THE WILL OF GOD

(Saturday—Evening Session)

Message Six
Doing the Will of God
in the Kingdom of God under the Government of God
for the Church as the Israel of God
RK Hymns: 942

Scripture Reading: 1 John 2:17; Matt. 7:21; 1 Pet. 1:17; 2:24; 5:6-7, 10; Gal. 6:10, 15-16

1John 2:17 And the world is passing away, and its lust, but he who does the will of God abides forever.

Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the heavens, but he who
does the will of My Father who is in the heavens.

1Pet1:17 And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges according to each one's
work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,

1Pet2:24  Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having died to sins, might
live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.

1 Pet 5:6 Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due time,

1 Pet5:7 Casting all your anxiety on Him because it matters to Him concerning you.

1 Pet5:10 But the God of all grace, He who has called you into His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, after you
have suffered a little while, will Himself perfect, establish, strengthen, and ground you.

Gal 6:10 So then, as we have the opportunity, let us do what is good toward all, but especially toward
those of the household of the faith.
Gal 6:15 For neither is circumcision anything nor uncircumcision, but a new creation is what matters.
Gal 6:16 And as many as walk by this rule, peace be upon them and mercy, even upon the Israel of God.
I.  We need to do the will of God in the kingdom of God—Matt. 7:21; 12:50:
Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the heavens, but he

who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens.
Matt 12:50  For whoever does the will of My Father who is in the heavens, he is My brother and sister
and mother.

A. “He who does the will of God abides forever”—1 John 2:17:
1.  The world is against God the Father, and the things in the world are against the will of
God—uwv. 15-16:
1John 2:15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, love
for the Father is not in him;

1John 2:16 Because all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and
the vainglory of life, is not of the Father but is of the world.

a.  On the positive side, we have the Father and His will.

b.  On the negative side, we have the world and the things in the world.

2. We need to do the will of God habitually and continually, not just occasionally; this is
indicated by the fact that the Greek verb for does in verse 17 denotes doing (things)
habitually and continually by abiding (in the things).
1John 2:17 And the world is passing away, and its lust, but he who does the will of God

abides forever.

B. In order to enter into the manifestation of the kingdom of the heavens in the coming age, we
must do the will of our Father in this age—Matt. 7:21-23; 6:10; 12:50; Rev. 4:11; Rom.
12:2; Eph. 1.5, 9, 11; 5:17; Col. 1:9; 4:12:

Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the heavens,

but he who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens.

Matt 7:22 Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, was it not in Your name that we prophesied,

and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name did many works of power?

Matt 7:23 And then | will declare to them: | never knew you. Depart from Me, you workers of

lawlessness.
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Matt 6:10 Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.

Matt 12:50  For whoever does the will of My Father who is in the heavens, he is My brother and
sister and mother.

Rev 4:11 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power,
for You have created all things, and because of Your will they were, and were created.

Rom 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of
the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well
pleasing and perfect.

Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will,

Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He
purposed in Himself,

Eph 1:11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated according
to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the counsel of His will,

Eph 5:17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

Col 1:9 Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on
your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding,

Col 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a slave of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling

on your behalf in his prayers that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the
will of God.

The kingdom is absolutely a matter of God’s will and completely fulfills God’s will;

in fact, the kingdom is God’s will—Matt. 6:10.

Matt 6:10 Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.

The ultimate issue of the constitution of the kingdom of the heavens is the will of the

heavenly Father—7:21.

Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the

heavens, but he who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens.

As the kingdom people, we are on earth to do the Father’s will—v. 21; 12:50.

Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the

heavens, but he who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens.

Matt 12:50  For whoever does the will of My Father who is in the heavens, he is My brother

and sister and mother.

In order to do the will of the Father, we need to enter in through the narrow gate and

walk on the constricted way—7:13-14:

Matt 7:13 Enter in through the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the way that

leads to destruction, and many are those who enter through it.

Matt 7:14 Because narrow is the gate and constricted is the way that leads to life, and

few are those who find it.

a.  The narrow gate excludes the old man, the self, the flesh, the human concept,
and the world with all its glory; only that which corresponds with God’s will can
enter in.

b.  As we walk on the constricted way, we are restricted by a mysterious, invisible,
inward control, and we live under this control.

Whoever does the will of the Father is a relative of the Lord Jesus—12:50:

Matt 12:50  For whoever does the will of My Father who is in the heavens, he is My brother

and sister and mother.

a.  Christ, the heavenly King, always submitted to the Father’s will, taking God’s
will as His portion and not resisting anything—11:28-30; 26:39.

Matt 11:28  Come to Me all who toil and are burdened, and | will give you rest.

Matt 11:29  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am meek and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

Matt 11:30  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.

Matt 26:39  And going forward a little, He fell on His face and prayed, saying, My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as | will, but as
You will.
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b.

Whoever does the will of the Father is a brother who helps the Lord Jesus, a
sister who sympathizes with Him, and a mother who tenderly loves Him.

6.  The Father’s eternal will is to build up the church upon Christ the Son as the rock—
16:18; Eph. 2:21-22; 4:16.
Matt 16:18 And | also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock | will build My

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in
the Lord;
Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through

every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each
one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.

In order to do the will of God in the kingdom of God, we must live the
Christian life under the government of God—1 Pet. 1:17; 2:24; 5:6-7, 10:

1Pet1:17 And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges according to each
one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,

1Pet2:24  Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having died to sins,
might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.

1 Pet5:6 Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due time,

1 Pet5:7 Casting all your anxiety on Him because it matters to Him concerning you.

1 Pet5:10 But the God of all grace, He who has called you into His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, after
you have suffered a little while, will Himself perfect, establish, strengthen, and ground you.

A. In his writings Peter combines the Christian life and God’s government, revealing that the

Christian life and the government of God go together as a pair— 1:17; 2:21, 24; 3:15; 4:17;

5:5-8:
1 Pet 1:17

1 Pet 2:21
1 Pet2:24
1 Pet 3:15
1 Pet 4:17

1 Pet5:5

1 Pet5:6

1 Pet5:7
1 Pet5:8

And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges according to
each one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered on your behalf, leaving you
a model so that you may follow in His steps;

Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having died to
sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.

But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, being always ready for a defense to
everyone who asks of you an account concerning the hope which is in you,

For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God; and if first from us,
what will be the end of those who disobey the gospel of God?

In like manner, younger men, be subject to elders; and all of you gird yourselves with
humility toward one another, because God resists the proud but gives grace to the
humble.

Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due
time,

Casting all your anxiety on Him because it matters to Him concerning you.

Be sober; watch. Your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, seeking
someone to devour.

1.  The subject of 1 Peter is the Christian life under the government of God, showing us

the government of God especially in His dealings with His chosen people—1:2.
1Petl:2 Chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father in the sanctification

of the Spirit unto obedience and the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

2. The subject of 2 Peter is the divine provision and the divine government, showing us
that as God is governing us, He supplies us with whatever we need—1:1-4; 3:13.
2 Petl:1l Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have been

allotted faith equally precious as ours in the righteousness of our God and
Savior, Jesus Christ:

2 Pet 1:2 Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the full knowledge of God and of Jesus

our Lord;
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2 Pet 1:3 Seeing that His divine power has granted to us all things which relate to life and
godliness, through the full knowledge of Him who has called us by His own
glory and virtue,

2 Pet 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises
that through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust.

2 Pet 3:13 But according to His promise we are expecting new heavens and a new earth,
in which righteousness dwells.

God governs by judging; this judgment of God is for the carrying out of His

government—1 Pet. 1:17; 4:17.

1Pet1:17 And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges
according to each one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,

1 Pet4:17 For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God; and if first from
us, what will be the end of those who disobey the gospel of God?

The judgment in 1 Peter 1:17, which is carried out by the Father, is the present, daily

judgment of God’s governmental dealings with His children.

1Petl:17 And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges
according to each one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,

God judges everything that does not match His government; therefore, in this age we,

the children of God, are under the daily judgment of God—v. 17.

1Pet1:17 And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges
according to each one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,

As believers in Christ and children of God, we should live a Christian life under the
government of God— John 3:15; 1:12-13; 1 Pet. 4:13-19; 5:6-7:

John 3:15 That everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life.
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to become children of

God, to those who believe into His name,

John 1:13 Who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but

of God.

1 Pet4:13 But inasmuch as you share in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, so that also at the

revelation of His glory you may rejoice exultingly.

1 Pet4:14 If you are reproached in the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of

glory and of God rests upon you.

1 Pet 4:15 For let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler into

others' affairs;

1 Pet4:16 But if as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this name.
1 Pet4:17 For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God; and if first from us,

what will be the end of those who disobey the gospel of God?

1Pet4:18  And if the righteous man is saved only with difficulty, where will the ungodly and the

sinner appear?

1 Pet 4:19 So then let those also who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls in

well-doing to a faithful Creator.

1 Pet5:6 Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due

time,

1 Pet5:7 Casting all your anxiety on Him because it matters to Him concerning you.

1.

The Epistles of Peter reveal the Christ who enables us to take God’s governmental
dealings administered through sufferings—1 Pet. 1:6-8; 2:3-4, 19, 21-25; 3:18, 22;
4:1, 15-16; 5:8-9.

1 Petl:6 In which time you exult, though for a little while at present, if it must be, you
have been made sorrowful by various trials,
1 Petl:7 So that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which

perishes though it is proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

1Petl:8 Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing Him at present,
yet believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and full of glory,

1 Pet2:3 If you have tasted that the Lord is good.

1 Pet2:4 Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and precious,
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1 Pet2:19 For this is grace, if anyone, because of a consciousness of God, bears sorrows

by suffering unjustly.

1 Pet2:21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered on your behalf,

leaving you a model so that you may follow in His steps;

1Pet2:22  Who committed no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth;
1Pet2:23  Who being reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but

kept committing all to Him who judges righteously;

1Pet2:24  Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having

died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.

1 Pet 2:25 For you were like sheep being led astray, but you have now returned to the

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

1 Pet 3:18 For Christ also has suffered once for sins, the Righteous on behalf of the

unrighteous, that He might bring you to God, on the one hand being put to
death in the flesh, but on the other, made alive in the spirit;

1 Pet 3:22 Who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, angels and

authorities and powers being subjected to Him.

1 Pet4:1 Since Christ therefore has suffered in the flesh, you also arm yourselves with

the same mind (because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from
sin),

1 Pet 4:15 For let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a

meddler into others' affairs;

1 Pet4:16 But if as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this

name.

1 Pet5:8 Be sober; watch. Your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about,

seeking someone to devour.

1 Pet5:9 Him withstand, being firm in your faith, knowing that the same sufferings are

being accomplished among your brotherhood in the world.

In the death of Christ we have died to sins so that in the resurrection of Christ we

might live to righteousness under God’s government—2:24:
1Pet2:24  Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having

a.

died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.
To live to righteousness is to fulfill God’s governmental requirements— v. 24,
1Pet2:24  Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we,
having died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you
were healed.
In our Christian life we should live in a way that matches the righteous

requirements of His government—~Psa. 89:14; Matt. 5:6, 10.

Psa 89:14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; /
Lovingkindness and truth go before Your face.

Matt 5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall
be satisfied.

Matt 5:10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of the heavens.

We should be humbled under the mighty hand of God, which carries out the

government of God—1 Pet. 5:6:
1 Pet5:6 Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in

a.

due time,

In verse 6 the mighty hand of God refers to God’s administrating hand seen

especially in His judgment—1:17; 4:17.

1 Pet5:6 Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt
you in due time,

1Petl1:17 And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges
according to each one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,

1 Pet4:17 For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God; and if first
from us, what will be the end of those who disobey the gospel of God?

To be humbled under God’s mighty hand is to be made humble by God;

however, we must cooperate with God’s operation and be willing to be made
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humble, lowly, under His mighty hand—>5:6.
1 Pet5:6 Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt

you in due time,

4.  We should cast all our anxiety on God because it matters to Him concerning us—v. 7.
1 Pet5:7 Casting all your anxiety on Him because it matters to Him concerning you.

5.  We should commit our souls to the faithful Creator—4:19:
1Pet4:19 So then let those also who suffer according to the will of God commit their

a.

b.

souls in well-doing to a faithful Creator.

God can preserve our soul, and His loving and faithful care accompanies His
justice in His governmental administration.

While God judges us in His government, He cares for us faithfully in His love;
as we are suffering His disciplinary judgment, we should commit our souls to

the faithful care of our Creator—Matt. 10:28-30; 11:28-29.
Matt 10:28  And do not fear those who kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul; but

rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.

Matt 10:29  Are not two sparrows sold for an assarion? And not one of them will fall

to the earth apart from your Father.

Matt 10:30  But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
Matt 11:28  Come to Me all who toil and are burdened, and | will give you rest.
Matt 11:29  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am meek and lowly in

heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

6.  As we live under the government of God, the God of all grace will Himself perfect,

establish, strengthen, and ground us—1 Pet. 5:10.
1 Pet5:10 But the God of all grace, He who has called you into His eternal glory in Christ

Jesus, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself perfect, establish,
strengthen, and ground you.

I11. Doing the will of God in the kingdom of God under the government of God
issues in the church as the Israel of God—Gal. 6:10, 15-16:

Gal 6:10

Gal 6:15
Gal 6:16

A

So then, as we have the opportunity, let us do what is good toward all, but especially

toward those of the household of the faith.

For neither is circumcision anything nor uncircumcision, but a new creation is what matters.
And as many as walk by this rule, peace be upon them and mercy, even upon the Israel of
God.

God’s New Testament economy is not only to make us sons of God but also to make us the
Israel of God; the real Israel, the spiritual Israel, is the church— Eph. 1:5; Heb. 2:10; Rom.
8:14, 19; Gal. 3:26; 4:6-7; 6:16; Matt. 16:18.

Eph 1:5

Heb 2:10
Rom 8:14
Rom 8:19

Gal 3:26
Gal 4:6

Gal 4:7
Gal 6:16

Matt 16:18

Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will,

For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in
leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

For the anxious watching of the creation eagerly awaits the revelation of the sons of
God.

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,
crying, Abba, Father!

So then you are no longer a slave but a son; and if a son, an heir also through God.
And as many as walk by this rule, peace be upon them and mercy, even upon the
Israel of God.

And | also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock | will build My church,
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

We need to become such an Israel, a prince, to execute God’s government on earth—6:9-10.

Matt 6:9
Matt 6:10

You then pray in this way: Our Father who is in the heavens, Your name be sanctified,;
Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.
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The apostle Paul considered the many believers in Christ—who are the household of the
faith, the new creation—collectively the Israel of God—Gal. 6:10, 15-16; 3:7, 29.

Gal 6:10 So then, as we have the opportunity, let us do what is good toward all, but especially
toward those of the household of the faith.

Gal 6:15 For neither is circumcision anything nor uncircumcision, but a new creation is what
matters.

Gal 6:16 And as many as walk by this rule, peace be upon them and mercy, even upon the
Israel of God.

Gal 3:7 Know then that they who are of faith, these are sons of Abraham.

Gal 3:29 And if you are of Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, heirs according to promise.

In God’s New Testament economy we have been made both the sons of God and the Israel
of God—v. 26; 6:16:
Gal 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
Gal 6:16 And as many as walk by this rule, peace be upon them and mercy, even upon the
Israel of God.
1.  We are sons of God, members of God’s family, for His expression—v. 10.
Gal 6:10 So then, as we have the opportunity, let us do what is good toward all, but
especially toward those of the household of the faith.
2. We are kings-to-be, those destined to be kings; kingship is related to the Israel of

God—Rev. 5:10.
Rev 5:10 And have made them a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign on
the earth.

3. Our destiny is to be sons of God expressing God and also kings reigning in the
kingdom of God—21:7; 22:5b; 12:5a.

Rev 21:7 He who overcomes will inherit these things, and | will be God to him, and he
will be a son to Me.
Rev 22:5b ... for the Lord God will shine upon them; and they will reign forever and ever.

Rev 12:5a  And she brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd all the nations
with an iron rod; ...

As the Israel of God, we represent God, exercise His authority, and carry out His

administration on earth for the fulfillment of His purpose—Gen. 1:26, 28; Luke 10:19; Rev.

12:5, 7-11:

Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the
cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

Gen 1:28 And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.

Luke 10:19 Behold, | have given you the authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions and over
all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

Rev 12:5 And she brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd all the nations with an
iron rod; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.

Rev 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels went to war with the dragon.
And the dragon warred and his angels.

Rev 12:8 And they did not prevail, neither was their place found any longer in heaven.

Rev 12:9 And the great dragon was cast down, the ancient serpent, he who is called the Devil

and Satan, he who deceives the whole inhabited earth; he was cast to the earth, and
his angels were cast down with him.

Rev 12:10  And | heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, Now has come the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ, for the accuser of
our brothers has been cast down, who accuses them before our God day and night.

Rev 12:11  And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word
of their testimony, and they loved not their soul-life even unto death.

1.  God wants His creature man to deal with His creature Satan in order to bring the earth

back to God—Psa. 149:7-9.

Psa 149:7 To execute vengeance on the nations / And punishment among the peoples;
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Psa 149:8 To bind their kings with fetters / And their nobles with chains of iron;
Psa 149:9 To execute upon them the judgment written. / This honor is for all His faithful
ones. / Hallelujah!

2. God needs man to do the work of God—to reign over His creation, to proclaim His

triumph, and to cause Satan to suffer loss—Gen. 1:26.

Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven
and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.

Excerpts from the Ministry:
THE MEANING OF DOING GOD’S WILL
Accomplishing the Will of God

“I1 do not seek My own will but the will of Him who sent Me”” (John 5:30).

Doing the will of God means to not seek, follow, or accomplish our own will but to only seek,
follow, and accomplish God’s will. People often say that they have prayed and that they are clear that
the will of God is for them to go to a certain place or for them to do a certain thing. Some say that it is
God’s will for them to run a business. Some say that it is God’s will for them to get married. But is this
reliable? Is the one who thinks that he is acting according to God’s will consecrated to God, and is he
living for God? Is he truly not seeking, following, or accomplishing his own will but seeking,
following, and accomplishing God’s will? This is not a small matter. Many who claim to be acting
according to the will of God are not truly practicing the will of God, because they have not consecrated
themselves to Him to live for His will. They still hold on to themselves, keep things in their own
hands, and live according to their own will.

A person who truly does the will of God does not seek his own will. He only seeks the will of
God. This was the Lord Jesus’ pattern when He was on earth as a man. In all human history, only Jesus
the Nazarene sought only the will of God and not His own will. Although He was one with God and
equal to God, He willingly came to earth and stood in the position of one who was sent to do the will
of God. In all things He only sought the will of Him who sent Him; He did not seek His own will. This
is the meaning of doing the will of God.

“Behold, I have come (in the roll of the book it is written concerning Me) to do Your will, O
God” (Heb. 10:7).

When He came to earth, the Lord spoke the words in this verse to God. This shows that the Lord
did the will of God according to what was written in the Scriptures. Consequently, we should realize
that any practice of the will of God must be according to the Word of God, the Bible. The Bible reveals
the entire will of God in all its aspects. Whatever He wants to complete in us, whatever He wants us to
do, and how He wants us to do it are revealed, in principle, in the Bible. If we truly want to do the will
of God, if we truly want to seek His will, we must know the Bible and consider what the Word of God
says concerning every matter. We must find God’s will, in principle, concerning every matter from the
Bible. Those who want to do the will of God and act according to God’s will cannot be sloppy with the
Bible but must spend a considerable amount of time to read it carefully.

If we want to do the will of God, we cannot simply do what we think is the will of God. We
cannot simply pray a few times and say with certainty that this or that is the will of God. Such a way is
not reliable and is quite dangerous. We often are easily deceived by our own opinions and captured by
our own thoughts and views. We must bring our opinions, thoughts, and views before the Bible and let
them be judged by the Word of God. Whoever is not willing to let his “in my opinion,” I think,” and
“to my point of view” be conquered by the Word of God cannot do the will of God. We must put our
own things aside in everything and see what the Word of God says and commands. In some things God
tells us His will in detail; in others He reveals it only in principle. For example, the Word of God
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contains a great principle that believers should not be dissimilarly yoked with unbelievers.
Consequently, we can know the will of God in many things related to this principle. In marriage, we
know that a believing brother should not marry an unbelieving woman, and a believing sister should
not be given in marriage to an unbelieving man. If we practice according to God’s Word, we will be
able to practice the will of God.

“Not My will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42).

In the Garden of Gethsemane, the Lord prayed these words as He was about to be betrayed and
killed. He prayed that He would accomplish God’s will, not His own will. The Lord’s prayer tells us
what it means to do the will of God. To do the will of God is to do God’s will, not our own will. After
the Lord prayed this three times, He clearly knew that God’s will was for Him to die on the cross.
Therefore, He willingly obeyed. Whether or not we suffer, die for the Lord, or are even martyred, it
should be according to the will of God, not our own preference or enthusiasm. Enthusiastically
volunteering to suffer and to be martyred for the Lord cannot replace the will of God, nor is it
necessarily God’s will. Anything that is according to the predisposition and pleasure of the self cannot
be regarded as the will of God. When the Lord clearly knew that God’s will included His death, He
was willing to drink the cup that the Father gave Him.

“The cup which the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?” (John 18:11).

The cup of the Father in this verse refers to the Lord’s death on the cross, including all its
suffering. Since God had given a cup to Him, the Lord said that He could not refuse to drink it. This
tells us that the Lord’s death was not according to His preference, although He willingly accepted it.
The cup given to Him by God was the portion God measured to Him. By accepting the cup, He
accomplished the will of God and did the will of God. The Lord’s death is the highest example of
doing the will of God. It shows that the criterion for doing the will of God is not doing good things but
accepting what God has measured to us. God has not necessarily measured many good things for us to
do; consequently, good things should not be considered as the will of God. Even preaching the gospel,
casting out demons, and works of power should not be counted as the will of God if God has not
measured them to us. We should not think that good or even spiritual things are automatically the will
of God. These things cannot replace the will of God. While the will of God is good and spiritual, good
or spiritual things are not necessarily the will of God. The will of God can only be what God has
particularly measured to us. Anything that is good and spiritual must be measured to us to do; it must
be assigned to us by God in order for it to be God’s will for us. Even our love for the brothers should
be according to God’s assignment and God’s measure; otherwise, it may be excessive. Only God’s
measure and appointment for us are the will of God. When we do what He has measured and
appointed, we are doing the will of God.

One who follows the Lord certainly must deal with sin and do away with all lawlessness and
unrighteousness. However, doing lawful, righteous acts is not necessarily doing the will of God. We
must do what God wants us to do and what He measures for us to do in order for it to be considered as
doing the will of God. When we first begin to follow the Lord and desire to please Him, our standard is
typically what we consider to be good, but slowly the Lord shows us that we need to take God as our
standard. The Lord wants us to be His slaves, receiving His direction and not deciding anything
according to our opinion or others’ perceptions. As long as something is according to the Lord’s desire,
we should do it even if we as well as others may think that it is wrong. This is doing the will of God.
On Mount Sinai, God ordered the Levites to kill their brothers. From the human viewpoint, this seems
wrong, but God wanted them to do it. When they did as God directed, they were doing the will of God,
and they pleased God. In doing God’s will, God is the only standard, and His intention is the only rule.
Neither goodness nor morality is the criterion. Neither our own preference nor our human view is the
deciding factor. We should not live under man’s evaluation or be influenced by man but live under
God’s enlightenment and governance.

“Setting your mind on the things of God...Let him deny himself and take up his cross and

77



follow Me” (Matt. 16:23-24).

To follow the Lord is to set our mind on the things of God. According to what the Lord said in
these verses, the requirements for setting our mind on the things of God are to deny our self and take
up our cross. Verse 25 shows that denying our self and losing our soul-life are absolutely related to one
another. The self is the soul, or soul-life. The important components of our soul are the mind, the will,
and the emotion. The soul has the functions of thinking, willing, and feeling. Therefore, to deny the
self is to deny the things of the soul. This is to deny our own thoughts, that is, our own views; to deny
our own will, that is, our own decisions; and to deny our own emotion, that is, our own likes and
dislikes. We must deny and reject whatever is of our own thought, view, will, decision, predisposition,
and likes in order to set our mind on the things of God and to follow the Lord and do the will of God.

The Lord spoke this word after He told the disciples that He was going to Jerusalem to die. After
hearing the Lord’s word, Peter exhorted Him, saying, “God be merciful to You, Lord! This shall by no
means happen to You!” (v. 22). Then the Lord said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to Me, for you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of
men” (v. 23). Peter’s human concern and love for the Lord had an element of Satan in them. Satan can
cause people to love the Lord from their self, which keeps them from setting their mind on the things
of God. Instead, he causes them to set their mind on the things of man. Satan does not cause people to
do the will of God; he causes them to do their own will. Satan uses good things to influence and enter
into people’s opinions, and then he stirs up the self to cause the self to be active to hinder the will of
God. This is the reason that the Lord spoke of denying our self, giving up our self, and denying our
own will, especially in good matters. Good things are opposed to the will of God. They serve only as a
means for a display of our self and our will. Satan uses good things to ruin God’s will. Therefore, if we
want to do the will of God, we must guard against our self, that is, our views and our intention to do
good.

Many think that taking up the cross means to suffer or to suffer for the Lord. However, to
suffer—even to suffer for the Lord—is not necessarily to set our mind on the things of God or to do the
will of God. Suffering—especially suffering for the Lord—can sometimes be according to our own
will, preference, or choice and thus is not the will of God. If it is not what God has ordained for us or
what God has measured to us, it comes from our self. To truly take up the cross is to set our mind on
the things of God and to do the will of God. The will of God always Kills our self-life. Therefore,
taking up the cross is not about suffering but about denying the self. It is not about causing the self to
suffer but about putting the self in the position of death, because the goal of the cross is death, not
suffering. When the Lord was crucified, we were crucified with Him on the cross. Now we need to not
only confess this death but to remain in the death of the cross. Through the death of the cross, we can
stand in the position of death to deny everything of the self, including our will, view, preference, and
choice. This is the taking up of our cross. When we take up the cross, we follow the Lord, set our mind
on the things of God, and do the will of God...

Proving the Will of God

“That you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and
perfect” (Rom. 12:2).

Understanding the will of God involves proving. To prove is to search for the good, well-
pleasing, and perfect will of God in everything. In order to prove the will of God, we need to stand in a
position of consecration, to not follow the age of the world, to be renewed in our mind according to the
Word of God, the Bible, and to understand the sense in our spirit and the condition of our environment.
Searching out God’s will in everything involves discerning the motive, goal, and nature of things.
Therefore, we must stand on God’s side in the reality of our consecration, be absolutely outside this
age, and see God’s view according to a mind that has been renewed and taught by God. We must
always use the clear teachings, principles, and examples of the Bible to measure and prove the will of
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God and to see whether or not our ways are one with the will of God. We must use the sense in our
spirit to test and judge what is according to the will of God. We also should consider whether or not
the environment confirms what we have realized. If we are willing to prove the will of God in this
manner, it will not be difficult for us to understand the will of God.

Having a Heart to Do the Will of God

“If anyone resolves to do His will, he will know” (John 7:17).

If anyone resolves—has a heart—to do God’s will, he will know God’s will. If we want to
understand the will of God, we must not only have a heart to understand but also a heart to do His will.
God is not willing to reveal His will to those who do not have the heart to understand, nor does He
want to reveal His will to those who have the heart to understand but not a heart to do it. Only those
who have the heart to both understand and do the will of God can gain a revelation of God’s will from
Him. Therefore, we must resolve to do God’s will if we want to understand the will of God. (The
Collected Works of Witness Lee, 1932-1949, vol. 3, “Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, Volume
2,” pp. 442-447, 450-451)

79



	Contents            Page
	THE WILL OF GOD
	Excerpts from the Ministry:
	In Himself

	THE WILL OF GOD
	Excerpts from the Ministry:

	THE WILL OF GOD
	Excerpts from the Ministry:
	Speaking Out God’s Will

	THE WILL OF GOD
	Excerpts from the Ministry:
	THE WILL OF GOD
	Excerpts from the Ministry:
	Seeking Sanctification
	Regenerating Sanctification
	Transforming Sanctification
	Glorifying Sanctification

	THE WILL OF GOD
	Excerpts from the Ministry:
	Accomplishing the Will of God
	“Behold, I have come (in the roll of the book it is written concerning Me) to do Your will, O God” (Heb. 10:7).
	“The cup which the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?” (John 18:11).
	“Setting your mind on the things of God…Let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me” (Matt. 16:23-24).
	Proving the Will of God
	Having a Heart to Do the Will of God
	“If anyone resolves to do His will, he will know” (John 7:17).
	THE WILL OF GOD
	Excerpts from the Ministry:
	The First Problem—
	Not Having a Burden
	Receiving the Burden to Speak God’s Word
	in the Ministry of the Word
	Being Desperate for People’s Situation
	to Preach the Effective Word
	Serving with a Burden
	Discerning between the Service of Responsibility
	and the Service of Burden
	Serving with a Burden Causing the Self to Be Dealt With
	Everyone Receiving a Burden

	The Second Problem—
	Lacking a Feeling for Coordination
	Having the Greatest Form of Pride
	Needing Fellowship and Coordination in the Body and in Life
	The Lack of Coordination Producing Criticism
	Not Requiring Others to Be the Same as We,
	but Respecting What Others Do
	Not Insisting on Our Own Way
	Preserving the Consciousness of the Body
	and Being Built Up in Our Service


	THE WILL OF GOD
	In Speaking
	In Considering One Another
	and in Exhorting One Another
	In Teaching and in Admonishing


