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The most important matter for a person who serves the Lord 
is that he must see visions of God; 

under the visions from God we are directed toward God’s destination, 
and our life is controlled according to God’s economy. 

 

God needs a group of living creatures who can coordinate together 
as one corporate entity, the corporate Christ, 

for His expression, move, and administration; 
their coordination is not in themselves but in God 

and by the divine power, the divine strength, and the divine grace. 
 

We need to maintain a clear sky with the Lord, that is, 
have a clear fellowship with Him; 

in our spiritual experience, to have the throne above a clear sky 
is to allow God to have the highest and most prominent position 

in our Christian life. 
 

Through His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, 
the Lord Jesus was brought to the throne, 

and as the Pioneer and Forerunner, 
He cut the path to the throne and led the way to the throne 
so that we may follow for the fulfillment of God’s desire  

to bring us to the throne. 
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Message One 
Visions of God  

and 
the Unveiling of God’s Purpose  

and the Desire of His Heart 
RK   Hymns: 505, 538 

Scripture Reading: Ezek. 1:1, 3, 16; 8:3; 40:4; Prov. 29:18a; Acts 26:18 
Ezek 1:1 Now in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth of the month, while I was among the 

captives by the river Chebar, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. 
Ezek 1:3 The word of Jehovah came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the 

Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of Jehovah was upon him there. 
Ezek 1:16 The appearance of the wheels and their workmanship were like the sight of beryl. And the four of 

them had one likeness; that is, their appearance and their workmanship were as it were a wheel 
within a wheel.  

Ezek 8:3 And He stretched out the form of a hand and took me by a lock of my head; and the Spirit lifted 
me up between the earth and heaven and brought me to Jerusalem in the visions of God, to the 
entrance of the gate of the inner court that faces north, where the seat of the idol of jealousy was, 
which provokes to jealousy. 

Ezek 40:4 And the man said to me, Son of man, look with your eyes, and hear with your ears, and set your 
heart on all that I show you, because for this purpose you have been brought here, that it may be 
shown to you. Tell all that you see to the house of Israel. 

Prov 29:18a Where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint; … 
Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to God, 

that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been 
sanctified by faith in Me. 

 

I. “The heavens were opened and I saw visions of God”—Ezek. 1:1: 
A. The heavens were opened to Ezekiel—v. 1: 

Ezek 1:1 Now in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth of the month, while I was among 
the captives by the river Chebar, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. 

1. The opening of the heavens was God’s special visitation; the heavens were opened 
also to Jacob (Gen. 28:11-17), to Jesus (Matt. 3:16-17), to Stephen (Acts 7:56), to 
Peter (10:11), and to John (Rev. 4:2; 19:11). 
Gen 28:11 And he came to a certain place and spent the night there, because the sun had 

set. And he took one of the stones of the place and put it under his head, and 
he lay down in that place. 

Gen 28:12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, and its top 
reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it. 

Gen 28:13 And there was Jehovah, standing above it; and He said, I am Jehovah, the God 
of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie, I will 
give to you and to your seed. 

Gen 28:14 And your seed will be as the dust of the earth, and you will spread abroad to 
the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and in 
your seed will all the families of the earth be blessed. 

Gen 28:15 And, behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go and will cause 
you to return to this land, for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you. 

Gen 28:16 And Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, Surely Jehovah is in this place, and I 
did not know it. 

Gen 28:17 And he was afraid and said, How awesome is this place! This is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

Matt 3:16 And having been baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming upon Him. 
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Matt 3:17 And behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in 
whom I have found My delight. 

Acts 7:56 And he said, Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God. 

Acts 10:11 And he beheld heaven opened, and a certain vessel like a great sheet 
descending, being let down by four corners onto the earth, 

Rev 4:2 Immediately I was in spirit; and behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and 
upon the throne there was One sitting; 

Rev 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sits on it 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 

2. Ezekiel stood in the position of a priest, one who was seeking God and contacting God 
and who was connected to the heavens—Ezek. 1:3: 
Ezek 1:3 The word of Jehovah came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in 

the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of Jehovah was 
upon him there. 

a. Ezekiel was carrying out his priesthood in the spirit, serving God and 
fellowshipping with God, so that the heavens were opened, and he saw the 
glorious vision of God being life to man so that He and man could be built 
together—vv. 4, 16; 40:1— 48:35. 
Ezek 1:4 And I looked, and there came a storm wind from the north, a great cloud 

and a fire flashing incessantly; and there was a brightness around it, and 
from the midst of it there was something like the sight of electrum, from 
the midst of the fire. 

Ezek 1:16 The appearance of the wheels and their workmanship were like the sight 
of beryl. And the four of them had one likeness; that is, their appearance 
and their workmanship were as it were a wheel within a wheel.  

Ezek 40:1— 48:35 be omitted. 
b. The heavens were opened to Ezekiel and could even come down to earth, 

enabling God’s heavenly things to be seen by people on earth and to be fulfilled 
among them on earth—Rev. 1:1, 9; Gen. 28:17. 
Rev 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave to Him to show to His 

slaves the things that must quickly take place; and He made it known by 
signs, sending it by His angel to His slave John, 

Rev 1:9 I John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom 
and endurance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

Gen 28:17 And he was afraid and said, How awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

3. Whenever God finds a man on earth who is one with Him and whose heart is a 
duplication of His heart, the heavens are opened to him—Matt. 3:16. 
Matt 3:16 And having been baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water, and 

behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming upon Him. 

B. Ezekiel saw visions of God—divine, spiritual, heavenly visions— in his spirit under an 
opened heaven—Ezek. 1:1; 8:3; cf. Rev. 1:10-11; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10: 
Ezek 1:1 Now in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth of the month, while I was 

among the captives by the river Chebar, the heavens were opened and I saw visions 
of God. 

Ezek 8:3 And He stretched out the form of a hand and took me by a lock of my head; and the 
Spirit lifted me up between the earth and heaven and brought me to Jerusalem in the 
visions of God, to the entrance of the gate of the inner court that faces north, where 
the seat of the idol of jealousy was, which provokes to jealousy. 

Rev 1:10 I was in spirit on the Lord's Day and heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 
Rev 1:11 Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus 

and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia 
and to Laodicea. 
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Rev 4:2 Immediately I was in spirit; and behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and upon 
the throne there was One sitting; 

Rev 17:3 And he carried me away in spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting upon a 
scarlet beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the 
holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

1. God’s visions are His revelations, which enable us to see divine, spiritual, and 
heavenly things—Ezek. 40:4; cf. Eph. 1:17-18. 
Ezek 40:4 And the man said to me, Son of man, look with your eyes, and hear with your 

ears, and set your heart on all that I show you, because for this purpose you 
have been brought here, that it may be shown to you. Tell all that you see to 
the house of Israel. 

Eph 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him, 

Eph 1:18 The eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope of His calling, and what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints, 

2. What we present to the children of God should be visions of God, which we have seen 
in our spirit under the opened heavens through our contact with God—Acts 26:16-19; 
cf. S. S. 1:15; 7:4. 
Acts 26:16 But rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, 

to appoint you as a minister and a witness both of the things in which you have 
seen Me and of the things in which I will appear to you; 

Acts 26:17 Delivering you from the people and from the Gentiles, to whom I send you, 
Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of 

Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance 
among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me. 

Acts 26:19 Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 
S.S. 1:15 Oh, you are beautiful, my love! / Oh, you are beautiful! Your eyes are like doves. 
S.S. 7:4 Your neck is like a tower of ivory; / Your eyes, like the pools in Heshbon / By 

the gate of Bath-rabbim; / Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon, / Which faces 
Damascus. 

3. These visions will lead to the building up of God’s churches— Matt. 16:18. 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
4. The most important matter for a person who serves the Lord is that he must see visions 

of God—Prov. 29:18a; Acts 26:19: 
Prov 29:18a Where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint; … 
Acts 26:19 Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 
a. In the Bible vision denotes an extraordinary scene; it refers to a special kind of 

seeing—a glorious, inward seeing—and to the spiritual scenery that we see from 
God— Dan. 7:1, 9-10, 13-14. 
Dan 7:1 In the first year of Belshazzar the king of Babylon Daniel saw a dream 

and visions of his head upon his bed. Then he wrote down the dream; he 
related the sum of the matters. 

Dan 7:9 I watched / Until thrones were set, / And the Ancient of Days sat down. / 
His clothing was like white snow, / And the hair of His head was like pure 
wool; / His throne was flames of fire, / Its wheels, burning fire. 

Dan 7:10 A stream of fire issued forth / And came out from before Him. / 
Thousands of thousands ministered to Him, / And ten thousands of ten 
thousands stood before Him. / The court of judgment sat, / And the books 
were opened. 

Dan 7:13 I watched in the night visions, / And there with the clouds of heaven / One 
like a Son of Man was coming; / And He came to the Ancient of Days, / 
And they brought Him near before Him. 

Dan 7:14 And to Him was given dominion, glory, and a kingdom, / That all the 
peoples, nations, and languages might serve Him. / His dominion is an 
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eternal dominion, which will not pass away; / And His kingdom is one that 
will not be destroyed. 

b. In order to see a vision, we need revelation, light, and sight—Eph. 1:17-18. 
Eph 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to 

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him, 
Eph 1:18 The eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that you may know what 

is the hope of His calling, and what are the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, 

c. Visions of God govern us, restrict us, control us, preserve us, revolutionize us, 
give us the boldness to go on, and keep us in the genuine oneness—Prov. 29:18a. 
Prov 29:18a Where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint; … 

d. Under the visions from God we are directed toward God’s destination, and our 
life is controlled according to God’s economy—Phil. 3:13-14; 1 Tim. 1:4. 
Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: 

Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the 
things which are before, 

Phil 3:14 I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has 
called me upward. 

1 Tim 1:4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce 
questionings rather than God's economy, which is in faith. 

5. We need the kind of prayer that brings us into a trance and that brings a heavenly 
vision to us—Acts 10:9-16; 22:17-21: 
Acts 10:9 And on the next day as they were journeying and drawing near to the city, Peter 

went up on the housetop to pray around the sixth hour. 
Acts 10:10 And he became very hungry and wanted to eat. And while they were preparing, 

a trance came upon him; 
Acts 10:11 And he beheld heaven opened, and a certain vessel like a great sheet 

descending, being let down by four corners onto the earth, 
Acts 10:12 In which were all the four-footed animals and reptiles of the earth and birds of 

heaven. 
Acts 10:13 And a voice came to him: Rise up, Peter; slay and eat! 
Acts 10:14 But Peter said, By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything common 

and unclean. 
Acts 10:15 And a voice came to him again a second time: The things that God has 

cleansed, do not make common. 
Acts 10:16 And this occurred three times; and immediately the vessel was taken up into 

heaven. 
Acts 22:17 And when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, I went into a 

trance; 
Acts 22:18 And I saw Him saying to me, Hurry, and go quickly out of Jerusalem, because 

they will not accept your testimony concerning Me. 
Acts 22:19 And I said, Lord, they know that I was imprisoning and beating from synagogue 

to synagogue those who believe on You; 
Acts 22:20 And when the blood of Your witness Stephen was being shed, I myself also 

was standing by and approving and keeping the garments of those who did 
away with him. 

Acts 22:21 And He said to me, Go, for I will send you forth far away to the Gentiles. 
a. A trance means that we have been brought out of our self; we may be imprisoned 

in the self, but we need to pray ourselves out of that imprisonment. 
b. To be in a trance is to be out of our self, and in that trance we receive visions 

from God—10:10-11; 22:17-18. 
Acts 10:10 And he became very hungry and wanted to eat. And while they were 

preparing, a trance came upon him; 
Acts 10:11 And he beheld heaven opened, and a certain vessel like a great sheet 

descending, being let down by four corners onto the earth, 
Acts 22:17 And when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, I went 

into a trance; 



5  

Acts 22:18 And I saw Him saying to me, Hurry, and go quickly out of Jerusalem, 
because they will not accept your testimony concerning Me. 

C. God wanted Ezekiel not only to behold with his eyes but also to hear with his ears; hence, 
He gave him His words along with His visions—Ezek. 40:4: 
Ezek 40:4 And the man said to me, Son of man, look with your eyes, and hear with your ears, 

and set your heart on all that I show you, because for this purpose you have been 
brought here, that it may be shown to you. Tell all that you see to the house of Israel. 

1. God’s word to Ezekiel was not an ordinary word but an express word, a special 
word—1:3. 
Ezek 1:3 The word of Jehovah came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in 

the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of Jehovah was 
upon him there. 

2. God’s words are His explanations of His visions. 
3. We need to have an express word from the Lord— John 6:63; S. S. 8:13: 

John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have 
spoken to you are spirit and are life. 

S.S. 8:13 O you who dwell in the gardens, / My companions listen for your voice; / Let me 
hear it. 

a. God wants to give us special, fresh, and vivid words that convey His divine 
visions—1 Cor. 2:13; 1 Pet. 4:11a. 
1 Cor 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom but in 

words taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things with spiritual words. 
1 Pet 4:11a If anyone speaks, as speaking oracles of God; … 

b. We should ask God for words that will enable us to understand the visions, and 
we need the words that will enable us to proclaim and explain what we have 
seen— Ezek. 3:1-4. 
Ezek 3:1 Then He said to me, Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and 

go, speak to the house of Israel. 
Ezek 3:2 So I opened my mouth, and He gave me that scroll to eat. 
Ezek 3:3 And He said to me, Son of man, feed your stomach and fill your inward 

parts with this scroll that I am giving you. And I ate it, and it was like 
honey in my mouth in its sweetness. 

Ezek 3:4 Then He said to me, Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak 
with My words to them. 

D. God’s hand always follows His speaking; thus, the hand of Jehovah was upon Ezekiel—1:3: 
Ezek 1:3 The word of Jehovah came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land 

of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of Jehovah was upon him there. 
1. God will come in to do what He says and to work according to His speaking—v. 3; 

Psa. 33:9. 
Ezek 1:3 The word of Jehovah came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in 

the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of Jehovah was 
upon him there. 

Psa 33:9 For He spoke, and it was; / He commanded, and it stood. 
2. God’s hand upon man is for leading and directing man and for causing man to take 

action—cf. 1 Kings 18:46; Dan. 11:32b; John 7:6, 8; 2 Cor. 5:14-15. 
1 Kings 18:46 And the hand of Jehovah was upon Elijah; and he girded up his loins and ran 

before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.  
Dan 11:32b … But the people who know their God will show strength and take action. 
John 7:6 Jesus therefore said to them, My time has not yet come, but your time is 

always ready. 
John 7:8 You go up to the feast; I am not going up to this feast, because My time has 

not yet been fulfilled. 
2 Cor 5:14 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this, that One 

died for all, therefore all died; 
2 Cor 5:15 And He died for all that those who live may no longer live to themselves but to 

Him who died for them and has been raised. 
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3. May we all have an opened heaven, see God’s visions, receive God’s words, and have 
God’s leading and directing hand upon us to meet God’s need. 

 

II. Ezekiel 1 unveils to us the desire of God’s heart and the purpose that He wants 
to accomplish—vv. 4-5, 26; Eph. 1:5, 9; 3:10; Phil. 2:13; Gen. 1:26: 
Ezek 1:4 And I looked, and there came a storm wind from the north, a great cloud and a fire flashing 

incessantly; and there was a brightness around it, and from the midst of it there was 
something like the sight of electrum, from the midst of the fire. 

Ezek 1:5 And from the midst of it there came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their 
appearance: They had the likeness of a man. 

Ezek 1:26 And above the expanse that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, like the 
appearance of a sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne was One in 
appearance like a man, above it. 

Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good 
pleasure of His will, 

Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He 
purposed in Himself, 

Eph 3:10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious wisdom 
of God might be made known through the church, 

Phil 2:13 For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His good pleasure. 
Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. 

A. The biblical term that refers to the desire of God’s heart is the good pleasure of His will; the 
good pleasure of God’s will is the desire of God’s heart—Eph. 1:5: 
Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 

good pleasure of His will, 
1. The Triune God’s economy was made according to His good pleasure, and His good 

pleasure comes out of His heart’s desire—vv. 9-10; 3:9-11. 
Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, 

which He purposed in Himself, 
Eph 1:10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, 

the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him; 
Eph 3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, 

which throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things, 
Eph 3:10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the 

multifarious wisdom of God might be made known through the church, 
Eph 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

2. Out of the desire of God’s heart, His good pleasure, is God’s purpose, and out of this 
purpose is His economy—1 Tim. 1:4. 
1 Tim 1:4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce 

questionings rather than God's economy, which is in faith. 
3. Our inward joy is an indication that God is operating in us for His good pleasure and 

that we are living and walking according to His good pleasure, the desire of His 
heart— Phil. 2:13. 
Phil 2:13 For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His good 

pleasure. 
B. Ezekiel 1 unveils God’s desire to be expressed in His Son— Heb. 1:3. 

Heb 1:3 Who, being the effulgence of His glory and the impress of His substance and 
upholding and bearing all things by the word of His power, having made purification of 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

C. The One signified by the glowing electrum, the Lamb-God, dwells within us as a priceless 
treasure for His expression— 2 Cor. 4:7. 
2 Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be 

of God and not out of us. 
D. The four faces of the four living creatures signify the complete and adequate expression of 
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Christ—Ezek. 1:5-6, 10: 
Ezek 1:5 And from the midst of it there came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was 

their appearance: They had the likeness of a man. 
Ezek 1:6 And every one had four faces, and every one of them had four wings. 
Ezek 1:10 As for the likeness of their faces, they had the face of a man; and the four of them 

had the face of a lion on the right side, and the four of them had the face of an ox on 
the left side, and the four of them had the face of an eagle. 

1. The four living creatures signify a corporate entity, the corporate Christ—the 
corporate expression of God; when God gains such a corporate expression, His 
purpose will be accomplished—1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 3:10-11. 
1 Cor 12:12 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of 

the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ. 
Eph 3:10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the 

multifarious wisdom of God might be made known through the church, 
Eph 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

2. The vision in Ezekiel 1 shows us that we need to be corporate and that we need to be 
in coordination—vv. 4-5, 12. 
Ezek 1:4 And I looked, and there came a storm wind from the north, a great cloud and a 

fire flashing incessantly; and there was a brightness around it, and from the 
midst of it there was something like the sight of electrum, from the midst of the 
fire. 

Ezek 1:5 And from the midst of it there came the likeness of four living creatures. And 
this was their appearance: They had the likeness of a man. 

Ezek 1:12 And each went straight forward; wherever the Spirit was to go, they went; they 
did not turn as they went. 

E. “Upon the likeness of the throne was One in appearance like a man”—v. 26: 
1. The One on the throne looks like a man, yet with Him is the likeness of the glory of 

Jehovah (v. 28), indicating that the One sitting on the throne is both God and man; this 
is Jesus Christ, the God-man, the mingling of God and man. 
Ezek 1:28 Like the appearance of the rainbow that is in the cloud on a day of rain, such 

was the appearance of the brightness all around. This was the appearance of 
the likeness of the glory of Jehovah. And when I saw it, I fell on my face and I 
heard the voice of someone speaking.  

2. As revealed in the Bible, God’s mysterious intention in His relationship with man is to 
mingle Himself with man and thereby to become the same as man and make man the 
same as He is in life, in nature, and in expression but not in the Godhead— John 1:12-
14; 1 John 3:2; 2 Pet. 1:4; Rom. 8:29. 
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to become 

children of God, to those who believe into His name, 
John 1:13 Who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 

man, but of God. 
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His 

glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality. 
1 John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not yet been manifested what 

we will be. We know that if He is manifested, we will be like Him because we 
will see Him even as He is. 

2 Pet 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises 
that through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust. 

Rom 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to 
the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers; 

3. The One on the throne and the four living creatures both have the appearance of a man, 
indicating that the four living creatures on earth are the expression of the One on the 
throne; this is the manifestation of God in humanity— Ezek. 1:5, 26; 1 Tim. 3:15-16. 
Ezek 1:5 And from the midst of it there came the likeness of four living creatures. And 

this was their appearance: They had the likeness of a man. 
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Ezek 1:26 And above the expanse that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, 
like the appearance of a sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne 
was One in appearance like a man, above it. 

1 Tim 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the 
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth. 

1 Tim 3:16 And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in 
the flesh, / Justified in the Spirit, / Seen by angels, / Preached among the 
nations, / Believed on in the world, / Taken up in glory. 

F. The Bible as a whole, and the book of Ezekiel as a miniature of the Bible, reveal that God’s 
eternal intention is to dispense Himself into His chosen people, making them the same as He 
is in His life, His nature, and His image but not in the God- head—Eph. 3:15-16: 
Eph 3:15 Of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 

power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
1. God’s goal is that His redeemed and regenerated people into whom He is working 

Himself in Christ will be mingled with Him as one entity and be built together in Him 
to be His eternal habitation, the New Jerusalem— John 14:20; Eph. 3:16-17; 1 Cor. 
6:17; 12:12; Rev. 21:2, 10-11. 
John 14:20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, 
1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 
1 Cor 12:12 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of 

the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed 

me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 

stone, as clear as crystal. 
2. This is the central point of the revelation of the Bible and also of the visions presented 

in the book of Ezekiel—Eph. 1:17-23; 3:15-21; Rev. 21:2, 10-11. 
Eph 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a 

spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him, 
Eph 1:18 The eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that you may know what is the 

hope of His calling, and what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints, 

Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, 
according to the operation of the might of His strength, 

Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating 
Him at His right hand in the heavenlies, 

Eph 1:21 Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is 
named not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 

Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 
things to the church, 

Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 3:15 Of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, 
Eph 3:18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and 

length and height and depth are 
Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled 

unto all the fullness of God. 
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Eph 3:20 But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power which operates in us, 

Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed 
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 
stone, as clear as crystal. 
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