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Message Six 

Becoming a Reproduction of Christ 

as the Tree of Life for the Ministry of Life 
RK Hymns: 1191, 846 

Scripture Reading: John 1:4; 12:24; 15:1, 4-5; 1 John 5:16; 2 Cor. 4:12 
John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
John 12:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides alone; 

but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
John 15:1 I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman. 
John 15:4 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so 

neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit; for 

apart from Me you can do nothing. 
1 John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he will give life to him, to 

those sinning not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I do not say that he should make request 
concerning that. 

2 Cor 4:12 So then death operates in us, but life in you. 
 

I. In God’s economy we are not only eaters of the tree of life, but we are also 

branches of this tree, and we may eventually become a small tree of life, a 

reproduction of Christ as the tree of life—1 Pet. 2:21; John 1:4; 12:24; 15:1, 4-

5: 
1 Pet 2:21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered on your behalf, leaving you a 

model so that you may follow in His steps; 
John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
John 12:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides 

alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
John 15:1 I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman. 
John 15:4 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the 

vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit; 

for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

A. God’s intention is that all the believers in Christ become a reproduction of Christ, the God-

man—12:24; Rom. 8:29: 
John 12:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it 

abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
Rom 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the 

image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers; 

1. Becoming a reproduction of Christ requires that we be reborn of the pneumatic Christ 

in our spirit and then be gradually transformed by the pneumatic Christ in our soul—

John 3:6; 2 Cor. 3:18. 
John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 
2 Cor 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of 

the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even 
as from the Lord Spirit. 

2. We become Christ’s reproduction by a process that involves the riches of the divine 

life being dispensed into us and experienced by us—Eph. 3:8; Col. 3:4, 10-11. 
Eph 3:8 To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the 

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel 
Col 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in 

glory. 
Col 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge 

according to the image of Him who created him, 
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Col 3:11 Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all. 

3. In order to become a reproduction of Christ as our model, we need to experience 

Christ as the One living in us, being formed in us, and making His home in our 

hearts—Gal. 2:20; 4:19; Eph. 3:16-17a. 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives 

in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Gal 4:19 My children, with whom I travail again in birth until Christ is formed in you, 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17a That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, … 

4. As we become a reproduction of Christ, spontaneously we will live Christ by the 

bountiful supply of His Spirit—Phil. 1:19, 21. 
Phil 1:19 For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and 

the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
Phil 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

B. In Genesis 2:9 the tree of life was unique, but the tree of life has been planted into us and is 

growing in us, causing us to become a small tree of life. 
Gen 2:9 And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 

sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

 

II. As a reproduction of Christ as the tree of life, we have the ministry of life—1 

John 5:16; 2 Cor. 4:12: 
1 John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he will give life to 

him, to those sinning not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I do not say that he should 
make request concerning that. 

2 Cor 4:12 So then death operates in us, but life in you. 

A. Because we are believers in Christ and children of God, we not only have eternal life and 

may experience eternal life, but we also can minister this life to other members of the Body 

of Christ—1 John 5:11-16. 
1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His Son. 
1 John 5:12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not 

have the life. 
1 John 5:13 I have written these things to you that you may know that you have eternal life, to you 

who believe into the name of the Son of God. 
1 John 5:14 And this is the boldness which we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according 

to His will, He hears us. 
1 John 5:15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 

requests which we have asked from Him. 
1 John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he will give 

life to him, to those sinning not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I do not say that 
he should make request concerning that. 

B. To minister life is to impart life; when we have a surplus of life, we can minister from this 

supply to others—1:1-2; 2:25; 5:11-13, 16. 
1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of life 
1 John 1:2 (And the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and report to you the 

eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us); 
1 John 2:25 And this is the promise which He Himself promised us, the eternal life. 
1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His Son. 
1 John 5:12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not 

have the life. 
1 John 5:13 I have written these things to you that you may know that you have eternal life, to you 

who believe into the name of the Son of God. 
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1 John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he will give 
life to him, to those sinning not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I do not say that 
he should make request concerning that. 

C. The service in the church is a life-ministering service—a service of supplying others with 

the divine life—2 Cor. 4:12: 
2 Cor 4:12 So then death operates in us, but life in you. 

1. We need to be impressed with this point and look to the Lord that our service would 

become an outlet for His life—John 11:25; 1 John 1:2. 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, 

even if he should die, shall live; 
1 John 1:2 (And the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and report to you 

the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us); 

2. The life that we supply to others is in the Spirit, the Spirit is mingled with our spirit, 

and the life of God is located, abides, and grows in the mingled spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b; 

6:17; Rom. 8:4: 
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 
1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 
Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not 

walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit. 

a. If we would supply the saints with life, we must release our spirit, for the divine 

life is in our mingled spirit—7:6; 1:9. 
Rom 7:6 But now we have been discharged from the law, having died to that in 

which we were held, so that we serve in newness of spirit and not in 
oldness of letter. 

Rom 1:9 For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of His 
Son, how unceasingly I make mention of you always in my prayers, 

b. If our spirit cannot be released, the divine life has no way to be released—8:10. 
Rom 8:10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit 

is life because of righteousness. 

D. If we would live as a reproduction of Christ as the tree of life, we need to be deeply 

impressed with the necessity of being able to minister life—1 John 5:11-16: 
1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His Son. 
1 John 5:12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not 

have the life. 
1 John 5:13 I have written these things to you that you may know that you have eternal life, to you 

who believe into the name of the Son of God. 
1 John 5:14 And this is the boldness which we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according 

to His will, He hears us. 
1 John 5:15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 

requests which we have asked from Him. 
1 John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he will give 

life to him, to those sinning not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I do not say that 
he should make request concerning that. 

1. The service that God wants from us does not focus on doing a work but on ministering 

life—v. 16. 
1 John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he will 

give life to him, to those sinning not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I do 
not say that he should make request concerning that. 

2. In order to minister life to others, we need to be joined to Christ, abide in Christ, and 

give Him the ground in us to fill us so that His life, nature, likes, and inclination 

become our life, nature, likes, and inclination—2:27; Eph. 3:16-17. 
1 John 2:27 And as for you, the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and 

you have no need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing teaches you concerning 
all things and is true and is not a lie, and even as it has taught you, abide in Him. 

Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
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Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, 

E. To minister life is to have the outflow of life; our service is God’s flowing out to supply 

others with the divine life—John 19:34; 7:37-39: 
John 19:34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately there came out 

blood and water. 
John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If 

anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 
John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow 

rivers of living water. 
John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about 

to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

1. Life is the content of God and the flowing out of God; God’s content is God’s being, 

and God’s flowing out is the impartation of Himself as life to us—Eph. 4:18; Rev. 22:1. 
Eph 4:18 Being darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because 

of the ignorance which is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of 

the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 

2. In order for life to be released from our spirit, our outer man must be dealt with and 

broken—2 Cor. 4:16; Heb. 4:12: 
2 Cor 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our 

inner man is being renewed day by day. 
Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and operative and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit and of joints and 
marrow, and able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

a. If our outer man is not broken, there cannot be a pure flow of the divine life—

John 7:38. 
John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost 

being shall flow rivers of living water. 

b. If we want the divine life to be released from within us, we must be subdued in 

our soul and let our spirit dominate and rule over every matter; then the Lord’s 

life will be able to flow out—Eph. 3:16-17. 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, 

being rooted and grounded in love, 

3. Having the outflow of life requires that we be one with Christ in His life-releasing 

death; this is to be identified with the smitten Christ typified by the smitten rock—

John 19:34; Exo. 17:6: 
John 19:34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately there 

came out blood and water. 
Exo 17:6 I will be standing before you there upon the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike 

the rock, and water will come out of it so that the people may drink. And Moses 
did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

a. When we are one with Christ as the smitten rock, the divine life as the living 

water flows out of us—v. 6; John 7:38. 
Exo 17:6 I will be standing before you there upon the rock in Horeb; and you shall 

strike the rock, and water will come out of it so that the people may drink. 
And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost 
being shall flow rivers of living water. 

b. Our human life, our natural life, must be smitten so that the living water may 

flow out from within us—2 Cor. 4:10-11, 16. 
2 Cor 4:10 Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus that the 

life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 
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2 Cor 4:11 For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' 
sake that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 

2 Cor 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, 
yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 

c. If we are one with the smitten Christ, we will experience the crucifixion of our 

natural life, and then as Christ’s divine life flowed out as living water through 

the smiting of His human life, we also will experience the flow of the water of 

life through the smiting of our natural life—vv. 10-12. 
2 Cor 4:10 Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus that the 

life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 
2 Cor 4:11 For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' 

sake that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 
2 Cor 4:12 So then death operates in us, but life in you. 

F. If we would minister life to others, we need to be aware of the attack upon the church by 

death, the gates of Hades—Matt. 16:18; Rom. 5:17: 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, 

and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
Rom 5:17 For if, by the offense of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those 

who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life 
through the One, Jesus Christ. 

1. What is of God is characterized by life, and what is of Satan, by death; in the church 

everything that issues from God is life, and everything that issues from Satan is 

death—John 11:25; Heb. 2:14. 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, 

even if he should die, shall live; 
Heb 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also Himself in 

like manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy him who 
has the might of death, that is, the devil, 

2. Satan’s greatest fear with regard to the church is her resistance to his power of death—

2 Tim. 1:10. 
2 Tim 1:10 But now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, 

who nullified death and brought life and incorruption to light through the gospel, 

3. The eternal life within us can overcome death both in ourselves and in other members 

of the church—1 John 5:11-13, 16. 
1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His Son. 
1 John 5:12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does 

not have the life. 
1 John 5:13 I have written these things to you that you may know that you have eternal life, 

to you who believe into the name of the Son of God. 
1 John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he will 

give life to him, to those sinning not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I do 
not say that he should make request concerning that. 

4. As a reproduction of Christ as the tree of life, we need to experience eternal life and 

minister this life to others by being a channel through which eternal life can flow—

John 7:37-39; Phil. 1:24-25. 
John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, 

saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 
John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall 

flow rivers of living water. 
John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were 

about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been 
glorified. 

Phil 1:24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary for your sake. 
Phil 1:25 And being confident of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all 

for your progress and joy of the faith, 

 




