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Message Seven 

The Intrinsic Significance  

of the Materials of the Temple 
RA Hymns: 840, 1248 

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 5:15-18; 6:7, 

9-10, 15-16, 23, 31-34, 36; 7:14-15, 21 
1 Kings 5:15 And Solomon had seventy thousand burden bearers and eighty thousand stonecutters in the 

mountains, 
1 Kings 5:16 Besides Solomon's three thousand three hundred chief officers over the work, who directed the 

people who did the work. 
1 Kings 5:17 And the king commanded, and they quarried great stones, costly stones, in order to lay the 

foundation of the house with hewn stone. 
1 Kings 5:18 And Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders and the Gebalites fashioned the stone and prepared 

the timber and the stones in order to build the house. 
1 Kings 6:7 And the house, when it was being built, was built of finished stone, cut at the quarry, so that 

neither hammer nor ax nor any iron tool was heard in the house when it was being built. 
1 Kings 6:9 So he built the house and finished it, and he covered the house with beams and planks of cedar. 
1 Kings 6:10 And he built the stories against all the house, five cubits high; and the structure was held to the 

house by cedar timbers. 
1 Kings 6:15 And he built the walls of the house within with cedar boards; from the floor of the house to the wall 

of the ceiling he covered them on the inside with wood. And he overlaid the floor of the house with 
boards of cypress. 

1 Kings 6:16 And he built twenty cubits of the rear part of the house with cedar boards from the floor to the 
walls of the ceiling; and he built it within as an innermost sanctuary, as the Holy of Holies. 

1 Kings 6:23 And in the innermost sanctuary he made two cherubim of olive wood, ten cubits high. 
1 Kings 6:31 And for the entrance of the innermost sanctuary he made doors of olive wood; the lintel and 

doorposts were a fifth of the breadth of the wall. 
1 Kings 6:32 And there were two doors of olive wood. And he carved carvings of cherubim and palm trees and 

open flowers upon them, and he overlaid them with gold and spread the gold upon the cherubim 
and the palm trees. 

1 Kings 6:33 So also he made for the entrance of the temple doorposts of olive wood, out of a fourth of the 
breadth of the wall, 

1 Kings 6:34 And two doors of cypress wood; the two leaves of the one door folded, and the two leaves of the 
second door folded. 

1 Kings 6:36 And he built the inner court with three courses of hewn stone and a course of cedar beams. 
1 Kings 7:14 He was the son of a widow and of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a 

bronze worker; and he was full of wisdom and understanding and skill to do all kinds of work in 
bronze. And he came to King Solomon and did all his work. 

1 Kings 7:15 And he formed the two bronze pillars; eighteen cubits was the height of each pillar, and a line of 
twelve cubits encompassed each pillar. 

1 Kings 7:21 And he erected the pillars at the portico of the temple. When he erected the right pillar, he called 
its name Jachin; and when he erected the left pillar, he called its name Boaz. 

 

I. In order to become materials for God’s building, we need to experience Christ 

in His death (signified by cypress), Christ in His resurrection (signified by 

cedar), and Christ as the Spirit (signified by olive wood): 
A. The crucified and resurrected Christ, who is the all-inclusive Spirit of Jesus Christ and the 

presence of the processed Triune God, is the reality of the materials for the building up of 

the church as the temple of God, the enlargement and expansion of Christ—Phil. 1:19-21a; 

1 Cor. 3:9, 12a, 16-17. 
Phil 1:19 For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the 

bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
Phil 1:20 According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame, 

but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body, 
whether through life or through death. 
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Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ …. 
1 Cor 3:9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's cultivated land, God's building. 
1 Cor 3:12a But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, … 
1 Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in 

you? 
1 Cor 3:17 If anyone destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him; for the temple of God is 

holy, and such are you. 

B. We need to allow the crucified and resurrected Christ as the Spirit to build Himself into our 

being so that we can have the fullest enjoyment of Christ in order to be good stewards of 

the varied grace of God (the rich supply of life) for the building up of the church as the 

temple of God—Eph. 3:2, 16-17; 1 Pet. 4:10-11. 
Eph 3:2 If indeed you have heard of the stewardship of the grace of God which was given to 

me for you, 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 

power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, 
1 Pet 4:10 Each one, as he has received a gift, ministering it among yourselves as good 

stewards of the varied grace of God. 
1 Pet 4:11 If anyone speaks, as speaking oracles of God; if anyone ministers, as ministering out 

of the strength which God supplies; that in all things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the might forever and ever. Amen. 

 

II. Cypress signifies the crucified Christ—1 Kings 6:15b, 34; cf. Gen. 6:14: 
1 Kings 6:15b … And he overlaid the floor of the house with boards of cypress. 
1 Kings 6:34 And two doors of cypress wood; the two leaves of the one door folded, and the two leaves 

of the second door folded. 
Gen 6:14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make rooms in the ark and shall cover it 

within and without with pitch. 

A. In ancient times the Jews planted cypress trees above their graves; hence, cypress signifies 

Christ’s humanity in His death, the crucified Jesus—1 Cor. 2:2. 
1 Cor 2:2 For I did not determine to know anything among you except Jesus Christ, and this 

One crucified. 

B. The doors of the temple were made of cypress wood and were carved with cherubim and 

palm trees—1 Kings 6:34-35; cf. Ezek. 41:18-20: 
1 Kings 6:34 And two doors of cypress wood; the two leaves of the one door folded, and the two 

leaves of the second door folded. 
1 Kings 6:35 And he carved cherubim and palm trees and open flowers on them, and he overlaid 

them with gold evenly applied over the carved work. 
Ezek 41:18 Were both carved cherubim and palm trees. And a palm tree was between two 

cherubim, and every cherub had two faces. 
Ezek 41:19 So there was the face of a man toward the palm tree on one side and the face of a 

lion toward the palm tree on the other side. So it was carved in and around the whole 
house. 

Ezek 41:20 From the ground to the top of the entrance cherubim and palm trees were carved, 
even on the wall of the temple. 

1. Cherubim signify the glory of the Lord manifested upon the creatures (10:18; Heb. 

9:5), and palm trees signify the victory of Christ and the everlasting and ever-existing 

power of Christ (Ezek. 40:16; Rev. 7:9). 
Ezek 10:18 And the glory of Jehovah went forth from over the threshold of the house and 

stood over the cherubim. 
Heb 9:5 And above it cherubim of glory overshadowing the expiation cover, concerning 

which it is not now the time to speak in detail. 
Ezek 40:16 And the guardrooms and their posts had latticed windows within and all around 

the gate. The porches also had windows within and all around, and palm trees 
were on each post. 

Rev 7:9 After these things I saw, and behold, there was a great multitude which no one 
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could number, out of every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes and 
palm branches in their hands. 

2. The carving of the palm trees and the cherubim on the doors of cypress wood signifies 

that the victory of Christ and the glory of the Lord have been “carved” into our being 

through sufferings—Acts 16:7; Phil. 3:10; 2 Cor. 4:10-12. 
Acts 16:7 And when they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, yet the Spirit 

of Jesus did not allow them. 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being conformed to His death, 
2 Cor 4:10 Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus that the life of 

Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 
2 Cor 4:11 For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' sake 

that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 
2 Cor 4:12 So then death operates in us, but life in you. 

 

III. Cedar signifies the resurrected Christ—1 Kings 6:9-10, 15-16, 36: 
1 Kings 6:9 So he built the house and finished it, and he covered the house with beams and planks of 

cedar. 
1 Kings 6:10 And he built the stories against all the house, five cubits high; and the structure was held to 

the house by cedar timbers. 
1 Kings 6:15 And he built the walls of the house within with cedar boards; from the floor of the house to 

the wall of the ceiling he covered them on the inside with wood. And he overlaid the floor of 
the house with boards of cypress. 

1 Kings 6:16 And he built twenty cubits of the rear part of the house with cedar boards from the floor to 
the walls of the ceiling; and he built it within as an innermost sanctuary, as the Holy of 
Holies. 

1 Kings 6:36 And he built the inner court with three courses of hewn stone and a course of cedar beams. 

A. Cedar trees grew on the mountains of Lebanon; thus, cedar signifies Christ’s humanity in 

resurrection, the resurrected Christ—Psa. 104:16; S. S. 4:8. 
Psa 104:16 The trees of Jehovah are full of sap, / The cedars of Lebanon, which He planted, 
S. S. 4:8 Come with me from Lebanon, my bride; / With me from Lebanon come. / Look from 

the top of Amana, / From the top of Senir and Hermon, / From the lions' dens, / From 
the leopards' mountains. 

B. The resurrected and ascended Christ as the King is a majestic and magnificent cedar out of 

the house of David—Ezek. 17:22-23; Rom. 1:3-4; Acts 2:22-24, 32-36; Heb. 2:9. 
Ezek 17:22 Thus says the Lord Jehovah, I will also take a twig from the lofty top of the cedar and 

will set it out; from the topmost of its young twigs I will crop off a tender one, and I will 
transplant it upon a high and prominent mountain. 

Ezek 17:23 On the high mountain of Israel I will transplant it; and it will bear branches and 
produce fruit and will become a magnificent cedar; and under it all birds of every kind 
will nest; in the shade of its branches they will nest. 

Rom 1:3 Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
Rom 1:4 Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out 

of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord; 
Acts 2:22 Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man shown by God to you to 

be approved by works of power and wonders and signs, which God did through Him 
in your midst, even as you yourselves know- 

Acts 2:23 This man, delivered up by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God, you, 
through the hand of lawless men, nailed to a cross and killed; 

Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not 
possible for Him to be held by it. 

Acts 2:32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we all are witnesses. 
Acts 2:33 Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received the 

promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He has poured out this which you both see 
and hear. 

Acts 2:34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, "The Lord said to my 
Lord, Sit at My right hand 



85  

Acts 2:35 Until I set Your enemies as a footstool for Your feet." 
Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him both 

Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified. 
Heb 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little inferior to the angels because of the 

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He 
might taste death on behalf of everything. 

C. We need to be those who send forth our roots into Christ, like the cedar trees of Lebanon, 

causing us to grow in life as we are planted in the house of Jehovah, flourishing in the 

courts of our God, still bringing forth fruit in old age, and being full of sap and green—

Hosea 14:5-9; Psa. 92:12-14; 2 Kings 19:30. 
Hosea 14:5 I will be like the dew to Israel; / He will bud like the lily / And will send forth his roots 

like the trees of Lebanon. 
Hosea 14:6 His shoots will go forth; / And his splendor will be like that of the olive tree, / And his 

fragrance, like that of the trees of Lebanon. 
Hosea 14:7 Those who sit under his shade will return; / They will revive like grain / And will bud 

like the vine; / His renown will be like the wine of Lebanon. 
Hosea 14:8 Ephraim says, What have I yet to do with idols? / I respond and look on him. / I am 

like a green fir tree; / From Me your fruit is found. 
Hosea 14:9 Who is wise? / Then let him understand these things. / Who is intelligent? Then let 

him know them. / For the ways of Jehovah are right, / And the righteous will walk in 
them, / But the transgressors will stumble in them. 

Psa 92:12 The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree; / He will grow like a cedar in 
Lebanon. 

Psa 92:13 Planted in the house of Jehovah, / They will flourish in the courts of our God. 
Psa 92:14 They will still bring forth fruit in old age; / They will be full of sap and green; 
2 Kings 19:30 And the remnant of those who have escaped of the house of Judah will again take 

root downward and bear fruit upward. 

D. The church is the depository and the storehouse of the resurrection power of Christ; when 

this power operated in Christ, it made Him the Head; when this power operates in us, it 

makes us His Body—Eph. 1:19-23; Rom. 8:2, 11; 12:1-2; Phil. 3:10. 
Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, according 

to the operation of the might of His strength, 
Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating Him 

at His right hand in the heavenlies, 
Eph 1:21 Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is 

named not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to 

the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of 

death. 
Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 

raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit 
who indwells you. 

Rom 12:1 I exhort you therefore, brothers, through the compassions of God to present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable service. 

Rom 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of 
the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well 
pleasing and perfect. 

Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death, 

 

IV. Olive wood signifies the transformed Christ as the life-giving Spirit—1 Kings 

6:23, 31-33; 1 Cor. 15:45b: 
1 Kings 6:23 And in the innermost sanctuary he made two cherubim of olive wood, ten cubits high. 
1 Kings 6:31 And for the entrance of the innermost sanctuary he made doors of olive wood; the lintel and 

doorposts were a fifth of the breadth of the wall. 
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1 Kings 6:32 And there were two doors of olive wood. And he carved carvings of cherubim and palm 
trees and open flowers upon them, and he overlaid them with gold and spread the gold 
upon the cherubim and the palm trees. 

1 Kings 6:33 So also he made for the entrance of the temple doorposts of olive wood, out of a fourth of 
the breadth of the wall, 

1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 

A. Olive oil typifies the Spirit of God; hence, olive wood signifies Christ’s humanity in the 

Spirit of God, the anointed Christ, who is also the compound Spirit as the anointing—Heb. 

1:9; 2 Cor. 1:21; 1 John 2:20, 27; Exo. 30:25, 30. 
Heb 1:9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has 

anointed You with the oil of exultant joy above Your partners"; 
2 Cor 1:21 But the One who firmly attaches us with you unto Christ and has anointed us is God, 
1 John 2:20 And you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know. 
1 John 2:27 And as for you, the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and 

you have no need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing teaches you 
concerning all things and is true and is not a lie, and even as it has taught you, abide 
in Him. 

Exo 30:25 And you shall make it a holy anointing oil, a fragrant ointment compounded according 
to the work of a compounder; it shall be a holy anointing oil. 

Exo 30:30 And you shall anoint Aaron and his sons and sanctify them that they may serve Me 
as priests. 

B. We are the branches of Christ who have been grafted into Him as the cultivated olive tree to 

enjoy Him (Rom. 11:17, 24); the life-giving Spirit is the life-juice of Christ as the heavenly 

olive tree; if we desire to partake of the riches of Christ as the fatness, the sap, of the 

heavenly olive tree, we need to contact the life-giving Spirit as the life-juice of Christ (Luke 

23:31; cf. Psa. 92:13-14; 36:8-9): 
Rom 11:17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were 

grafted in among them and became a fellow partaker of the root of fatness of the 
olive tree, 

Rom 11:24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree and were grafted 
contrary to nature into the cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are the 
natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree! 

Luke 23:31 For if they do these things with the tree full of sap, what will happen with the one that 
is dry? 

Psa 92:13 Planted in the house of Jehovah, / They will flourish in the courts of our God. 
Psa 92:14 They will still bring forth fruit in old age; / They will be full of sap and green; 
Psa 36:8 They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, / And You cause them to drink of 

the river of Your pleasures. 
Psa 36:9 For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your light we see light. 

1. Because our grafting with Christ has taken place in our spirit, we need to exercise our 

spirit continually; when we call on the Lord by saying, “O Lord, O Lord,” we exercise 

our spirit and immediately partake of the Lord as the life-giving Spirit—Rom. 8:16; 1 

Cor. 6:17; Rom. 10:9-13. 
Rom 8:16 The Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God. 
1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 
Rom 10:9 That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart 

that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 
Rom 10:10 For with the heart there is believing unto righteousness, and with the mouth 

there is confession unto salvation. 
Rom 10:11 For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes on Him shall not be put to 

shame." 
Rom 10:12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord is Lord of 

all and rich to all who call upon Him; 
Rom 10:13 For "whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." 

2. Another way for us to enjoy the riches of Christ is to read the Word of God and to say 

Amen to every word; by this, we exercise our spirit, we contact the Lord, we enjoy 
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Him, and we partake of the all-inclusive Spirit as the fatness—Psa. 106:48; Neh. 8:6; 

2 Cor. 1:20; Rev. 19:4; Eph. 6:17-18. 
Psa 106:48 Blessed be Jehovah the God of Israel, / From eternity to eternity. / And let all 

the people say, Amen. / Hallelujah. 
Neh 8:6 And Ezra blessed Jehovah the great God; and all the people answered, Amen, 

Amen, lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshipped 
Jehovah with their faces to the ground. 

2 Cor 1:20 For as many promises of God as there are, in Him is the Yes; therefore also 
through Him is the Amen to God, for glory through us to God. 

Rev 19:4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and 
worshipped God, who sits upon the throne, saying, Amen, Hallelujah! 

Eph 6:17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is 
the word of God, 

Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching 
unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints, 

C. We need to see that we have been grafted into Christ “contrary to nature”; contrary to 

nature means “contrary to the self ”—Rom. 11:24: 
Rom 11:24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree and were grafted 

contrary to nature into the cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are the 
natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree! 

1. Everything of our old nature contradicts the Lord’s nature; our nature is the sinful 

nature, and the Lord’s nature is the divine, spiritual, and holy nature—Gal. 5:16-17; 2 

Pet. 1:4. 
Gal 5:16 But I say, Walk by the Spirit and you shall by no means fulfill the lust of the 

flesh. 
Gal 5:17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these 

oppose each other that you would not do the things that you desire. 
2 Pet 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises 

that through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust. 

2. In order to partake of Christ as the olive tree with His riches, we need to be fully cut 

off from our old background, old history, old life, old habits, and old customs as wild 

branches—Rom. 11:24; cf. Eph. 4:22-24. 
Rom 11:24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree and were grafted 

contrary to nature into the cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who 
are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree! 

Eph 4:22 That you put off, as regards your former manner of life, the old man, which is 
being corrupted according to the lusts of the deceit, 

Eph 4:23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind 
Eph 4:24 And put on the new man, which was created according to God in righteousness 

and holiness of the reality. 

3. In order to experience being cut off from our old manner of life and to enjoy the 

experience of being grafted into Christ, we need to exercise our spirit to call on His 

name and pray-read His Word—Rom. 10:6-8; Eph. 6:17-18. 
Rom 10:6 But the righteousness which is out of faith speaks in this way, Do not say in 

your heart, "Who will ascend into heaven?" that is, to bring Christ down; 
Rom 10:7 Or, "Who will descend into the abyss?" that is, to bring Christ up from the dead. 
Rom 10:8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart," 

that is, the word of the faith which we proclaim, 
Eph 6:17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is 

the word of God, 
Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching 

unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints, 

D. Romans 11 reveals that we are the branches of Christ as the olive tree (vv. 17, 24) to bear 

“olives” and produce soothing oil, signifying the Holy Spirit; John 15 reveals that we are 

the branches of Christ as the vine tree (v. 5) to bear “grapes” to produce invigorating wine, 
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signifying the divine life; and in Luke 10 the good Samaritan poured oil and wine on the 

wounds of the dying one (vv. 33-34): 
Rom 11 be omitted. 
Rom 11:17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were 

grafted in among them and became a fellow partaker of the root of fatness of the 
olive tree, 

Rom 11:24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree and were grafted 
contrary to nature into the cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are the 
natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree! 

John 15 be omitted. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears 

much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
Luke 10 be omitted. 
Luke 10:33 But a certain Samaritan, who was journeying, came upon him; and when he saw him, 

he was moved with compassion; 
Luke 10:34 And he came to him and bound up his wounds and poured oil and wine on them. And 

placing him on his own beast, he brought him to an inn and took care of him. 

1. Oil and wine together become a healing to people; the more we abide in the Lord by 

calling on Him and pray-reading His Word, the more we will bear “olives” and 

“grapes” to produce oil and wine to pour into people who have been inwardly 

wounded and have become depressed and disappointed. 

2. The oil of the olive tree was used to honor God and man (Judg. 9:8-9), signifying that 

those who walk by the Spirit honor God (Gal. 5:16, 25), and those who minister the 

Spirit honor man (2 Cor. 3:6, 8; Phil. 3:3). 
Judg 9:8 The trees once went forth to anoint a king over themselves. And they said to 

the olive tree, Reign over us. 
Judg 9:9 But the olive tree said to them, Shall I leave my fatness, because of which God 

and men are honored by me, and go to wave over the trees? 
Gal 5:16 But I say, Walk by the Spirit and you shall by no means fulfill the lust of the flesh. 
Gal 5:25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 
2 Cor 3:6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, ministers not 

of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
2 Cor 3:8 How shall the ministry of the Spirit not be more in glory? 
Phil 3:3 For we are the circumcision, the ones who serve by the Spirit of God and boast 

in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh, 

3. The wine of the vine tree was used to cheer God and man (Judg. 9:12-13), signifying 

that those who enjoy Christ as their sacrificing and invigorating life cheer God (Matt. 

9:17) and that those who minister Christ as their sacrificing and invigorating life cheer 

man (2 Cor. 3:6; Phil. 2:17; 2 Tim. 4:6). 
Judg 9:12 Then the trees said to the vine, You come and reign over us. 
Judg 9:13 But the vine said to them, Shall I leave my new wine, which cheers God and 

men, and go to wave over the trees? 
Matt 9:17 Neither do they put new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wineskins 

burst, and the wine pours out, and the wineskins are ruined; but they put new 
wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved. 

2 Cor 3:6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, ministers not 
of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

Phil 2:17 But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and 
service of your faith, I rejoice, and I rejoice together with you all. 

2 Tim 4:6 For I am already being poured out, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
 

V. The pillars of the temple were built of bronze, signifying God’s judgment—1 

Kings 7:14-15, 21; Rev. 3:12; 21:22: 
1 Kings 7:14 He was the son of a widow and of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a 

bronze worker; and he was full of wisdom and understanding and skill to do all kinds of 
work in bronze. And he came to King Solomon and did all his work. 
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1 Kings 7:15 And he formed the two bronze pillars; eighteen cubits was the height of each pillar, and a 
line of twelve cubits encompassed each pillar. 

1 Kings 7:21 And he erected the pillars at the portico of the temple. When he erected the right pillar, he 
called its name Jachin; and when he erected the left pillar, he called its name Boaz. 

Rev 3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by no 
means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My God and the name of the 
city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from My God, and My 
new name. 

Rev 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

A. In the Scriptures the pillar is a sign, a testimony, of God’s building through transformation 

in practicing the Body life—Gen. 28:22a; 1 Kings 7:15-22; Gal. 2:9; 1 Tim. 3:15; Rev. 

3:12; Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:11-12. 
Gen 28:22a And this stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be God's house; … 
1 Kings 7:15 And he formed the two bronze pillars; eighteen cubits was the height of each pillar, 

and a line of twelve cubits encompassed each pillar. 
1 Kings 7:16 And he made two capitals of molten bronze to set upon the tops of the pillars; the height 

of the one capital was five cubits, and the height of the second capital was five cubits. 
1 Kings 7:17 There were nets of checker work with wreaths of chain work for the capitals that were 

at the top of the pillars, seven for the one capital, and seven for the second capital. 
1 Kings 7:18 So he made the pillars; and there were two rows of pomegranates around the one 

network, to cover the capitals that were at the top of the pomegranates. And he did 
the same for the second capital. 

1 Kings 7:19 And the capitals that were at the top of the pillars in the portico were of lily work, four 
cubits in diameter. 

1 Kings 7:20 So then the capitals that were on the two pillars were above and close to the bulge 
that was beside the network. And there were two hundred pomegranates, in rows 
around both capitals. 

1 Kings 7:21 And he erected the pillars at the portico of the temple. When he erected the right 
pillar, he called its name Jachin; and when he erected the left pillar, he called its 
name Boaz. 

1 Kings 7:22 And at the top of the pillars was lily work. And the work on the pillars was completed. 
Gal 2:9 And perceiving the grace given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were 

reputed to be pillars, gave to me and to Barnabas the right hand of fellowship that we 
should go to the Gentiles, and they, to the circumcision. 

1 Tim 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the 
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth. 

Rev 3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by 
no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My God and the 
name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from 
My God, and My new name. 

Rom 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of 
the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well 
pleasing and perfect. 

Eph 4:11 And He Himself gave some as apostles and some as prophets and some as 
evangelists and some as shepherds and teachers, 

Eph 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the building up of 
the Body of Christ, 

B. Those who are useful to God are constantly under God’s judgment (bronze), realizing that 

they are men in the flesh, worthy of nothing but death and burial—Psa. 51:5; Exo. 4:1-9; 

Rom. 7:18; Matt. 3:16-17: 
Psa 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, / And in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Exo 4:1 Then Moses answered and said, What if they do not believe me or listen to my voice, 

but say, Jehovah has not appeared to you? 
Exo 4:2 And Jehovah said to him, What is this in your hand? And he said, A staff. 
Exo 4:3 And He said, Throw it on the ground. And he threw it on the ground, and it became a 

serpent; and Moses recoiled from it. 
Exo 4:4 And Jehovah said to Moses, Stretch out your hand, and take it by its tail-so he 

stretched out his hand and seized it, and it became a staff in his hand - 
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Exo 4:5 That they may believe that Jehovah, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you. 

Exo 4:6 And Jehovah further said to him, Now put your hand into your bosom. And he put his 
hand into his bosom, and when he took it out, there his hand was, leprous as white 
as snow. 

Exo 4:7 And He said, Put your hand into your bosom again-so he put his hand into his bosom 
again, and when he took it out of his bosom, there it was, restored like the rest of his 
flesh - 

Exo 4:8 And if they do not believe you or heed the first sign, then they may believe the next sign. 
Exo 4:9 And if they will not believe even these two signs or listen to your voice, then you shall 

take some of the water of the River and pour it on the dry ground, and the water that 
you take out of the River will become blood upon the dry ground. 

Rom 7:18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, nothing good dwells; for to will is present 
with me, but to work out the good is not. 

Matt 3:16 And having been baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water, and behold, 
the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and coming upon Him. 

Matt 3:17 And behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in 
whom I have found My delight. 

1. The reason for both division and fruitlessness among believers is that there is no 

bronze, nothing of God’s judgment; instead, there is pride, self-boasting, self-

vindication, self-justification, self-approval, self-excuse, self-righteousness, and 

condemning and regulating others instead of shepherding and seeking them—16:24; 

Luke 9:54-55. 
Matt 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him 

deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
Luke 9:54 And seeing this, the disciples James and John said, Lord, do You want us to 

command fire to come down from heaven and consume them? 
Luke 9:55 But turning, He rebuked them and said, You do not know of what kind of spirit 

you are. 

2. When we love the Lord and experience Him as the man of bronze (Ezek. 40:3), He 

will become our extraordinary love, boundless forbearance, unparalleled faithfulness, 

absolute humility, utmost purity, supreme holiness and righteousness, and our 

brightness and uprightness (Phil. 4:5-8). 
Ezek 40:3 And He brought me there, and there was a man, whose appearance was like 

the appearance of bronze, with a line of flax and a measuring reed in His hand, 
standing in the gate. 

Phil 4:5 Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near. 
Phil 4:6 In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 
Phil 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. 
Phil 4:8 Finally, brothers, what things are true, what things are dignified, what things are 

righteous, what things are pure, what things are lovely, what things are well 
spoken of, if there is any virtue and if any praise, take account of these things. 

C. On the capitals of the pillars in the temple there were “nets of checker work [like a trellis] 

with wreaths of chain work”; these signify the complicated and intermixed situation in 

which those who are pillars in God’s building live and bear responsibility (1 Kings 7:17; 2 

Cor. 1:12; 4:7-8); on the top of the capitals were lilies and pomegranates (1 Kings 7:18-20): 
1 Kings 7:17 There were nets of checker work with wreaths of chain work for the capitals that were 

at the top of the pillars, seven for the one capital, and seven for the second capital. 
2 Cor 1:12 For our boasting is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in singleness and 

sincerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have conducted 
ourselves in the world, and more abundantly toward you. 

2 Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be 
of God and not out of us. 
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2 Cor 4:8 We are pressed on every side but not constricted; unable to find a way out but not 
utterly without a way out; 

1 Kings 7:18 So he made the pillars; and there were two rows of pomegranates around the one 
network, to cover the capitals that were at the top of the pomegranates. And he did 
the same for the second capital. 

1 Kings 7:19 And the capitals that were at the top of the pillars in the portico were of lily work, four 
cubits in diameter. 

1 Kings 7:20 So then the capitals that were on the two pillars were above and close to the bulge 
that was beside the network. And there were two hundred pomegranates, in rows 
around both capitals. 

1. Lilies signify a life of faith in God, a life of living by what God is to us, not by what 

we are; the bronze means “not I,” and the lily means “but Christ”—S. S. 2:1-2; Matt. 

6:28, 30; 2 Cor. 5:4; Gal. 2:20. 
S. S. 2:1 I am a rose of Sharon, / A lily of the valleys. 
S. S. 2:2 As a lily among thorns, / So is my love among the daughters. 
Matt 6:28 And why are you anxious concerning clothing? Consider well the lilies of the 

field, how they grow. They do not toil, neither do they spin thread. 
Matt 6:30 And if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is 

cast into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you, you of little faith? 
2 Cor 5:4 For also, we who are in this tabernacle groan, being burdened, in that we do 

not desire to be unclothed, but clothed upon, that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life. 

Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives 
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

2. The pomegranates on the wreaths of the capitals signify the fullness, the abundance 

and beauty, and the expression of the riches of Christ as life—Phil. 1:19-21a; Eph. 

1:22-23; 3:19. 
Phil 1:19 For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and 

the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
Phil 1:20 According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to 

shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in 
my body, whether through life or through death. 

Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ… 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 

things to the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled 

unto all the fullness of God. 

3. Through the crossing out of the checker work and the restriction of the chain work, 

we can live a pure, simple life of trusting in God to express the riches of the divine 

life of Christ for God’s building in life. 
 

VI. The stones of the temple signify Christ’s humanity in transformation, the 

transformed Christ—1 Kings 5:15-18; 6:7, 36; 1 Chron. 29:2; 2 Chron. 3:6: 
1 Kings 5:15 And Solomon had seventy thousand burden bearers and eighty thousand stonecutters in 

the mountains, 
1 Kings 5:16 Besides Solomon's three thousand three hundred chief officers over the work, who directed 

the people who did the work. 
1 Kings 5:17 And the king commanded, and they quarried great stones, costly stones, in order to lay the 

foundation of the house with hewn stone. 
1 Kings 5:18 And Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders and the Gebalites fashioned the stone and 

prepared the timber and the stones in order to build the house. 
1 Kings 6:7 And the house, when it was being built, was built of finished stone, cut at the quarry, so that 

neither hammer nor ax nor any iron tool was heard in the house when it was being built. 
1 Kings 6:36 And he built the inner court with three courses of hewn stone and a course of cedar 

beams. 
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1 Chron 29:2 And as much as was in my power I have prepared for the house of my God the gold for the 
things of gold and the silver for the things of silver and the bronze for the things of bronze 
and the iron for the things of iron and the wood for the things of wood, onyx stones and 
inlaid stones, stones of antimony and variegated stones, and every kind of precious stone 
and marble stones in abundance. 

2 Chron 3:6 And he adorned the house with precious stones for beauty, and the gold was gold from Parvaim. 

A. As God, Christ in His incarnation put on man’s flesh; having become a man in the flesh, a 

man in the old creation, He needed to be transformed in His human part—Rom. 1:3-4. 
Rom 1:3 Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
Rom 1:4 Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out 

of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord; 

B. Such a transformed Christ is now the living stone, the foundation stone, the cornerstone, 

and the topstone of God’s building—1 Pet. 2:4; Isa. 28:16; 1 Cor. 3:11; Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 

2:6; Zech. 4:7; 3:9; Rev. 5:6; 4:3; 21:11. 
1 Pet 2:4 Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and precious, 
Isa 28:16 Therefore thus says / The Lord Jehovah: / Indeed I lay a stone in Zion as a 

foundation, / A tested stone, / A precious cornerstone as a foundation firmly 
established; / He who believes will not hasten away. 

1 Cor 3:11 For another foundation no one is able to lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Eph 2:20 Being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself 

being the cornerstone; 
1 Pet 2:6 For it is contained in Scripture: "Behold, I lay in Zion a cornerstone, chosen and 

precious; and he who believes on Him shall by no means be put to shame." 
Zech 4:7 Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain, and he 

will bring forth the topstone with shouts of Grace, grace to it. 
Zech 3:9 For here is the stone that I have set before Joshua-upon one stone are seven eyes. I 

will engrave its engraving, declares Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of 
that land in one day. 

Rev 5:6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the midst of 
the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

Rev 4:3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance, and 
there was a rainbow around the throne like an emerald in appearance. 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 
as clear as crystal. 

C. The stones in the temple also signify the believers in Christ, who have been transformed by 

Christ as the stone—Matt. 16:18; John 1:42; 1 Pet. 2:4-7; Rev. 21:11, 14, 18-21; cf. Dan. 

2:34-35, 44-45. 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, 

and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
John 1:42 He led him to Jesus. Looking at him, Jesus said, You are Simon, the son of John; you 

shall be called Cephas (which is interpreted, Peter). 
1 Pet 2:4 Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and precious, 
1 Pet 2:5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a 

holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
1 Pet 2:6 For it is contained in Scripture: "Behold, I lay in Zion a cornerstone, chosen and 

precious; and he who believes on Him shall by no means be put to shame." 
1 Pet 2:7 To you therefore who believe is the preciousness; but to the unbelieving, "The stone 

which the builders rejected, this has become the head of the corner," 
Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 

as clear as crystal. 
Rev 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names of the 

twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
Rev 21:18 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 
Rev 21:19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone: the 

first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, 
emerald; 
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Rev 21:20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the 
ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. 

Rev 21:21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was, respectively, of 
one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

Dan 2:34 You were watching until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the image at 
its feet of iron and clay and crushed them. 

Dan 2:35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed all at once, 
and they became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried 
them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image 
became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 

Dan 2:44 And in the days of those kings the God of the heavens will raise up a kingdom which 
will never be destroyed, and its reign will not be left to another people; it will crush 
and put an end to all these kingdoms; and it will stand forever. 

Dan 2:45 Inasmuch as you saw that out of the mountain a stone was cut without hands and 
that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold, the great God 
has made known to the king what will happen afterward; and the dream is certain, 
and its interpretation trustworthy. 

D. The New Testament speaks of living stones (1 Pet. 2:5), and the Old Testament speaks of 

cut stones (1 Kings 5:15, 17-18; 6:7); the stones used for the building up of the church must 

be living inwardly and cut (dealt with) outwardly (2 Cor. 4:16): 
1 Pet 2:5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a 

holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
1 Kings 5:15 And Solomon had seventy thousand burden bearers and eighty thousand 

stonecutters in the mountains, 
1 Kings 5:17 And the king commanded, and they quarried great stones, costly stones, in order to 

lay the foundation of the house with hewn stone. 
1 Kings 5:18 And Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders and the Gebalites fashioned the stone 

and prepared the timber and the stones in order to build the house. 
1 Kings 6:7 And the house, when it was being built, was built of finished stone, cut at the quarry, so that 

neither hammer nor ax nor any iron tool was heard in the house when it was being built. 
2 Cor 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner 

man is being renewed day by day. 

1. In the church some brothers and sisters can be compared to “wild” stones, freshly cut 

from the quarry and full of sharp edges; when they are contacted, they cause people to 

be hurt and to have an uncomfortable feeling. 

2. They are not stable enough to be built upon, to coordinate and serve with others, to 

fight the battle with others, or to bear the Ark with others. 
 

VII. The real Christian life for the building up of the church as the temple of God 

is a life of the crucified and resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit being 

built into our being so that we are being conformed to His death by the power 

of His resurrection to be renewed day by day and transformed from glory to 

glory for His glory in the church—Phil. 3:10; 2 Cor. 3:18; 4:16-18; Eph. 3:21. 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 

conformed to His death, 
2 Cor 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 

being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit. 
2 Cor 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is 

being renewed day by day. 
2 Cor 4:17 For our momentary lightness of affliction works out for us, more and more surpassingly, an 

eternal weight of glory, 
2 Cor 4:18 Because we do not regard the things which are seen but the things which are not seen; for 

the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations forever and 

ever. Amen. 

  




