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Message Six 
Christ as Typified by the Bronze Serpent 

EM Hymns: 1089, 493 
Scripture Reading: Num. 21:4-9; John 3:14, 29-30; Rom. 8:3; 2 Cor. 5:21 

Num 21:4 Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; 
and the people became impatient on the way. 

Num 21:5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses, Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness? For there is no food and there is no water; and our soul loathes this light bread. 

Num 21:6 Then Jehovah sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people 
of Israel died. 

Num 21:7 And the people came to Moses and said, We have sinned, because we have spoken against 
Jehovah and against you; pray to Jehovah, that He may take away the serpents from us. So Moses 
prayed for the people. 

Num 21:8 Then Jehovah said to Moses, Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is 
bitten, when he sees it, shall live. 

Num 21:9 And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the pole; and if a serpent had bitten any man, 
when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 

John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears 

him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This joy of mine therefore is made full. 
John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 
Rom 8:3 For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending His own 

Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh, 
2 Cor 5:21 Him who did not know sin He made sin on our behalf that we might become the righteousness of 

God in Him. 
 

I. When the children of Israel sinned against God, they were bitten by serpents 
(Num. 21:4-9); God told Moses to lift up a bronze serpent on a pole on their 
behalf for God’s judgment so that by looking upon that serpent all might live: 
Num 21:4 Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom; and the people became impatient on the way. 
Num 21:5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses, Why have you brought us up out of 

Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and there is no water; and our soul 
loathes this light bread. 

Num 21:6 Then Jehovah sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many 
people of Israel died. 

Num 21:7 And the people came to Moses and said, We have sinned, because we have spoken against 
Jehovah and against you; pray to Jehovah, that He may take away the serpents from us. So 
Moses prayed for the people. 

Num 21:8 Then Jehovah said to Moses, Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is 
bitten, when he sees it, shall live. 

Num 21:9 And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the pole; and if a serpent had bitten any 
man, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 

A. The bronze serpent typifies Christ (John 3:14), and the pole typifies the cross (1 Pet. 2:24); in 
typology, bronze signifies judgment; the bronze serpent had the form of a serpent but not the 
poisonous nature of a serpent. 
John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
1 Pet 2:24 Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having died to 

sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed. 
B. In the same way, Christ was lifted up on the cross (John 8:28) in the likeness of the flesh of 

sin (Rom. 8:3), without participating in any way in the poisonous sin of the flesh (2 Cor. 
5:21; Heb. 4:15). 
John 8:28 Jesus therefore said to them, When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I 

am, and that I do nothing from Myself, but as My Father has taught Me, I speak these 
things. 
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Rom 8:3 For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending 
His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin, condemned sin in 
the flesh, 

2 Cor 5:21 Him who did not know sin He made sin on our behalf that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 

Heb 4:15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all respects like us, yet without sin. 

C. In Genesis 3 Satan, the serpent, injected his nature into man’s flesh; as descendants of Adam, 
we all have been “bitten” by the old serpent, the devil; therefore, in the sight of God, the 
entire fallen human race consists of serpentine beings with the poison of the old serpent in 
their fallen nature: 
Gen 3 be omitted. 
1. In John 8:44 the Lord Jesus revealed that the devil is the father of sinners; thus, in our 

fallen nature we are children of the old serpent, the devil—1 John 3:10. 
John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He 

was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks it out of his own 
possessions; for he is a liar and the father of it. 

1 John 3:10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest. Everyone 
who does not practice righteousness is not of God, neither he who does not love 
his brother. 

2. In Matthew 12:34 the Lord Jesus called the Pharisees the “offspring of vipers”; in 23:33 
He called them “Serpents! Brood of vipers!” 
Matt 12:34 Offspring of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 
Matt 23:33 Serpents! Brood of vipers! How shall you escape the judgment of Gehenna? 

3. The devil is the ancient serpent (Rev. 12:9; 20:2), and sinners are serpents, the offspring 
of vipers; in our fallen nature we are not merely sinful—we are serpentine. 
Rev 12:9 And the great dragon was cast down, the ancient serpent, he who is called the 

Devil and Satan, he who deceives the whole inhabited earth; he was cast to the 
earth, and his angels were cast down with him. 

Rev 20:2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, 
and bound him for a thousand years 

4. Romans 7 says that Satan as personified sin is in our flesh; sin can deceive and kill 
people (v. 11), and it can dwell in people and cause them to do things against their will 
(vv. 17, 20); it is quite alive (v. 9) and exceedingly active, so it must be the evil nature 
of Satan, the evil one, dwelling, acting, and working in fallen mankind. 
Rom 7 be omitted. 
Rom 7:11 For sin, seizing the opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and 

through it killed me. 
Rom 7:17 Now then it is no longer I that work it out, but sin that dwells in me. 
Rom 7:20 But if what I do not will, this I do, it is no longer I that work it out but sin that 

dwells in me. 
Rom 7:9 And I was alive without the law once; but when the commandment came, sin 

revived and I died. 
D. The Lord as the Son of Man was lifted up in the form of the serpent on the cross to bear the 

judgment for the serpent-poisoned people; He was lifted up on the cross for the casting out of 
the old serpent, Satan, the ruler of the world—John 12:31-34. 
John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the ruler of this world be cast out. 
John 12:32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself. 
John 12:33 But He said this signifying by what kind of death He was about to die. 
John 12:34 The crowd therefore answered Him, We have heard out of the law that the Christ 

abides forever; and how is it that You say, The Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is 
this Son of Man? 

E. Hence, the Lord, as the Son of Man lifted up, can deliver the serpent-poisoned people from 
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sin, the serpent’s poison; also, by His being lifted up, He would destroy Satan and draw all 
men to Himself—Heb. 2:14; John 12:32-33. 
Heb 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also Himself in like 

manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy him who has the 
might of death, that is, the devil, 

John 12:32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself. 
John 12:33 But He said this signifying by what kind of death He was about to die. 

F. Now whoever believes into Christ as the One who was lifted up to be condemned in our 
place has eternal life; we need a “bronze serpent” to be our Substitute to bear God’s 
judgment for us, to redeem us, and to release His saving, divine life into our being—3:14-16; 
12:24. 
John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, 
John 3:15 That everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life. 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone who 

believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life. 
John 12:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it 

abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
G. When we repent and admit that we are serpentine, we are qualified to experience Christ as 

the eternal life and enjoy Him: 
1. The Greek word for repentance means to have a change of mind, issuing in regret, to 

have a turn in purpose; also, man’s repentance is his turning from all things to God 
Himself—Acts 26:20; 14:15b; 1 Thes. 1:9b. 
Acts 26:20 But declared both to those in Damascus first and in Jerusalem and throughout all 

the country of Judea and to the Gentiles that they should repent and turn to God, 
doing works worthy of repentance. 

Acts 14:15b … We also are men of like feeling as you, and announce the gospel to you that 
you should turn from these vain things to the living God, who made heaven and 
earth and the sea and all things in them; 

1 Thes 1:9b … how you turned to God from the idols to serve a living and true God 
2. In our experience, this is not a once-for-all matter but a daily experience; John the 

Baptist preached repentance (Matt. 3:2; Mark 1:4), and in the seven epistles to the 
seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3, the Lord Jesus tells us again and again to repent 
(2:5, 16, 21-22; 3:3, 19). 
Matt 3:2 And saying, Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near. 
Mark 1:4 John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance 

for forgiveness of sins. 
Rev 2, 3 be omitted. 
Rev 2:5 Remember therefore where you have fallen from and repent and do the first 

works; but if not, I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its 
place, unless you repent. 

Rev 2:16 Repent therefore; but if not, I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war with 
them with the sword of My mouth. 

Rev 2:21 And I gave her time that she might repent, and she is not willing to repent of her 
fornication. 

Rev 2:22 Behold, I cast her into a bed, and those who commit adultery with her, into great 
tribulation, unless they repent of her works; 

Rev 3:3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard, and keep it and repent. 
If therefore you will not watch, I will come as a thief, and you shall by no means 
know at what hour I will come upon you. 

Rev 3:19 As many as I love I rebuke and discipline; be zealous therefore and repent. 
H. It is a great blessing for us to know that, as the fulfillment of the type of the bronze serpent, 

Christ came in the likeness of the flesh of sin to die on the cross as our Replacement and 
Substitute in order for us to be regenerated and have eternal life. 
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II. John 3 speaks of the serpent and the bride—vv. 14, 29-30: 
John 3 be omitted. 
John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and 

hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This joy of mine therefore is 
made full. 

John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 
A. John 3:16 is the issue of verses 14 and 15; that is, the receiving of the divine, eternal life is 

the issue of the uplifting of Christ on the cross as the bronze serpent, the real sin offering: 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone who 

believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life. 
John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
John 3:15 That everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life. 
1. The Lord Jesus was lifted up as our Substitute to bear God’s judgment for us so that we 

may look at Him (believe into Him) and have eternal life. 
2. Because in Adam we were bitten by the old serpent, we were dead (Eph. 2:1, 5), but 

now through Christ as the bronze serpent lifted up on the cross, we may receive eternal 
life, the life of God; this is the real manifestation of God’s love to the world. 
Eph 2:1 And you, though dead in your offenses and sins, 
Eph 2:5 Even when we were dead in offenses, made us alive together with Christ (by 

grace you have been saved) 
B. For the serpent to “bite” us means that he imparts the poison of his nature into us to make us 

his increase; through the fall the entire human race has become the increase of Satan. 
C. John 3 reveals that regeneration is not only to bring the divine life into the believers but also 

to make them the corporate bride for Christ’s increase; as Adam was increased in Eve, so 
Christ is increased in His bride—vv. 29-30; Gen. 2:21-22. 
John 3 be omitted. 
John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 

and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This joy of mine 
therefore is made full. 

John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 
Gen 2:21 And Jehovah God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; and He took 

one of his ribs and closed up the flesh in its place. 
Gen 2:22 And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a woman and 

brought her to the man. 
D. By Christ being lifted up on the cross as the bronze serpent, Satan’s increase has become 

Christ’s increase, His bride; we who were once the increase of Satan have become the 
increase of Christ. 

E. All regenerated persons are components of the bride, who will be married to the Lord Jesus 
as the Bridegroom; regeneration means that our serpentine being is annulled and that we 
receive the divine life in order to become a new being so that we may be a part of the bride; 
by this we can see that regeneration is for producing the bride of Christ—John 3:29-30. 
John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 

and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This joy of mine 
therefore is made full. 

John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 
F. The intention of John 3 is to show that the unlimited Christ must have a universal increase 

and that He is in the process of gaining this increase today; the immeasurable Spirit produces 
a universal increase for the unlimited Christ—vv. 29-36. 
John 3 be omitted. 
John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 

and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This joy of mine 
therefore is made full. 

John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 
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John 3:31 He who comes from above is above all; he who is from the earth is of the earth and 
speaks out of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 

John 3:32 What He has seen and heard, of this He testifies, and no one receives His testimony. 
John 3:33 He who receives His testimony has sealed that God is true. 
John 3:34 For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for He gives the Spirit not by 

measure. 
John 3:35 The Father loves the Son and has given all into His hand. 
John 3:36 He who believes into the Son has eternal life; but he who disobeys the Son shall not 

see life, but the wrath of God abides upon him. 
G. We may say that, considered as a whole, the Bible unveils the matter of the serpent and the 

bride: 
1. God used Adam’s rib to bring forth Eve, the increase of Adam, but in Genesis 3:1-6 the 

serpent visited the bride and succeeded in capturing her; however, God is greater, 
higher, and wiser than the serpent. 
Gen 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other animal of the field that Jehovah 

God had made. And he said to the woman, Did God really say, You shall not eat 
of any tree of the garden? 

Gen 3:2 And the woman said to the serpent, Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may 
eat; 

Gen 3:3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, You 
shall not eat of it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die. 

Gen 3:4 And the serpent said to the woman, You shall not surely die! 
Gen 3:5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 

become like God, knowing good and evil. 
Gen 3:6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a 

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make oneself wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband with her, and he 
ate. 

2. In His judgment upon the serpent, God indicated that the woman would bring forth a 
seed (Christ) to bruise the serpent’s head (v. 15); furthermore, the seed of the woman 
would also become righteousness to the very ones who were poisoned by the serpent (v. 
21). 
Gen 3:15 And I will put enmity / Between you and the woman / And between your seed and 

her seed; / He will bruise you on the head, / But you will bruise him on the heel. 
Gen 3:21 And Jehovah God made coats of skins for Adam and for his wife and clothed 

them. 
3. Paul was concerned that the serpent who had come to bite Eve would come to bite the 

believers at Corinth; once again, this is the story of the serpent and the bride—2 Cor. 
11:2-3; cf. Rev. 12:9; 1 Thes. 3:5; 1 Tim. 2:14; 4:1; 2 Pet. 3:17. 
2 Cor 11:2 For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I betrothed you to one 

husband to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 
2 Cor 11:3 But I fear lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your 

thoughts would be corrupted from the simplicity and the purity toward Christ. 
Rev 12:9 And the great dragon was cast down, the ancient serpent, he who is called the 

Devil and Satan, he who deceives the whole inhabited earth; he was cast to the 
earth, and his angels were cast down with him. 

1 Thes 3:5 Because of this, when I also could bear it no longer, I sent to find out concerning 
your faith, lest perhaps the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain. 

1 Tim 2:14 And Adam was not deceived; but the woman, having been quite deceived, has 
fallen into transgression. 

1 Tim 4:1 But the Spirit says expressly that in later times some will depart from the faith, 
giving heed to deceiving spirits and teachings of demons 

2 Pet 3:17 You therefore, beloved, since you know these things beforehand, be on your 
guard lest being carried away by the error of the lawless, you fall from your own 
steadfastness. 

4. The book of Revelation provides the final word on the serpent and the bride: 
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a. Chapter 19 reveals that the bride is ready for the wedding of the Lamb—v. 7. 
Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage 

of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. 
b. Immediately after the wedding, this universal couple will fight against Satan and his 

followers, the beast and the false prophet; then Satan will be bound and cast into the 
abyss, where he will be imprisoned for a thousand years—vv. 11-16, 19-21; 20:1-3. 
Rev 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sits on 

it called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 
Rev 19:12 And His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems, and 

He has a name written which no one knows but Himself. 
Rev 19:13 And He is clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and His name is called 

the Word of God. 
Rev 19:14 And the armies which are in heaven followed Him on white horses, 

dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 
Rev 19:15 And out of His mouth proceeds a sharp sword, that with it He might smite 

the nations; and He will shepherd them with an iron rod; and He treads the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 

Rev 19:16 And He has on His garment and on His thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

Rev 19:19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered 
together to make war with Him who sits on the horse and with His army. 

Rev 19:20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who in his 
presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who received 
the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image. These two 
were cast alive into the lake of fire, which burns with brimstone. 

Rev 19:21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeds out of the mouth of 
Him who sits on the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh. 

Rev 20:1 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key of the 
abyss and a great chain in his hand. 

Rev 20:2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the ancient serpent, who is the Devil and 
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years 

Rev 20:3 And cast him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, that he 
might not deceive the nations any longer until the thousand years were 
completed; after these things he must be loosed for a little while. 

c. Following that, Satan will rebel once more and will ultimately be cast into the 
lake of fire—vv. 7-10. 
Rev 20:7 And when the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from 

his prison 
Rev 20:8 And will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the 

earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war. Their number 
is like that of the sand of the sea. 

Rev 20:9 And they went up upon the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp 
of the saints and the beloved city; and fire came down out of heaven and 
devoured them. 

Rev 20:10 And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where also the beast and the false prophet were; and they will 
be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

d. Then the universe will be thoroughly cleared up, and there will be a new heaven 
and a new earth; for eternity there will be a universal couple: Christ as the 
Husband and the church as the bride—21:1-2, 9-10. 
Rev 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth passed away, and the sea is no more. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 

last plagues came and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you 
the bride, the wife of the Lamb. 
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Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and 
showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

 

III. The serpentine people are becoming the universal increase of the unlimited 
Christ by the immeasurable Spirit with the eternal life: 
A. In our experience we need to realize that we can be contending serpents who are apart from 

Christ as the life-giving Spirit; in the church life we can either be contending serpents or life-
giving-Spirit drinkers—John 3:14; 7:37-39. 
John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If 

anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 
John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow 

rivers of living water. 
John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about 

to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
B. John 3:30 refers to the increase of Christ, which is the bride of Christ in verse 29: 

John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 
John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 

and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This joy of mine 
therefore is made full. 

1. According to our natural birth, all of us automatically live by our serpentine being; this 
is to live according to the principle of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

2. Our natural life and living are not part of the increase of Christ; only the regenerated 
part of our being, our regenerated spirit, is Christ’s increase—v. 6. 
John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

3. In a real and practical way, Christ should be our life and our person; we live Him and 
are one spirit with Him; we abide in Him, and He abides in us; therefore, He and we 
have one life and one living (Gal. 2:20; 4:19; John 15:5)—this is the serpentine people 
becoming the bride of Christ. 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in 

me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Gal 4:19 My children, with whom I travail again in birth until Christ is formed in you, 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears 

much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
4. When we have this kind of living, then in reality we are serpentine beings in the process 

of transformation into the bride of Christ, the increase of Christ; the ultimate 
consummation of this bride will be the New Jerusalem as the tabernacle of God and the 
wife of the Lamb—Rev. 21:3, 9-10. 
Rev 21:3 And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 

is with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and 
God Himself will be with them and be their God. 

Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 
plagues came and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, 
the wife of the Lamb. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me 
the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

5. May the Lord have mercy on us that we may learn to live by our regenerated being—
Rom. 8:4; Phil. 4:11-13. 
Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk 

according to the flesh but according to the spirit. 
Phil 4:11 Not that I speak according to lack, for I have learned, in whatever circumstances 

I am, to be content. 
Phil 4:12 I know also how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in everything and in 
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all things I have learned the secret both to be filled and to hunger, both to 
abound and to lack. 

Phil 4:13 I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me. 
C. In John 3 we can see at least nine aspects of the unlimited Christ: 

John 3 be omitted. 
1. The unlimited Christ is from above, that is, from the heavens—v. 31. 

John 3:31 He who comes from above is above all; he who is from the earth is of the earth 
and speaks out of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 

2. The unlimited Christ is above all (v. 31); because Christ is all-inclusive, unlimited, and 
universal, while He was on earth, He was still in the heavens (v. 13). 
John 3:31 He who comes from above is above all; he who is from the earth is of the earth 

and speaks out of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 
John 3:13 And no one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended out of heaven, 

the Son of Man, who is in heaven. 
3. The unlimited Christ is loved by the Father; only in Christ can we enjoy the love of 

God the Father—v. 35. 
John 3:35 The Father loves the Son and has given all into His hand. 

4. The unlimited Christ has been given all things; the Father has given all things, 
including us, into the Son’s hand—v. 35; 1 Cor. 3:21-23. 
John 3:35 The Father loves the Son and has given all into His hand. 
1 Cor 3:21 So then let no one boast in men, for all things are yours, 
1 Cor 3:22 Whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present 

or things to come; all are yours, 
1 Cor 3:23 But you are Christ's, and Christ is God's. 

5. The unlimited Christ was sent by God—John 3:34; 6:46. 
John 3:34 For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for He gives the Spirit not 

by measure. 
John 6:46 Not that anyone has seen the Father, except Him who is from God, He has seen 

the Father. 
6. The unlimited Christ speaks the words of God—3:34; 6:63. 

John 3:34 For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for He gives the Spirit not 
by measure. 

John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have 
spoken to you are spirit and are life. 

7. The unlimited Christ gives the Spirit not by measure—3:34. 
John 3:34 For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for He gives the Spirit not 

by measure. 
8. The unlimited Christ gives eternal life to His believers—vv. 15-16, 36; 6:63. 

John 3:15 That everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life. 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone 

who believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life. 
John 3:36 He who believes into the Son has eternal life; but he who disobeys the Son shall 

not see life, but the wrath of God abides upon him. 
John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have 

spoken to you are spirit and are life. 
9. The unlimited Christ has the bride as His universal increase—3:29-30. 

John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This 
joy of mine therefore is made full. 

John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 
D. The immeasurable Spirit is the all-inclusive compound Spirit typified by the compound 

ointment—Exo. 30:23-25; Phil. 1:19: 
Exo 30:23 You also take the finest spices: of flowing myrrh five hundred shekels, and of fragrant 

cinnamon half as much, two hundred fifty shekels, and of fragrant calamus two 
hundred fifty shekels, 
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Exo 30:24 And of cassia five hundred shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, and a hin 
of olive oil. 

Exo 30:25 And you shall make it a holy anointing oil, a fragrant ointment compounded according 
to the work of a compounder; it shall be a holy anointing oil. 

Phil 1:19 For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the 
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

1. The immeasurable Spirit is the life-giving Spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:6. 
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 
2 Cor 3:6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, ministers not of 

the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
2. The immeasurable Spirit is also the pneumatic Christ; the term pneumatic Christ refers 

to Christ as the Spirit—vv. 6, 17-18; Rom. 8:9-11. 
2 Cor 3:6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, ministers not of 

the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
2 Cor 3:17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
2 Cor 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of 

the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as 
from the Lord Spirit. 

Rom 8:9 But you are not in the flesh, but in the spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Yet if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not of Him. 

Rom 8:10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life 
because of righteousness. 

Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit who indwells you. 

E. The eternal life is mentioned three times in John 3—vv. 15-16, 36: 
John 3 be omitted. 
John 3:15 That everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life. 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone who 

believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life. 
John 3:36 He who believes into the Son has eternal life; but he who disobeys the Son shall not 

see life, but the wrath of God abides upon him. 
1. Eternal life is the divine life, the life of the eternal God; this life is eternal in time, 

space, essence, function, and power. 
2. Eternal life is the essence of the Triune God becoming the element of the church, the 

bride; and the bride is the universal increase of Christ for the corporate expression of 
the Triune God. 
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