Message Ten
Christ as the Peace between God and God’s People
for Their Co-enjoyment in Fellowship
to Have the Vital-group Church Life
and to Consummate in the New Jerusalem
as the Ultimate Peace Offering
Scripture Reading: Lev. 3:1-2; 6:12; 7:37; Phil. 4:5-7, 11-13; John 12:1-3
Lev 3:1

And if his offering is a sacrifice of peace offerings, if he presents it from the herd, whether male or
female, he shall present it without blemish before Jehovah.
And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and slaughter it at the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting, and Aaron's sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood on and around the altar.
And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it must not go out. And the priest shall burn
wood on it every morning, and he shall lay the burnt offering in order upon it and shall burn the fat
of the peace offerings on it.
This is the law of the burnt offering and of the meal offering and of the sin offering and of the
trespass offering and of the consecration and of the sacrifice of peace offerings,
Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near.
In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God;
And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard your hearts and
your thoughts in Christ Jesus.
Not that I speak according to lack, for I have learned, in whatever circumstances I am, to be
content.
I know also how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in everything and in all things I have
learned the secret both to be filled and to hunger, both to abound and to lack.
I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me.
Then Jesus, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus
had raised from the dead.
Therefore they made Him a supper there; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of the ones
reclining at table with Him.
Then Mary took a pound of ointment, of very valuable pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus,
and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment.

Lev 3:2
Lev 6:12

Lev 7:37
Phil 4:5
Phil 4:6
Phil 4:7
Phil 4:11
Phil 4:12
Phil 4:13
John 12:1
John 12:2
John 12:3

I.

The issue of enjoying Christ as our burnt offering, our meal offering, our sin
offering, and our trespass offering is the enjoyment of Christ as the peace
offering—Lev. 3:1-2; 6:12; 7:37:
Lev 3:1
Lev 3:2
Lev 6:12

Lev 7:37

A.

And if his offering is a sacrifice of peace offerings, if he presents it from the herd, whether
male or female, he shall present it without blemish before Jehovah.
And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and slaughter it at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting, and Aaron's sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood on and around the altar.
And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it must not go out. And the priest shall
burn wood on it every morning, and he shall lay the burnt offering in order upon it and shall
burn the fat of the peace offerings on it.
This is the law of the burnt offering and of the meal offering and of the sin offering and of
the trespass offering and of the consecration and of the sacrifice of peace offerings,

We should not try to have peace by our own effort; the more we try in ourselves to have
peace, the less peace we will have; the only way to have peace is to enjoy Christ every
day—Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 12:3b; Eph. 3:16-17.
Rom 14:17
1 Cor 12:3b
Eph 3:16

For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit.
… and no one can say, Jesus is Lord! except in the Holy Spirit.
That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with
power through His Spirit into the inner man,
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Eph 3:17

B.

Having peace is a measurement to show us to what degree we enjoy Christ—1:2; cf. Matt.
11:28-30.
Eph 1:2
Matt 11:28
Matt 11:29
Matt 11:30

C.

That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted
and grounded in love,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Come to Me all who toil and are burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls.
For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.

We should enjoy Christ today and forget about yesterday and about tomorrow—6:25, 34;
Phil. 3:13-14; Heb. 3:7-8, 13.
Matt 6:25

Matt 6:34
Phil 3:13
Phil 3:14
Heb 3:7
Heb 3:8
Heb 3:13

Because of this, I say to you, Do not be anxious for your life, what you should eat or
what you should drink; nor for your body, what you should put on. Is not the life more
than food, and the body than clothing?
Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself;
sufficient for the day is its own evil.
Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting
the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before,
I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward.
Therefore, even as the Holy Spirit says, "Today if you hear His voice,
Do not harden your hearts as in the provocation, in the day of trial in the wilderness,
But exhort one another each day, as long as it is called "today," lest any one of you
be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin--

II. Christ is the peace between God and God’s people for their co-enjoyment in
fellowship—cf. 1 Cor. 1:9:
1 Cor 1:9

A.

God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

The one who offered the peace offering was to lay his hand on the head of the offering,
signifying the union and identification of the offerer with the offering; our fellowship with
Christ is a matter of identification, a matter of us becoming Him and of Him becoming
us—Lev. 3:2, 8, 13.
Lev 3:2

Lev 3:8
Lev 3:13

B.

The peace offering is illustrated in Luke 15:23-24 by the fattened calf as a peaceful
enjoyment between the receiving father, God, and the returning prodigal son, a sinner.
Luke 15:23
Luke 15:24

C.

And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and slaughter it at the entrance
of the Tent of Meeting, and Aaron's sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood on and
around the altar.
And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and slaughter it before the Tent
of Meeting, and Aaron's sons shall sprinkle its blood on and around the altar.
And he shall lay his hand on its head and slaughter it before the Tent of Meeting, and
Aaron's sons shall sprinkle its blood on and around the altar.

And bring the fattened calf; slaughter it, and let us eat and be merry,
Because this son of mine was dead and lives again; he was lost and has been found.
And they began to be merry.

We need to learn the secret of enjoying Christ as our peace offering—the peace of God,
which surpasses every man’s understanding—Phil. 4:12, 7; John 16:33:
Phil 4:12
Phil 4:7
John 16:33

1.

I know also how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in everything and in all things
I have learned the secret both to be filled and to hunger, both to abound and to lack.
And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard your
hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.
These things I have spoken to you that in Me you may have peace. In the world you
have affliction, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

We must learn the secret of how to take Christ as life, how to live Christ, how to magnify
Christ, and how to gain Christ in any environment and in any matter—Phil. 4:11-13:
Phil 4:11

Not that I speak according to lack, for I have learned, in whatever
circumstances I am, to be content.
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Phil 4:12

I know also how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in everything and in
all things I have learned the secret both to be filled and to hunger, both to
abound and to lack.
I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me.

Phil 4:13

a.

We need to let our requests be made known to God, talking with Him and
conferring with Him in everything—vv. 5-6; cf. Josh. 9:14; Prov. 3:5-6.
Phil 4:5
Phil 4:6
Josh 9:14
Prov 3:5
Prov 3:6

b.

“Those who do not know this secret consider to live Christ a difficult thing.
Actually, you just need to practice speaking with the Lord constantly; then
spontaneously, you will live Christ” (The Organic Aspect of God’s Salvation, p.
55)—Phil. 1:19-21a.
Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a

c.

Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near.
In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;
And the men took some of their provisions, but they did not ask for the
counsel of Jehovah.
Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, / And do not rely on your own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge Him, / And He will make your paths straight.

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition
and the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be
put to shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be
magnified in my body, whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ …

The result of practicing fellowship with God in prayer is that the peace of God,
God as peace, is infused into us for our enjoyment as the counterpoise to
troubles and the antidote to anxiety so that Christ as our forbearance can be
known to all men—4:5-7, 9; 1:20; Rom. 8:6; John 16:33:
Phil 4:5
Phil 4:6
Phil 4:7
Phil 4:9
Phil 1:20

Rom 8:6
John 16:33

1)

Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near.
In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;
And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will
guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.
The things which you have also learned and received and heard and
seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace will be with you.
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be
put to shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be
magnified in my body, whether through life or through death.
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life
and peace.
These things I have spoken to you that in Me you may have peace. In
the world you have affliction, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

Through our fellowship with God in prayer, we enjoy the Lord as a river
of peace and as a comforting mother—Isa. 66:12-13; cf. Gal. 4:26.
Isa 66:12

Isa 66:13
Gal 4:26

2)

For thus says Jehovah, / I now am extending to her / Peace like a
river, / And the glory of the nations / Like an overflowing stream; /
And you will nurse, you will be carried on the hip, / And you will be
bounced on the knees.
As one whom his mother comforts, / So will I comfort you; / And
you will be comforted in Jerusalem.
But the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother;

Through our fellowship with God in prayer, we enjoy the Lord as a refuge
from the wind, a covering from the tempest, streams of water in a dry
place, and the shadow of a massive rock in a wasted land—Isa. 32:2.
Isa 32:2

And a man will be like a refuge from the wind / And a covering from
the tempest, / Like streams of water in a dry place, / Like the
shadow of a massive rock in a wasted land.
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2.

The virtues of Christ for our experience in Philippians 4:5-9 are the expression of a
life that lives Christ as peace—1:19-21a; 2:5-13; 3:8-10:
Phil 4:5
Phil 4:6
Phil 4:7
Phil 4:8

Phil 4:9
Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a
Phil 2:5
Phil 2:6
Phil 2:7
Phil 2:8
Phil 2:9
Phil 2:10
Phil 2:11
Phil 2:12

Phil 2:13
Phil 3:8

Phil 3:9

Phil 3:10

Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near.
In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;
And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard
your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers, what things are true, what things are dignified, what things
are righteous, what things are pure, what things are lovely, what things are well
spoken of, if there is any virtue and if any praise, take account of these things.
The things which you have also learned and received and heard and seen in
me, practice these things; and the God of peace will be with you.
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and
the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to
shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in
my body, whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ …
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus,
Who, existing in the form of God, did not consider being equal with God a
treasure to be grasped,
But emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, becoming in the likeness of
men;
And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, becoming obedient
even unto death, and that the death of a cross.
Therefore also God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which
is above every name,
That in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven
and on earth and under the earth,
And every tongue should openly confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory
of God the Father.
So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence
only but now much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling;
For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His good
pleasure.
But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered
the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ
And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law,
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God
and based on faith,
To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death,

a.

3.

Paul considers forbearance and the lack of anxiety as the first two aspects of the
expression of a life that lives Christ.
b. Anxiety, coming from Satan, is the sum total of human life and disturbs the
believers’ life of living Christ; forbearance, coming from God, is the sum total
of a life that lives Christ; the two are opposites.
“Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near”—4:5:
a. Forbearance is reasonableness, considerateness, and consideration in dealing
with others, without being strict in claiming one’s legal rights; forbearance
means that we are easily satisfied, even with less than our due.
b. According to Christian experience, forbearance is all-inclusive, for it includes
all Christian virtues:
1) Forbearance includes love, patience, kindness, humility, compassion,
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c.

considerateness, and submissiveness, a willingness to yield; if we have
such an all-inclusive virtue, we shall also have righteousness and holiness.
2) Forbearance also includes self-control, moderation, gentleness,
understanding, sympathy, wisdom, mercy, peacefulness, looking to the
Lord, and even the virtue of admitting that the Lord is sovereign in all
things.
A forbearing person is one who always fits in, whose behavior is always
suitable—cf. 2 Cor. 6:1a; 10:1; Phil. 1:19; Isa. 11:2.
2 Cor 6:1a
2 Cor 10:1

Phil 1:19
Isa 11:2

d.

If we are forbearing, we shall have the wisdom and the ability to supply others
with what they need; we shall also have the full knowledge of what to say to
them and when to say it—50:4-5; Col. 1:28.
Isa 50:4

Isa 50:5
Col 1:28

e.

And working together with Him, …
But I myself, Paul, entreat you through the meekness and gentleness of
Christ, who (as you say) in person am base among you, but while absent
am bold toward you,
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition
and the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
And the Spirit of Jehovah will rest upon Him, / The Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, / The Spirit of counsel and might, / The Spirit of the
knowledge and fear of Jehovah.

The Lord Jehovah has given me / The tongue of the instructed, / That I
should know how to sustain the weary with a word. / He awakens me
morning by morning; / He awakens my ear / To hear as an instructed
one.
The Lord Jehovah has opened my ear; / And I was not rebellious, / Nor
did I turn back.
Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every man in
all wisdom that we may present every man full-grown in Christ;

To be forbearing is to consider how others will be affected by what we do or
say—2 Chron. 1:10.
2 Chron 1:10 Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in
before this people; for who can judge this great people of Yours?

f.

As an all-inclusive virtue, forbearance is Christ Himself; since Christ is
forbearance, for Paul to live was forbearance—Phil. 1:21a:
Phil 1:21a

For to me, to live is Christ …

1)

g.

To let our forbearance be known to all men is to let the Christ whom we
live and magnify, whom we take as our pattern and pursue as our goal, be
known to all men.
2) Only the Lord Jesus lived a life full of forbearance, and only Christ can be
our perfect forbearance today.
3) To make known our forbearance is to live a life that expresses Christ as
the totality of all human virtues.
Immediately after speaking about forbearance, Paul says that the Lord is near:
1) With respect to space, the Lord is near us, ready to help; with regard to
time, the Lord is at hand, coming soon—cf. Rom. 10:8-13.
Rom 10:8
Rom 10:9

Rom 10:10
Rom 10:11

But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in
your heart," that is, the word of the faith which we proclaim,
That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in
your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved;
For with the heart there is believing unto righteousness, and with
the mouth there is confession unto salvation.
For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes on Him shall not
be put to shame."

101

Rom 10:12
Rom 10:13

2)

The Lord’s being near refers primarily to His presence with us—Matt.
1:23.
Matt 1:23

4.

For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same
Lord is Lord of all and rich to all who call upon Him;
For "whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."

"Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a son, and they
shall call His name Emmanuel" (which is translated, God with us).

“In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses
every man’s understanding, will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ
Jesus”—Phil. 4:6-7:
a. The words in everything refer to the many different things that happen to us day
by day.
b. Prayer is general, having worship and fellowship as its essence; petition is
special, being for particular needs; both our prayer and our petition should be
accompanied by our giving thanks to the Lord.
c. To God denotes motion toward, in the sense of a living union and communion,
implying fellowship; hence, the sense of to God here is “in the fellowship with
God.”
d. The God of peace patrols before our hearts and thoughts in Christ, keeping us
calm and tranquil; a proper Christian life is a life of calm, tranquility, peace, and
quiet (1 Tim. 2:1-2; Isa. 30:15a); the first aspect of a life that lives Christ is
tranquility—without rivalry, vainglory, murmurings, or reasonings and without
debate, arguing, or fighting with others.
1 Tim 2:1
1 Tim 2:2
Isa 30:15a

e.

I exhort therefore, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercessions,
thanksgivings be made on behalf of all men;
On behalf of kings and all who are in high position, that we may lead a
quiet and tranquil life in all godliness and gravity.
For thus says the Lord Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, / In returning and
rest you will be saved; / In quietness and in trust will be your strength; …

Let your forbearance be known is parallel to let your requests be made known—
Phil. 4:5-6:
Phil 4:5
Phil 4:6

Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near.
In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

1)

f.

Our anxiety can be turned into forbearance by bringing every need, every
request, to God, and by conversing with Him; we should just tell Him
what we need; that is, if we have any worry or anxiety, we should just tell
Him.
2) Our letting Him know is our motion toward Him; then His response is His
dispensing, His mingling Himself with us, even before He answers our
request; the practical mingling of divinity with humanity is carried out by
the traffic described in verse 6.
If we would have a life free of anxiety, we need to realize that all our
circumstances, good or bad, have been assigned to us by God in order to serve
us in fulfilling our destiny to gain Christ, live Christ, and magnify Christ—Rom.
8:28-29; Matt. 10:29-30; 2 Cor. 4:16-18.
Rom 8:28
Rom 8:29

And we know that all things work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn
among many brothers;
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Matt 10:29
Matt 10:30
2 Cor 4:16
2 Cor 4:17
2 Cor 4:18

Are not two sparrows sold for an assarion? And not one of them will fall
to the earth apart from your Father.
But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying,
yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.
For our momentary lightness of affliction works out for us, more and
more surpassingly, an eternal weight of glory,
Because we do not regard the things which are seen but the things
which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporary, but the
things which are not seen are eternal.

III. We need to learn the secret of how to have the vital-group church life as a
house of feasting—a feast of Christ as the peace offering—where He and His
lovers can have rest and satisfaction—John 12:1-3:
John 12:1
John 12:2
John 12:3

A.

Then Jesus, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom
Jesus had raised from the dead.
Therefore they made Him a supper there; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of the
ones reclining at table with Him.
Then Mary took a pound of ointment, of very valuable pure nard, and anointed the feet of
Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the
ointment.

This church life is produced by the resurrection life—11:43-44.
John 11:43
John 11:44

B.

This church life is composed of cleansed sinners—Mark 14:3.
Mark 14:3

C.

John 16:33

Acts 3:20a

Therefore they made Him a supper there; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one
of the ones reclining at table with Him.
So that seasons of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord and that He
may send the Christ, who has been previously appointed for you, …

This church life has more sisters than brothers—John 12:2-3.
John 12:2
John 12:3

F.

Then Jesus, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany, where Lazarus was,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead.
These things I have spoken to you that in Me you may have peace. In the world you
have affliction, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

This church life is a life of feasting in and with the presence of the Lord—12:2; Acts 3:20a.
John 12:2

E.

And while He was in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as He reclined at
table, a woman came, having an alabaster flask of ointment, of very costly pure nard,
and she broke the alabaster flask and poured it over His head.

This church life is outwardly poor and afflicted—John 12:1; 16:33.
John 12:1

D.

And when He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, Lazarus, come
out!
And he who had died came out, bound hand and foot with cloths, and his face was
bound about with a handkerchief. Jesus said to them, Loose him and let him go.

Therefore they made Him a supper there; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one
of the ones reclining at table with Him.
Then Mary took a pound of ointment, of very valuable pure nard, and anointed the
feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the
fragrance of the ointment.

In this church life there are the functions of Martha (diligently serving the Lord), Lazarus
(testifying of the resurrection life), and Mary (pouring out her absolute love on the Lord)—
vv. 2-3, 9-11.
John 12:2
John 12:3

John 12:9

Therefore they made Him a supper there; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one
of the ones reclining at table with Him.
Then Mary took a pound of ointment, of very valuable pure nard, and anointed the
feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the
fragrance of the ointment.
Then a great crowd of the Jews found out that He was there, and they came, not
because of Jesus only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised
from the dead.
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John 12:10
John 12:11

And the chief priests took counsel to kill Lazarus also,
Because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed into Jesus.

IV. Our enjoyment of Christ as our peace offering in our daily life and in the
church life consummates in the New Jerusalem as the ultimate peace offering—
Rev. 21:2:
Rev 21:2

A.
B.
C.

And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband.

Jerusalem means “the foundation of peace.”
The New Jerusalem is the Triune God to be our peace, to be our safety.
The whole New Jerusalem will be an entity of peace.
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