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Outline of the Messages 

for the Memorial Day Conference May 27-30, 2022 
 

GENERAL SUBJECT: 

TAKING THE WAY OF ENJOYING CHRIST AS THE TREE OF LIFE 

Message One 

Taking the Way of Enjoying Christ as the Tree of Life  

for the Accomplishing of God’s Eternal Economy 
EM Hymns: 602, 612 

Scripture Reading: Gen. 2:7-9; Rev. 2:7; 22:14; John 1:4; 14:6a; 10:10b; 6:35, 57, 63 
Gen 2:7 Jehovah God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 

life, and man became a living soul. 
Gen 2:8 And Jehovah God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there He put the man whom He had 

formed. 
Gen 2:9 And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and 

good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. 

Rev 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to 
him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God. 

Rev 22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of life and may enter 
by the gates into the city. 

John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
John 14:6a Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; … 
John 10:10b … I have come that they may have life and may have it abundantly. 
John 6:35 Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall by no means hunger, and he 

who believes into Me shall by no means ever thirst. 
John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also 

shall live because of Me. 
John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken to you are 

spirit and are life. 
 

I. In Genesis 2 we see two choices before man—the tree of life and the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil—vv. 7-9: 
Gen 2 be omitted. 
Gen 2:7 Jehovah God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 

breath of life, and man became a living soul. 
Gen 2:8 And Jehovah God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there He put the man whom 

He had formed. 
Gen 2:9 And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight 

and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 

A. The two trees show that in this universe there are two wills, two sources, and two 

possibilities for man to choose with his free will—cf. Deut. 30:19-20. 
Deut 30:19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today: I have set before you life and 

death, blessing and curse; therefore choose life that you and your seed may live, 
Deut 30:20 In loving Jehovah your God by listening to His voice and holding fast to Him; for He is 

your life and the length of your days, that you may dwell upon the land which 
Jehovah swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them. 

B. The tree of life signifies Christ, the embodiment of the Triune God, as life to man in the 

form of food for man to enjoy Him and be constituted with Him for His glory, His corporate 

expression, thus accomplishing God’s original intention according to His eternal 

economy—Gen. 1:26; Isa. 43:7; Gen. 2:9; Rev. 2:7; 22:14; John 1:4; 14:6a; 10:10b; 6:35, 

57, 63; Rev. 21:10-11; cf. 4:3: 
Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let 
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them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over 
the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth. 

Isa 43:7 Everyone who is called by My name, / Whom I have created, formed, and even made 
for My glory. 

Gen 2:9 And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Rev 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God. 

Rev 22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of life 
and may enter by the gates into the city. 

John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
John 14:6a Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; … 
John 10:10b … I have come that they may have life and may have it abundantly. 
John 6:35 Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall by no means 

hunger, and he who believes into Me shall by no means ever thirst. 
John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, 

he also shall live because of Me. 
John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken 

to you are spirit and are life. 
Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the 

holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 

as clear as crystal. 
Rev 4:3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance, and 

there was a rainbow around the throne like an emerald in appearance. 

1. The tree of life, the tree of God, the God-tree, is the center of the universe. 

2. The Old Testament begins with the tree of life (Gen. 2:9), and the New Testament 

ends with the tree of life (Rev. 22:2, 14); thus, the thought of God being man’s life 

runs through the entire divine revelation. 
Gen 2:9 And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant 

to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the 
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Rev 22:2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing 
twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations. 

Rev 22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of 
life and may enter by the gates into the city. 

3. God’s placing man in front of the tree of life indicates that God wanted man to receive 

Him as his life by eating Him organically and assimilating Him metabolically, so that 

God might become the very constituent of man’s being—John 6:57, 63; Jer. 15:16; 

Matt. 4:4. 
John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who 

eats Me, he also shall live because of Me. 
John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have 

spoken to you are spirit and are life. 
Jer 15:16 Your words were found and I ate them, / And Your word became to me / The 

gladness and joy of my heart, / For I am called by Your name, / O Jehovah, 
God of hosts. 

Matt 4:4 But He answered and said, It is written, "Man shall not live on bread alone, but 
on every word that proceeds out through the mouth of God." 

C. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil signifies Satan as the source of death to man—

Heb. 2:14: 
Heb 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also Himself in like 

manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy him who has the 
might of death, that is, the devil, 
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1. It also signifies all things apart from God, for anything that is not God Himself, 

including good things and even scriptural things and religious things, can be utilized 

by Satan, the subtle one, to bring death to man—John 5:39-40; 2 Cor. 3:6b. 
John 5:39 You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; 

and it is these that testify concerning Me. 
John 5:40 Yet you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life. 
2 Cor 3:6b … for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

2. Good and evil are not signified by two trees but by one tree, the second tree; thus, 

seeking good other than God belongs to Satan. 

3. The genuine good is God Himself; hence, gaining God equals gaining the genuine 

good—Matt. 19:17a; Mark 10:17-18; Psa. 16:2. 
Matt 19:17a And He said to him, Why do you ask Me concerning what is good? There is 

only One who is good. … 
Mark 10:17 And as He went out into the road, someone ran to Him and kneeling before 

Him asked Him, Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 
Mark 10:18 And Jesus said to him, Why do you call Me good? No one is good except One-God. 
Psa 16:2 I say to Jehovah, You are my Lord; / No good have I beyond You; 

D. The tree of life causes man to be dependent on God (John 15:5), but the tree of knowledge 

causes man to rebel against God and be independent from Him (cf. Gen. 3:5): 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears 

much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
Gen 3:5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 

become like God, knowing good and evil. 

1. Eating indicates dependence; that God is our food, signified by the tree of life, means 

that we must depend on God continually. 

2. The tree of knowledge indicates independence; in the eyes of God, man’s first sin and 

the greatest sin is independence. 

E. The two trees issue in two lines, two ways—the way of life and the way of death—that run 

through the entire Bible and end in the book of Revelation: 

1. Death begins with the tree of knowledge (Gen. 2:17) and ends with the lake of fire 

(Rev. 20:10, 14). 
Gen 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall not eat; for in 

the day that you eat of it you shall surely die. 
Rev 20:10 And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 

where also the beast and the false prophet were; and they will be tormented 
day and night forever and ever. 

Rev 20:14 And death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death, 
the lake of fire. 

2. Life begins with the tree of life and ends with the New Jerusalem, the city of the water 

of life—22:1-2. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of 

the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 
Rev 22:2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing 

twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations. 

 

II. We must stay on the way of life, the line of life, in the maintenance of life by 

enjoying Christ as the tree of life for God’s building in life by our growth in 

life—John 10:10b; Rev. 22:1-2; Eph. 4:16; 2:21-22; Col. 2:19: 
John 10:10b … I have come that they may have life and may have it abundantly. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 

God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 
Rev 22:2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve fruits, 

yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 
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Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every 
joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes 
the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love. 

Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; 
Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
Col 2:19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit 

together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God. 

A. We stay on the way of life by living and serving according to the principle of life, not 

according to the principle of right and wrong: 

1. We must live and act according to the inner sense of life in our spirit, the leading of 

life, not according to right and wrong—Rom. 8:6; 2 Cor. 2:13. 
Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace. 
2 Cor 2:13 I had no rest in my spirit, for I did not find Titus my brother; but taking leave of 

them, I went forth into Macedonia. 

2. The standard for Christian living is the presence of the indwelling Christ within us; it 

is not a question of what is right or wrong but of whether or not the divine life within 

us agrees with something—Matt. 17:3, 5, 8; cf. Mal. 2:15-16. 
Matt 17:3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with Him. 
Matt 17:5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and 

behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I 
have found My delight. Hear Him! 

Matt 17:8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus Himself alone. 
Mal 2:15 But did He not make them one? And the remnant of the Spirit was His. And 

why the one? He sought the seed of God. Take heed then to your spirit, and let 
no one be treacherous to the wife of his youth. 

Mal 2:16 For I hate divorce, says Jehovah the God of Israel; and he who does it behaves 
in violence, says Jehovah of hosts. Take heed then to your spirit, and do not be 
treacherous. 

B. We stay on the way of life by loving the Lord to the uttermost, drawing others to run after 

Him—Mark 12:30; S. S. 1:4a: 
Mark 12:30 And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your whole soul 

and from your whole mind and from your whole strength." 
S. S. 1:4a Draw me; … 

1. To enjoy Christ as the tree of life, we must tell Him all the time, “Lord Jesus, I love 

You”; if we have a burning love toward the Lord Jesus, giving Him the first place in 

all things, we will enjoy all that He is—Rev. 2:4-5, 7. 
Rev 2:4 But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love. 
Rev 2:5 Remember therefore where you have fallen from and repent and do the first 

works; but if not, I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its 
place, unless you repent. 

Rev 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
who overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
Paradise of God. 

2. To enjoy Christ as the tree of life, we must betroth people to Him, bringing them into 

the genuine appreciation, love, and enjoyment of the precious person of the Lord 

Jesus—2 Cor. 11:2-3. 
2 Cor 11:2 For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I betrothed you to one 

husband to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 
2 Cor 11:3 But I fear lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your 

thoughts would be corrupted from the simplicity and the purity toward Christ. 

C. We stay on the way of life by eating Jesus through pray-reading the Word, musing on the 

word, and ministering the word as the Spirit into others by the exercise of our spirit of 

faith—John 6:57, 63; Jer. 15:16; Psa. 119:15; Matt. 4:4; 24:45; 1 Cor. 2:4-5, 13: 
John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, 

he also shall live because of Me. 
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John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken 
to you are spirit and are life. 

Jer 15:16 Your words were found and I ate them, / And Your word became to me / The gladness 
and joy of my heart, / For I am called by Your name, / O Jehovah, God of hosts. 

Psa 119:15 I will muse upon Your precepts / And regard Your ways. 
Matt 4:4 But He answered and said, It is written, "Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 

every word that proceeds out through the mouth of God." 
Matt 24:45 Who then is the faithful and prudent slave, whom the master has set over his 

household to give them food at the proper time? 
1 Cor 2:4 And my speech and my proclamation were not in persuasive words of wisdom but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
1 Cor 2:5 In order that your faith would not stand in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 
1 Cor 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom but in words 

taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things with spiritual words. 

1. We must enjoy Him in the Word early in the morning to have a new start of each day, 

and we must receive His word with much and careful consideration—Psa. 119:15, 

147-148; cf. Lev. 11:3. 
Psa 119:15 I will muse upon Your precepts / And regard Your ways. 
Psa 119:147 I anticipated the dawn and cried out; / I hoped in Your words. 
Psa 119:148 My eyes anticipated the night watches, / That I might muse upon Your word. 
Lev 11:3 Whatever has a divided hoof, that is, has its hoof split in two, and chews the 

cud among the beasts, that you may eat. 

2. We must speak Christ to all kinds of people daily in season and out of season (Acts 

5:42; 8:4; 2 Tim. 4:2) and desperately endeavor to build up a habit of speaking in any 

meeting (1 Cor. 14:26, 4-5, 12, 31). 
Acts 5:42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease 

teaching and announcing the gospel of Jesus as the Christ. 
Acts 8:4 Those therefore who were scattered went throughout the land announcing the 

word as the gospel. 
2 Tim 4:2 Proclaim the word; be ready in season and out of season; convict, rebuke, 

exhort with all long-suffering and teaching. 
1 Cor 14:26 What then, brothers? Whenever you come together, each one has a psalm, 

has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all 
things be done for building up. 

1 Cor 14:4 He who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but he who prophesies builds up 
the church. 

1 Cor 14:5 I desire that you all speak in tongues, but especially that you would prophesy; 
and greater is he who prophesies than he who speaks in tongues, unless he 
interprets, that the church may receive building up. 

1 Cor 14:12 So also you, since you are zealous of spirits, seek that you may excel for the 
building up of the church. 

1 Cor 14:31 For you can all prophesy one by one that all may learn and all may be 
encouraged. 

D. We stay on the way of life by enjoying the Triune God as the law of the Spirit of life with its 

divine capacity—Rom. 8:2; Jer. 32:39: 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of 

death. 
Jer 32:39 And I will give them one heart and one way, to fear Me all the days, for their own 

good and for the good of their children after them. 

1. In the garden of Eden with the two trees, we see life, good, and evil; we are a 

miniature garden of Eden with the law of the Spirit of life in our spirit, the law of good 

in our natural, independent mind, and the law of evil in our flesh—Rom. 7:23; 8:2, 16. 
Rom 7:23 But I see a different law in my members, warring against the law of my mind 

and making me a captive to the law of sin which is in my members. 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 

and of death. 
Rom 8:16 The Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God. 
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2. We must “switch on” the law of the Spirit of life by walking according to the spirit and 

setting our mind on the spirit for the dispensing of the Triune God as life into our 

tripartite being—vv. 2, 4, 6, 10-11. 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 

and of death. 
Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not 

walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit. 
Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and 

peace. 
Rom 8:10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life 

because of righteousness. 
Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 

who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit who indwells you. 

E. We stay on the way of life by living in resurrection, in the reality of the church as the Body 

of Christ, signified by the golden lampstand as a tree of resurrection life; this is so that we 

may bear the glory of God for God’s expression as the city of life, the New Jerusalem—

Eph. 1:22-23; Exo. 25:31-40; Rev. 1:11-12; 21:10-11. 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to 

the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Exo 25:31 And you shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand with its base and its 

shaft shall be made of beaten work; its cups, its calyxes, and its blossom buds shall 
be of one piece with it. 

Exo 25:32 And there shall be six branches going out of its sides; three branches of the 
lampstand out of one of its sides, and three branches of the lampstand out of its other 
side; 

Exo 25:33 Three cups made like almond blossoms in one branch, a calyx and a blossom bud; 
and three cups made like almond blossoms in the other branch, a calyx and a 
blossom bud-so for the six branches going out of the lampstand. 

Exo 25:34 And there shall be on the lampstand four cups made like almond blossoms, its 
calyxes and its blossom buds; 

Exo 25:35 And a calyx under two branches of one piece with it, and a calyx under two branches 
of one piece with it, and a calyx under two branches of one piece with it, for the six 
branches going out of the lampstand. 

Exo 25:36 Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one piece with it; all of it one beaten work 
of pure gold. 

Exo 25:37 And you shall make its lamps, seven; and set up its lamps to give light to the area in 
front of it. 

Exo 25:38 And its tongs and its firepans shall be of pure gold. 
Exo 25:39 It shall be made of a talent of pure gold, with all these utensils. 
Exo 25:40 And see that you make them according to their pattern, which was shown to you in 

the mountain. 
Rev 1:11 Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus 

and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia 
and to Laodicea. 

Rev 1:12 And I turned to see the voice that spoke with me; and when I turned, I saw seven 
golden lampstands, 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the 
holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 
as clear as crystal. 

 

III. The unique way for us to be overcomers is by eating and enjoying Christ as the 

tree of life so that we can be transformed in life to become the man-child for 

the display of Christ’s victory and for us to become the bride for Christ’s 
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satisfaction—2:7, 17; 3:20-21; 12:5-12; 19:7-9; 22:2, 14. 
Rev 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 

overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God. 
Rev 2:17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 

overcomes, to him I will give of the hidden manna, and to him I will give a white stone, and 
upon the stone a new name written, which no one knows except he who receives it. 

Rev 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, then I 
will come in to him and dine with him and he with Me. 

Rev 3:21 He who overcomes, to him I will give to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and 
sat with My Father on His throne. 

Rev 12:5 And she brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd all the nations with an iron 
rod; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne. 

Rev 12:6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place there prepared by God so 
that they might nourish her there a thousand two hundred and sixty days. 

Rev 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels went to war with the dragon. And the 
dragon warred and his angels. 

Rev 12:8 And they did not prevail, neither was their place found any longer in heaven. 
Rev 12:9 And the great dragon was cast down, the ancient serpent, he who is called the Devil and 

Satan, he who deceives the whole inhabited earth; he was cast to the earth, and his angels 
were cast down with him. 

Rev 12:10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, Now has come the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ, for the accuser of our brothers has 
been cast down, who accuses them before our God day and night. 

Rev 12:11 And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their 
testimony, and they loved not their soul-life even unto death. 

Rev 12:12 Therefore be glad, O heavens and those who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and the sea 
because the devil has come down to you and has great rage, knowing that he has only a 
short time. 

Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come, and His wife has made herself ready. 

Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine 
linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 

Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the 
Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God. 

Rev 22:2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve fruits, 
yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 

Rev 22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of life and may 
enter by the gates into the city. 

  




