Message One
God’s Eternal Purpose and the One New Man
Hymns:
Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26-28; Eph. 2:15-16; 4:24; 6:10-13; Col. 3:10
Gen 1:26

Gen 1:27
Gen 1:28

Eph 2:15
Eph 2:16
Eph 4:24
Eph 6:10
Eph 6:11
Eph 6:12
Eph 6:13
Col 3:10

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over
all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.
And God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them.
And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over
every living thing that moves upon the earth.
Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances, that He might create
the two in Himself into one new man, so making peace,
And might reconcile both in one Body to God through the cross, having slain the enmity by
it.
And put on the new man, which was created according to God in righteousness and holiness
of the reality.
Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength.
Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems of the
devil,
For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according to the
image of Him who created him,

Outline
I.

The eternal purpose—the purpose of the ages—is the eternal plan that God
made in eternity past—Eph. 3:11; 1:9, 11; Rom. 8:28:
Eph 3:11
Eph 1:9
Eph 1:11
Rom 8:28

A.

According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord,
Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He
purposed in Himself,
In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated according
to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the counsel of His will,
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who
are called according to His purpose.

The purpose of God in the universe is to produce a group of people who will be exactly the
same as He is; this is the unique subject of the Bible—John 1:12-13; 1 John 3:2:
John 1:12

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to become children of
God, to those who believe into His name,
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John 1:13
1 John 3:2

Who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God.
Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not yet been manifested what we
will be. We know that if He is manifested, we will be like Him because we will see
Him even as He is.

1. In life, nature, image, appearance, radiance, glory, and outward expression, they will be the
same as God—Rev. 4:2-3; 21:10-11, 18.
Rev 4:2
Rev 4:3
Rev 21:10
Rev 21:11
Rev 21:18

Immediately I was in spirit; and behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and
upon the throne there was One sitting;
And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance, and
there was a rainbow around the throne like an emerald in appearance.
And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me
the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper
stone, as clear as crystal.
And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like
clear glass.

2. God’s purpose is accomplished by the divine life dispensed into His chosen and redeemed
people; as God’s life is wrought into His people, a metabolic reaction takes place within
them that causes them to be transformed and become the same as God—John 3:15; 1 John
5:11-12; 2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29.
John 3:15
1 John 5:11
1 John 5:12
2 Cor 3:18

Rom 8:29

B.

That everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life.
And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His
Son.
He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not
have the life.
But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as
from the Lord Spirit.
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

Man is a great word in the Bible—Gen. 1:26; Psa. 8:4-6:
Gen 1:26

Psa 8:4
Psa 8:5
Psa 8:6

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over
the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.
What is mortal man, that You remember him, / And the son of man, that You visit
him?
You have made Him a little lower than angels / And have crowned Him with glory
and honor.
For You have caused Him to rule over the works of Your hands; / You have put all
things under His feet:

1. God’s intention is with man, God’s thought is focused on man, and God’s heart is set upon
man.
2. It is man who fulfills God’s plan, it is man who expresses God, it is man who defeats
God’s enemy, and it is man who brings the kingdom of God into the human race.
3. Man is the means of God’s manifestation, man is the means of God’s move, and man is the
means of God’s administration—Ezek. 1:26, 5, 10.
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Ezek 1:26

Ezek 1:5
Ezek 1:10

C.

And above the expanse that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne,
like the appearance of a sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne was
One in appearance like a man, above it.
And from the midst of it there came the likeness of four living creatures. And this
was their appearance: They had the likeness of a man.
As for the likeness of their faces, they had the face of a man; and the four of them
had the face of a lion on the right side, and the four of them had the face of an ox
on the left side, and the four of them had the face of an eagle.

The eternal purpose of God is to have a corporate man to express Him and represent Him;
this was God’s purpose in creating man—Gen. 1:26-28; 5:1-2; Eph. 3:11; 1:9, 11.
Gen 1:26

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over
the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.
And God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male
and female He created them.
And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.
This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created Adam, He made
him in the likeness of God.
Male and female He created them, and He blessed them and called their name
Adam, on the day when they were created.
According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord,
Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which
He purposed in Himself,
In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated
according to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the counsel
of His will,

Gen 1:27
Gen 1:28

Gen 5:1
Gen 5:2
Eph 3:11
Eph 1:9
Eph 1:11

II. “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness”—Gen. 1:26:
Gen 1:26

A.

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

In the Bible there is a mysterious thought concerning the relationship between God and
man—v. 26; Ezek. 1:26; 1 John 3:2b; Rev. 4:3a; 21:11b:
Gen 1:26

Ezek 1:26

1 John 3:2

Rev 4:3
Rev 21:11

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over
the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.
And above the expanse that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, like
the appearance of a sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne was One in
appearance like a man, above it.
Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not yet been manifested what we
will be. We know that if He is manifested, we will be like Him because we will see
Him even as He is.
And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance, and
there was a rainbow around the throne like an emerald in appearance.
Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper
stone, as clear as crystal.

1. God’s desire is to become the same as man is and to make man the same as He is—1 John
Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2019) - Outline & Scriptures

4

3:2b.
1 John 3:2

Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not yet been manifested what
we will be. We know that if He is manifested, we will be like Him because we
will see Him even as He is.

2. God’s intention is to work Himself in Christ into us, making Himself the same as we are
and making us the same as He is—Eph. 3:17a.
Eph 3:17

B.

That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being
rooted and grounded in love,

Let Us make man reveals that a council was held among the three of the Godhead regarding
the creation of man—Gen. 1:26a:
Gen 1:26

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over
the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.

1. The decision to create man was made in eternity past, indicating that the creation of man
was for the eternal purpose of the Triune God—Eph. 3:9-11.
Eph 3:9
Eph 3:10
Eph 3:11

And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which
throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things,
In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the
multifarious wisdom of God might be made known through the church,
According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord,

2. God’s intention in creating man was to carry out His divine economy for the dispensing of
Himself into man—1 Tim. 1:4; Rom. 8:11.
1 Tim 1:4
Rom 8:11

C.

Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce
questionings rather than God's economy, which is in faith.
And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through
His Spirit who indwells you.

God created man in His own image, according to His likeness—Gen. 1:26a:
Gen 1:26

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over
the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.

1. God’s image, referring to God’s inner being, is the expression of the inward essence of
God’s attributes, the most prominent of which are love (1 John 4:8), light (1:5), holiness
(Rev. 4:8), and righteousness (Jer. 23:6).
1 John 4:8
1 John 1:5
Rev 4:8

Jer 23:6

He who does not love has not known God, because God is love.
And this is the message which we have heard from Him and announce to you,
that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.
And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings apiece, are full
of eyes around and within; and they have no rest day and night, saying, Holy,
holy, holy, Lord God the Almighty, who was and who is and who is coming.
In His days Judah will be saved, / And Israel will dwell securely; / And this is
His name by which He will be called, / Jehovah our righteousness.

2. God’s likeness, referring to God’s form (Phil. 2:6), is the expression of the essence and
nature of God’s person.
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Phil 2:6

Who, existing in the form of God, did not consider being equal with God a
treasure to be grasped,

3. God created man to be a duplication of Himself so that man may have the capacity to
contain God and express Him—2 Cor. 4:6-7; 3:18.
2 Cor 4:6

2 Cor 4:7
2 Cor 3:18

D.

God created man in His image and according to His likeness because His intention is to come
into man and to be one with man—Eph. 3:17a.
Eph 3:17

E.

Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One who
shined in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ.
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may
be of God and not out of us.
But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as
from the Lord Spirit.

That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted
and grounded in love,

God created man in His own image so that through His economy man may receive His life
and nature and thereby become His expression—1 Tim. 1:4; John 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:4; 2 Cor.
3:18:
1 Tim 1:4
John 3:16
2 Pet 1:4

2 Cor 3:18

Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings
rather than God's economy, which is in faith.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone who
believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life.
Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that
through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption which is in the world by lust.
But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from
the Lord Spirit.

1. Because we were created according to God’s kind, our human virtues have the capacity to
contain the divine attributes—10:1; 11:10.
2 Cor 10:1

But I myself, Paul, entreat you through the meekness and gentleness of Christ,
who (as you say) in person am base among you, but while absent am bold toward
you,
2 Cor 11:10 The truthfulness of Christ is in me, that this boasting shall not be stopped as it
regards me in the regions of Achaia.

2. For God to create man in His image means that God created man with the intention that
man would become a duplicate of God, the reproduction of God, for His corporate
expression; this reproduction makes God happy because it looks like Him, speaks like
Him, and lives like Him—John 12:24; Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:10; 1 John 3:1-2.
John 12:24
Rom 8:29
Heb 2:10

Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies,
it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all
things, in leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation
perfect through sufferings.
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1 John 3:1

1 John 3:2

Behold what manner of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called
children of God; and we are. Because of this the world does not know us,
because it did not know Him.
Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not yet been manifested what
we will be. We know that if He is manifested, we will be like Him because we
will see Him even as He is.

III. “Let them have dominion...Fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion”—
Gen. 1:26, 28:
Gen 1:26

Gen 1:28

A.

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.
And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth
and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and
over every living thing that moves upon the earth.

God’s intention in giving man dominion is to subdue God’s enemy, Satan, who rebelled
against God—vv. 26, 28:
Gen 1:26

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over
the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.
And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.

Gen 1:28

1. The creeping things that creep upon the earth typify Satan, the serpent, and his angels, as
well as the demons, who follow Satan—v. 26; 3:1, 14; Rev. 12:4, 7, 9; Matt. 25:41; cf.
Luke 10:19.
Gen 1:26

Gen 3:1

Gen 3:14

Rev 12:4

Rev 12:7
Rev 12:9

Matt 25:41
Luke 10:19

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and
over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps
upon the earth.
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other animal of the field that Jehovah
God had made. And he said to the woman, Did God really say, You shall not eat
of any tree of the garden?
And Jehovah God said to the serpent, Because you have done this, / You are
cursed more than all the cattle / And more than all the animals of the field: /
Upon your stomach you will go, / And dust you will eat / All the days of your
life.
And his tail drags away the third part of the stars of heaven, and he cast them to
the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bring forth,
so that when she brings forth he might devour her child.
And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels went to war with the
dragon. And the dragon warred and his angels.
And the great dragon was cast down, the ancient serpent, he who is called the
Devil and Satan, he who deceives the whole inhabited earth; he was cast to the
earth, and his angels were cast down with him.
Then He will say also to those on the left, Go away from Me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
Behold, I have given you the authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions and
over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
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2. Subdue in Genesis 1:28 implies that a war is raging on earth between God and His enemy,
Satan; whoever gains the earth will have the victory.
Gen 1:28

And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.

3. God has a problem, and this problem is Satan, the archangel who rebelled against God and
became His enemy in the universe and especially on the earth—Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28:1218:
Isa 14:12
Isa 14:13

Isa 14:14
Ezek 28:12

Ezek 28:13

Ezek 28:14

Ezek 28:15
Ezek 28:16

Ezek 28:17

Ezek 28:18

How you have fallen from heaven, / O Daystar, son of the dawn! / How you have
been hewn down to earth, / You who made nations fall prostrate!
But you, you said in your heart: / I will ascend to heaven; / Above the stars of
God / I will exalt my throne. / And I will sit upon the mount of assembly / In the
uttermost parts of the north.
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; / I will make myself like the Most
High.
Son of man, take up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say to him, Thus says
the Lord Jehovah, O you who sealed up perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in
beauty,
You were in Eden, the garden of God. Every precious stone was your covering,
sardius, topaz, diamond, chrysolite, onyx, jasper, sapphire, carbuncle, and
emerald, with gold. The workmanship of your tambourines and your pipes was
prepared with you on the day that you were created.
You were the anointed cherub who covered the Ark; indeed I set you, so that you
were upon the holy mountain of God; you walked up and down in the midst of
the stones of fire.
You were perfect in your ways from the day that you were created, until
unrighteousness was found in you.
By the abundance of your trading they filled your midst with violence, and you
sinned. So I cast you out as profane from the mountain of God, and I destroyed
you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.
Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom by
reason of your brightness. I cast you to the ground; I presented you before kings
that they may look at you.
By the multitude of your iniquities in the unrighteousness of your trading you
have profaned your sanctuaries. Therefore I sent forth fire from your midst; it
consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all those
who look at you.

a. In order to subdue His enemy and thus solve His problem, God gave man authority to
rule over all things created by God—Gen. 1:26.
Gen 1:26

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven
and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.

b. Man especially must rule over the earth and even subdue the earth because the earth has
been usurped by God’s rebellious enemy—v. 28.
Gen 1:28

And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and
fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2019) - Outline & Scriptures

8

4. God needs man to exercise His authority over all the creeping things, and God needs man
to subdue and conquer the rebellious earth so that God may recover the earth for His
kingdom—Matt. 6:9-10.
Matt 6:9
Matt 6:10

B.

You then pray in this way: Our Father who is in the heavens, Your name be
sanctified;
Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.

God’s intention in giving man dominion is to recover the earth—Gen. 1:28:
Gen 1:28

And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.

1. God created man with the intention of recovering the earth for Himself—v. 26.
Gen 1:26

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and
over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps
upon the earth.

2. Man was created by God to have dominion over the earth, to subdue it, to conquer it, and
thereby recover the earth for God—vv. 26, 28.
Gen 1:26

Gen 1:28

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and
over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps
upon the earth.
And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.

3. God wants to regain the earth; the earth has become a crucial place, a place that Satan
wants to hold and a place that God wants to regain.
C.

God’s intention in giving man dominion is for him to exercise God’s authority over the earth
in order that the kingdom of God may come to the earth, the will of God may be done on the
earth, and the glory of God may be manifested on the earth—Matt. 6:10, 13b.
Matt 6:10
Matt 6:13

Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.
And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

IV. The church as the one new man is the corporate man in God’s intention, and
this new man will fulfill the twofold purpose of bearing God’s image to express
Him and of fighting against God’s enemy for God’s kingdom—Eph. 2:15; 4:24;
6:10-13; Col. 3:10:
Eph 2:15
Eph 4:24
Eph 6:10
Eph 6:11
Eph 6:12

Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances, that He might create
the two in Himself into one new man, so making peace,
And put on the new man, which was created according to God in righteousness and
holiness of the reality.
Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength.
Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems of the
devil,
For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in
Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2019) - Outline & Scriptures

9

Eph 6:13
Col 3:10

A.

the heavenlies.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according to
the image of Him who created him,

The Bible reveals that the one new man is not an individual but a corporate, universal man—
Eph. 2:15; 4:24; Col. 3:10-11:
Eph 2:15
Eph 4:24
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances, that He might
create the two in Himself into one new man, so making peace,
And put on the new man, which was created according to God in righteousness and
holiness of the reality.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

1. The one new man is a corporate God-man:
a. The first God-man, the firstborn Son of God, is the Head of this corporate God-man—
the new man—Rom. 8:29; Eph. 4:15.
Rom 8:29
Eph 4:15

Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;
But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is
the Head, Christ,

b. The many God-men, the many sons of God, are the Body of this corporate God-man—
the new man—vv. 16, 24.
Eph 4:16

Eph 4:24

Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together
through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the
measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up
of itself in love.
And put on the new man, which was created according to God in
righteousness and holiness of the reality.

2. We, the believers in Christ, are all one with Christ to be the new man; we all are parts of
the one new man—2:15-16; 4:24:
Eph 2:15
Eph 2:16
Eph 4:24

Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances, that He
might create the two in Himself into one new man, so making peace,
And might reconcile both in one Body to God through the cross, having slain the
enmity by it.
And put on the new man, which was created according to God in righteousness
and holiness of the reality.

a. There are many believers and many local churches, but there is only one new man in the
universe—Col. 3:10; 4:15-16.
Col 3:10
Col 4:15
Col 4:16

And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,
Greet the brothers in Laodicea, as well as Nymphas and the church, which is
in his house.
And when this letter is read among you, cause that it be read in the church of
the Laodiceans also, and that you also read the one from Laodicea.

b. All the believers are components of this one corporate and universal new man.
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B.

The one new man is a warrior fighting against God’s enemy—Eph. 6:10-13:
Eph 6:10
Eph 6:11
Eph 6:12

Eph 6:13

Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength.
Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems
of the devil,
For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenlies.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand.

1. The warrior is not a status of the church but an aspect of the church as the new man.
2. The church as the corporate new man is the warrior, and the believers together make up
this new man.
3. We must fight the spiritual warfare not individually but in the Body, in the one new man.
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