Message Three
Job’s Experience of God’s Consuming and Stripping
in the Old Testament
Being Far Behind That of Paul in the New Testament
MC Hymns: 622, 626

Scripture Reading: Job 3:1;
2 Cor. 4:10-12, 16-18; Phil. 1:19-25; 4:4
Job 3:1
2 Cor 4:10
2 Cor 4:11
2 Cor 4:12
2 Cor 4:16
2 Cor 4:17
2 Cor 4:18
Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21
Phil 1:22
Phil 1:23
Phil 1:24
Phil 1:25
Phil 4:4

I.

After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.
Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus that the life of Jesus also may be
manifested in our body.
For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' sake that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.
So then death operates in us, but life in you.
Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being
renewed day by day.
For our momentary lightness of affliction works out for us, more and more surpassingly, an eternal
weight of glory,
Because we do not regard the things which are seen but the things which are not seen; for the
things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the bountiful supply
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame, but with all
boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body, whether through life or
through death.
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
But if I am to live in the flesh, if this to me is fruit for my work, then I do not know what I will
choose.
But I am constrained between the two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for this is
far better;
But to remain in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.
And being confident of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your progress
and joy of the faith,
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.

Job was disturbed, perplexed, and entangled to the uttermost by his suffering
of the disasters that befell his possessions and his children and the plague on
his body, in spite of his perfection, uprightness, and integrity:
A.

When Job cursed the day of his birth, equivalent to cursing his mother, he surely was not
perfect and upright, nor did he hold his integrity; rather, he became bankrupt in integrity—
Job 3:1.
Job 3:1

B.

After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.

God’s intention was to tear down the natural Job in his perfection and uprightness that He
might build up a renewed Job in God’s nature and attributes in order to make Job a man of
God, constituted with God according to His economy; such a man (like Paul) would never
be entangled by any troubles and problems so that he would curse his birth and prefer to die
rather than to live—Phil. 1:19-25; 4:5-9.
Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21
Phil 1:22

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
But if I am to live in the flesh, if this to me is fruit for my work, then I do not know what
I will choose.
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Phil 1:23
Phil 1:24
Phil 1:25
Phil 4:5
Phil 4:6
Phil 4:7
Phil 4:8

Phil 4:9

C.

But I am constrained between the two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ,
for this is far better;
But to remain in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.
And being confident of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your
progress and joy of the faith,
Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near.
In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God;
And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard your
hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers, what things are true, what things are dignified, what things are
righteous, what things are pure, what things are lovely, what things are well spoken
of, if there is any virtue and if any praise, take account of these things.
The things which you have also learned and received and heard and seen in me,
practice these things; and the God of peace will be with you.

Job was dwelling on his excellent past and sighing over his miserable present (Job 29:1—
30:31); he held fast insistently to, and even boasted of, his uprightness, righteousness,
integrity, and perfection (27:1-7; 31:1-40):
Job 29, 30
Job 27:1
Job 27:2
Job 27:3
Job 27:4
Job 27:5
Job 27:6
Job 27:7
Job 31

1.

be omitted.
Then Job again took up his discourse and said,
As God lives, who has taken away my right, / And the Almighty, who has embittered
my soul,
As long as my breath is in me / And the spirit of God is in my nostrils,
Surely my lips will not speak anything wrong, / Nor will my tongue utter deceit.
Far be it from me to declare you righteous! / Until I die, I will not put away my integrity
from me.
To my righteousness I will hold fast, I will not let it go; / My heart does not reproach
me for any of my days.
May my enemy be like a wicked man, / And may he who rises up against me be like
someone unjust.
be omitted.

Paul, however, exercised to forget the things that were behind in the past in order to
gain the present “today Christ” to the fullest extent—Phil. 3:8, 13-14.
Phil 3:8

Phil 3:13

Phil 3:14

2.

But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered
the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ
Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do:
Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things
which are before,
I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called
me upward.

Furthermore, Paul was not a person of yesterday but a person of today (Heb. 3:7-8,
15; Psa. 95:7-8); we should not look ahead to the future and not look back to the past;
we are people of today (Matt. 6:11, 33-34; Luke 19:9-10; 23:43).
Heb 3:7
Heb 3:8
Heb 3:15
Psa 95:7
Psa 95:8
Matt 6:11
Matt 6:33
Matt 6:34

Therefore, even as the Holy Spirit says, "Today if you hear His voice,
Do not harden your hearts as in the provocation, in the day of trial in the
wilderness,
While it is said, "Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in
the provocation."
For He is our God, / And we are the people of His pasture / And the flock of His
hand. / Today, if you hear His voice,
Do not harden your heart as at Meribah, / As in the day of Massah in the wilderness;
Give us today our daily bread.
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you.
Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for
itself; sufficient for the day is its own evil.
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Luke 19:9
Luke 19:10
Luke 23:43

3.

And Jesus said to him, Today salvation has come to this house, because he
also is a son of Abraham.
For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which is lost.
And He said to him, Truly I say to you, Today you shall be with Me in Paradise.

The Christ whom we love is the Christ now, the Christ today, and the Christ on the
throne in the heavens, who is our daily salvation and moment-by-moment supply,
sustaining us to live a heavenly life on earth—Matt. 28:20; 1 Pet. 1:8; Heb. 8:2; 4:1415; 7:26; 2 Cor. 6:2; Rom. 5:10.
Matt 28:20
1 Pet 1:8
Heb 8:2
Heb 4:14
Heb 4:15

Heb 7:26
2 Cor 6:2

Rom 5:10

Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you all the days until the consummation of the age.
Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing Him at present,
yet believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and full of glory,
A Minister of the holy places, even of the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, not man.
Having therefore a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession.
For we do not have a High Priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all respects like us, yet without
sin.
For such a High Priest was also fitting to us, holy, guileless, undefiled, separated
from sinners and having become higher than the heavens,
For He says, "In an acceptable time I listened to you, and in the day of
salvation I helped you." Behold, now is the well-acceptable time; behold, now is
the day of salvation.
For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,
much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled,

4.
D.

When we fully become the New Jerusalem, we will have today since every day in
eternity is today; the only day we have is today, not tomorrow.
Through his eight times of speaking to his three friends, Job exposed himself as a person
with the following characteristics:
1.
Job was self-righteous (Job 6:30; 9:20; 27:5-6; 32:1); he was darkened by the success
and attainments of his natural being, contented with what he had become, yet he was
unaware of his miserable situation before God (cf. Phil. 3:9; Rev. 3:17-18).
Job 6:30
Job 9:20
Job 27:5
Job 27:6
Job 32:1
Phil 3:9

Rev 3:17

Rev 3:18

2.

Is there any injustice on my tongue? / Can my palate not discern calamities?
Though I am righteous, my mouth would condemn me; / Though I am perfect, it
would prove me perverse.
Far be it from me to declare you righteous! / Until I die, I will not put away my
integrity from me.
To my righteousness I will hold fast, I will not let it go; / My heart does not
reproach me for any of my days.
Then these three men ceased answering Job, for he was righteous in his own
eyes.
And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law,
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God
and based on faith,
Because you say, I am wealthy and have become rich and have need of
nothing, and do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and
blind and naked,
I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire that you may be rich, and
white garments that you may be clothed and that the shame of your nakedness
may not be manifested, and eyesalve to anoint your eyes that you may see.

Job acknowledged God in name but not in reality; he was not saturated by God, filled
with God, and mingled with God to become one with God—Psa. 92:10; Lev. 2:4-5;
Rom. 8:16; 2 Tim. 4:22; 1 Cor. 6:17; Eph. 3:19; 5:18, 26; Heb. 2:10-11.
Psa 92:10

But You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; / I am anointed with fresh
oil.
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Lev 2:4

Lev 2:5
Rom 8:16
2 Tim 4:22
1 Cor 6:17
Eph 3:19
Eph 5:18
Eph 5:26
Heb 2:10

Heb 2:11

3.

Job did not possess any element that indicated some aspect and some feature of the
New Jerusalem as God’s organism to live God and to express God for eternity; in
contrast to this, the name of God, the name of the New Jerusalem, and the name of the
Lord are written upon the overcomer, indicating that what God is, the nature of the
New Jerusalem, and the person of the Lord have all been wrought into the
overcomer—Rev. 3:12.
Rev 3:12

E.

For our momentary lightness of affliction works out for us, more and more
surpassingly, an eternal weight of glory,

If Job and his friends had taken the time to seek God in a spirit of humility and by
exercising their spirit in prayer (Isa. 57:15; 66:2; Col. 4:2), God could have shown them
that a regenerated, transformed, and glorified saint in Christ has nothing to do with the
natural man and does not need to build up himself with the natural virtues.
Isa 57:15

Isa 66:2

Col 4:2

G.

He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he
shall by no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My
God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends
out of heaven from My God, and My new name.

Neither Job nor his friends knew the purpose of God’s dealing with him, as the apostle Paul
did in declaring to the New Testament believers that the affliction the believers are
suffering works out for them an eternal weight of glory, which is the God of glory to be
their glorious portion for them to gain and enjoy unto eternity—2 Cor. 4:17.
2 Cor 4:17

F.

And when you present an offering of a meal offering baked in the oven, it shall
be of fine flour, unleavened cakes mingled with oil or unleavened wafers
anointed with oil.
And if your offering is a meal offering baked on a flat plate, it shall be of fine
flour mingled with oil, unleavened.
The Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God.
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.
But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.
And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled
unto all the fullness of God.
And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissoluteness, but be filled in spirit,
That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the
word,
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all
things, in leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation
perfect through sufferings.
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One,
for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers,

For thus says the high and exalted One, / Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:
/ I will dwell in the high and holy place, / And with the contrite and lowly of spirit, / To
revive the spirit of the lowly / And to revive the heart of the contrite.
For all these things My hand has made, / And so all these things have come into
being, declares Jehovah. / But to this kind of man will I look, to him who is poor / And
of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at My word.
Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving,

This heavenly vision would have saved them from the timewasting, pain-increasing, and
vain debates in thirty-five chapters as a record of a group of blind persons groping in
darkness; they talked about God and also referred to their spirit (Job 32:8), but they
exercised their mind in three rounds of long debates instead of exercising their spirit to pray
for Job and to fellowship with one another so that all of them could touch God and receive
God as their life, light, and spiritual supply:
Job 32:8

1.

But there is a spirit in man, / And the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding.

If we are going to have vital groups, we must be warned by these talks in the book of
Job; the group we see in the book of Job affords us a negative example; it is the kind
30

of group meeting we should not have in the church life today; the first thing that we
must do when we come together is to exercise our spirit to pray; the vital groups are
groups of vital prayer—cf. Acts 12:5, 11-12; Heb. 10:24-25; 3:13.
Acts 12:5
Acts 12:11

Acts 12:12

Heb 10:24
Heb 10:25
Heb 3:13

2.

The groups are vital in these two spirits—vital in our human spirit and vital in God’s
divine Spirit; the Christian life is a life of the consummated Spirit as the
consummation of the Triune God dwelling in and mingled with our regenerated spirit
to be one spirit—John 4:24; Rom. 8:16; 1 Cor. 6:17; Gal. 3:14; 6:18.
John 4:24
Rom 8:16
1 Cor 6:17
Gal 3:14
Gal 6:18

3.

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness.
The Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God.
But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.
In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

We need to learn to touch the divine Spirit in our spirit; this is the intrinsic
significance of the Christian life and work; this is the move of God in man and the
move of man in God to fulfill His economy, His plan, to dispense Himself in Christ as
the Spirit into man in order to build up His Body and prepare His bride to
consummate the New Jerusalem—2 Cor. 2:13; Phil. 3:3; Rom. 1:9.
2 Cor 2:13
Phil 3:3
Rom 1:9

4.

So then Peter was kept in the prison; but prayer was being made fervently by
the church to God concerning him.
And Peter came to himself and said, Now I know truly that the Lord has sent
forth His angel and rescued me out of Herod's hand and from all the
expectation of the Jewish people.
And when he became aware of this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother
of John, who was surnamed Mark, where there was a considerable number
assembled together and praying.
And let us consider one another so as to incite one another to love and good
works,
Not abandoning our own assembling together, as the custom with some is, but
exhorting one another; and so much the more as you see the day drawing near.
But exhort one another each day, as long as it is called "today," lest any one of
you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin--

I had no rest in my spirit, for I did not find Titus my brother; but taking leave of
them, I went forth into Macedonia.
For we are the circumcision, the ones who serve by the Spirit of God and boast
in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh,
For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of His Son, how
unceasingly I make mention of you always in my prayers,

Paul stresses in the book of Romans that whatever we are (2:29; 8:5-6, 9), whatever
we have (vv. 10, 16), and whatever we do toward God (1:9; 7:6; 8:4; 12:11) must be
in our spirit; we must be perfected and built up to be persons in the spirit; there is no
other way to be a lover of God, to be a seeker of Christ, or to be an overcomer than to
be in the spirit (Rev. 1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10).
Rom 2:29
Rom 8:5
Rom 8:6
Rom 8:9
Rom 8:10
Rom 8:16
Rom 1:9

But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is of the heart, in spirit,
not in letter, whose praise is not from men, but from God.
For those who are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those
who are according to the spirit, the things of the Spirit.
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and
peace.
But you are not in the flesh, but in the spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Yet if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not of Him.
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life
because of righteousness.
The Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God.
For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of His Son, how
unceasingly I make mention of you always in my prayers,
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Rom 7:6
Rom 8:4
Rom 12:11
Rev 1:10
Rev 4:2
Rev 17:3

Rev 21:10

But now we have been discharged from the law, having died to that in which
we were held, so that we serve in newness of spirit and not in oldness of letter.
That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not
walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.
Do not be slothful in zeal, but be burning in spirit, serving the Lord.
I was in spirit on the Lord's Day and heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,
Immediately I was in spirit; and behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and
upon the throne there was One sitting;
And he carried me away in spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting
upon a scarlet beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten
horns.
And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,

II. Job’s experience of God’s consuming and stripping in the Old Testament was
far behind that of Paul in the New Testament—1 Tim. 1:16:
1 Tim 1:16

A.

But because of this I was shown mercy, that in me, the foremost, Jesus Christ might display
all His long-suffering for a pattern to those who are to believe on Him unto eternal life.

God’s consuming is to exhaust us, and God’s stripping is to tear down and take away the
totality of our natural integrity—our natural perfection and uprightness in our character—
that replaces our living out Christ to express Christ—Phil. 1:19-20; 3:4-9a.
Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

Phil 3:4
Phil 3:5
Phil 3:6
Phil 3:7
Phil 3:8

Phil 3:9a

B.

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death.
Though I myself have something to be confident of in the flesh as well. If any other
man thinks that he has confidence in the flesh, I more:
Circumcised the eighth day; of the race of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew
born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;
As to zeal, persecuting the church; as to the righteousness which is in the law,
become blameless.
But what things were gains to me, these I have counted as loss on account of Christ.
But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of
all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ
And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ, …

Day by day and hour by hour, Job was unhappily being consumed, but in the New
Testament, God’s consuming and stripping become pleasant things; since the day he was
converted, Paul was a person under God’s consuming and stripping as a prisoner in the
Lord, but he was filled with joy and rejoicing—Acts 9:15-16; 2 Cor. 4:16; Phil. 1:19-21a;
Eph. 3:1; 4:1; Phil. 1:4, 18, 25; 2:2, 17-18, 28-29; 3:1; 4:1, 4.
Acts 9:15
Acts 9:16
2 Cor 4:16
Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a
Eph 3:1
Eph 4:1

But the Lord said to him, Go, for this man is a chosen vessel to Me, to bear My name
before both the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;
For I will show him how many things he must suffer on behalf of My name.
Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner
man is being renewed day by day.
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ …
For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you, the GentilesI beseech you therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, to walk worthily of the calling with
which you were called,
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Phil 1:4
Phil 1:18
Phil 1:25
Phil 2:2
Phil 2:17
Phil 2:18
Phil 2:28
Phil 2:29
Phil 3:1
Phil 4:1
Phil 4:4

C.

Paul was crucified with Christ; to be reborn through termination and germination is to be
regenerated crucified (John 3:5; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12); we, like Paul, were reborn crucified
for the purpose that from that time it would be no longer we who live but Christ who lives
in us (Gal. 2:20).
John 3:5
Rom 6:4

Col 2:12
Gal 2:20

D.

Always in my every petition on behalf of you all, making my petition with joy,
What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truthfulness, Christ is
announced; and in this I rejoice; yes, and I will rejoice;
And being confident of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your
progress and joy of the faith,
Make my joy full, that you think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul,
thinking the one thing,
But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of
your faith, I rejoice, and I rejoice together with you all.
And in like manner you also rejoice, and you rejoice together with me.
I have sent him therefore the more eagerly, so that when you see him again, you may
rejoice and I may be less sorrowful.
Receive him therefore in the Lord with all joy, and hold such in honor,
Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, for me it is
not irksome, but for you it is safe.
So then, my brothers, beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, in the same way
stand firm in the Lord, beloved.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.

Jesus answered, Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
We have been buried therefore with Him through baptism into His death, in order that
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we
might walk in newness of life.
Buried together with Him in baptism, in which also you were raised together with Him
through the faith of the operation of God, who raised Him from the dead.
I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself up for me.

Now in our Christian life we are dying to live (v. 20; 1 Cor. 15:31, 36; John 12:24; 2 Cor. 4:11);
dying to live is the proper meaning of bearing the cross (Matt. 16:24-26; Hymns, #622).
Gal 2:20

1 Cor 15:31
1 Cor 15:36
John 12:24
2 Cor 4:11
Matt 16:24
Matt 16:25
Matt 16:26

I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself up for me.
I protest by the boasting in you, brothers, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die
daily.
Foolish man, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies;
Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' sake that the
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.
Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
For whoever wants to save his soul-life shall lose it; but whoever loses his soul-life for
My sake shall find it.
For what shall a man be profited if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul-life?
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul-life?

Hymns, #622
1.
If we take up the cross, will we but suffer pain?
Nay, if we bear the cross, be sure that we will die!
The meaning of the cross is that we may be slain;
The cross experienced the self will crucify.
2.
Divine deliverance e'er slays man by the cross;
Though cruel it may seem, it is a grand release.
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3.

E.

In his experience of God’s consuming and stripping, Paul was not constricted under the
pressures on every side and did not perish despite his being cast down; Paul did not curse
the day of his birth, and he did not say that he preferred to die rather than to live; on the
contrary, after much consideration Paul said that he still preferred to live for the saints’
progress (their growth in life) and for their joy of the faith (their enjoyment of Christ)—2
Cor. 1:8-9; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:21-25.
2 Cor 1:8

2 Cor 1:9
Gal 2:20

Phil 1:21
Phil 1:22
Phil 1:23
Phil 1:24
Phil 1:25

F.

Col 1:24
Phil 2:17
Phil 2:18

Therefore I am well pleased in weaknesses, in insults, in necessities, in persecutions
and distresses, on behalf of Christ; for when I am weak, then I am powerful.
I now rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf and fill up on my part that which is
lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body, which is the church;
But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of
your faith, I rejoice, and I rejoice together with you all.
And in like manner you also rejoice, and you rejoice together with me.

Paul wanted to know Christ, the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His
sufferings in order to be conformed to Christ’s death (3:10); he took Christ’s death as a
mold for his life, and it was his great pleasure to be molded in the death of Christ.
Phil 3:10

H.

For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of our affliction which befell us in
Asia, that we were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that we despaired
even of living.
Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should not base
our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead;
I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself up for me.
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
But if I am to live in the flesh, if this to me is fruit for my work, then I do not know what
I will choose.
But I am constrained between the two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ,
for this is far better;
But to remain in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.
And being confident of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your
progress and joy of the faith,

When Paul was suffering distresses for the sake of Christ (2 Cor. 12:10), he was well
pleased, he was happy, and he was even rejoicing in the Lord for his experiences (Col.
1:24; Phil. 2:17-18).
2 Cor 12:10

G.

Christ ne'er will be our life if we escape the cross;
Christ ne'er will be expressed but by our sure decease.
The cross's final goal, that God's will be fulfilled;
His will's arch enemy is but the self of man.
If self be done away and all the soul-life killed,
God's will shall then prevail and prospered be His plan.

To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death,

Paul magnified Christ by living Him, whether through life or through death, by the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ; when God created man, this was the kind of
life He wanted man to live—1:19-21a; Gen. 1:26.
Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a
Gen 1:26

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ …
And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over
the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.
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I.

Paul said that he was always bearing about in the body the putting to death, the killing, of
Jesus and being delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake that the life of Jesus might be
manifested in his mortal flesh; when we are under the killing of the Lord’s death, His
resurrection life is imparted through us into others—2 Cor. 4:10-12:
2 Cor 4:10
2 Cor 4:11
2 Cor 4:12

1.

Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested in our body.
For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' sake that the
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.
So then death operates in us, but life in you.

The putting to death of Jesus in our environment cooperates with the indwelling Spirit
to kill our natural man (our outer man), comprising our body and our soul; as our
outer man is being consumed by the killing work of death, our inner man is being
renewed day by day with the fresh supply of the resurrection life—v. 16.
2 Cor 4:16

2.

Paul said that he died daily (1 Cor. 15:31); daily he risked death, faced death, and died
to self (2 Cor. 11:23; 4:11; 1:8-9; Rom. 8:36).
1 Cor 15:31
2 Cor 11:23

2 Cor 4:11
2 Cor 1:8

2 Cor 1:9
Rom 8:36

3.

I protest by the boasting in you, brothers, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord,
I die daily.
Ministers of Christ are they? I speak as being beside myself, I more so! In labors
more abundantly, in imprisonments more abundantly, in stripes excessively, in
deaths often.
For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' sake
that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.
For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of our affliction which befell us
in Asia, that we were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that we
despaired even of living.
Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should
not base our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead;
As it is written, "For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; we have
been accounted as sheep for slaughter."

The application of Christ’s death and its effectiveness is in the compounded Spirit,
who dwells in our spirit to dispense Christ’s death and its effectiveness from our spirit
to our soul and even to our mortal body—Exo. 30:22-25; Rom. 8:6, 9-11.
Exo 30:22
Exo 30:23

Exo 30:24
Exo 30:25
Rom 8:6
Rom 8:9
Rom 8:10
Rom 8:11

4.

Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our
inner man is being renewed day by day.

Moreover Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,
You also take the finest spices: of flowing myrrh five hundred shekels, and of
fragrant cinnamon half as much, two hundred fifty shekels, and of fragrant
calamus two hundred fifty shekels,
And of cassia five hundred shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary,
and a hin of olive oil.
And you shall make it a holy anointing oil, a fragrant ointment compounded
according to the work of a compounder; it shall be a holy anointing oil.
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and
peace.
But you are not in the flesh, but in the spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Yet if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not of Him.
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life
because of righteousness.
And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through
His Spirit who indwells you.

This dispensing is the anointing (1 John 2:20, 27), and the anointing is the moving of
the indwelling Spirit; our prayer activates the moving of the indwelling Spirit, and
within this moving, there is the killing power.
1 John 2:20
1 John 2:27

And you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know.
And as for you, the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you,
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and you have no need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing teaches you
concerning all things and is true and is not a lie, and even as it has taught you,
abide in Him.

J.

In his experience of God’s consuming and stripping, Paul said that our momentary lightness
of affliction works out for us, more and more surpassingly, an eternal weight of glory;
eternal is in contrast to momentary, weight is in contrast to lightness, and glory is in
contrast to affliction—2 Cor. 4:16-17; Rom. 8:28-29.
2 Cor 4:16
2 Cor 4:17
Rom 8:28
Rom 8:29

K.

Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner
man is being renewed day by day.
For our momentary lightness of affliction works out for us, more and more
surpassingly, an eternal weight of glory,
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose.
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

Job considered his suffering of affliction something very heavy, but Paul considered his
affliction to be momentary and light; instead of caring about our affliction, we need to care
for the increase of God as the weight of glory within us by our being transformed from one
degree of glory to another; as long as we have more of God in us, this is what really
matters—Acts 7:2; 2 Cor. 3:18; Col. 2:19:
Acts 7:2
2 Cor 3:18

Col 2:19

1.

And he said, Men, brothers and fathers, listen. The God of glory appeared to our
father Abraham while he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran,
But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from
the Lord Spirit.
And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit
together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.

Like Paul, we are in an environment of suffering and pressure that works with the
Spirit to kill our natural man; we should cooperate with the indwelling Spirit and
accept the outward environment in our spirit, soul, and body, because we do not
regard the things of temporary affliction which are seen but the things of the eternal
glory which are not seen—Phil. 1:19-20; 2 Cor. 4:18; Heb. 11:1, 27; 2 Cor. 5:7.
Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

2 Cor 4:18

Heb 11:1
Heb 11:27
2 Cor 5:7

2.

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and
the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to
shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in
my body, whether through life or through death.
Because we do not regard the things which are seen but the things which are
not seen; for the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are
not seen are eternal.
Now faith is the substantiation of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen.
By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he persevered as
one seeing the unseen One.
(For we walk by faith, not by appearance)-

We need to exercise our spirit to rejoice in the midst of our killing environment (Phil.
4:4); the Lord’s sovereignty is operating to put us under the killing of Christ’s death
so that His life may be manifested in our body in the renewing of our inner man to
make us as new as the New Jerusalem (2 Cor. 4:10-12, 16; 5:17; Gal. 6:15; Rev. 21:2,
5, 10).
Phil 4:4
2 Cor 4:10
2 Cor 4:11

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.
Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus that the life of
Jesus also may be manifested in our body.
For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' sake
that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.
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2 Cor 4:12
2 Cor 4:16
2 Cor 5:17
Gal 6:15
Rev 21:2
Rev 21:5
Rev 21:10

So then death operates in us, but life in you.
Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our
inner man is being renewed day by day.
So then if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed
away; behold, they have become new.
For neither is circumcision anything nor uncircumcision, but a new creation is
what matters.
And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And He who sits on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And He
said, Write, for these words are faithful and true.
And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
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