Message Four
Knowing and Experiencing
the All-inclusive, Extensive Christ
as the Reality of All Positive Things
Hymns:
Scripture Reading: Col. 2:16-18a; John 14:6a, 17; 1 John 5:6; John 16:13
Col. 2:16
Col. 2:17
Col. 2:18a
John 14:6a
John 14:17
1 John 5:6
John 16:13

Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a feast or of a new
moon or of the Sabbath,
Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.
Let no one defraud you by judging you unworthy of your prize, in self-chosen lowliness and
the worship of the angels,…
Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life;…
Even the Spirit of reality, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him
or know Him; but you know Him, because He abides with you and shall be in you.
This is He who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ; not in the water only, but in the
water and in the blood; and the Spirit is He who testifies, because the Spirit is the reality.
But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide you into all the reality; for He will
not speak from Himself, but what He hears He will speak; and He will declare to you the
things that are coming.

Outline
I.

“Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a
feast or of a new moon or of the Sabbath, which are a shadow of the things to
come, but the body is of Christ. Let no one defraud you by judging you
unworthy of your prize”—Col. 2:16-18a:
Col. 2:16
Col. 2:17
Col. 2:18a

A.

Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a feast or of a
new moon or of the Sabbath,
Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.
Let no one defraud you by judging you unworthy of your prize, in self-chosen lowliness
and the worship of the angels, …

As with a man’s physical body, the body in 2:17 is the substance, and like the shadow of a
man’s body, the rituals in the law are the shadow of Christ, who is the substance and reality
of the gospel; Colossians unveils such an all-inclusive Christ as the focus of God’s
economy—1:17a, 18a; 3:11.
Col. 2:17
Col. 1:17a
Col. 1:18a
Col. 3:11

B.

Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.
And He is before all things, …
And He is the Head of the Body, the church;…
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

Daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly, Christ is the reality of every positive thing, implying the
universal extensiveness of the all-inclusive Christ:
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1. Daily, Christ is our food and drink for our satisfaction and strengthening—1 Cor. 10:3-4.
1 Cor. 10:3
1 Cor. 10:4

And all ate the same spiritual food,
And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which
followed them, and the rock was Christ.

2. Weekly, Christ is our Sabbath for our completion and rest in Him—Matt. 11:28-29.
Matt. 11:28
Matt. 11:29

Come to Me all who toil and are burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.

3. Monthly, Christ is our new moon as a new beginning with light in darkness—John 1:5;
8:12.
John 1:5
John 8:12

And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he who
follows Me shall by no means walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

4. Yearly, Christ is our feast for our joy and enjoyment—1 Cor. 5:8.
1 Cor. 5:8

C.

The all-inclusive, extensive Christ, who is full of attractiveness and rich in magnetism, is the
essence of the Bible—Luke 24:44; John 5:39-40; Matt. 1:1; cf. Rev. 22:21.
Luke 24:44

John 5:39
John 5:40
Matt. 1:1
Rev. 22:21

D.

And He said to them, These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still
with you, that all the things written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and
Psalms concerning Me must be fulfilled.
You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and
it is these that testify concerning Me.
Yet you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham:
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

According to the context, “the prize” in Colossians 2:18 is the enjoyment of Christ as the
body of the shadows; to be defrauded of our prize is to be defrauded of the subjective
enjoyment of Christ—cf. Gen. 15:1; Phil. 3:8.
Col 2:18

Gen. 15:1
Phil. 3:8

E.

So then let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of
malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Let no one defraud you by judging you unworthy of your prize, in self-chosen
lowliness and the worship of the angels, dwelling on the things which he has seen,
vainly puffed up by his mind set on the flesh,
After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Do not
be afraid, Abram; I am your shield and your exceedingly great reward.
But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of
all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ

Our need is for the subjective Christ to become our enjoyment to complete the divine
revelation within us; if we are short in the experience and enjoyment of Christ, we are also
short concerning God’s revelation—Col. 1:25-28.
Col. 1:25
Col. 1:26
Col. 1:27

Of which I became a minister according to the stewardship of God, which was
given to me for you, to complete the word of God,
The mystery which has been hidden from the ages and from the generations but
now has been manifested to His saints;
To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
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Col. 1:28

F.

Whatever we do day by day should remind us of Christ as the reality of that thing; if we
follow the practice of taking Christ as the reality of all the material things in our daily life,
our daily walk will be revolutionized and transformed, and we will be full of Christ—2 Cor.
4:16; Phil. 1:19-21a.
2 Cor. 4:16
Phil. 1:19
Phil. 1:20

Phil. 1:21a

G.

Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every man in all
wisdom that we may present every man full-grown in Christ;

Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner
man is being renewed day by day.
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to
shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my
body, whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ…

We need to enjoy Christ day by day as the reality of all our necessities:
1. Christ is our breath—John 20:22.
John 20:22

And when He had said this, He breathed into them and said to them, Receive the
Holy Spirit.

2. Christ is our drink—4:10, 14; 7:37-39a.
John 4:10

John 4:14

John 7:37
John 7:38
John 7:39a

Jesus answered and said to her, If you knew the gift of God and who it is who
says to you, Give Me a drink, you would have asked Him, and He would have
given you living water.
But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst
forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a fountain of water
springing up into eternal life.
Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying,
If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.
He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall
flow rivers of living water.
But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were
about to receive;…

3. Christ is our food—6:35, 57.
John 6:35
John 6:57

Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall by no means
hunger, and he who believes into Me shall by no means ever thirst.
As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who eats
Me, he also shall live because of Me.

4. Christ is our light—1:4; 8:12.
John 1:4
John 8:12

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he who
follows Me shall by no means walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

5. Christ is our clothing—Gal. 3:27.
Gal. 3:27

For as many as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

6. Christ is our dwelling place—John 15:5, 7a.
John 15:5
John 15:7a

I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears
much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.
If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, …
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II. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the reality of all the positive things in the
universe—cf. Rom. 1:20; Eph. 3:18; Hymns, #496:
Rom. 1:20

For the invisible things of Him, both His eternal power and divine characteristics, have
been clearly seen since the creation of the world, being perceived by the things made, so
that they would be without excuse;
Eph. 3:18
May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length and
height and depth are
Hymns #496 EXPERIENCE OF CHRIST-AS THE REALITY
1) Christ is the one reality of all,
No man without Him ever findeth God,
2) All types and figures of the ancient time,
Only are shadows of the Christ of God,
3) All things are vanity of vanities,
Though everything we may enjoy and own,
4) Christ is our real God, our real Lord,
Christ is our real food, our real drink,
5) Christ also is the one reality
And all our scriptural knowledge without Him
6) Christ, the reality of time and space,
Christ is the one reality of all

A.

Because the universe with the billions of things and persons in it was created for the purpose
of describing Christ, He, in revealing Himself to His disciples, could easily find in any
environment something or someone to serve as an illustration of Himself—Col. 1:15-17;
John 1:51; 10:9-11; 12:24; Matt. 12:41-42.
Col. 1:15
Col. 1:16

Col. 1:17
John 1:51
John 10:9
John 10:10
John 10:11
John 12:24
Matt. 12:41

Matt. 12:42

B.

Of Godhead and of man and all things else;
Without Him man and everything is false.
All things we ever need, both great and small,
Showing that He must be our all in all.
Christ, the reality all things to fill;
If we’re devoid of Christ we’re empty still.
Christ is our real life, our real light;
Our real clothing, and our real might.
Of all our doctrine and theology;
Is just in letter and is vanity.
Christ, the reality of every stage;
Thru all eternity from age to age.

Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
Because in Him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, the visible
and the invisible, whether thrones or lordships or rulers or authorities; all things
have been created through Him and unto Him.
And He is before all things, and all things cohere in Him;
And He said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, You shall see heaven opened and the
angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.
I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved and shall go in and go
out and shall find pasture.
The thief does not come except to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they
may have life and may have it abundantly.
I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
Ninevite men will stand up in the judgment with this generation and will condemn
it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something more
than Jonah is here.
The queen of the south will rise up in the judgment with this generation and will
condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon, and behold, something more than Solomon is here.

The Old Testament uses six major categories of things as types to describe Christ—human
beings, animals, plants, minerals, offerings, and foods:
1. Human beings typify Christ, such as Adam (Rom. 5:14), Melchizedek (Heb. 7:1), Isaac
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(Matt. 1:1), Jonah (12:41), and Solomon (v. 42).
Rom. 5:14

Heb. 7:1
Matt. 1:1
Matt. 12:41

Matt. 12:42

But death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned
after the likeness of Adam's transgression, who is a type of Him who was to
come.
For this Melchizedec, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met
Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him,
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham:
Ninevite men will stand up in the judgment with this generation and will
condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold,
something more than Jonah is here.
The queen of the south will rise up in the judgment with this generation and will
condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon, and behold, something more than Solomon is here.

2. Animals typify Christ, such as a lamb (John 1:29), a lion, an ox, an eagle (Ezek. 1:10), and
a gazelle (S. S. 2:9).
John 1:29
Ezek. 1:10

S.S. 2:9

The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!
As for the likeness of their faces, they had the face of a man; and the four of them
had the face of a lion on the right side, and the four of them had the face of an ox
on the left side, and the four of them had the face of an eagle.
My beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart. / Now he stands behind our wall; /
He is looking through the windows, / He is glancing through the lattice.

3. Plants typify Christ (who is the tree of life—Gen. 2:9), such as the vine tree (John 15:1),
the apple tree (S. S. 2:3), the fig tree, the pomegranate tree, and the olive tree (Deut. 8:8);
the different parts of a tree are also types of Christ, such as the root, the stump, the sprout,
the shoot, the branch, and the fruit (Isa. 11:1, 10; 4:2; Luke 1:42; Rev. 5:5).
Gen. 2:9

John 15:1
S.S. 2:3
Deut. 8:8
Isa. 11:1
Isa. 11:10
Isa. 4:2
Luke 1:42
Rev. 5:5

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to
the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman.
As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, / So is my beloved among the
sons: In his shade I delighted and sat down, / And his fruit was sweet to my taste.
A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of
olive trees with oil and of honey;
Then a sprout will come forth from the stump of Jesse, / And a branch from his
roots will bear fruit.
And in that day the root of Jesse, / Who stands as a banner to the peoples - / Him
will the nations seek, / And His resting place will be the glory.
In that day the Shoot of Jehovah will be beauty and glory, and the Fruit of the
earth, excellence and splendor, to those of Israel who have escaped.
And she lifted up her voice with a loud cry and said, Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!
And one of the elders said to me, Do not weep; behold, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so that He may open the scroll and its
seven seals.

4. Minerals typify Christ, such as gold, silver, copper, and iron (Deut. 8:9, 13), and different
kinds of stone: the living stone (1 Pet. 2:4), the rock (1 Cor. 10:4), the cornerstone (Matt.
21:42), the topstone (Zech. 4:7), the foundation stone, and precious stones (1 Cor. 3:1112).
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Deut. 8:9
Deut. 8:13
1 Pet. 2:4
1 Cor. 10:4
Matt. 21:42

Zech. 4:7
1 Cor. 3:11
1 Cor. 3:12

A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in
it; a land whose stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
And your herd and your flock have multiplied, and your silver and your gold
have multiplied, and all that you have has multiplied,
Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and
precious,
And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which
followed them, and the rock was Christ.
Jesus said to them, Have you never read in the Scriptures, "The stone which the
builders rejected, this has become the head of the corner. This was from the Lord,
and it is marvelous in our eyes"?
Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain, and
he will bring forth the topstone with shouts of Grace, grace to it.
For another foundation no one is able to lay besides that which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ.
But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
grass, stubble,

5. Offerings typify Christ, such as the sin offering, trespass offering, burnt offering, meal
offering, peace offering, wave offering, heave offering, and drink offering—Lev. 1—7;
Exo. 29:26-28; Num. 28:7-10; cf. John 4:24.
Lev. 1—7
Exo. 29:26

(omitted)
And you shall take the breast of the ram of Arron’s consecration and wave it as a
wave offering before Jehovah; and it shall be your portion.
Exo. 29:27 And you shall sanctify the breast of the wave offering and the thigh of the heave
offering which was waved and which was heaved up from the ram of
consecration, from that which is for Aaron and from that which is for his sons.
Exo. 29:28 And it shall become a perpetual statute for Aaron and his sons to be observed by
the children of Israel, for it is a heave offering; and it shall be a heave offering
from the children of Israel from the sacrifices of their peace offerings, their heave
offering to Jehovah.
Num. 28:7 And its drink offering shall be the fourth of a hin for the one lamb; in the
sanctuary you shall pour out a drink offering of strong drink to Jehovah.
Num. 28:8 And the other lamb you shall offer at twilight; you shall offer it with the meal
offering and its drink offering as in the morning, an offering by fire, a satisfying
fragrance to Jehovah.
Num. 28:9 And on the Sabbath day two male lambs a year old without blemish, and twotenths of an ephah of fine flour for a meal offering, mingled with oil, and its
drink offering Num. 28:10 This is the burnt offering of every Sabbath, besides the continual burnt offering
and its drink offering.
John 4:24
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truthfulness.

6. Foods typify Christ, such as bread, wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, milk,
and honey—6:35; Deut. 8:8-9; 26:9.
John 6:35
Deut. 8:8
Deut. 8:9

Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall by no means
hunger, and he who believes into Me shall by no means ever thirst.
A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of
olive trees with oil and of honey;
A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in
it; a land whose stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
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Deut. 26:9

C.

In the New Testament, Christ is the Spirit of reality who makes the untraceable riches of all
that He is real to us, guiding us into Himself as the divine reality—John 14:6a; 1 John 5:6;
John 14:17; 16:13.
John 14:6a
1 John 5:6

John 14:17

John 16:13

D.

And He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, a land flowing
with milk and honey.

Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life;…
This is He who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ; not in the water only,
but in the water and in the blood; and the Spirit is He who testifies, because the
Spirit is the reality.
Even the Spirit of reality, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not
behold Him or know Him; but you know Him, because He abides with you and
shall be in you.
But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide you into all the reality; for
He will not speak from Himself, but what He hears He will speak; and He will
declare to you the things that are coming.

The elements of the reality of all the types are in the Spirit, and the Spirit transfuses and
dispenses all these riches into us through the Lord’s words—Phil. 1:19; John 6:63; Col. 3:16;
Eph. 6:17-18; Rev. 2:7.
Phil. 1:19
John 6:63
Col. 3:16

Eph. 6:17
Eph. 6:18
Rev. 2:7

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have
spoken to you are spirit and are life.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing
one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to God.
And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the
word of God,
By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching
unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints,
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of
God.

III. The very Christ who is the reality of all positive things is the One who is the
Head of the Body; thus, to hold the Head is simply to enjoy Christ as the reality
of all positive things—Col. 2:19:
Col. 2:19

A.

And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit
together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.

Since the Christ we enjoy as our everything is the Head of the Body, the more we enjoy Him,
the more we become Body-conscious:
1. This indicates that the enjoyment of Christ is not an individualistic matter but a Body
matter—cf. Eph. 3:8; 4:15-16.
Eph. 3:8
Eph. 4:15
Eph. 4:16

To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel
But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the
Head, Christ,
Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together
through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of
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each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in
love.

2. The more we enjoy Christ, the more we love the other members of the Body—Col. 1:4, 8.
Col. 1:4
Col. 1:8

B.

Because Christ’s headship is in resurrection (v. 18), the enjoyment of Christ spontaneously
brings us into resurrection and saves us from our natural being.
Col 1:18

C.

And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from
the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

The enjoyment of Christ brings us into the heavenlies in ascension; we can be experientially
in the heavens only by enjoying Christ, the Head, as the life-giving Spirit in our spirit—3:12; 2 Cor. 3:17; 2 Tim. 4:22; Rom. 8:10, 34.
Col. 3:1
Col. 3:2
2 Cor. 3:17
2 Tim. 4:22
Rom. 8:10
Rom. 8:34

D.

Because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have
unto all the saints
Who also has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
Set your mind on the things which are above, not on the things which are on the
earth.
And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life
because of righteousness.
Who is he who condemns? It is Christ Jesus who died and, rather, who was raised,
who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

As we enjoy Christ and hold Him as the Head, we absorb the riches of the all-inclusive,
extensive Christ; these riches become in us the increase of God by which the Body grows for
its building up—Col. 2:19, 6-7; Eph. 4:16.
Col. 2:19
Col. 2:6
Col. 2:7
Eph. 4:16

And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and
knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.
As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being established in the faith
even as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through
every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one
part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.
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