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Message Eleven 
The Jubilee (2) 

EM Hymns: 540 
Scripture Reading: Lev. 25:8-17; Isa. 61:1-3; Luke 4:16-22;  

Acts 26:16-19; Rom. 7:24; 8:2 
Lev 25:8 And you shall count off seven Sabbaths of years to yourself, seven times seven years, so that you 

have the time of seven Sabbaths of years, that is, forty-nine years. 
Lev 25:9 Then you shall sound aloud the ram's horn in the seventh month on the tenth day of the month; 

on the Day of Expiation you shall sound the trumpet throughout all your land. 
Lev 25:10 And you shall sanctify the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its 

inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; and each of you shall return to his possession, and each 
of you shall return to his family. 

Lev 25:11 The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; you shall not sow nor reap its aftergrowth nor gather 
from its unpruned vines. 

Lev 25:12 For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to you. You shall eat its produce out of the field. 
Lev 25:13 In this year of jubilee each one of you shall return to his possession. 
Lev 25:14 And if you sell anything to your fellow countryman or buy from the hand of your fellow countryman, 

you shall not wrong one another. 
Lev 25:15 According to the number of years after the jubilee you shall buy from your fellow countryman; 

according to the number of crop years remaining he shall sell to you. 
Lev 25:16 According to the extent of the years you shall increase its price, and according to the fewness of 

the years you shall diminish its price; for it is the number of crop years that he sells to you. 
Lev 25:17 And you shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your God; for I am Jehovah your God. 
Isa 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon Me, / Because Jehovah has anointed Me / To bring good 

news to the afflicted; / He has sent Me to bind up the wounds of the brokenhearted, / To proclaim 
liberty to the captives, / And the opening of the eyes to those who are bound; 

Isa 61:2 To proclaim the acceptable year of Jehovah / And the day of vengeance of our God; / To comfort 
all who mourn; 

Isa 61:3 To grant to those who mourn in Zion, / To give to them a headdress instead of ashes, / The oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, / The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of heaviness; / That they 
may be called the terebinths of righteousness, / The planting of Jehovah, that He may be glorified. 

Luke 4:16 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up, and according to His custom He 
entered on the Sabbath day into the synagogue and stood up to read. 

Luke 4:17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written, 

Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to announce the gospel to the 
poor; He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to 
send away in release those who are oppressed, 

Luke 4:19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, the year of jubilee." 
Luke 4:20 And when He rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant, He sat down. And the eyes of 

all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 
Luke 4:21 And He began to say to them, Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. 
Luke 4:22 And all bore witness to Him and marveled at the words of grace proceeding out of His mouth, and 

they said, Is not this Joseph's son? 
Acts 26:16 But rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as 

a minister and a witness both of the things in which you have seen Me and of the things in which I 
will appear to you; 

Acts 26:17 Delivering you from the people and from the Gentiles, to whom I send you, 
Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to God, 

that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been 
sanctified by faith in Me. 

Acts 26:19 Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 
Rom 7:24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from the body of this death? 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of death. 
 

I. Announcing the gospel to the poor, proclaiming release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, and sending away in release those who are 
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oppressed are the freedoms and blessings of the jubilee—Luke 4:18-19: 
Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to announce the gospel to 

the poor; He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to send away in release those who are oppressed, 

Luke 4:19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, the year of jubilee." 
A. The word jubilee in Leviticus 25:10 means “a time of shouting,” or “a time of the 

trumpeting of the ram’s horn”; the trumpeting of the ram’s horn signifies the preaching of 
the gospel as the proclaiming of liberty in the New Testament jubilee to all the sinners sold 
under sin that they may return to God and God’s family, the household of God, and may 
rejoice with shouting in the New Testament enjoyment of God’s salvation—Luke 4:16-22; 
Acts 26:16-19. 
Lev 25:10 And you shall sanctify the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all 

its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; and each of you shall return to his 
possession, and each of you shall return to his family. 

Luke 4:16 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up, and according to His 
custom He entered on the Sabbath day into the synagogue and stood up to read. 

Luke 4:17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He unrolled the scroll 
and found the place where it was written, 

Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to announce the 
gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to send away in release those who are oppressed, 

Luke 4:19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, the year of jubilee." 
Luke 4:20 And when He rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant, He sat down. And 

the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 
Luke 4:21 And He began to say to them, Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. 
Luke 4:22 And all bore witness to Him and marveled at the words of grace proceeding out of His 

mouth, and they said, Is not this Joseph's son? 
Acts 26:16 But rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to 

appoint you as a minister and a witness both of the things in which you have seen Me 
and of the things in which I will appear to you; 

Acts 26:17 Delivering you from the people and from the Gentiles, to whom I send you, 
Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of 

Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those who have been sanctified by faith in Me. 

Acts 26:19 Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 
B. Our preaching of the gospel is our blowing of the trumpet of redemption to proclaim to the 

world, “Behold, now is the well-acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation,” the 
year of jubilee—2 Cor. 6:2; Isa. 61:1-3: 
2 Cor 6:2 For He says, "In an acceptable time I listened to you, and in the day of salvation I helped 

you." Behold, now is the well-acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
Isa 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon Me, / Because Jehovah has anointed Me / To 

bring good news to the afflicted; / He has sent Me to bind up the wounds of the 
brokenhearted, / To proclaim liberty to the captives, / And the opening of the eyes to 
those who are bound; 

Isa 61:2 To proclaim the acceptable year of Jehovah / And the day of vengeance of our God; / 
To comfort all who mourn; 

Isa 61:3 To grant to those who mourn in Zion, / To give to them a headdress instead of ashes, 
/ The oil of gladness instead of mourning, / The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of 
heaviness; / That they may be called the terebinths of righteousness, / The planting of 
Jehovah, that He may be glorified. 

1. When God created man, He intended to give Himself in Christ to man as man’s 
possession, man’s inheritance (Gen. 2:9; 13:12-15; Psa. 16:5; 90:1); however, man 
became fallen, and in the fall man lost God as his possession (Gen. 3:24; 4:16; Eph. 
2:12) and sold himself into slavery under sin, Satan, and the world (John 8:34; Rom. 
7:14b; Gal. 4:8; Titus 3:3; 1 John 5:19b). 
Gen 2:9 And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant 
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to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the 
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Gen 13:12 Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and 
moved his tent as far as Sodom. 

Gen 13:13 Now the men of Sodom were very wicked and sinful toward Jehovah. 
Gen 13:14 And Jehovah said to Abram after Lot had separated from him, Now lift up your 

eyes, and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and 
eastward and westward; 

Gen 13:15 For all the land that you see I will give to you and to your seed forever. 
Psa 16:5 Jehovah is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; / You maintain my lot. 
Psa 90:1 O Lord, You have been our dwelling place / In all generations. 
Gen 3:24 So He drove the man out, and at the east of the garden of Eden He placed the 

cherubim and a flaming sword which turned in every direction to guard the way 
to the tree of life.  

Gen 4:16 And Cain went forth from the presence of Jehovah and dwelt in the land of Nod, 
east of Eden. 

Eph 2:12 That you were at that time apart from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of the promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. 

John 8:34 Jesus answered them, Truly, truly, I say to you, Everyone who commits sin is a 
slave of sin. 

Rom 7:14b … but I am fleshy, sold under sin. 
Gal 4:8 However at that time, not knowing God, you were slaves to the gods which by 

nature are not gods; 
Titus 3:3 For we also were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving as slaves various lusts 

and pleasures, spending our lives in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 
1 John 5:19b … and the whole world lies in the evil one. 

2. God’s New Testament salvation, accomplished by God’s grace based on His redemption 
in Christ (Rom. 3:24; 5:1-2; Eph. 2:8), brings fallen man back to God as his divine 
possession (Acts 26:18; Gal. 3:14; Eph. 1:14; Col. 1:12; Luke 15:12-24), releases man 
from slavery under sin, Satan, and the world (John 8:32; Rom. 6:6, 14; 8:2; Heb. 2:14-
15; John 12:31), and restores man to his divine family, the household of God (Gal. 
6:10; Eph. 2:19), that he may enjoy fellowship in God’s grace (2 Cor. 13:14). 
Rom 3:24 Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 
Rom 5:1 Therefore having been justified out of faith, we have peace toward God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Rom 5:2 Through whom also we have obtained access by faith into this grace in which 

we stand and boast because of the hope of the glory of God. 
Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this not of yourselves; it is 

the gift of God; 
Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of 

Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance 
among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me. 

Gal 3:14 In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ 
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

Eph 1:14 Who is the pledge of our inheritance unto the redemption of the acquired 
possession, to the praise of His glory. 

Col 1:12 Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted 
portion of the saints in the light; 

Luke 15:12 And the younger of them said to the father, Father, give me the share of the 
estate that falls to me. And he distributed to them his living. 

Luke 15:13 And not many days after, the younger son, having gathered everything 
together, went abroad to a distant country and there squandered his estate by 
living dissolutely. 

Luke 15:14 And when he had spent all, a severe famine occurred throughout that country, 
and he began to be in want. 

Luke 15:15 And he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country; and he 
sent him into his fields to feed hogs. 
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Luke 15:16 And he longed to be satisfied with the carob pods which the hogs were eating, 
and no one gave him anything. 

Luke 15:17 But when he came to himself, he said, How many of my father's hired servants 
abound in bread, but I am perishing here in famine! 

Luke 15:18 I will rise up and go to my father, and I will say to him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you. 

Luke 15:19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants. 
Luke 15:20 And he rose up and came to his own father. But while he was still a long way 

off, his father saw him and was moved with compassion, and he ran and fell on 
his neck and kissed him affectionately. 

Luke 15:21 And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son. 

Luke 15:22 But the father said to his slaves, Bring out quickly the best robe and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 

Luke 15:23 And bring the fattened calf; slaughter it, and let us eat and be merry, 
Luke 15:24 Because this son of mine was dead and lives again; he was lost and has been 

found. And they began to be merry. 
John 8:32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free. 
Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him in order that the 

body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin as slaves; 
Rom 6:14 For sin will not lord it over you, for you are not under the law but under grace. 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 

and of death. 
Heb 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also Himself in 

like manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy him who 
has the might of death, that is, the devil, 

Heb 2:15 And might release those who because of the fear of death through all their life 
were held in slavery. 

John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the ruler of this world be cast out. 
Gal 6:10 So then, as we have the opportunity, let us do what is good toward all, but 

especially toward those of the household of the faith. 
Eph 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the household of God, 
2 Cor 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

II. God’s salvation causes us to have real freedom; our possession is God, and our 
freedom comes from our enjoyment of God: 
A. If man does not enjoy God, he cannot have real freedom; freedom means release, to be 

freed from all bondage, all heavy burden, all oppression, and all enslavement—John 8:32, 
36; Gal. 5:1; 2 Cor. 3:17. 
John 8:32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free. 
John 8:36 If therefore the Son sets you free, you shall be free indeed. 
Gal 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do not be 

entangled with a yoke of slavery again. 
2 Cor 3:17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

B. Everything in our life can be a bondage to us, and we can be slaves under any matter—John 
8:34; cf. 1 Cor. 6:12. 
John 8:34 Jesus answered them, Truly, truly, I say to you, Everyone who commits sin is a slave 

of sin. 
1 Cor 6:12 All things are lawful to me, but not all things are profitable; all things are lawful to me, 

but I will not be brought under the power of anything. 
C. First, Satan captured us; then he came to dwell in us as the inciter, the instigator, of our sins; 

the result is that he has become our illegal master, and we have become his captives to the 
extent that we are unable to do good and can only commit sins—Rom. 7:14; 1 John 5:19: 
Rom 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am fleshy, sold under sin. 
1 John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the evil one. 
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1. If a man does not have God, whatever he tries to enjoy apart from God is dog food, 
refuse, and dung—Phil. 3:7-9; cf. 2 Pet. 2:22. 
Phil 3:7 But what things were gains to me, these I have counted as loss on account of 

Christ. 
Phil 3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of 

the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ 

Phil 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God 
and based on faith, 

2 Pet 2:22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb: The dog has turned to 
its own vomit, and the washed sow to wallowing in the mud. 

2. Satan is called Beelzebul, which means “the lord of the dunghill,” from Beelzebub, 
meaning “the lord of flies”; Satan specializes in leading sinners like flies to feed on 
dung—Matt. 10:25; 12:24, 27; 2 Kings 1:2. 
Matt 10:25 It is sufficient for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the slave like 

his master. If they have called the Master of the house Beelzebul, how much 
more those of His household! 

Matt 12:24 But the Pharisees, hearing this, said, This man does not cast out the demons 
except by Beelzebul, ruler of the demons. 

Matt 12:27 And if I, by Beelzebul, cast out the demons, by whom do your sons cast them 
out? Therefore they shall be your judges. 

2 Kings 1:2 And Ahaziah fell through the lattice in his upper chamber which was in Samaria 
and became ill. And he sent messengers and said to them, Go and inquire of 
Baal-zebub the god of Ekron whether I will recover from this sickness. 

3. Although deep in his heart no one wants to sin, everyone eventually sins; no one has 
control over himself, and everyone has become a slave of sin—Rom. 7:18-23; John 
8:34. 
Rom 7:18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, nothing good dwells; for to will is 

present with me, but to work out the good is not. 
Rom 7:19 For I do not do the good which I will; but the evil which I do not will, this I practice. 
Rom 7:20 But if what I do not will, this I do, it is no longer I that work it out but sin that 

dwells in me. 
Rom 7:21 I find then the law with me who wills to do the good, that is, the evil is present 

with me. 
Rom 7:22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inner man, 
Rom 7:23 But I see a different law in my members, warring against the law of my mind 

and making me a captive to the law of sin which is in my members. 
John 8:34 Jesus answered them, Truly, truly, I say to you, Everyone who commits sin is a 

slave of sin. 
 

III. Paul’s desperate cry in Romans 7:24 is answered in Romans 8:2, which says 
that the law of the Spirit of life has freed us in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 
and of death; this is the freedom of Christ as the jubilee: 
Rom 7:24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from the body of this death? 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of death. 
A. We can be released and have real freedom only by enjoying Christ as the life-giving Spirit; 

only those who enjoy God do not commit sin and are really free, living a life of liberty, 
release, and freedom from bondage—John 8:36: 
John 8:36 If therefore the Son sets you free, you shall be free indeed. 
1. The law of the Spirit of life releases us from the law of sin and of death; this law is the 

Lord Himself, who passed through death and resurrection to become the life-giving 
Spirit—Rom. 8:2. 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 

and of death. 
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2. If we do not enjoy the Lord sufficiently, we will still be in bondage to many things; 
making up our mind will not work; we must continually come to the Lord to eat and 
enjoy Him—1 Cor. 1:9; Rev. 2:7; Isa. 55:1-2. 
1 Cor 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Rev 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 

who overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
Paradise of God. 

Isa 55:1 Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters, / And you who have no money; / 
Come, buy and eat; / Yes, come, buy wine and milk / Without money and 
without price. 

Isa 55:2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, / And the result of your labor 
for what does not satisfy? / Hear Me attentively, and eat what is good, / And let 
your soul delight itself in fatness. 

3. Only those who enjoy God do not practice sin and are really free—John 8:11-12, 24, 
28, 31-36. 
John 8:11 And she said, No one, Lord. And Jesus said, Neither do I condemn you; go, 

and from now on sin no more. 
John 8:12 Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he who 

follows Me shall by no means walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 
John 8:24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I 

am, you will die in your sins. 
John 8:28 Jesus therefore said to them, When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will 

know that I am, and that I do nothing from Myself, but as My Father has taught 
Me, I speak these things. 

John 8:31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, If you abide in My word, you 
are truly My disciples; 

John 8:32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free. 
John 8:33 They answered Him, We are Abraham's seed and have never yet been 

enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, You shall become free? 
John 8:34 Jesus answered them, Truly, truly, I say to you, Everyone who commits sin is a 

slave of sin. 
John 8:35 And the slave does not abide in the house forever; the son does abide forever. 
John 8:36 If therefore the Son sets you free, you shall be free indeed. 

4. Christ as the jubilee frees us from our poverty, captivity, blindness, and oppression—
Eccl. 1:2, 14; 3:11; Phil. 3:8; 2 Pet. 2:22; Luke 12:21; Rev. 3:17. 
Eccl 1:2 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher; / Vanity of vanities; all is vanity. 
Eccl 1:14 I have seen all the works that are done under the sun, and indeed, all is vanity 

and a chasing after wind. 
Eccl 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its own time; also He has put eternity in 

their heart, yet so that man does not find out what God has done from the 
beginning to the end. 

Phil 3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ 

2 Pet 2:22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb: The dog has turned to 
its own vomit, and the washed sow to wallowing in the mud. 

Luke 12:21 So is he who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God. 
Rev 3:17 Because you say, I am wealthy and have become rich and have need of 

nothing, and do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and 
blind and naked, 

B. Paul made a great discovery in receiving the revelation of the Triune God being processed 
through incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension to become the 
law of the Spirit of life installed in our spirit—Rom. 8:3, 11, 34, 16. 
Rom 8:3 For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, 

sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh, 
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Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit 
who indwells you. 

Rom 8:34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ Jesus who died and, rather, who was raised, 
who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 

Rom 8:16 The Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God. 
C. The law of the Spirit of life is the automatic principle and spontaneous power of the divine 

life; it is the natural characteristic and the innate, automatic function of the divine life. 
D. A Christian should not live by the power of his will but by the power of the inner law of the 

Spirit of resurrection life in his spirit; this law possesses the greatest power; it overcomes 
death, transcends death, and is not bound by death—7:19; Matt. 26:41; Eph. 1:19-23; Col. 
1:28-29; 2 Cor. 1:8-9; John 11:25; Heb. 7:16; Acts 2:24; Rev. 1:18: 
Rom 7:19 For I do not do the good which I will; but the evil which I do not will, this I practice. 
Matt 26:41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the 

flesh is weak. 
Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, according 

to the operation of the might of His strength, 
Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating Him at 

His right hand in the heavenlies, 
Eph 1:21 Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is 

named not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to 

the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Col 1:28 Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom 

that we may present every man full-grown in Christ; 
Col 1:29 For which also I labor, struggling according to His operation which operates in me in 

power. 
2 Cor 1:8 For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of our affliction which befell us in 

Asia, that we were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that we despaired 
even of living. 

2 Cor 1:9 Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should not base 
our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead; 

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if 
he should die, shall live; 

Heb 7:16 Who has been appointed not according to the law of a fleshy commandment but 
according to the power of an indestructible life. 

Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not possible 
for Him to be held by it. 

Rev 1:18 And the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am living forever and ever; and 
I have the keys of death and of Hades. 

1. In Romans 7 Paul describes the wretchedness of his trying to do good under the law; 
he needed the Lord as the compassionate Samaritan-Neighbor to care for him as a 
fallen and law-stricken sinner by dispensing Himself into him as the law of the Spirit 
of life for the reality of the Body of Christ—vv. 24-25; Luke 10:25-37. 
Rom 7 be omitted. 
Rom 7:24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from the body of this death? 
Rom 7:25 Thanks be to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then with the mind I 

myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh, the law of sin. 
Luke 10:25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, Teacher, 

what should I do to inherit eternal life? 
Luke 10:26 And He said to him, What is written in the law? How do you read it? 
Luke 10:27 And he answered and said, "You shall love the Lord your God from your whole 

heart and with your whole soul and with your whole strength and with your 
whole mind, and your neighbor as yourself." 

Luke 10:28 And He said to him, You have answered correctly; do this, and you shall have life. 
Luke 10:29 But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbor? 
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Luke 10:30 Jesus, taking up the question, said, A certain man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who having both stripped him 
and beat him, went away, leaving him half dead. 

Luke 10:31 And by coincidence a certain priest was going down on that road; and when he 
saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 

Luke 10:32 And likewise also a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the opposite side. 

Luke 10:33 But a certain Samaritan, who was journeying, came upon him; and when he 
saw him, he was moved with compassion; 

Luke 10:34 And he came to him and bound up his wounds and poured oil and wine on 
them. And placing him on his own beast, he brought him to an inn and took 
care of him. 

Luke 10:35 And on the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper 
and said, Take care of him; and whatever you spend in addition to this, when I 
return, I will repay you. 

Luke 10:36 Which of these three, does it seem to you, has become a neighbor to him who 
fell into the hands of the robbers? 

Luke 10:37 And he said, The one who showed mercy to him. And Jesus said to him, Go, 
and you do likewise. 

2. We must see that sin and death are a law in us and that our willpower cannot 
overcome this law—Rom. 7:15-16, 18-21. 
Rom 7:15 For what I work out, I do not acknowledge; for what I will, this I do not practice; 

but what I hate, this I do. 
Rom 7:16 But if what I do not will, this I do, I agree with the law that it is good. 
Rom 7:18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, nothing good dwells; for to will is 

present with me, but to work out the good is not. 
Rom 7:19 For I do not do the good which I will; but the evil which I do not will, this I practice. 
Rom 7:20 But if what I do not will, this I do, it is no longer I that work it out but sin that 

dwells in me. 
Rom 7:21 I find then the law with me who wills to do the good, that is, the evil is present 

with me. 
3. If we have not seen that sin is a law and that our will can never overcome this law, we 

are trapped in Romans 7; we will never arrive at Romans 8. 
Rom 7, 8 be omitted. 

4. Every life has a law and even is a law; God’s life is the highest life, and the law of the 
Spirit of life is the highest law—Prov. 30:19a; Deut. 32:11-12; Isa. 40:30-31. 
Prov 30:19a The way of an eagle in the sky, / The way of a serpent upon a rock, … 
Deut 32:11 As the eagle rouses his nest, / Hovers over his young, / Spreads his wings, 

takes them, / And bears them up upon his pinions; 
Deut 32:12 So Jehovah alone led him, / And there was no strange god with Him. 
Isa 40:30 Although youths will faint and become weary, / And young men will collapse 

exhausted; 
Isa 40:31 Yet those who wait on Jehovah will renew their strength; / They will mount up 

with wings like eagles; / They will run and will not faint; / They will walk and will 
not become weary.  

5. The divine birth has transferred us into a new realm, the realm of the divine life with 
its law in our spirit, a realm in which there is no sin, world, or flesh: 
a. In this realm all victories are spontaneous, automatic, unconscious, and 

effortless because the law of the Spirit of life is upholding us, not our own will. 
b. We have the law of the Spirit of life indwelling our spirit as the presence of 

God, the speaking of God, the meeting with God, and the dispensing of God—
Heb. 8:10; Rom. 3:25; Exo. 25:22. 
Heb 8:10 For this is the covenant which I will covenant with the house of Israel after 

those days, says the Lord: I will impart My laws into their mind, and on 
their hearts I will inscribe them; and I will be God to them, and they will be 
a people to Me. 



99 

Rom 3:25 Whom God set forth as a propitiation place through faith in His blood, for 
the demonstrating of His righteousness, in that in His forbearance God 
passed over the sins that had previously occurred, 

Exo 25:22 And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the 
expiation cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark 
of the Testimony, of everything which I will give you in commandment to 
the children of Israel. 

E. We can cooperate with the installed and inner operating law of the Spirit of life by 
exercising our spirit to “switch on” this law so that we can enjoy Christ as the freedom and 
living of the jubilee—Phil. 2:12-13; Rom. 8:2, 4-6, 13-16, 23; 5:10, 17; 1 Tim. 4:7; 2 Tim. 
4:22. 
Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only 

but now much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; 

Phil 2:13 For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His good 
pleasure. 

Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of 
death. 

Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk 
according to the flesh but according to the spirit. 

Rom 8:5 For those who are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those who 
are according to the spirit, the things of the Spirit. 

Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace. 
Rom 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh, you must die, but if by the Spirit you put to death 

the practices of the body, you will live. 
Rom 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 
Rom 8:15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery bringing you into fear again, but you have 

received a spirit of sonship in which we cry, Abba, Father! 
Rom 8:16 The Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God. 
Rom 8:23 And not only so, but we ourselves also, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 

ourselves groan in ourselves, eagerly awaiting sonship, the redemption of our body. 
Rom 5:10 For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much 

more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled, 
Rom 5:17 For if, by the offense of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those 

who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life 
through the One, Jesus Christ. 

1 Tim 4:7 But the profane and old-womanish myths refuse, and exercise yourself unto godliness. 
2 Tim 4:22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you. 

F. Apart from the “switch” of our spirit, we have no way to apply the processed Triune God as 
the “heavenly electricity” in us, but praise the Lord that we have a switch and that we know 
where it is—Prov. 20:27; Zech. 12:1; Rom. 8:16! 
Prov 20:27 The spirit of man is the lamp of Jehovah, / Searching all the innermost parts of the 

inner being. 
Zech 12:1 The burden of the word of Jehovah concerning Israel. Thus declares Jehovah, who 

stretches forth the heavens and lays the foundations of the earth and forms the spirit 
of man within him,  

Rom 8:16 The Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God. 
G. The best way to switch on the divine and mystical “current” of the flowing Spirit in our 

spirit is to call on the name of the Lord Jesus—1 Cor. 12:3b; Rom. 10:12-13. 
1 Cor 12:3b … and no one can say, Jesus is Lord! except in the Holy Spirit. 
Rom 10:12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord is Lord of all 

and rich to all who call upon Him; 
Rom 10:13 For "whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." 

H. When we contact the Spirit through the exercise of our spirit, we enjoy Christ as all the 
myriad and rich aspects of the jubilee—8:4. 
Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk 

according to the flesh but according to the spirit. 
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I. Paul was a person who switched on the law of the Spirit of life by serving God in his spirit 
out of his first love for the Lord—1:9; 5:5; 8:35-39; Rev. 2:4: 
Rom 1:9 For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of His Son, how 

unceasingly I make mention of you always in my prayers, 
Rom 5:5 And hope does not put us to shame, because the love of God has been poured out in 

our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
Rom 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation or anguish or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 
Rom 8:36 As it is written, "For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; we have been 

accounted as sheep for slaughter." 
Rom 8:37 But in all these things we more than conquer through Him who loved us. 
Rom 8:38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life nor angels nor principalities nor things 

present nor things to come nor powers 
Rom 8:39 Nor height nor depth nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love 

of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Rev 2:4 But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love. 
1. To love the Lord with the first love is to give Him the first place in all things and in 

all matters, regarding Him as everything in our life—Col. 1:18b, 10. 
Col 1:18b … He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have 

the first place in all things; 
Col 1:10 To walk worthily of the Lord to please Him in all things, bearing fruit in every 

good work and growing by the full knowledge of God, 
2. When God comes into us and comes out of us, that is our service to Him; we work 

together with Christ in the churches, where we render our first love to Him—S. S. 
7:12; 2 Cor. 6:1a; Phil. 3:3; Mark 12:30. 
S.S. 7:12 Let us rise up early for the vineyards; / Let us see if the vine has budded, / If the 

blossom is open, / If the pomegranates are in bloom; / There I will give you my love. 
2 Cor 6:1a And working together with Him, … 
Phil 3:3 For we are the circumcision, the ones who serve by the Spirit of God and boast 

in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh, 
Mark 12:30 And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your 

whole soul and from your whole mind and from your whole strength." 
3. When we love the Lord with the first love, we do the first works—works that issue 

from and express the first love; only those works that are motivated by the first love 
are gold, silver, and precious stones—Rev. 2:4-5; 1 Cor. 3:12; 15:10, 58. 
Rev 2:4 But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love. 
Rev 2:5 Remember therefore where you have fallen from and repent and do the first 

works; but if not, I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its 
place, unless you repent. 

1 Cor 3:12 But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
grass, stubble, 

1 Cor 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am; and His grace unto me did not turn out 
to be in vain, but, on the contrary, I labored more abundantly than all of them, 
yet not I but the grace of God which is with me. 

1 Cor 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

4. Christ’s love of affection constrains us to live to Him and to die to Him—2 Cor. 5:14-
15; Rom. 14:7-9. 
2 Cor 5:14 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this, that One died 

for all, therefore all died; 
2 Cor 5:15 And He died for all that those who live may no longer live to themselves but to 

Him who died for them and has been raised. 
Rom 14:7 For none of us lives to himself, and none dies to himself; 
Rom 14:8 For whether we live, we live to the Lord, and whether we die, we die to the 

Lord. Therefore whether we live or we die, we are the Lord's. 
Rom 14:9 For Christ died and lived again for this, that He might be Lord both of the dead 

and of the living. 
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J. By setting our mind on the spirit, we enjoy Christ as the jubilee—“the mind set on the flesh 
is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace”—8:6. 

K. The jubilee in Romans 8 is the reality of the Body of Christ—the corporate living of the 
perfected God-men—displayed in Romans 12 through 16; this reality consummates in the 
New Jerusalem; thus, Romans 8 is the focus of the entire Bible and the center of the 
universe: 
Rom 8, 12~16 be omitted. 
1. God accomplishes His economy by dispensing Himself into us as the law of the Spirit 

of life—vv. 2, 6, 10-11; Rev. 22:1-2a. 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 

and of death. 
Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and 

peace. 
Rom 8:10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life 

because of righteousness. 
Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 

who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit who indwells you. 

Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of 
the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 

Rev 22:2a And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing 
twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month; … 

2. The law of the Spirit of life constitutes us to be the members of the Body of Christ, 
with all kinds of functions—Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:11, 16; Rom. 12:4-8. 
Col 2:19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied 

and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of 
God. 

Eph 4:11 And He Himself gave some as apostles and some as prophets and some as 
evangelists and some as shepherds and teachers, 

Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together 
through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure 
of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in 
love. 

Rom 12:4 For just as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not 
have the same function, 

Rom 12:5 So we who are many are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. 

Rom 12:6 And having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, whether 
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 

Rom 12:7 Or service, let us be faithful in that service; or he who teaches, in that teaching; 
Rom 12:8 Or he who exhorts, in that exhortation; he who gives, in simplicity; he who 

leads, in diligence; he who shows mercy, in cheerfulness. 
3. Through the spontaneous, automatic function of the law of the Spirit of life within us, 

we are enabled to know God, gain God, and thereby live God, causing us to be 
constituted with God that we may become His increase and His enlargement to be His 
fullness for His expression—Eph. 1:22-23; 3:19-21. 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 

things to the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled 

unto all the fullness of God. 
Eph 3:20 But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power which operates in us, 
Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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IV. The living of the jubilee is a living in the enjoyment of Christ, a living of 
enjoying God as our inheritance and real freedom—Acts 26:18; John 8:36: 
Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to 

God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have 
been sanctified by faith in Me. 

John 8:36 If therefore the Son sets you free, you shall be free indeed. 
A. To be in the jubilee is to eat the Lord Jesus as the real produce of the good land, take Him as 

our dwelling place for our rest, and be freed from the slavery of sin and from the bondage of 
law and religion—6:57; Deut. 8:7-10; Col. 1:12; John 15:5; Psa. 16:5; 90:1; Rom. 6:6-7; Gal. 5:1. 
John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, 

he also shall live because of Me. 
Deut 8:7 For Jehovah your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of 

springs and of fountains, flowing forth in valleys and in mountains; 
Deut 8:8 A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive 

trees with oil and of honey; 
Deut 8:9 A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in it; a 

land whose stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine copper. 
Deut 8:10 And you shall eat and be satisfied, and you shall bless Jehovah your God for the 

good land which He has given you. 
Col 1:12 Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion of 

the saints in the light; 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears 

much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
Psa 16:5 Jehovah is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; / You maintain my lot. 
Psa 90:1 O Lord, You have been our dwelling place / In all generations. 
Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him in order that the body of 

sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin as slaves; 
Rom 6:7 For he who has died is justified from sin. 
Gal 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do not be 

entangled with a yoke of slavery again. 
B. The only way to be released from the three kinds of labor in human life—the labor to be a 

good person, the labor of anxiety, and the labor of suffering—is to take Christ as our 
enjoyment, satisfaction, and rest—Rom. 7:24—8:2; Phil. 4:5-7; 2 Cor. 12:9. 
Rom 7:24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from the body of this death? 
Rom 7:25 Thanks be to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then with the mind I myself 

serve the law of God, but with the flesh, the law of sin. 
Rom 8:1 There is now then no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of death. 
Phil 4:5 Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near. 
Phil 4:6 In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to God; 
Phil 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. 
2 Cor 12:9 And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected in 

weakness. Most gladly therefore I will rather boast in my weaknesses that the power 
of Christ might tabernacle over me. 

C. The Christian life should be a life full of enjoying the Lord, a life full of joy and praises; 
when we enjoy the Lord fully, He becomes our jubilee: 
1. The tone of an overcoming living is the tone of rejoicing, thanking, and praising God 

continually—1 Thes. 5:16-18; Psa. 50:14, 23. 
1 Thes 5:16 Always rejoice, 
1 Thes 5:17 Unceasingly pray, 
1 Thes 5:18 In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
Psa 50:14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, / And repay your vows to the Most High; 
Psa 50:23 Whoever offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving glorifies Me; / And to him who sets 

his way right I will show the salvation of God.  
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2. The overcoming life can survive only in an environment of thanksgiving and praise—
1 Thes. 5:18; Col. 3:17; Psa. 106:12; 2 Chron. 20:20-22. 
1 Thes 5:18 In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
Col 3:17 And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 
Psa 106:12 Then they believed His words; / They sang His praise. 
2 Chron 20:20 And they rose up early in the morning and went out to the wilderness of 

Tekoa. And as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood up and said, Hear me, O 
Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem. Believe in Jehovah your God, and 
you will be established; believe in His prophets, and you will succeed. 

2 Chron 20:21 And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed them to sing 
to Jehovah and give thanks in holy array as they went out before the army 
and say, Give thanks to Jehovah, for His lovingkindness endures forever. 

2 Chron 20:22 And when they began to shout in song and to praise, Jehovah set ambushes 
for the children of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who were coming out 
against Judah; and they were struck. 

D. The living of the jubilee is a life in which we take God Himself, Christ Himself, in every 
situation; then He becomes the primary factor and center in us to lead us and overrule all 
the troubles of human life—John 6:16-21; Col. 1:17b, 18b. 
John 6:16 And when evening fell, His disciples went down to the sea, 
John 6:17 And they got into a boat and began crossing the sea to Capernaum. And it had 

already become dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 
John 6:18 And because a strong wind was blowing, the sea was churning. 
John 6:19 Then, when they had rowed about twenty-five or thirty stadia, they saw Jesus walking 

on the sea and coming near the boat, and they became frightened. 
John 6:20 But He said to them, It is I. Do not be afraid. 
John 6:21 Then they were willing to take Him into the boat; and immediately the boat was at the 

land to which they were going. 
Col 1:17b … and all things cohere in Him; 
Col 1:18b … He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the 

first place in all things; 
E. Paul learned the secret of living in the jubilee, the secret of gaining Christ in any kind of 

environment—Phil. 4:5-7, 11-13. 
Phil 4:5 Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near. 
Phil 4:6 In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to God; 
Phil 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. 
Phil 4:11 Not that I speak according to lack, for I have learned, in whatever circumstances I am, 

to be content. 
Phil 4:12 I know also how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in everything and in all things I 

have learned the secret both to be filled and to hunger, both to abound and to lack. 
Phil 4:13 I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me. 

F. Because everything is under His sovereignty, we should pray, “Lord, fill me, gain me, and 
possess me; no matter what my outward situation is, I just want to enjoy You.” 

G. We need to be today’s ministers and witnesses by living and proclaiming the gospel—
Christ as the jubilee of grace—for the accomplishing of God’s eternal economy—Acts 
26:16-19. 
Acts 26:16 But rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to 

appoint you as a minister and a witness both of the things in which you have seen Me 
and of the things in which I will appear to you; 

Acts 26:17 Delivering you from the people and from the Gentiles, to whom I send you, 
Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of 

Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those who have been sanctified by faith in Me. 

Acts 26:19 Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,  
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