Message Four

The Three Tabernacles
JL Hymns: 194, 851
Scripture Reading: Exo. 25:9; 40:34; Psa. 84:1-11;
John 1:14; 2:19-21; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; Rev. 21:3, 22
Exo 25:9 According to all that | show you, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings,
even so shall you make it.
Exo 40:34  Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle.

Psa 84:1 How lovely are Your tabernacles, / O Jehovah of hosts!

Psa 84:2 My soul longs, indeed even faints, / For the courts of Jehovah; / My heart and my flesh cry out /
To the living God.

Psa 84:3 At Your two altars even the sparrow has found a home; / And the swallow, a nest for herself, /
Where she may lay her young, / O Jehovah of hosts, my King and my God.

Psa 84:4 Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; / They will yet be praising You. Selah.

Psa 84:5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, / In whose heart are the highways to Zion.

Psa 84:6 Passing through the valley of Baca, / They make it a spring; / Indeed the early rain covers it with
blessings.

Psa 84:7 They go from strength to strength; / Each appears before God in Zion.

Psa 84:8 O Jehovah God of hosts, hear my prayer; / Give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah.

Psa 84:9 Behold our shield, O God; / And look upon the face of Your anointed.

Psa 84:10 For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand; / | would rather stand at the threshold of the
house of my God / Than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

Psa 84:11 For Jehovah God is a sun and a shield; / Jehovah gives grace and glory; / He does not withhold
anything good / From those who walk uprightly.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the
only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

John 2:19 Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.

John 2:20 Then the Jews said, This temple was built in forty-six years, and You will raise it up in three days?

John 2:21 But He spoke of the temple of His body.

1Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

1Cor 3:17 If anyone destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him; for the temple of God is holy, and
such are you.

Rev 21:3 And | heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and
He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God Himself will be with them and
be their God.

Rev 21:22  And | saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

I. The three tabernacles in the Holy Scriptures—the type of the tabernacle, the
reality of the tabernacle, and the consummation of the tabernacle—reveal the
goal of God’s economy to have a corporate people to be His dwelling place for
His expression and representation in eternity—Gen. 1:26; Exo. 40:34; Reuv.
21:2-3, 10-11; 22:1, 5:

Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and

over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.
Exo 40:34  Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle.

Rev 21:2 And | saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband.
Rev 21:3 And | heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with

men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God Himself will
be with them and be their God.

Rev 21:10  And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy
city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,

Rev 21:11  Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as
clear as crystal.

Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of
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Rev 22:5

A.

God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.

And night will be no more; and they have no need of the light of a lamp and of the light of

the sun, for the Lord God will shine upon them; and they will reign forever and ever.
The type of the tabernacle in the Old Testament is a full and complete revelation of the
individual Christ as the Head and the corporate Christ as the Body, the church, including
many details of the experience of Christ for the church life (as God’s dwelling place, the
tabernacle and the temple were one)—Exo. 25:9; 1 Kings 8:1-11; Heb. 9:4.

Exo 25:9

1 Kings 8:1

1 Kings 8:2

1 Kings 8:3
1 Kings 8:4

1 Kings 8:5

1 Kings 8:6

1 Kings 8:7

1 Kings 8:8

1 Kings 8:9

1 Kings 8:10
1 Kings 8:11

Heb 9:4

According to all that | show you, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its
furnishings, even so shall you make it.

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the
leaders of the fathers' houses of the children of Israel, before King Solomon in
Jerusalem in order to bring up the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah from the city of
David, which is Zion.

And all the men of Israel assembled themselves before King Solomon at the feast in
the month of Ethnaim, which is the seventh month.

And when all the elders of Israel came, the priests took up the Ark;

And they brought up the Ark of Jehovah and the Tent of Meeting and all the holy
vessels that were in the tent; and the priests and Levites brought them up.

And King Solomon and all the assembly of Israel, who had assembled before him and
were with him before the Ark, were sacrificing sheep and oxen which could not be
counted or numbered for multitude.

And the priests brought the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah to its place, into the
innermost sanctuary of the house, into the Holy of Holies under the wings of the
cherubim.

For the cherubim had their wings spread out over the place of the Ark, and the
cherubim covered the Ark and its poles overhead.

And the poles extended out so that the ends of the poles could be seen from the Holy
Place before the innermost sanctuary, but they were not seen outside; and they are
there to this day.

There was nothing in the Ark except the two stone tablets, which Moses placed there
at Horeb when Jehovah made a covenant with the children of Israel when they came
out of the land of Egypt.

And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, the cloud filled the house of
Jehovah;

And the priests were not able to stand and minister because of the cloud, for the glory
of Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah.

Having a golden altar and the Ark of the Covenant covered about everywhere with
gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna and Aaron's rod that budded
and the tablets of the covenant,

The reality of the tabernacle in the New Testament is the incarnated Christ, the individual
Christ, and the corporate Christ, the Body of Christ; through His death and resurrection the
individual Christ was enlarged to be the corporate Christ, the church, composed of the New
Testament believers as the temple, the house of God, and the Body of Christ—John 1:14;
2:19-21; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; 1 Tim. 3:15; Heb. 3:6; 1 Cor. 12:12.

John 1:14

John 2:19

John 2:20

John 2:21
1 Cor 3:16

1 Cor 3:17

1 Tim 3:15

And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory,
glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it
up.

Then the Jews said, This temple was built in forty-six years, and You will raise it up in
three days?

But He spoke of the temple of His body.

Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in
you?

If anyone destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him; for the temple of God is
holy, and such are you.

But if | delay, | write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.
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Heb 3:6 But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house, whose house we are if indeed we
hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.

1Cor 12:12 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of the
body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ.

The consummation of the tabernacle as the conclusion of the complete Bible is the New

Jerusalem, a great corporate God-man as the eternal, enlarged, universal, divine-human

incorporation of the processed and consummated Triune God with His regenerated,

transformed, and glorified tripartite people—Rev. 21:3, 22; 22:17a.

Rev 21:3 And | heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God
Himself will be with them and be their God.

Rev 21:22  And | saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

Rev 22:17a  And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, Come! ...

Psalm 84 is the secret revelation of the enjoyment of Christ as the fulfillment of
the type of the tabernacle so that we may be incorporated into Him to become
the reality and consummation of the tabernacle—vv. 1-11:

Psa 84 Omitted.

Psa 84:1 How lovely are Your tabernacles, / O Jehovah of hosts!

Psa 84:2 My soul longs, indeed even faints, / For the courts of Jehovah; / My heart and my flesh cry
out/ To the living God.

Psa 84:3 At Your two altars even the sparrow has found a home; / And the swallow, a nest for
herself, / Where she may lay her young, / O Jehovah of hosts, my King and my God.

Psa 84:4 Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; / They will yet be praising You. Selah.

Psa 84:5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, / In whose heart are the highways to Zion.

Psa 84:6 Passing through the valley of Baca, / They make it a spring; / Indeed the early rain covers it

with blessings.

Psa 84:7 They go from strength to strength; / Each appears before God in Zion.

Psa 84:8 O Jehovah God of hosts, hear my prayer; / Give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah.

Psa 84:9 Behold our shield, O God; / And look upon the face of Your anointed.

Psa 84:10 For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand; / | would rather stand at the threshold of

the house of my God / Than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

Psa 84:11 For Jehovah God is a sun and a shield; / Jehovah gives grace and glory; / He does not

A.

withhold anything good / From those who walk uprightly.

The deeper love and sweeter experience of the house of God in Psalm 84 comes after the

experience of God’s dealing and stripping and is recovered by the experience of God as our

unique portion and by Christ’s being given the unique position—73:17, 25-26; 80:15, 17,

Col. 1:17Db, 18b.

Psa 84 Omitted.

Psa 73:17 Until | went into the sanctuary of God; / Then | perceived their end.

Psa 73:25  Whom do | have in heaven but You? / And besides You there is nothing | desire on
earth.

Psa 73:26 My flesh and my heart fail, / But God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever.

Psa 80:15 Even the stock which Your right hand has planted / And the son whom You have
strengthened for Yourself.

Psa 80:17 Let Your hand be upon the man of Your right hand, / Upon the son of man whom You
have strengthened for Yourself;

Col 1:17b ... and all things cohere in Him;

Col 1:18b ... He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the
first place in all things;

God’s purpose in dealing with His holy people is that they would be emptied of everything

to receive only God as their gain and be rebuilt with the Divine Trinity to become the

masterpiece of God, fulfilling God’s eternal economy for His expression—Job 10:13; Eph.

3:9-11; 2:10.

Job 10:13 But You have hidden these things in Your heart; / | know that this is with You:

Eph 3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which
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Eph 3:10

Eph 3:11
Eph 2:10

throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things,

In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious
wisdom of God might be made known through the church,

According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord,

For we are His masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand in order that we would walk in them.

C. God is faithful to take away all our idols and to lead us into His economy for us to enjoy
Christ so that He may have a recovery purely and wholly of the person of Christ—1 Cor.
1:9; 1 John 5:21; cf. Jer. 2:13; Lam. 3:22-24.

1Cor 1.9

1 John 5:21

Jer 2:13

Lam 3:22

Lam 3:23
Lam 3:24

God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Little children, guard yourselves from idols.

For My people have committed two evils: / They have forsaken Me, / The fountain of
living waters, / To hew out for themselves cisterns, / Broken cisterns, / Which hold no
water.

It is Jehovah's lovingkindness that we are not consumed, / For His compassions do
not fail;

They are new every morning; / Great is Your faithfulness.

Jehovah is my portion, says my soul; / Therefore | hope in Him.

I11. The intrinsic content of Psalm 84 is the secret revelation concerning the
enjoyment of Christ as the incarnated Triune God, the God-man—Col. 2:9;

1:12:

Psa 84 Omitted.

Col 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

Col 1:12 Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion of the

saints in the light;
A. The center of this secret revelation is the house of God (Psa. 84:4, 10a), typified by the
tabernacle (Exo. 40:2-8) and by the temple (1 Kings 6:1-3; 8:3-11).

Psa 84:4
Psa 84:10a
Exo 40:2
Exo 40:3
Exo 40:4
Exo 40:5
Exo 40:6
Exo 40:7

Exo 40:8

1 Kings 6:1

1 Kings 6:2
1 Kings 6:3

1 Kings 8:3
1 Kings 8:4

1 Kings 8:5

Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; / They will yet be praising You. Selah.
For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand;...

On the first day of the first month you shall raise up the tabernacle of the Tent of
Meeting.

And you shall put the Ark of the Testimony there, and you shall screen the Ark with
the veil.

And you shall bring in the table and arrange its setting, and you shall bring in the
lampstand and set up its lamps.

And you shall put the golden altar for incense before the Ark of the Testimony and set
up the screen of the entrance to the tabernacle.

And you shall put the altar of burnt offering before the entrance of the tabernacle of
the Tent of Meeting.

And you shall put the laver between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and put water
there.

And you shall set up the court all around and put up the screen of the gate of the
court.

Then in the four hundred eightieth year after the children of Israel had come forth out
of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of his reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv (this
is the second month), Solomon began to build the house of Jehovah.

And the house which King Solomon built to Jehovah was sixty cubits long and twenty
cubits wide and thirty cubits high.

And the portico that was before the temple of the house was twenty cubits long,
across the width of the house, and ten cubits deep, in front of the house.

And when all the elders of Israel came, the priests took up the Ark;

And they brought up the Ark of Jehovah and the Tent of Meeting and all the holy
vessels that were in the tent; and the priests and Levites brought them up.

And King Solomon and all the assembly of Israel, who had assembled before him and
were with him before the Ark, were sacrificing sheep and oxen which could not be

33



counted or numbered for multitude.

1Kings 8:6 And the priests brought the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah to its place, into the
innermost sanctuary of the house, into the Holy of Holies under the wings of the
cherubim.

1 Kings 8:7 For the cherubim had their wings spread out over the place of the Ark, and the
cherubim covered the Ark and its poles overhead.

1 Kings 8:8 And the poles extended out so that the ends of the poles could be seen from the Holy
Place before the innermost sanctuary, but they were not seen outside; and they are
there to this day.

1Kings 8:9 There was nothing in the Ark except the two stone tablets, which Moses placed there
at Horeb when Jehovah made a covenant with the children of Israel when they came
out of the land of Egypt.

1 Kings 8:10 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, the cloud filled the house of
Jehovah;

1 Kings 8:11 And the priests were not able to stand and minister because of the cloud, for the glory
of Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah.

B. Christ as the embodiment of the Triune God (Col. 2:9) is the fulfillment of the types of the

tabernacle and the temple:
Col 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
1. This fulfillment commenced in His incarnation as the individual Christ (John 1:14;
2:21) and will continue (1 Tim. 3:15-16) until it consummates in the New Jerusalem as
the corporate Christ, the great God-man (Rev. 21:2-3, 22).
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His
glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.
John 2:21 But He spoke of the temple of His body.
1Tim 3:15  Butif | delay, | write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the
truth.
1Tim 3:16  And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in
the flesh, / Justified in the Spirit, / Seen by angels, / Preached among the
nations, / Believed on in the world, / Taken up in glory.

Rev 21:2 And | saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
Rev 21:3 And | heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of

God is with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His
peoples, and God Himself will be with them and be their God.
Rev 21:22  And | saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple.
2.  The New Testament, from Matthew through Revelation, covers the entire span of the
incarnation of the Triune God and is a record of the divine incarnation.
3. The enjoyment of Christ as the incarnated Triune God in God’s house is portrayed by

the arrangement of the tabernacle and its furnishings (see diagram).

IV. The psalmist’s longing and even fainting to be in God’s tabernacles indicate to
what extent the psalmist loved God’s tabernacles; this love was matured
through many trials—Psa. 84:2.

Psa 84:2 My soul longs, indeed even faints, / For the courts of Jehovah; / My heart and my flesh cry
out / To the living God.

V. “At Your two altars even the sparrow has found a home; / And the swallow, a

nest for herself, / Where she may lay her young, / O Jehovah of hosts, my King

and my God”—V. 3:

A. The two altars—the bronze altar for the sacrifices and the golden altar of incense—are the
leading consummations of the work of the incarnated Triune God, who is Christ as the
embodiment of God for His increase—Exo. 40:5-6:
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Exo 40:5 And you shall put the golden altar for incense before the Ark of the Testimony and set

up the screen of the entrance to the tabernacle.

Exo 40:6 And you shall put the altar of burnt offering before the entrance of the tabernacle of

1.

the Tent of Meeting.
At the bronze altar, a type of the cross of Christ, our problems before God are solved
through the crucified Christ as the sacrifices; this qualifies us to enter into the
tabernacle, a type of Christ as the incarnated and enterable Triune God, and to contact
God at the incense altar.
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At the golden altar of incense in front of the Holy of Holies (Heb. 9:4), the resurrected
Christ in His ascension is the incense for us to be accepted by God in peace; through
our prayer at the incense altar, we enter into the Holy of Holies—our spirit (10:19)—
where we experience Christ as the Ark of the Testimony with its contents.

Heb 9:4 Having a golden altar and the Ark of the Covenant covered about everywhere
with gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna and Aaron's rod
that budded and the tablets of the covenant,

Heb 10:19  Having therefore, brothers, boldness for entering the Holy of Holies in the blood
of Jesus,

Through such an experience of Christ we are incorporated into the tabernacle, the

incarnated Triune God, to become a part of the corporate Christ (1 Cor. 12:12) as

God’s testimony for His manifestation:

1 Cor 12:12 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of
the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ.

a. The bronze altar for the sacrifices is related to God’s judicial redemption
accomplished in the physical realm by Christ in His earthly ministry—Rom.
5:10a; 8:3; Heb. 9:14; 7:27; 10:10.

Rom 5:10a  For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of
His Son, ...

Rom 8:3 For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh,
God, sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and
concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh,

Heb 9:14 How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?

Heb 7:27 Who does not have daily need, as the high priests do, to offer up
sacrifices first for his own sins and then for those of the people; for this
He did once for all when He offered up Himself.

Heb 10:10 By which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all.

b.  The golden altar of incense is related to God’s organic salvation carried out in
the divine and mystical realm by Christ in His heavenly ministry—Rom. 8:34;
Heb. 7:25; 9:24.

Rom 8:34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ Jesus who died and, rather, who
was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for
us.

Heb 7:25 Hence also He is able to save to the uttermost those who come forward
to God through Him, since He lives always to intercede for them.

Heb 9:24 For Christ did not enter into a holy place made by hands, a figure of the
true, but into heaven itself, to appear now before the face of God for us;

Through these two altars God’s redeemed, the “sparrows” and “swallows,” can find a nest

as their refuge and a home with God in rest—cf. Psa. 90:1; 91:1:
Psa 90:1 O Lord, You have been our dwelling place / In all generations.
Psa 91:1 He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High / Will abide in the shadow of the

1.

Almighty.

The cross of Christ, typified by the bronze altar, is our “nest,” our refuge, where we
are saved from our troubles and where we “lay” our young, that is, produce new
believers through the preaching of the gospel.

When we experience the resurrected Christ in His ascension, typified by the golden
altar of incense, we are accepted by God in such a Christ and find a home, a place of
rest, in the house of God.

This house is the processed and consummated Triune God united, mingled, and
incorporated with all His redeemed, regenerated, and transformed elect (John 14:1-23)
to be the Body of Christ in the present age and the New Jerusalem as the mutual
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dwelling place of God and His redeemed in eternity (Rev. 21:3, 22).

John 14:1 Do not let your heart be troubled; believe into God, believe also into Me.

John 14:2 In My Father's house are many abodes; if it were not so, | would have told you;
for 1 go to prepare a place for you.

John 14:3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | am coming again and will receive you
to Myself, so that where | am you also may be.

John 14:4 And where | am going you know the way.

John 14:5 Thomas said to Him, Lord, we do not know where You are going; how can we
know the way?

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, | am the way and the reality and the life; no one comes to
the Father except through Me.

John 14:7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and henceforth
you know Him and have seen Him.

John 14:8 Philip said to Him, Lord, show us the Father and it is sufficient for us.

John 14:9 Jesus said to him, Have | been so long a time with you, and you have not
known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how is it that you
say, Show us the Father?

John 14:10 Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words
that | say to you | do not speak from Myself, but the Father who abides in Me
does His works.

John 14:11 Believe Me that | am in the Father and the Father is in Me; but if not, believe
because of the works themselves.

John 14:12  Truly, truly, | say to you, He who believes into Me, the works which | do he shall
do also; and greater than these he shall do because | am going to the Father.

John 14:13 And whatever you ask in My name, that | will do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.

John 14:14  If you ask Me anything in My name, | will do it.

John 14:15 If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.

John 14:16  And | will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, that He may
be with you forever,

John 14:17 Even the Spirit of reality, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not
behold Him or know Him; but you know Him, because He abides with you and
shall be in you.

John 14:18 | will not leave you as orphans; | am coming to you.

John 14:19  Yet a little while and the world beholds Me no longer, but you behold Me;
because | live, you also shall live.

John 14:20 In that day you will know that | am in My Father, and you in Me, and | in you.

John 14:21  He who has My commandments and keeps them, he is the one who loves Me;
and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | will love him and will
manifest Myself to him.

John 14:22  Judas, not Iscariot, said to Him, Lord, and what has happened that You are to
manifest Yourself to us and not to the world?

John 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word,
and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with
him.

Rev 21:3 And | heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of
God is with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His
peoples, and God Himself will be with them and be their God.

Rev 21:22  And | saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its

temple.

V1. “Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; / They will yet be praising You.
Selah... / O Jehovah of hosts, blessed is the man / Who trusts in You”—Psa.
84:4,12:

A. In type, the house is the church as a totality (1 Tim. 3:15), and the tabernacles (Psa. 84:1)

are the local churches (Rev. 1:11).
1Tim 3:15 But if | delay, | write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.
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Psa 84:1 How lovely are Your tabernacles, / O Jehovah of hosts!

Rev 1:11 Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus
and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia
and to Laodicea.

Praising the Lord should be our living, and our church life should be a life of praising—Psa.

22:3; 50:23; 1 Thes. 5:16-19; Phil. 4:4, 11-13.

Psa 22:3 But You are holy, You who sit enthroned / Upon the praises of Israel.

Psa50:23  Whoever offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving glorifies Me; / And to him who sets his way
right | will show the salvation of God.

1 Thes 5:16 Always rejoice,

1 Thes 5:17 Unceasingly pray,

1 Thes 5:18 In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

1 Thes 5:19 Do not quench the Spirit;

Phil 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, rejoice.

Phil 4:11 Not that | speak according to lack, for | have learned, in whatever circumstances | am,
to be content.

Phil 4:12 I know also how to be abased, and | know how to abound; in everything and in all
things | have learned the secret both to be filled and to hunger, both to abound and to
lack.

Phil 4:13 | am able to do all things in Him who empowers me.

In the church life we trust in God, not in ourselves or in our natural human ability, to work
out a solution to our difficult situations—2 Cor. 1:8-9, 12.

2 Cor 1:8 For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of our affliction which befell us in
Asia, that we were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that we despaired
even of living.

2 Cor 1:9 Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should not base

our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead;

2 Cor 1:12  For our boasting is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in singleness and
sincerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have conducted
ourselves in the world, and more abundantly toward you.

VIl.“Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, / In whose heart are the
highways to Zion”—Psa. 84:5; cf. Phil. 4:13; John 15:5:

Phil 4:13 | am able to do all things in Him who empowers me.

John 15:5 | am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and | in him, he bears much fruit;

for apart from Me you can do nothing.

A. The highways to Zion signify our intention to enter into the church as the house of God and
are the blessed highways for seeking the incarnated Triune God in His consummations,
typified by the furniture in the tabernacle—Heb. 10:19-22.

Heb 10:19  Having therefore, brothers, boldness for entering the Holy of Holies in the blood of
Jesus,

Heb 10:20  Which entrance He initiated for us as a new and living way through the veil, that is,
His flesh,

Heb 10:21  And having a great Priest over the house of God,

Heb 10:22  Let us come forward to the Holy of Holies with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and having our bodies washed
with pure water.

B. On the one hand, we have entered into God; on the other hand, we are still on the highways
to enter into God.

C. The highways to Zion in our heart mean that we need to take the way of the church

internally, not externally; when we are deeply in the inner life, we will certainly be in the

way of the church; the highways to Zion will be within our heart—cf. 1 John 1:3-4.

1John 1:3  That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that you also may have
fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son
Jesus Christ.

1John 1:4  And these things we write that our joy may be made full.
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Zion is the very spot where God is, the Holy of Holies; the overcomers become Zion, and

the Lord’s recovery is to build up Zion—Rev. 21:16; cf. Exo. 26:2-8; 1 Kings 6:20; cf. Rev.

2:7.

Rev 21:16  And the city lies square, and its length is as great as the breadth. And he measured
the city with the reed to a length of twelve thousand stadia; the length and the breadth
and the height of it are equal.

Exo 26:2 The length of each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the width of each curtain,
four cubits; all the curtains shall have the same measurement.

Exo 26:3 Five curtains shall be joined to one another; and the other five curtains shall be joined
to one another.

Exo 26:4 And you shall make loops of blue strands on the edge of the one curtain at the end in
the set; and likewise you shall make them in the edge of the outermost curtain in the
second set.

Exo 26:5 You shall make fifty loops on the one curtain, and you shall make fifty loops on the
edge of the curtain that is in the second set; the loops shall be opposite one another.

Exo 26:6 And you shall make fifty clasps of gold, and join the curtains to one another with the
clasps, so that the tabernacle may become one.

Exo 26:7 And you shall make curtains of goats' hair for a tent over the tabernacle; eleven
curtains you shall make in all.

Exo 26:8 The length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the width of each curtain, four

cubits; the eleven curtains shall have the same measurement.

1 Kings 6:20 And the interior of the innermost sanctuary was twenty cubits long and twenty cubits
wide and twenty cubits high; and he overlaid it with pure gold, and he overlaid the
cedar altar.

Rev 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, to him | will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.

VIII. “Passing through the valley of Baca, / They make it a spring; / Indeed the
early rain covers it with blessings”—Psa. 84:6:

A.

Baca means “weeping”; on the one hand, those on the highways to Zion are strengthened in
God (v. 5); on the other hand, they are opposed by Satan, who causes them to suffer

persecution.

Psa 84:5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, / In whose heart are the highways to
Zion.

The trouble and persecution caused by Satan can make the highways a valley of weeping;

this special term indicates that the psalmist had been disciplined by God and had been

stripped by Him.

The highways to Zion are not external, superficial, or cheap; we must pay a price to take the

way of the church—Phil. 3:7-8; Matt. 25:9; Rev. 3:18; Acts 20:19, 31; Psa. 56:8.

Phil 3:7 But what things were gains to me, these | have counted as loss on account of Christ.

Phil 3:8 But moreover | also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom | have suffered the loss of
all things and count them as refuse that | may gain Christ

Matt 25:9 But the prudent answered, saying, Perhaps there will not be enough for us and for
you; go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.

Rev 3:18 | counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire that you may be rich, and white
garments that you may be clothed and that the shame of your nakedness may not be
manifested, and eyesalve to anoint your eyes that you may see.

Acts 20:19  Serving the Lord as a slave with all humility and tears and trials which came upon me
by the plots of the Jews;

Acts 20:31  Therefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, | did not cease
admonishing each one with tears.

Psa 56:8 You have counted my wanderings. / Put my tears into Your bottle. / Are they not in
Your book?

When we pass through the valley of Baca, God makes this valley a spring (cf. Col. 1:24;

Heb. 10:34); this spring is the Spirit (John 4:14; 7:38-39).
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Col 1:24 I now rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf and fill up on my part that which is
lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body, which is the church;

Heb 10:34  For you both sympathized with those in bonds and accepted with joy the plundering of
your possessions, knowing that you yourselves have a better possession and one
that abides.

John 4:14 But whoever drinks of the water that | will give him shall by no means thirst forever;
but the water that | will give him will become in him a spring of water springing up into
eternal life.

John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow
rivers of living water.

John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about
to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

E. The more we weep on the highways to Zion, the more we receive the Spirit; while we are
weeping, we are being filled with the Spirit, and the Spirit becomes our spring.

F.  Those who come into the church life by passing through the valley of weeping find that this
weeping eventually becomes a great blessing to them; this blessing is the Spirit.

G. The tears they shed are their own, but these tears issue in a spring, which becomes the early

rain, the Spirit as the blessing—Zech. 10:1; Gal. 3:14; Eph. 1:3.
Zech 10:1 Ask rain of Jehovah / At the time of spring rain, / Of Jehovah who makes the lightning,
/ And He will give them showers of rain, / To everyone herbage in the field.

Gal 3:14 In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with

every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ,

IX. “They go from strength to strength; / Each appears before God in Zion... / For
a day in Your courts is better than a thousand; / | would rather stand at the
threshold of the house of my God / Than dwell in the tents of the wicked. / For
Jehovah God is a sun and a shield; / Jehovah gives grace and glory”—Psa.

84:7,10-11a:
A. The more we go on in the church life, the more strength we will gain—cf. Prov. 4:18; 2 Cor.
3:18.

Prov 4:18 But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, / Which shines brighter and
brighter until the full day.

2 Cor 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the
Lord Spirit.

B. If our service is intrinsically according to God’s will in the church life, each day will be
worth many days in God’s eyes—Joel 2:25a.

Joel 2:25a  And | will restore to you the years / That the swarming locust has eaten, The licking
locust and the consuming locust and the cutting locust, ...

C. The blessings of dwelling in the house of God are our enjoyment of the incarnated and
consummated Triune God as our sun to supply us with life (John 1:4; 8:12), as our shield to
protect us from God’s enemy (Eph. 6:11-17), as grace for our inward enjoyment (John 1:14,
17), and as glory for the outward manifestation of God in splendor (Rev. 21:11, 23).

John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
John 8:12 Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, | am the light of the world; he who
follows Me shall by no means walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems
of the deuvil,
Eph 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the

authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenlies.

Eph 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand.
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Eph 6:14

Eph 6:15
Eph 6:16

Eph 6:17
John 1:14

John 1:17
Rev 21:11

Rev 21:23

Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth and having put on the breastplate
of righteousness

And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the gospel of peace;

Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to
guench all the flaming darts of the evil one.

And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the
word of God,

And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory,
glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

For the law was given through Moses; grace and reality came through Jesus Christ.
Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone,
as clear as crystal.

And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon that they should shine in it, for the
glory of God illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.
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