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Week Six

The Preparation of the Bride

Outline

Scripture Reading: Rev. 19:7-9, 11-21; 21:2

Day 1

The marriage of the Lamb is the issue of the completion
of God’s New Testament economy, which is to obtain for
Christ a bride, the church, through His judicial redemption
and by His organic salvation in His divine life—Gen. 2:22;
Rom. 5:10; Rev. 19:7-9; 21:2, 9-11.

The Lord’s recovery is for the preparation of the bride of
Christ, who is composed of all His overcomers—19:7-9; cf.
Gen. 2:22; Matt. 16:18:

A All the overcomers will be the New Jerusalem as the bride of Christ for

one thousand years in its initial and fresh stage—Rev. 19:7.

B Eventually, all the believers will join the overcomers to consummate and

complete the New Jerusalem in full as the wife of Christ in the new heaven
and new earth for eternity—21:2, 9-11.

Day 2

IIl The readiness of the corporate bride depends on the

maturity in life of the overcomers—19:7-9; Heb. 6:1; Phil.
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12 ~15, w13 ~15; 3:12-15; Eph. 4:13-15:

— BHAXBE, “RALT ZHERNTHERKALEME A ln the New Testament the word perfect is used to refer to the believers’
A4 bk, RBFIUNEL, BHERMNE LA being full-grown, mature, and perfected in the life of God, indicating that
XA G ERARHK, AETZAE—KA4LS, we need to grow and mature unto perfection in the divine life—Matt. 5:48.

ZH&ME2HREKRKK, AHKMNAEM T4 4 EZ B We need to continue to grow until we are matured in the divine life to
m o, mAKRBA, RELABEEHZ FHE become a full-grown man, arriving at the measure of the stature of the

FEE—%Hm 13, fullness of Christ—Eph. 4:13.
= #HEERaHk, ROEREAETLEEKE— Clnorder for the bride to be mature, her faith and love need to be fully
% = 15: developed—Titus 3:15:

| (BRI J9E A E B 2 (EEME IR L fE 2 1 Faith and love are two inseparable, excellent virtues of the believers
Fi— 14 fefg— 13 fIf 6 ° in Christ—1 Tim. 1:14; 2 Tim. 1:13; Gal. 5:6.

2 fERMUIMNERZ T > BB IZ2HETHE— 2 Through faith we receive the Lord, and through love we enjoy the
A— 12> Fm2l > Z—15~17: Lord whom we have received—John 1:12; 14:21; 21:15-17:

a BTG EA] » ERATH B Z I E=—MW & a Faith is given to us by God that by it we may receive Christ, the
BALBHVEE » fEATHEA=—H SHIERLE embodiment of the Triune God, and thereby enter into the Triune God
— o FE MR A a0 AR e Y R R — D) — and be joined to Him as one, having Him as our life, life supply, and
ME—1 - everything—2 Pet. 1:1.

b B HE & kN » WIRATEI LS HATILE b Love issues out of faith and enables us to live out all the riches of the
BAEZBNAG L EHE=—WEEEEN—T) Triune God with those who have believed into Christ with us in order

g [ =—HEERERENHREZE =19 ~ that the Triune God may have a glorious corporate expression—Eph.
21 ° 3:19-21.

HRTAEEGEZRK, L Rsk#EE R IV Inaddition to being mature in life, the bride must be built
A—NAERGA—KT <18, =21~ up as a corporate person—Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:21-22;

22, W15~16, B+/7, ——2: 4:15-16; Rev. 19:7; 21:2:
— AEERACKYRE, LAWK EMHBFA—% A God’s building is the desire of God’s heart and the goal of God’s
—5,9, =728 —11, @+2~3, 34~35, salvation—Eph. 1:5, 9; Exo. 25:8; 1:11; 40:2-3, 34-35.

Z WEEE—AEE, ELPAEA, A5#, & B God intends to have a building in which God and man, man and God, can

O OFEBmTIRERME
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AMBGER—H TR 4 L, B =—2~3, 22,

= AEEORNGRMFHACTEEINALR,
BAZEINwgCLER—4 1T 20, 45w 15;

| 15 BRI Rt B C S 2 A\ B -

be a mutual abode to each other—John 15:4a; Rev. 21:2-3, 22.
C The principle of God’s building is that God builds Himself into man and
2 NSHeyEMs R AR S s Em —h=17 -

vy

builds man into Himself—]John 14:20; 1 John 4:15:
EREREHROAREE R, RIMHERET

KEEZLHARZHELR—T 15~ 16,

1 God’s mingling Himself with man is God’s building Himself into man.
i

2 Man’s mingling with God is man’s being built into God—Eph. 3:17.
ERAPTFHZAEGHAZRE—R, RBEM
KT 4%

%0 KEABZARS N EE—RIT— 4

E Being built up with the fellow partakers of the divine life is the highest
A=

requirement of His faithful seekers—4:15-16.
virtue of one who pursues Christ in God’s eternal economy—1 Tim. 1:4.
1 #da B AEALIR 2 “Hl e e mm” 1F

D To be built up with fellow believers is the Lord’s supreme and highest

—Jjg /7 ~8:

Day 3
V The bride’s wedding garment is of “fine linen, bright and
clean”—Rev. 19:7-8:
— FE0, REMR; AR, RIEF L, A Clean refers to the nature, and bright refers to the expression.
Z A F R mERTGR CXET X —8F: B The fine linen with which the bride is clothed is “the righteousnesses of
the saints”—v. 8:
| By RN IE G X o EERIgEERE 1 Christ is the righteousness by which we have been justified by God so
B4 BEMIAdG—MRET— 30 Z/U10 ¢ that we may be reborn in our spirit to receive the divine life—1 Cor.
1:30; Rom. 8:10:
a TENBATEMA N » BB T2 BA E B 5 R
AA—fr—=24~28> FH 190025 F 16~ 18
b (EABATEMAY N » BB T2 FERA 1 EEA A —

i ABANTE—FHEERERR S > FHIRA S A
AETE— KT 620

a As our objective righteousness, Christ is the One in whom we are
justified by God—3:24, 28; 5:1, 9; 4:25; 5:16, 18.

b As our subjective righteousness, Christ is the One dwelling in us
to live for us a life that can be justified by God and that is always
acceptable to God—Matt. 5:6, 20.

QBN TEES NELREAE R » SO IETXS 2 If we are to be found in Christ, we must fulfill the condition of not
# AREABECIATEENNY  JThEE Ak having our own righteousness but instead having a righteousness
MECHX—BEEEEEMAEN X > SEil&ET

O OFEBTREMMNESSE 6 MME - $53 7

which is not our own—a righteousness which is through faith in Christ,
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the righteousness which is out of God and based on faith—Phil. 3:9.

3 Christ lived out of the saints as their subjective righteousness
becomes their wedding garment—Rev. 19:8:

a The righteousness we received for our salvation is objective and
enables us to meet the requirement of the righteous God, whereas the
righteousnesses of the overcoming saints are subjective and enable them
to meet the requirement of the overcoming Christ—1 Cor. 1:30; Phil. 3:9.

b The wedding garment in Matthew 22:11-13 signifies the Christ whom
we live out and who is expressed through us in our daily living as our
surpassing righteousness—>5:20; Rev. 3:4-5, 18.

Day 4

VI For the presentation of the bride to the Bridegroom, the
bride needs beauty—S. S. 1:15-16; 4:1, 7:

A In Song of Songs the lover and the Beloved both have beauty, and they
appreciate the beauty in each other—1:15-16; 4:1-5, 7.

B Ephesians 5:27 speaks of the beauty of the bride, revealing that Christ will
“present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.”

C The beauty of the bride comes from the Christ who is wrought into the
church and who is then expressed through the church—3:17a.

D Our only beauty is the shining out of Christ from within us; what Christ
appreciates in us is the expression of Himself—Psa. 50:2.

E “Your eyes will see the King in His beauty” (Isa. 33:17a); “the King will
desire your beauty” (Psa. 45:11a).
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< CROEBI, REWFH, FELIRKEH F “You are as beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, / As lovely as Jerusalem, / As

A&

A, BRI REF ALY EIN —HK< 4, terrible as an army with banners”—S. S. 6:4.
IEEA Day 5
# 43 A b IR AT LEEG B — 9 55 VIIThe bride must also be a warrior for the defeating of God’s
10: enemy—Eph.6:10:

— BB AE_+tAE_TXFA<F+E AlnEphesians 5:25-27 and 6:10-20 we see the church as the bride and the
—+F, AMNEHE2ANBLEARE;, £B warrior; in Revelation 19 we also have these two aspects of the church.
TRTAE, KNECFBLHNIHG,

5P Day 6

Z hEWEzA, ABF2RENSFE5MGMESE B Onthe day of His wedding, Christ will marry those who have been fighting
BN XHAW, ABZRRNCEBELN the battle against God’s enemy for years; that is, Christ will marry the
EHEGEME—T ~9T, hz5=14, overcomers, who have already overcome the evil one—vv. 7-9; 1 John 2:14.

ZABZUMERKEEN S, wAEAWHEEA  C Christ will come as a fighting General with His bride as His army to fight
MEIN, TEREHALABTELGATHNEFR—EB against Antichrist at Armageddon—Rev. 19:11-21:
+H11 ~21:

| BEVECTE M ERRET » #5&E N ATk — 1 When Christ comes with His army, He will come as the Son of Man—
KZJN64 B 14 - Matt. 26:64; Rev. 14:14.

2 XA A FFRE— MO - P SHAEED - (e D 2 As the Son of Man, He will need a counterpart to match and complete
5E4  XECERLEMAY R — 2= 29 Him; this counterpart will be His bride—John 3:29.

3REFEIE > AR R W HEAIE - B+ 3 Because the Lord is the Word, His fighting will be the speaking of the
13: word of God—Rev. 19:13:

a RS > Mgy eig > R . a As the Lord fights, He speaks for God and expresses God.

b AR T WS EE— A IS - b The Lord’s fighting at Armageddon will be a powerful speaking.

4 EALAALIR L A B MBATESL » BT TH HRY 4 The wedding garment—Christ lived out of us as our daily righteousness—
Mo ERITAA FHESIEL » g RESINE qualifies us not only to attend the wedding but also to join the army to

i
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fight with Christ against Antichrist in the war at Armageddon—Matt.
22:11-12; Rev. 19:7-8, 14.

VIII The corporate Christ, Christ with His overcoming bride,
will come as a stone to crush the aggregate of human
government to bring in God’s kingdom—Dan. 2:34-35;
Joel 3:11; Rev. 19:11-21; cf. Gen. 1:26:

A Whereas Daniel 2 speaks of Christ coming as a stone cut out without
hands, Revelation 19 speaks of Christ coming as the One who has His
bride as His army.

B Before Christ descends to earth to deal with Antichrist and the totality of
human government, He will have a wedding, uniting His overcomers to
Himself as one entity—vv. 7-9.

C After His wedding, the Lord will come with His newly married bride to
destroy Antichrist, who with his army will fight against God directly—vv.
11, 13-15; 2 Thes. 2:2-8:

1 The Lord Jesus, the Word of God, will slay Antichrist, the man of
lawlessness, by the breath of His mouth—Rev. 19:13-15; 2 Thes. 2:2-8.

2 Out of Christ’s mouth proceeds a sharp sword, that with it He might
smite the nations—Rev. 19:15a; cf. 1:16; 2:12, 16.

D After crushing the human government, God will have cleared up the
entire universe; then the corporate Christ, Christ with His overcomers,
will become a great mountain to fill the whole earth, making the whole
earth God’s kingdom—Dan. 2:35, 44; 7:22, 27; Rev. 11:15.
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WEEK 6 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come...

9 ... Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb.
And he said to me, These are the true words of God.

In Revelation 19:6 the voice of the great multitude proclaims, “Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns!” The reign of God, the kingdom, is
related to the marriage of the Lamb, and the marriage of the Lamb is the issue
of the completion of God’s New Testament economy. God’s economy in the New
Testament is to obtain for Christ the bride, the church, through His redemption
and divine life. By the continual working of the Holy Spirit through all the
centuries, this goal will be attained at the end of this age. Then the bride with the
overcoming believers will be ready. Simultaneously, the kingdom of God will come.

The wedding will bring in the reign of the Lord, the kingdom, because all the
guests invited to the wedding will be both the corporate bride and the co-kings
of the Groom. The Bridegroom, who will take the whole earth as His kingdom,
certainly needs many sub-kings to be His co-kings. All His co-kings will be His
corporate bride.

Although you may be saved, you must become an overcomer in order to
receive the kingdom as your reward. For the overcomers, reigning with Christ
in His kingdom will be the wedding feast. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 629-
630)

Today’s Reading

There is no doubt that Revelation 19 will be completely fulfilled. Furthermore,
we believe that the process of fulfillment is taking place today. Since Jerusalem
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has been restored to the nation of Israel, the coming back of the Lord Jesus
should not be far off. The bride, however, cannot be prepared quickly. This
preparation is a gradual work that takes place over a period of time. Certainly the
Lord must be doing a work on earth to prepare His bride.... Some may say that
the work of preparing the bride is among the spiritual ones in Catholicism, the
denominations, and the independent groups. According to this view, Christ will
gather together all these spiritual ones and form them into His bride at the time
of His coming. However, this is not the Lord’s way. He is not coming to collect
those who will constitute the bride; He is coming to present to Himself the bride
who has already been prepared. This preparation, I believe, involves the work of
building corporately. Those who make up the bride must not only be mature in
life; they must also be built together as the one bride. Therefore, I firmly believe
that the Lord is preparing His bride among those in His recovery.

I am burdened that we would all realize that the Lord’s recovery is not
another Christian movement or an ordinary Christian work. The work in the
recovery is the Lord’s genuine work to prepare His bride. I believe that in the
years to come, more of those who seek the Lord faithfully will turn to the way
of His recovery. They will realize that nowhere else do they have the inward
confirmation. When we turned to the way of the Lord’s recovery, we had the
sense deep within that the Lord had put His seal on the way we are taking. The
primary work of the Lord in His recovery is not to preach the gospel throughout
the earth; it is to prepare His bride.

The Lord’s intention is not to revive Christianity as a whole. In His recovery,
He is calling out a remnant of those who love Him and who are faithful to Him.
He is sending out the call to overcome the degradation of Christianity so that
a number of those who seek Him may be prepared as His bride. In this matter,
the Lord is moving on, and we are going on with Him. What a privilege to be
alive in this age! (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 802-803)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 54; CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 2,
“The Wonderful Christ in the Canon of the New Testament,” chs. 7-8
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WEEK 6 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 6:1 Therefore leaving the word of the beginning of Christ, let us be
brought on to maturity...

Eph. 4:13 Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full
knowledge of the Son of God, at a full-grown man, at the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.

Rev. 19:7 ...His wife has made herself ready.

[In Revelation 19:7] His wife refers to the church (Eph. 5:24-25, 31-32),
the bride of Christ (John 3:29). However, according to Revelation 19:8-9, the
wife, the bride of Christ, consists only of the overcoming believers during the
millennium, whereas the bride in 21:2 is composed of all the saved saints
after the millennium for eternity. The wife of the Lamb in Revelation 19 is the
aggregate of all the overcoming saints from Abel until the Lord’s return. The
aggregate of all the Old Testament and New Testament overcomers is the wife
in Revelation 19:7 who will be ready for Christ’s wedding. The readiness of
the bride depends on the maturity in life of the overcomers. Furthermore, the
overcomers are not separate individuals but a corporate bride. For this aspect,
building is needed. The overcomers are not only mature in life but also built
together as one bride. Christ will not marry each believer individually; instead,
He will marry His corporate bride composed of His overcoming believers. When
we have been fully saturated with the Triune God so that He flows out of us,
we will be completely built and fitted together to become the glorious church,
the beloved bride of the Lord Jesus. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
4320-4321)

Today’s Reading

If we would be qualified to be the Lord’s bride, we must grow and pass
through many things. Being the bride involves more than being the church. For
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example, a little girl is not qualified to be a bride. Before she can be a bride,
she must grow to maturity. She must also attend school and learn many things.
Then a man will choose her for his bride.

Different men may have different standards concerning whom they will
consider for a wife. For example, someone with a doctoral degree may want a
bride with a high education. He would regard anyone with less than a master’s
degree as unqualified to be his bride. Likewise, the Spirit has very high
requirements for His bride. Will the Spirit take a bride who is immature? Surely,
the answer is no. The Lord will not come for His bride until she is mature and
fully prepared for Him. Do not think that as long as we are the church, we are
qualified to be the bride. This is similar to saying that any female, regardless of
age or maturity, is qualified to be married. No, certain requirements must be
fulfilled in order for us to be the bride. It is easy for Christians to say that we
are all the church. But when the Lord Jesus comes as the Bridegroom, will we
be qualified to be His bride? The Lord may tell us at that time that we are not
yet qualified, that we need further growth and maturity.

Do you have the assurance that you will be included as part of the bride?...
I do not believe that anyone who is merely a Sunday-goer can be part of the
Lord’s bride. When the time comes for the Lord to take His bride, will you be
ready? Will you be qualified and matured?...We all need to grow and mature
so that we may be qualified at the Lord’s coming to be included as part of His
bride. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 191-192)

The bride signifies the church in its ultimate state. According to Matthew
25, when the Lord comes back, those who are ready will sit with Him at the
wedding feast. To be ready here means that the bride has made herself ready,
that God has completed His building work in man, and that we have grown
and matured in the Lord’s life. These three matters—God’s building in us, our
growth in the Lord’s life, and our getting ready before the Lord—are all linked
together. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4323-4324)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 21
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WEEK 6 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen,
bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Phil. 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness
which is out of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which is out of God and based on faith.

[In Revelation 19:8 the] word clean (or, pure) refers to the nature; whereas
bright refers to the expression. The Greek word translated “righteousnesses”
may also be rendered “righteous acts.” The righteousnesses do not refer to
the righteousness (which is Christ) we receive for our salvation (1 Cor. 1:30).
The righteousness we receive for our salvation is objective, that we may
meet the requirement of the righteous God; whereas the righteousnesses of
the overcoming saints here are subjective (Phil. 3:9), that they may meet the
requirement of the overcoming Christ. Hence, the fine linen indicates our
overcoming life, our overcoming living. It is the very Christ whom we live out of
our being. (Life-study of Revelation, p. 626)

Today’s Reading

According to the revelation of the whole Bible, we, the saved ones, need two
garments—one for our salvation and one for our reward. For our salvation we
need a robe to cover us. This robe is the robe put on the prodigal son in Luke
15. Upon his return, the prodigal son...thought himself unworthy to be in the
presence of the father (Luke 15:21). But the father said to his servants, “Bring
out quickly the best robe and put it on him” (Luke 15:22). This robe is Christ as
our righteousness. It is for us to be justified by God in His presence.

However, we also need the second garment, which is the wedding garment
in Matthew 22:11 and 12. This garment is not for our salvation; rather, it is for
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our reward, qualifying us to attend the wedding feast of the Son of God. The
first garment qualifies us to meet God for our salvation. The second garment
qualifies us to meet Christ for our reward. The second garment is the work
of the Holy Spirit within us. It is actually the very Christ by whom we live and
whom we live out. It is the Christ expressed through us in our daily living. This
is the righteousnesses of the saints in Revelation 19:8.

The second garment is also the righteousness spoken of in Matthew 5:20. In
this verse the Lord Jesus said, “For [ say to you that unless your righteousness
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall by no means enter
into the kingdom of the heavens.”...This verse clearly indicates that we must
have a righteousness that surpasses the righteousness of the Pharisees.
This righteousness is not the objective Christ we receive as our robe for our
justification. Rather, it is the subjective Christ whom we live out as our daily living.
It is not the justifying robe; it is the garment that qualifies us to receive the reward.

The wedding garment in Matthew 22:11 and 12 illustrates this. In this
parable the Lord speaks of a man who comes into the wedding feast without
a wedding garment. When the king sees him, the king says, “Friend, how did
you come in here without a wedding garment?” [v. 12]. The guest is speechless.
Then the king says to his servants, “Bind his feet and hands, and cast him out
into the outer darkness....There will be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth”
(Matt. 22:13). The wedding garment is not the justifying garment; it is a very
special garment. According to the custom of the ancient Jews, no one could
attend a wedding feast without a special wedding garment. If we would be
in the wedding feast of the Lamb, we must be clothed with such a garment. If
you would be qualified to attend the wedding feast of Christ, you need to live
by Christ and to live Him out in your daily living. This Christ, the subjective
Christ, will be the wedding garment to qualify you to be admitted into the
wedding feast. Therefore, we need both the justifying garment and the wedding
garment. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 626-628)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” ch. 3
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WEEK 6 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such things, but that she would be holy
and without blemish.

3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that
you, being rooted and grounded in love.

Any bride would want to have a healthy, radiant complexion on her wedding
day. If she is concerned about blemishes, she should begin long beforehand to
prepare herself for her wedding by eating nutritious foods that will give her a
healthy complexion. In the same principle, today we must prepare ourselves
to be the bride by taking in the element of Christ’s riches as our nourishment.
Christ is the food for the church. Therefore, as she prepares herself to be
presented to Christ, the church must eat Christ.... By eating Him we become a
beautiful and even glorious bride. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 799-800)

Today’s Reading

The time is coming when He will present the bride to Himself. Surely at
the time of her presentation to Christ, the bride will not have any wrinkles or
spots. In His bride Christ will behold nothing but beauty. This beauty will be
the reflection of what He is. Do you know where the beauty of the bride comes
from? It comes from the very Christ who is wrought into the church and who
is then expressed through the church. Our beauty is not our behavior. Our only
beauty is the reflection of Christ, the shining out of Christ from within us. What
Christ appreciates in us is the expression of Himself in us.

First, Christ must come into us and then be assimilated by us. Then He
will be able to shine out of us. This shining is the glory of the bride, the
manifestation of divinity through humanity. Real beauty is the expression of
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the divine attributes through humanity. Nothing in the universe is as beautiful
as this expression. Therefore, the beauty of the bride is Christ shining out
of us...Through our humanity there is an expression of the divine color, the
divine appearance, the divine flavor, the divine nature, and the divine character.
Hallelujah for such a beauty!

On the day of his wedding, a bridegroom cares much more for the beauty
of his bride than for her ability. In like manner, in the church life our beauty
will eventually be much more important to the Lord than our function. At
the beginning of the church life, we may emphasize ability and function. But
eventually we shall place more emphasis on beauty.... Do not pay that much
attention to becoming capable, qualified, and gifted in function. At first, this
may count for something in the church life. But eventually the Lord will
show us that what He cares for is not our ability; He cares for the beauty of
Himself expressed through our humanity. Christ does not intend to present a
capable church to Himself. The church that will be presented to Him will be
glorious and beautiful, a church without spot, wrinkle, or any such thing. If
our blemishes and imperfections are to be removed, we need to take in more
and more of Christ. He should not simply energize us for our function but also
beautify us that we may be His bride.

In the church as the one new man there is strength and ability, but with
the church as the bride there is beauty and glory. We should learn somewhat
to depreciate our ability and strength, for as part of the bride, we shall be not
male, but female. At the time of the wedding, what the church will need is
beauty, not strength. Oh, the church is being beautified by partaking of Christ,
by digesting Christ, and by assimilating Christ! The more we experience the
indwelling Christ in this way, the more He will replace our spots and wrinkles
with His element, and the more His riches with the divine attributes will
become our beauty. Then we shall be prepared to be presented to Christ as His
lovely bride. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 800-801)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 95, 97
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WEEK 6 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:10 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His
strength.

Rev. 19:14 And the armies which are in heaven followed Him on white
horses, dressed in fine linen, white and clean.

According to Revelation 19, the church is both the bride who is presented
to Christ and the warrior who fights with Him against God’s enemy. The armies
in Revelation 19:14 are the called and chosen believers in 17:14. They are also
both the bride and the guests called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb (19:7-9).
The guests invited to the wedding feast and the bride are the same. The bride
consists of the invited guests, and the invited guests make up the bride. After
the wedding, all the guests will become the army.

In Revelation 19:14 we see that the overcomers, as the armies which are
in heaven and the ones who followed Him on white horses, are “dressed in
fine linen, white and clean.” The fine linen here is the clothing of the bride.
The wedding garment of “fine linen, bright and clean” [v. 8] will be the armor
for fighting. The overcomers who are the heavenly armies are those who
constitute the bride of Christ. In other words, it will be the bride of Christ who
will follow Him as His army to fight and destroy Antichrist and his army. Those
who have overcome every obstacle will be Christ’s co-fighters in the final battle
against Antichrist. These are His bride. They have become His co-fighters by
His ministering the rich life supply to them. Surely the expectation is that His
overcomers will be such co-fighters. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
4339-4340)

Today’s Reading

The overcoming saints have two garments, one for salvation and the other
for reward. The fine linen here is the second garment. This second garment of
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the overcomers qualifies them both to attend the marriage dinner of the Lamb
(Rev. 19:8-9) and to fight with the Lord against His enemy. Thus, the wedding
garment becomes the fighting garment. The second garment qualifies us not
only to attend the wedding but also to join the army. The bride’s wedding
garment will be the uniform that she wears as God’s army to fight against His
enemy....Even today, we are fighting by Christ as our garment. Ephesians 6
indicates that the whole armor of God is Christ.

At His coming again, ... after receiving the bride, Christ and the overcomers
will enter into battle against the enemy. Just as in Ephesians 5 and 6 we see the
church as the bride and as the warrior, in Revelation 19 we also have these two
aspects of the church. As the church, we are the bride and the warrior. In God’s
economy there is one army constituted of a corporate warrior. This means that
the warrior in Ephesians 6 is a corporate entity. Only as a corporate entity, the
Body, can we put on the whole armor of God. This is contrary to the concept
held by many Christians that an individual believer is able to wear the entire
armor. The armor in Ephesians 6 is not for Christians as individuals; it is for the
church corporately as the Body, ...a corporate army.

According to verses 17 and 18, we receive the helmet of salvation and the
sword of the Spirit by means of all prayer and petition.... Among the various
items of the armor, only the sword is for offensive warfare; that is, it is the
only item of God’s armor used for attacking the enemy.... Satan is not only the
enemy outside of us; he is also the adversary within us.... Because the enemy’s
elements are within us, we need the Kkilling power of the word to be applied to
our being subjectively.

Pray-reading the Word of God is the way to kill the adversary within us.
Every day and in every kind of situation, we should pray-read. Whenever we
are troubled by something negative within us, we should take the Word of God
by means of prayer in spirit. As we do this, the negative element will be killed.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4340-4342)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 185, 215,
343,424-426
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WEEK 6 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:13 And He is clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and His
name is called the Word of God.

15 And out of His mouth proceeds a sharp sword, that with it He might
smite the nations...

In Revelation 19, as the Word of God, Christ speaks for God by executing
God’s judgment upon the rebellious people...The fighting of Christ is the
speaking of the Word of God. God is righteous and sovereign. He is also a God
of order, and as such He cannot tolerate disorder and rebellion. As Christ fights
against the enemy, He will speak that God is sovereign, righteous, and orderly.
He will declare that God is the God over everyone and that He does not tolerate
rebellion against His authority. Hence, the Warrior is the Word. His fighting is
the speaking of God’s Word. The Lord’s fighting in the war at Armageddon will
be a powerful speaking. It will tell Satan, Antichrist, the false prophet, and the
entire universe that God is sovereign and that no one can rebel against Him.
God is not a God of confusion; He is the sovereign God, a God of order who does
not tolerate rebellion. The God of order will sweep away all rebellion. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4337-4338)

Today’s Reading

In Revelation 19 the Lord Jesus who comes down out of heaven appears as
a General fighting a battle. He is riding on a white horse, and His name is called
“the Word of God” (vv. 11, 13). The word of God that we speak today is the Lord
Jesus. Eventually, as we continue to speak, our speaking will cause the Lord
Jesus to come forth.

Daniel 2:34 says that “a stone...cut out without hands” struck “the image
at its feet” and “crushed them.” Verse 35 continues, “Then the iron, the clay,
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the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed all at once, and they became
like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away
so that no trace of them was found.” Here the great human image signifies the
aggregate of human government, and the smiting stone signifies not merely the
individual Christ but also the corporate Christ. Apparently, the parts that were
of gold, silver, bronze, and iron were not a problem to God. But with the ten
toes there is a great problem, for when human government reaches the stage
of the ten toes—the stage of Antichrist and his ten kings—it will fight against
God directly. Thus, human government not only rebels against God, exalts man,
and worships idols but also fights against God directly. However, Christ, the
embodiment of God, will come with His bride to crush the human government.

When Christ comes as the smiting stone, He will not come alone. Rather, He
will come with His bride. This is because when Christ comes to fight against
Antichrist and his army, He will come as the Son of Man. As the Son of Man, He
will need a counterpart to match Him and complete Him. This counterpart will
be His bride. After gaining and marrying the church as His bride, Christ will
come as the smiting stone. If Christ did not have a bride, He would have to fight
alone against Antichrist and his army. However, Christ will have an army, and
this army will be His bride. On the day of His wedding, Christ will marry the
one who has been fighting the battle against God’s enemy for years. This means
that Christ will marry the overcomers, who have already overcome the evil
one, the devil (Rev. 12:11). As the God-cut stone, Christ with His overcomers—
the corporate Christ—will strike the ten kings with Antichrist (19:11-21),
signified by the ten toes of the great human image. In so doing, the corporate
Christ will crush the great image from the toes to the head (Dan. 2:35); that is,
the corporate Christ—Christ with His newly married bride composed of the
overcomers—will come as a stone cut without hands and smite the human
government into pieces. In this way, Christ with His bride will annihilate human
government. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4338, 4345-4346)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, Isn. 17
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3. O Lord, do nourish us; You are the food we need,;

As we are eating You, we'll be transformed indeed;
We're fully satisfied as on Yourself we feed,
So nourish us, O Lord, we pray.

O Lord, do nourish us today
As all our self You wash away.
Not only purify,
But fill and satisfy;

O Lord, do nourish us today.

4. O Lord, do cherish us, as on Thyself we feed;

Warm us so tenderly and meet our every need.
Our hardness soften, Lord, till we are Yours indeed,;
Oh, cherish us, dear Lord, we pray.

O Lord, do cherish us today,
Until our coldness flees away.
Oh, hold us close to Thee
And cherish tenderly;

O Lord, do cherish us today.

5. Lord, make us glorious, by all Your inner work,

Not glory for ourselves, but glory for the church;

That You may have Your Bride, thus ending all Your search.

O Lord, do work on us, we pray.

O Lord, do work on us today!
To form the church Your glorious way.
Oh, spread Yourself in us
Till we are glorious;
Oh, make us glorious, Lord, today.
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WEEK 7 — HYMN

We give ourselves to follow the churches
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1. We give ourselves to fol - low thechurch-es, One - ness inChrist dis - play;
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Fol - low Hismove in all of  thechurch - es, Stand fast asone this way.
Ab Ab'/C Db Bbm Ab/C Fm Bbm Eb’
o h 1 I | | |
AP | =  —— I = | o — o == r ]
% 112 i (71 I r '\. g r I I ‘\ [ i i I r [ I
(C) We must fol - low theSpir - it In all  simpli - ci ty.
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In our spir - it is Je - sus— He fol -lows per - fect - ly!

2. We give ourselves to follow the followers,
By this we truly learn;
Never desiring to be the leaders,
But to the Spirit turn.

3. We give ourselves the flock’s steps to follow
Knowing the Shepherd’s care.
Now in the churches Jesus is leading
And He is speaking there.

4. We give ourselves to Thee, O Lord Jesus,
Never to turn aside;
Where’er the Lamb goes, there we would follow,
Follow whate’er betide.

5. We give ourselves to enter the kingdom,
That marriage feast, with Him;
Come persecution, suffering, and trials,
Still we will enter in.

6. Christ wants some followers here in the churches,
Followers of whom to say:
“These saw My purpose, followed Me wholly”—
May we be those today!
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