Message Six
Being Found in Christ,
Knowing Christ, and Pursuing Christ
Hymns:
Scripture Reading: Phil. 3:9-14
Phil 3:9

And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but that which is
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based on faith,
To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death,
If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I may lay hold of that
for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus.
Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting the things
which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before,
I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward.

Phil 3:10
Phil 3:11
Phil 3:12
Phil 3:13
Phil 3:14

I.

Paul’s desire was to be found in Christ, not having his own righteousness but
“that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God
and based on faith”—Phil. 3:9:
Phil 3:9

A.

And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but that
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based on faith,

Deep within Paul was the aspiration to have his whole being immersed in and saturated with
Christ so that all who observed him might find him fully in Christ; we also should have the
earnest desire to be found in Christ—v. 9a.
Phil 3:9a

B.

And be found in Him, …

Paul wanted to be found in Christ in the condition of not having his own righteousness but
the righteousness of God, taking Christ as his subjective, lived-out righteousness—v. 9:
Phil 3:9

And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based
on faith,

1. There are two aspects of Christ being righteousness to the believers:
a. The first aspect is Christ being the believers’ righteousness for them to be justified by
God objectively—Rom. 3:24-26; Acts 13:39; Gal. 3:24b.
Rom 3:24
Rom 3:25

Rom 3:26
Acts 13:39

Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ
Jesus;
Whom God set forth as a propitiation place through faith in His blood, for the
demonstrating of His righteousness, in that in His forbearance God passed over
the sins that had previously occurred,
With a view to the demonstrating of His righteousness in the present time, so that
He might be righteous and the One who justifies him who is of the faith of Jesus.
And from all the things from which you were not able to be justified by the law of
Moses, in this One everyone who believes is justified.
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Gal 3:24b

…unto Christ that we might be justified out of faith.

b. The second aspect is Christ being the believers’ righteousness lived out of them as the
manifestation of God, who is the righteousness in Christ given to the believers for them
to be justified subjectively—Rom. 4:25; 1 Pet. 2:24a; James 2:24; Matt. 5:20; Rev. 19:8.
Rom 4:25
1 Pet 2:24a
James 2:24
Matt 5:20
Rev 19:8

Who was delivered for our offenses and was raised for our justification.
Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having
died to sins, might live to righteousness; …
You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith only.
For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you shall by no means enter into the kingdom of the heavens.
And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean;
for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

2. The subjective righteousness of God in Philippians 3:9 is actually God Himself becoming
our daily living, a living that is right with God and man:
Phil 3:9

And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based
on faith,

a. Paul did not want to live in his own righteousness, the righteousness that comes from
man’s own effort to keep the law—vv. 6, 9.
Phil 3:6

As to zeal, persecuting the church; as to the righteousness which is in the law,
become blameless.
And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law,
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God
and based on faith,

Phil 3:9

b. Paul desired to live in the righteousness of God and to be found in the condition of
expressing God by living Christ; if we would be found in Christ, we must be in such a
condition—1:20-21a.
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a

C.

According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to
shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my
body, whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ …

Faith is the basis, the condition, on which we receive and possess the righteousness that is out
of God, which is Christ—3:9; 1 Cor. 1:30.
Phil 3:9

1 Cor 1:30

And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based
on faith,
But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: both
righteousness and sanctification and redemption,

II. Paul lived in a condition of having not his own righteousness but the
righteousness that is out of God in order to know (experience) Christ and the
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, to be conformed
to His death, and to attain to the out-resurrection—Phil. 3:10-11:
Phil 3:10
Phil 3:11

To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death,
If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead.
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A.

To have the excellency of the knowledge of Christ (v. 8) is by revelation, but to know Christ
(v. 10) is by experience—to have an experiential knowledge of Him:
Phil 3:8

Phil 3:10

But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all
things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ
To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death,

1. To experience Christ is to know and enjoy Christ in an experiential way— 2:17-18; 4:4,
10.
Phil 2:17
Phil 2:18
Phil 4:4
Phil 4:10

But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service
of your faith, I rejoice, and I rejoice together with you all.
And in like manner you also rejoice, and you rejoice together with me.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.
But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly because now at length you have caused your
thinking for me to blossom anew; for which matter you had indeed taken thought,
but lacked opportunity.

2. To know Christ is not merely to have the knowledge of Him but to gain His person—2
Cor. 2:10.
2 Cor 2:10

But whom you forgive anything, I also forgive; for also what I have forgiven, if I
have forgiven anything, it is for your sake in the person of Christ;

3. To gain Christ is to experience, enjoy, and take possession of all His unsearchable riches
by paying a price—Phil. 3:8; Eph. 3:8.
Phil 3:8

Eph 3:8

But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of
all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ
To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel

4. We need to know Christ by experiencing Him, enjoying Him, being one with Him, and
having Him live within us; in this way we know Him by both revelation and experience—
Phil. 3:10; 1 Cor. 6:17; Gal. 2:20.
Phil 3:10
1 Cor 6:17
Gal 2:20

B.

To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death,
But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.
I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

Paul aspired to know the power of Christ’s resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings—Phil. 3:10:
Phil 3:10

To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death,

1. The power of Christ’s resurrection is His resurrection life, which raised Him from the
dead—Eph. 1:19-20:
Eph 1:19
Eph 1:20

And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, according
to the operation of the might of His strength,
Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating Him
at His right hand in the heavenlies,
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a. The Spirit is the reality of Christ’s resurrection and its power—Rom. 8:9-11; 1 Cor.
15:45b; 1 John 5:6.
Rom 8:9

But you are not in the flesh, but in the spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Yet if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not of Him.
Rom 8:10
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life
because of righteousness.
Rom 8:11
And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through
His Spirit who indwells you.
1 Cor 15:45b …the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.
1 John 5:6
This is He who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ; not in the water only,
but in the water and in the blood; and the Spirit is He who testifies, because the
Spirit is the reality.

b. The Spirit compounded with Christ’s resurrection and its power indwells our spirit to
dispense Christ’s resurrection and its power into our entire being—Phil. 1:19; Exo.
30:23-25; Rom. 8:6b, 10-11.
Phil 1:19
Exo 30:23

Exo 30:24
Exo 30:25
Rom 8:6b
Rom 8:10
Rom 8:11

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
You also take the finest spices: of flowing myrrh five hundred shekels, and of
fragrant cinnamon half as much, two hundred fifty shekels, and of fragrant
calamus two hundred fifty shekels,
And of cassia five hundred shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, and
a hin of olive oil.
And you shall make it a holy anointing oil, a fragrant ointment compounded
according to the work of a compounder; it shall be a holy anointing oil.
…but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life
because of righteousness.
And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through
His Spirit who indwells you.

c. If we put ourselves aside and remain under the death of the cross, we will experience the
power of Christ’s resurrection, and spontaneously, the power of resurrection experienced
by us will build up the Body—Phil. 3:10; Eph. 4:12, 16.
Phil 3:10
Eph 4:12
Eph 4:16

To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death,
For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the building up
of the Body of Christ,
Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together
through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of
each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.

2. The expression the fellowship of His sufferings in Philippians 3:10 refers to the
participation in Christ’s sufferings, a necessary condition for the experience of the power
of His resurrection—Matt. 20:22-23; Col. 1:24:
Matt 20:22
Matt 20:23

But Jesus answered and said to them, You do not know what you are asking. Are you
able to drink the cup which I am about to drink? They said to Him, We are able.
He said to them, My cup you shall indeed drink, but to sit on My right and on My
left, this is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by My
Father.
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Col 1:24

I now rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf and fill up on my part that which is
lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body, which is the church;

a. We first experience the power of Christ’s resurrection, and then by this power we are
enabled to participate in His sufferings—Phil. 3:10.
Phil 3:10

To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death,

b. These sufferings are mainly for Christ’s Body, the church—Col. 1:24.
Col 1:24

C.

I now rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf and fill up on my part that which is
lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body, which is the church;

Philippians 3:10 also speaks of “being conformed to His death”; this indicates that Paul
desired to take Christ’s death as the mold of his life:
Phil 3:10

To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death,

1. Being conformed to Christ’s death is the base of the experience of Christ— 1:20-21a; 3:910.
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a
Phil 3:9

Phil 3:10

According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ …
And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based
on faith,
To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death,

2. The mold of Christ’s death refers to Christ’s continually putting to death His natural life so
that He might live by the life of God—John 6:57a.
John 6:57a

As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father,…

3. By being conformed to Christ’s death, we experience Christ in His death for the release,
impartation, and multiplication of life, and we also glorify the Father—12:24-26, 28;
13:31; 2 Cor. 4:12.
John 12:24
John 12:25
John 12:26
John 12:28
John 13:31
2 Cor 4:12

D.

Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
He who loves his soul-life loses it; and he who hates his soul-life in this world shall
keep it unto eternal life.
If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there also My servant will
be. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.
Father, glorify Your name. Then a voice came out of heaven: I have both glorified it
and will glorify it again.
Then when he went out, Jesus said, Now has the Son of Man been glorified, and God
has been glorified in Him.
So then death operates in us, but life in you.

The result of being conformed to Christ’s death is that we attain to the out-resurrection from
the dead, which will be a prize to the overcomers—Phil. 3:11:
Phil 3:11

If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead.

1. To attain to, to arrive at, the out-resurrection means that our entire being is gradually and
continually resurrected—1 Thes. 5:23.
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1 Thes 5:23 And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and soul and
body be preserved complete, without blame, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2. The out-resurrection is a resurrection out of the old creation into the new creation—2 Cor.
5:17; Gal. 6:15.
2 Cor 5:17
Gal 6:15

So then if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away;
behold, they have become new.
For neither is circumcision anything nor uncircumcision, but a new creation is what
matters.

III. Like Paul, we should pursue Christ Himself and “pursue toward the goal for
the prize”—Phil. 3:12, 14:
Phil 3:12
Phil 3:14

A.

Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I may lay hold
of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus.
I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward.

In order to pursue Christ, we should not think that we have attained, and we should forget the
things which are behind and stretch “forward to the things which are before”—vv. 12-13.
Phil 3:12
Phil 3:13

B.

Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I may lay
hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus.
Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting the
things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before,

The goal toward which we are pursuing is the full enjoyment and gaining of Christ, and the
prize is the uttermost enjoyment of Christ in the millennial kingdom as a reward to the
victorious runners of the New Testament race—v. 14; 1 Cor. 9:24; Heb. 10:35; 11:26; 12:1-2.
Phil 3:14
1 Cor 9:24
Heb 10:35
Heb 11:26
Heb 12:1

Heb 12:2

I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me
upward.
Do you not know that those who run on a racecourse all run, but one receives the prize?
Run in this way, that you may lay hold.
Do not cast away therefore your boldness, which has great reward.
Considering the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he
looked away to the reward.
Therefore let us also, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, put away
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us and run with endurance the
race which is set before us,
Looking away unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down on the right hand
of the throne of God.
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