
church and gave Himself up for her that He might sanctify her, cleansing
her by the washing of the water in the word, that He might present the
church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such things,
but that she would be holy and without blemish.

[ believe that we are living in a day in which the Lord is preparing His bride.
Furthermore, [ have the full assurance that we are presently undergoing this
process of preparation...Revelation 19 is in the process of being fulfilled among
us in the Lord’s recovery.

We need to connect Revelation 19 with Ephesians 5. Apart from Ephesians
5, there is no way for the bride to be prepared, and hence no way for Revelation
19 to be fulfilled. It is very significant that the Lord has spoken to us about
ordinances, doctrines, the old man, and the spots and wrinkles. It is crucial
that we experience the nourishing, cherishing, sanctifying, and purifying riches
of Christ to remove our oldness and defects. When all such things have been
removed, we will become a church that is holy, glorious, and without blemish.
Then we will be the bride in Revelation 19. When the bride has been prepared,
Christ will come as the Bridegroom. Praise the Lord that we are in the process
of becoming a holy and glorious bride for Christ! How we praise the Lord for
showing us the way to be prepared as the bride, made ready for His coming
back! Christ will have a church without ordinances, doctrines, the old man, and
the spots and wrinkles. Such a church will be the beautiful bride to satisfy the
desire of His heart. (Life-study of Ephesians, second edition, pp. 775-776)

Today’s Reading

In Ephesians 5 we come to the presentation of the church to Christ. At the
time of this presentation, the church will be the bride, not the new man. As the
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new man, the church needs the functions. But as the bride, the church needs
beauty. The growth in chapter 4 is for the function of the new man, whereas the
beauty in chapter 5 is for the presentation of the bride.

The spots and wrinkles do not affect the function of the church. However,
they very much detract from the beauty of the church. What a man looks for in
a bride is not first ability; it is beauty. The church as Christ’s bride must also be
beautiful. For this reason Paul goes on from the function and daily living of the
new man in chapter 4 to the presentation of the bride without spot or wrinkle
in chapter 5. If we grow in the Lord, eventually our functions as members of the
Body will come forth. However, we may function properly and have an excellent
daily living according to the spirit of the mind but still not be beautiful in the
eyes of the Lord because of our spots and wrinkles. After saying so much about
the church in chapters 1 through 4, Paul goes on in chapter 5 to speak about
the church as the bride. In this chapter he says nothing concerning the creation
of the church, the growth of the church, or the daily living of the church.
Instead, he speaks of the beauty of the church. When Christ presents the church
to Himself, the church will not be a strong man; she will be a beautiful bride.
Christ is the universal man. As this universal man, He needs the church to be
His bride to match Him. In order to be the bride of Christ, the church must
become beautiful and have all the spots and wrinkles removed.

We need to go on from the function in Ephesians 4 to the beauty in
Ephesians 5...At the time of the wedding, what the church will need is
beauty, not strength. Oh, the church is being beautified by partaking
of Christ, by digesting Christ, and by assimilating Christ! The more we
experience the indwelling Christ in this way, the more He will replace our
spots and wrinkles with His element, and the more His riches with the
divine attributes will become our beauty. Then we will be prepared to be
presented to Christ as His lovely bride. (Life-study of Ephesians, second
edition, pp. 776-777,779)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 95
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WEEK 6 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:17-18 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the
Spirit, which Spirit is the word of God, by means of all prayer and petition,
praying at every time in spirit and watching unto this in all perseverance
and petition concerning all the saints.

Neh. 8:10 ...This day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the
joy of Jehovah is your strength.

According to Revelation 19, the church is both the bride who is presented
to Christ and the warrior who fights with Him against God’s enemy. The armies
in Revelation 19:14 are the called and chosen believers in 17:14. They are also
both the bride and the guests called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb (19:7-
9)...After the wedding, all the guests will become the army. As the bride, we
must be beautiful, without spot or wrinkle, and be clothed in fine linen. As the
warrior, we must be equipped to fight against God’s enemy.

In Revelation 19:14 we see that the overcomers, as the armies which are in
heaven and the ones who followed Him on white horses, are “dressed in fine
linen, white and clean.”...The wedding garment of “fine linen, bright and clean”
[v. 8] will be the armor for fighting. The overcomers who are the heavenly
armies are those who constitute the bride of Christ. In other words, it will
be the bride of Christ who will follow Him as His army to fight and destroy
Antichrist and his army. Those who have overcome every obstacle will be
Christ’s co-fighters in the final battle against Antichrist. These are His bride.
They have become His co-fighters by His ministering the rich life supply to
them. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4339-4340)

Today’s Reading

The overcoming saints have two garments, one for salvation and the other
for reward. The fine linen here is the second garment. This second garment of
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the overcomers qualifies them both to attend the marriage dinner of the Lamb
(Rev. 19:8-9) and to fight with the Lord against His enemy. Thus, the wedding
garment becomes the fighting garment. The second garment qualifies us not
only to attend the wedding but also to join the army...This garment is Christ
lived out of us to be our daily righteousness. Even today, we are fighting by
Christ as our garment. Ephesians 6 indicates that the whole armor of God is
Christ.

Spiritual warfare is not an individual matter; it is a matter of the Body, a
corporate entity to fight the battle against God’s enemy. No soldier in a modern
army would enter into battle by himself. Rather, he would fight as part of a
well-trained and fully equipped army. After we have been formed corporately
into an army, we will be able to fight against God’s enemy...Therefore, it is very
dangerous to be isolated from the army. Only by remaining in the army will we
have the necessary protection.

In Ephesians 5 the word is for nourishment that leads to the beautifying of
the bride, but in Ephesians 6 the word is for killing that enables the church as
the corporate warrior to engage in spiritual warfare. Pray-reading the Word
of God is the way to kill the adversary within us. Every day and in every kind
of situation, we should pray-read. Whenever we are troubled by something
negative within us, we should take the Word of God by means of prayer in
spirit. As we do this, the negative element will be Kkilled.

In Ephesians 6:17 Paul charges us to receive “the sword of the Spirit, which
Spirit is the word of God.” This means that we need to take the word of the
Bible as a sword for fighting the enemy. According to Paul’s word in this verse,
the word of God is the sword not directly but indirectly...The sword is not the
word directly. Rather, the sword is the Spirit directly, and then the Spirit is the
word. This indicates that if we would deal with the enemy Satan, the word of
the Bible must become the Spirit. If we would use the word of the Bible as a
sword to kill the enemy, in our experience the word must be the Spirit. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4340-4342)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 54
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WEEK 6 — HYMN

Thy dwelling place, O Lord, I love
The Church — Her Attraction
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1. Thy dwell-ing place, O Lord 1 love; It is Thy Church so blessed,
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And where Thy heart finds rest.

1
It is Thy joy

alnd heart’s (Iie - light
2. For her, Thyself Thou gavest, Lord,
That she be Thine, complete;
For her, I too my body give,
Thy heart’s desire to meet.

3. For her, Thou hast become my life,
That she my living be;
For her, I would forsake myself,
That she be filled with Thee.

4., The Church is Thy beloved Bride,
Thou in Thy Body seen;
She is my joy and heart’s desire,
The one on whom I lean.

5. In her, Thy full supply, O Lord,
Thou dost to me impart;
In her am I possessed by Thee
To satisfy Thy heart.

6. Thy dwelling place, O Lord, I love;
It is Thy Church, Thy home;
In it I would forever live
And never longer roam.



3

Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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