Message Four
Job and the Two Trees
MR Hymns: 1194, 602

Scripture Reading: Gen. 2:9, 17; Rev. 22:1-2, 14;
Job 1:1; 2:3; 4:7-8; 42:1-6; Rom. 8:5-6
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Job 42:1
Job 42:2
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Job 42:5
Job 42:6
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Rom 8:6

I.

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and
good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil.
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall not eat; for in the day that you eat
of it you shall surely die.
And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.
And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve fruits, yielding
its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.
Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of life and may enter
by the gates into the city.
There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and this man was perfect and upright,
and he feared God and turned away from evil.
And Jehovah said to Satan, Have you considered My servant Job? For there is none like him on
the earth, a perfect and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil. And he still holds
fast his integrity, though you have moved Me against him to destroy him without cause.
Remember now, who, being innocent, has ever perished? / And where have the upright ever
been cut off?
According to what I have seen, those who plow iniquity / And those who sow trouble reap the
same.
Then Job answered Jehovah and said,
I know that You can do all things / And that no purpose of Yours can be restrained.
Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge? / Therefore I have uttered what I did not
understand, / Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.
Hear now, and I will speak; / I will ask of You, and You shall inform me.
I had heard of You by the hearing of the ear, / But now my eye has seen You;
Therefore I abhor myself, and I repent / In dust and ashes.
For those who are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those who are according
to the spirit, the things of the Spirit.
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.

According to the divine revelation in the Scriptures, there are two trees, two
sources, two ways, two principles, and two consummations:
A.

The tree of life signifies the Triune God as life to man in man’s relationship with Him; the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil signifies Satan, the devil, the evil one, as death to
man in man’s fall before God—Gen. 2:9, 17; Psa. 36:9a.
Gen 2:9

Gen 2:17
Psa 36:9a

B.

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall not eat; for in the day
that you eat of it you shall surely die.
For with You is the fountain of life; …

The tree of life is the source of men who seek God as life for their supply and enjoyment;
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is the source of men who follow Satan as their
poison unto death and eternal perdition—John 1:4; 15:1; 8:44.
John 1:4
John 15:1
John 8:44

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman.
You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He
was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is
no truth in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks it out of his own possessions; for
he is a liar and the father of it.
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C.

The first way is the way of life, the constricted way, for men to seek God, to gain God, and
to enjoy God in His eternal life as the supply; the second way is the way of death and of
good and evil, the broad way, for men to follow Satan to be his children—Matt. 7:13-14;
Acts 9:2; 1 John 3:10a.
Matt 7:13

Enter in through the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads
to destruction, and many are those who enter through it.
Matt 7:14
Because narrow is the gate and constricted is the way that leads to life, and few are
those who find it.
Acts 9:2
And asked for letters from him to Damascus for the synagogues, so that if he found
any who were of the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem.
1 John 3:10a In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest. …

D.

The first principle is the principle of life—the principle of dependence on God; the second
principle is the principle of death and of good and evil—the principle of independence from
God—Gen. 4:3-4; Jer. 17:5-8; John 15:5.
Gen 4:3
Gen 4:4
Jer 17:5
Jer 17:6
Jer 17:7
Jer 17:8

John 15:5

E.

And in the course of time Cain brought an offering to Jehovah from the fruit of the
ground.
And Abel also brought an offering, from the firstlings of his flock, that is, from their fat
portions. And Jehovah had regard for Abel and for his offering.
Thus says Jehovah, / Cursed is the man who trusts in man / And makes flesh his arm
/ And whose heart turns away from Jehovah.
And he will be like a shrub in the desert / And will not see when good comes; / But he
will dwell in the parched places in the wilderness, / A land of salt and uninhabited.
Blessed is the man who trusts in Jehovah / And whose trust Jehovah is.
And he will be like a tree transplanted beside water, / Which sends out its roots by a
stream, / And will not be afraid when heat comes; / For its leaves remain flourishing, /
And it will not be anxious in the year of drought / And will not cease to bear fruit.
I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears
much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

The two consummations are the final outcome of the two trees, the two sources, the two
ways, and the two principles:
1.
The consummation of God’s way of life is a city of water of life, the New
Jerusalem—Rev. 21:2, 9-11; 22:1-2.
Rev 21:2
Rev 21:9

Rev 21:10
Rev 21:11
Rev 22:1
Rev 22:2

2.

And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last
plagues came and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the
bride, the wife of the Lamb.
And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper
stone, as clear as crystal.
And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of
the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.
And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing
twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations.

The consummation of the way of death and of good and evil is a lake of fire—19:20;
20:10, 14-15.
Rev 19:20

Rev 20:10

And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who in his presence
had done the signs by which he deceived those who received the mark of the
beast and those who worshipped his image. These two were cast alive into the
lake of fire, which burns with brimstone.
And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where also the beast and the false prophet were; and they will be tormented
day and night forever and ever.
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Rev 20:14
Rev 20:15

And death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death,
the lake of fire.
And if anyone was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the
lake of fire.

II. God’s intention was not to have a Job in the line of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil but a Job in the line of the tree of life:
A.

The logic of Job and his friends was according to the line of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil; they were devoid of the divine revelation and of the experience of the divine
life—Job 2:11—32:1.

B.

Job, like his friends, was halted in the knowledge of right and wrong, not knowing God’s
economy—4:7-8:

Job 2:11~32:1

Job 4:7
Job 4:8

1.

Remember now, who, being innocent, has ever perished? / And where have the
upright ever been cut off?
According to what I have seen, those who plow iniquity / And those who sow trouble
reap the same.

Neither Job nor his friends were in the line of the tree of life as God ordained man to
be—Gen. 2:9.
Gen 2:9

2.

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Their concept concerning man’s relationship with God was built on good and evil, right
and wrong, absolutely according to the principle of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil and absolutely according to the human, ethical concept of fallen man—Job 8:1-20.
Job 8:1
Job 8:2
Job 8:3
Job 8:4
Job 8:5
Job 8:6
Job 8:7
Job 8:8
Job 8:9
Job 8:10
Job 8:11
Job 8:12
Job 8:13
Job 8:14
Job 8:15
Job 8:16
Job 8:17
Job 8:18
Job 8:19
Job 8:20

C.

be omitted.

Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said,
How long will you speak these things? / And how long will the words of your
mouth be like a mighty wind?
Does God pervert justice? / Or does the Almighty pervert righteousness?
If your children have sinned against Him, / He has delivered them into the hand
of their transgression.
If you seek earnestly after God / And make supplication unto the Almighty,
If you are pure and upright, / Then surely He will rouse Himself for you / And
restore well-being to your righteous habitation.
And though your beginning was small, / Your end will be very great.
For inquire now of the former generation, / And attend to what their fathers
have sought out.
For we are of yesterday and know nothing, / Because our days upon the earth
are a shadow.
Will they not teach you and talk to you / And utter forth words from their heart?
Can papyrus shoot up without marsh? / Can reeds grow without water?
While it is still in its greenness and not cut down, / It withers before all other grasses.
So are the paths of all who forget God; / And the hope of the profane perishes,
Whose confidence is cut off, / And whose trust is a spider's web.
He leans upon his house, but it will not stand; / He holds fast to it, but it will not
endure.
He is full of sap before the sun, / And his shoots go forth over his garden.
His roots are entwined around a stone heap; / He looks upon a place of stones.
If one destroys him from his place, / Then it denies him, saying, I have not seen you.
Indeed, that is the joy of his way; / And others spring forth out of the dust.
Indeed, God will not reject a perfect man, / Nor will He support evildoers.

Job and his friends were in the realm of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; God
was trying to rescue them from that realm and put them into the realm of the tree of life—
1:1; 2:3; 19:10.
Job 1:1

There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and this man was perfect
and upright, and he feared God and turned away from evil.

40

Job 2:3

Job 19:10

D.

And Jehovah said to Satan, Have you considered My servant Job? For there is none
like him on the earth, a perfect and upright man, who fears God and turns away from
evil. And he still holds fast his integrity, though you have moved Me against him to
destroy him without cause.
He has broken me all around, and I am gone; / And my hope is plucked up like a tree.

God’s purpose in dealing with Job was to turn him from the way of good and evil to the
way of life so that he might gain God to the fullest extent—42:1-6.
Job 42:1
Job 42:2
Job 42:3
Job 42:4
Job 42:5
Job 42:6

Then Job answered Jehovah and said,
I know that You can do all things / And that no purpose of Yours can be restrained.
Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge? / Therefore I have uttered what I
did not understand, / Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.
Hear now, and I will speak; / I will ask of You, and You shall inform me.
I had heard of You by the hearing of the ear, / But now my eye has seen You;
Therefore I abhor myself, and I repent / In dust and ashes.

III. We need a vision of the tree of life—Gen. 2:9; Rev. 22:1-2, 14:
Gen 2:9

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight
and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.
And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of
God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.
And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve fruits,
yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.
Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of life and may
enter by the gates into the city.

Rev 22:1
Rev 22:2
Rev 22:14

A.

The tree of life signifies the Triune God in Christ to dispense Himself into His chosen
people as life in the form of food—Gen. 2:9.
Gen 2:9

B.

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

The tree of life is the center of the universe:
1.
According to the purpose of God, the earth is the center of the universe, the garden of
Eden is the center of the earth, and the tree of life is the center of the garden of Eden;
hence, the universe is centered on the tree of life.
2.
Nothing is more central and crucial to both God and man than the tree of life—3:22;
Rev. 22:14.
Gen 3:22

Rev 22:14

C.

The New Testament reveals that Christ is the fulfillment of the figure of the tree of life—
John 1:4; 15:5.
John 1:4
John 15:5

D.

And Jehovah God said, Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing
good and evil; and now, lest he put forth his hand and take also from the tree of
life and eat and live forever Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of
life and may enter by the gates into the city.

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears
much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

All the aspects of the all-inclusive Christ revealed in the Gospel of John are the outcome of
the tree of life—6:48; 8:12; 10:11; 11:25; 14:6.
John 6:48
John 8:12
John 10:11
John 11:25
John 14:6

I am the bread of life.
Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he who
follows Me shall by no means walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if
he should die, shall live;
Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; no one comes to the
Father except through Me.
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E.

The enjoyment of the tree of life will be the eternal portion of all of God’s redeemed—Rev.
22:1-2, 14:
Rev 22:1
Rev 22:2

Rev 22:14

1.

And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.
And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve
fruits, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations.
Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of life
and may enter by the gates into the city.

The tree of life fulfills for eternity what God intended for man from the beginning—
Gen. 1:26; 2:9.
Gen 1:26

Gen 2:9

2.

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven
and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.
And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

The fruits of the tree of life will be the food for God’s redeemed in eternity; these
fruits will be continually fresh, being produced every month—Rev. 22:2.
Rev 22:2

And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing
twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations.

IV. The two trees in Genesis 2:9—the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil—represent two principles of living:
Gen 2:9

A.

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight
and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

The two trees show that a Christian can live according to two different principles—the
principle of right and wrong or the principle of life—1 Cor. 8:1.
1 Cor 8:1

B.

Job and his friends pursued something in the realm of ethics, but we, the believers in Christ,
should pursue something in the realm of God—15:28; Eph. 3:16-21.
1 Cor 15:28
Eph 3:16
Eph 3:17
Eph 3:18
Eph 3:19
Eph 3:20
Eph 3:21

C.

Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge.
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.

And when all things have been subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be
subjected to Him who has subjected all things to Him, that God may be all in all.
That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with
power through His Spirit into the inner man,
That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted
and grounded in love,
May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length
and height and depth are
And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled unto all
the fullness of God.
But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power which operates in us,
To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations forever
and ever. Amen.

Being a Christian is not a matter of the principle of right and wrong, the principle of good
and evil, but is a matter of life—1 John 5:11-13, 20:
1 John 5:11
1 John 5:12
1 John 5:13

And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His Son.
He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not
have the life.
I have written these things to you that you may know that you have eternal life, to you
who believe into the name of the Son of God.
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1 John 5:20

1.

2.

And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding that
we might know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus
Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.

When we received the Lord Jesus and gained a new life, we obtained another
principle of living—the principle of life; if we do not know this principle, we will set
the principle of life aside and follow the principle of right and wrong.
In our practical living we may not be in the line of the tree of life but in the line of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil—Prov. 16:25; 21:2.
Prov 16:25
Prov 21:2

3.

There is a way which seems right to a man, / But the end of it is the ways of
death.
Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, / But Jehovah weighs the hearts.

In our daily living we should not be in the realm of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil but in the realm of the life-giving Spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b; Rom. 8:2.
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.
Rom 8:2
For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin
and of death.

4.

In order to live according to the principle of the tree of life, we need to follow the
inner sense of life—v. 6; Eph. 4:18-19; Isa. 40:31:
Rom 8:6
Eph 4:18
Eph 4:19
Isa 40:31

a.

For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and
peace.
Being darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because
of the ignorance which is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;
Who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lasciviousness to work
all uncleanness in greediness.
Yet those who wait on Jehovah will renew their strength; / They will mount up
with wings like eagles; / They will run and will not faint; / They will walk and will
not become weary.

The sense of life on the negative side is the feeling of death—Rom. 8:6a.
Rom 8:6a

b.

The sense of life on the positive side is the feeling of life and peace, with a
consciousness of strength, satisfaction, rest, brightness, and comfort—v. 6b.
Rom 8:6b

5.

For the mind set on the flesh is death, …

… but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.

When we live according to the principle of the tree of life, we will care not for good
and evil but for life, and we will discern matters not according to right and wrong but
according to life and death—Gen. 2:9, 16-17; 2 Cor. 11:3.
Gen 2:9

Gen 2:16
Gen 2:17
2 Cor 11:3

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
you may eat freely,
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall not eat; for in
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.
But I fear lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your
thoughts would be corrupted from the simplicity and the purity toward Christ.

V. Every genuine believer in Christ is a miniature garden of Eden, with God as
the tree of life in his spirit and Satan as the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil in his flesh—Gen. 2:9; Rom. 8:2, 5-6:
Gen 2:9

Rom 8:2
Rom 8:5
Rom 8:6

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight
and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.
For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of death.
For those who are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those who are
according to the spirit, the things of the Spirit.
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.
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A.

We are a miniature garden of Eden because the triangular situation involving God, man,
and Satan is now within us—Gen. 1:27-29; 2:9, 16-17:
Gen 1:27
Gen 1:28

Gen 1:29

Gen 2:9

Gen 2:16
Gen 2:17

1.

And God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male
and female He created them.
And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.
And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb that produces seed that is on the
surface of all the earth and every tree which has fruit that produces seed; they shall
be for you as food.
And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden you may
eat freely,
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall not eat; for in the day
that you eat of it you shall surely die.

Before man fell, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life were
outside of man—vv. 9, 16-17.
Gen 2:9

Gen 2:16
Gen 2:17

2.
3.

Through the fall the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is in us, and through
regeneration the tree of life is now in us.
Our spirit is mingled with the Triune God, and our body, which has become the flesh,
is mixed with the sinful element of Satan (1 Cor. 6:17; Rom. 5:12; 6:6, 12); this
makes the Christian a miniature garden of Eden.
1 Cor 6:17
Rom 5:12
Rom 6:6
Rom 6:12

B.

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
you may eat freely,
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall not eat; for in
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.

But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.
Therefore just as through one man sin entered into the world, and through sin,
death; and thus death passed on to all men because all have sinnedKnowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him in order that the
body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin as slaves;
Do not let sin therefore reign in your mortal body so that you obey the body's
lusts;

As those who were represented by Adam in Genesis 2, we have the tree of life in our spirit
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in our flesh—v. 9; Rev. 2:7b; 22:14:
Gen 2
Gen 2:9

Rev 2:7b
Rev 22:14

1.

be omitted.
And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
… To him who overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of God.
Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of life
and may enter by the gates into the city.

Whenever we contact the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, we become dead;
whenever we contact the tree of life, we gain life—Rom. 8:5-6, 10.
Rom 8:5
Rom 8:6
Rom 8:10

For those who are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those
who are according to the spirit, the things of the Spirit.
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and
peace.
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life
because of righteousness.
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2.

If we stand on the side of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and contact
Satan, we will live out the life of Satan, the devil, and the result will be death—2 Cor.
11:3; Rom. 3:23; 1 John 3:4.
2 Cor 11:3
Rom 3:23
1 John 3:4

3.

If we stand on the side of the tree of life and contact God, we will live out God, and
the result will be life—John 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 4-5.
John 11:25
John 14:6
John 15:1
John 15:4
John 15:5

C.

But I fear lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your
thoughts would be corrupted from the simplicity and the purity toward Christ.
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Everyone who practices sin practices lawlessness also, and sin is lawlessness.

Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me,
even if he should die, shall live;
Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; no one comes to
the Father except through Me.
I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman.
Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it
abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.
I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he
bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

Romans 8:5-6 shows a miniature garden of Eden, with the flesh and death on one side, the
spirit and life on the other side, and the mind in the middle:
Rom 8:5
Rom 8:6

1.

For those who are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those who
are according to the spirit, the things of the Spirit.
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.

We learn from Romans 8 that we need to turn our being to the living One who dwells
in our spirit and stay one with Him—v. 6b; 1 Cor. 6:17.
Rom 8
Rom 8:6b
1 Cor 6:17

2.

When we set our mind on the spirit, we have life, peace, light, comfort, and strength;
our thirst is quenched, and our hunger is satisfied—Rom. 8:5, 6b; John 4:14; 7:37-38;
Matt. 5:6.
Rom 8:5
Rom 8:6b
John 4:14

John 7:37
John 7:38
Matt 5:6

3.

be omitted.
… but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.
But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

For those who are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those
who are according to the spirit, the things of the Spirit.
… but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.
But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst
forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water
springing up into eternal life.
Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out,
saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.
He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall
flow rivers of living water.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

When we set our mind on the spirit, our mind is full of life and peace—Rom. 8:6b:
Rom 8:6b

a.

… but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.

We have peace because there is no discord between our outward behavior and
our inner being—v. 6b; Isa. 9:6-7; 26:3.
Rom 8:6b
Isa 9:6

Isa 9:7

Isa 26:3

… but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.
For a child is born to us, / A Son is given to us; / And the government / Is
upon His shoulder; / And His name will be called / Wonderful Counselor,
/ Mighty God, / Eternal Father, / Prince of Peace.
To the increase of His government / And to His peace there is no end, /
Upon the throne of David / And over His kingdom, / To establish it / And
to uphold it / In justice and righteousness / From now to eternity. / The
zeal of Jehovah of hosts / Will accomplish this.
You will keep the steadfast of mind / In perfect peace / Because he trusts
in You.
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b.

When we speak with our mind set on the spirit, life is embodied in our words
because we are one spirit with the Lord—Prov. 18:21; John 6:63; Eph. 4:29.
Prov 18:21
John 6:63
Eph 4:29

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, / And those who love it will
eat its fruit.
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I
have spoken to you are spirit and are life.
Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but only that which is
good for building up, according to the need, that it may give grace to
those who hear.
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