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Message Twelve 

The Erecting of the Tabernacle and 

the Tabernacle, the Cloud, and the Glory 

Being a Full Type of the Triune God 
RK  Hymns: 1113, 976 

Scripture Reading: Exo. 40:2-3, 9, 17, 34-38; John 1:14, 32; 1 Cor. 10:1-2; 12:13 
Exo 40:2 On the first day of the first month you shall raise up the tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting. 
Exo 40:3 And you shall put the Ark of the Testimony there, and you shall screen the Ark with the veil. 
Exo 40:9 And you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and sanctify it 

and all its utensils; and it shall be holy. 
Exo 40:17 And in the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was raised 

up. 
Exo 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 
Exo 40:35 And Moses was not able to enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud settled on it and the 

glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 
Exo 40:36 And whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel set out on 

all their journeys; 
Exo 40:37 But if the cloud was not taken up, they did not set out until the day that it was taken up. 
Exo 40:38 For the cloud of Jehovah was upon the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in it by night, in the 

sight of all the house of Israel on all their journeys. 
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the 

only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality. 
John 1:32 And John testified saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He abode 

upon Him. 
1 Cor 10:1 For I do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all 

passed through the sea; 
1 Cor 10:2 And all were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 
1 Cor 12:13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves 

or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit. 
 

I. With respect to man, the tabernacle was the Tent of Meeting, but with respect 

to God, it was the tabernacle; the tabernacle is related to God’s testimony 

(Exo. 38:21), whereas the Tent of Meeting is more outward, external, related to 

God’s interest on earth and to His move. 
Exo 38:21 This is the sum of the things for the tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the Testimony, as they 

were counted according to the commandment of Moses for the service of the Levites by the 
hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 

 

II. The first item of the furniture to be put into the tabernacle was the Ark, 

indicating that the Ark was the central item of the tabernacle and its 

furniture—40:3, 20-21: 
Exo 40:3 And you shall put the Ark of the Testimony there, and you shall screen the Ark with the veil. 
Exo 40:20 Then he took the Testimony and put it into the Ark, and he set the poles onto the Ark and 

put the expiation cover upon the Ark above it. 
Exo 40:21 And he brought the Ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil for the screen and screened 

the Ark of the Testimony, as Jehovah had commanded Moses. 

A. Most Christians focus on the experience of salvation at the altar, but the book of Exodus 

reveals that God’s intention is to have the Ark of the Testimony in the Tabernacle of the 

Testimony—40:2-3. 
Exo 40:2 On the first day of the first month you shall raise up the tabernacle of the Tent of 

Meeting. 
Exo 40:3 And you shall put the Ark of the Testimony there, and you shall screen the Ark with 

the veil. 

B. Eventually, the Ark in the tabernacle will consummate in an eternal tabernacle, the New 
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Jerusalem, with the Ark, the redeeming Christ, as the center—Rev. 21:2-3; 22:1. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:3 And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is 

with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God 
Himself will be with them and be their God. 

Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 

C. God’s eternal goal is to have the New Jerusalem as the ultimate fulfillment of the tabernacle 

and the Ark. 
 

III. The tabernacle, the cloud, and the glory are a full type of the Triune God—

Exo. 40:2, 34-35: 
Exo 40:2 On the first day of the first month you shall raise up the tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting. 
Exo 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 
Exo 40:35 And Moses was not able to enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud settled on it and 

the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 

A. When the tabernacle was raised up, covered by the cloud, and filled with the glory, it 

became a full type of the Triune God: 

1. The type of the tabernacle was fulfilled in Christ, the second of the Trinity, God the 

Son incarnated—John 1:14a. 
John 1:14a And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His 

glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), … 

2. The cloud that descended and covered the tabernacle is a type of the Holy Spirit, the 

third of the Trinity—1 Cor. 10:1-2; 12:13. 
1 Cor 10:1 For I do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, that all our fathers were under 

the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 
1 Cor 10:2 And all were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 
1 Cor 12:13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or 

Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit. 

3. John the Baptist saw the Spirit descending upon Christ, who was identified as the 

fulfillment of the type of the tabernacle—John 1:32, 14a. 
John 1:32 And John testified saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out of 

heaven, and He abode upon Him. 
John 1:14a And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His 

glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father),… 

4. John 1:14 says, “We beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father”; 

this glory corresponds to the glory that filled the tabernacle. 

5. The picture of the tabernacle covered by the descending cloud and filled with the glory 

of Jehovah in Exodus 40 was fulfilled in John 1: 
Exo 40 Omitted.  
John 1 Omitted. 

a. When we read John 1, we need to see that Christ as the fulfillment of the 

tabernacle is with us today, that the covering Spirit is upon this tabernacle, and 

that the glory is filling this tabernacle—vv. 14, 32. 
John 1 Omitted. 
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld 

His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and 
reality. 

John 1:32 And John testified saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out of 
heaven, and He abode upon Him. 

b. This revelation of the Triune God is not mere doctrine; we are seeing a vision of 

the living Trinity. 

6. Because the tabernacle is a type of Christ, the cloud represents the Spirit, and glory is 
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God Himself expressed, the picture of the tabernacle covered by the cloud and filled 

with glory embodies the entire Triune God in figure—Exo. 40:34-35. 
Exo 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the 

tabernacle. 
Exo 40:35 And Moses was not able to enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud 

settled on it and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 

B. The day that the tabernacle was raised up, that the cloud descended and covered it, and that 

the glory entered and filled it was a great day—vv. 2, 34-35: 
Exo 40:2 On the first day of the first month you shall raise up the tabernacle of the Tent of 

Meeting. 
Exo 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the 

tabernacle. 
Exo 40:35 And Moses was not able to enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud settled on it 

and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 

1. Never before had the Triune God been embodied on earth; the embodiment of the 

Triune God was God’s goal throughout Genesis and Exodus—Gen. 1:26. 
Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven 
and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth. 

2. The tabernacle covered by the cloud and filled with glory was a great blessing to the 

children of Israel, but today we have the reality of what they had only in figure—John 

14:2-3, 6, 10-11, 16-18, 20, 26; 15:1, 4-5, 16, 26; Eph. 1:3-23; 2:18-22; 3:16-21; 4:4-6. 
John 14:2 In My Father's house are many abodes; if it were not so, I would have told you; 

for I go to prepare a place for you. 
John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I am coming again and will receive you 

to Myself, so that where I am you also may be. 
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; no one comes to 

the Father except through Me. 
John 14:10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words 

that I say to you I do not speak from Myself, but the Father who abides in Me 
does His works. 

John 14:11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; but if not, believe 
because of the works themselves. 

John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, that He may 
be with you forever, 

John 14:17 Even the Spirit of reality, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not 
behold Him or know Him; but you know Him, because He abides with you and 
shall be in you. 

John 14:18 I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 
John 14:20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 
John 14:26 But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He 

will teach you all things and remind you of all the things which I have said to 
you. 

John 15:1 I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman. 
John 15:4 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it 

abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he 

bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
John 15:16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and I set you that you should go forth 

and bear fruit and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the 
Father in My name, He may give you. 

John 15:26 But when the Comforter comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of reality, who proceeds from the Father, He will testify concerning Me; 

Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ, 

Eph 1:4 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
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without blemish before Him in love, 
Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 

the good pleasure of His will, 
Eph 1:6 To the praise of the glory of His grace, with which He graced us in the Beloved; 
Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of offenses, 

according to the riches of His grace, 
Eph 1:8 Which He caused to abound to us in all wisdom and prudence, 
Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, 

which He purposed in Himself, 
Eph 1:10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, 

the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him; 
Eph 1:11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been 

predestinated according to the purpose of the One who works all things 
according to the counsel of His will, 

Eph 1:12 That we would be to the praise of His glory who have first hoped in Christ, 
Eph 1:13 In whom you also, having heard the word of the truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, in Him also believing, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of the 
promise, 

Eph 1:14 Who is the pledge of our inheritance unto the redemption of the acquired 
possession, to the praise of His glory. 

Eph 1:15 Therefore I also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is among you 
and your love to all the saints, 

Eph 1:16 Do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers, 
Eph 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a 

spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him, 
Eph 1:18 The eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that you may know what is the 

hope of His calling, and what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints, 

Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, 
according to the operation of the might of His strength, 

Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating 
Him at His right hand in the heavenlies, 

Eph 1:21 Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is 
named not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 

Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 
things to the church, 

Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 2:18 For through Him we both have access in one Spirit unto the Father. 
Eph 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the household of God, 
Eph 2:20 Being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 

Himself being the cornerstone; 
Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in 

the Lord; 
Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, 
Eph 3:18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and 

length and height and depth are 
Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled 

unto all the fullness of God. 
Eph 3:20 But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power which operates in us, 
Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations 

forever and ever. Amen. 
Eph 4:4 One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your 

calling; 
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Eph 4:5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
Eph 4:6 One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

C. The anointing oil used to anoint the tabernacle in Exodus 40:9 typifies God the Spirit 

compounded with the Triune God, Christ’s humanity, Christ’s death with its effectiveness, 

and Christ’s resurrection with its power—30:23-25: 
Exo 40:9 And you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and 

sanctify it and all its utensils; and it shall be holy. 
Exo 30:23 You also take the finest spices: of flowing myrrh five hundred shekels, and of fragrant 

cinnamon half as much, two hundred fifty shekels, and of fragrant calamus two 
hundred fifty shekels,  

Exo 30:24 And of cassia five hundred shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, and a 
hin of olive oil. 

Exo 30:25 And you shall make it a holy anointing oil, a fragrant ointment compounded according 
to the work of a compounder; it shall be a holy anointing oil. 

1. The anointing oil corresponds to the Spirit after Christ’s resurrection—John 7:39. 
John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were 

about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been 
glorified. 

2. As the anointing oil, the Spirit first anoints us, and then as the pillar of cloud and fire, 

He leads and guides us—Exo. 40:9, 36-38. 
Exo 40:9 And you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in 

it, and sanctify it and all its utensils; and it shall be holy. 
Exo 40:36 And whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of 

Israel set out on all their journeys; 
Exo 40:37 But if the cloud was not taken up, they did not set out until the day that it was 

taken up. 
Exo 40:38 For the cloud of Jehovah was upon the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in 

it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel on all their journeys. 

D. The Triune God was embodied in Christ as the tabernacle for the purpose of dispensing 

Himself into His redeemed people for their enjoyment of all the riches of His being—vv. 2, 

34-35: 
Exo 40:2 On the first day of the first month you shall raise up the tabernacle of the Tent of 

Meeting. 
Exo 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the 

tabernacle. 
Exo 40:35 And Moses was not able to enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud settled on it 

and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 

1. Everything that is mentioned in the New Testament concerning God is related to the 

divine dispensing for the divine economy—Rom. 8:3, 11; Eph. 1:3-23: 
Rom 8:3 For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, 

sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh, 

Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit who indwells you. 

Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ, 

Eph 1:4 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
without blemish before Him in love, 

Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 
the good pleasure of His will, 

Eph 1:6 To the praise of the glory of His grace, with which He graced us in the Beloved; 
Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of offenses, 

according to the riches of His grace, 
Eph 1:8 Which He caused to abound to us in all wisdom and prudence, 
Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, 

which He purposed in Himself, 
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Eph 1:10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, 
the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him; 

Eph 1:11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been 
predestinated according to the purpose of the One who works all things 
according to the counsel of His will, 

Eph 1:12 That we would be to the praise of His glory who have first hoped in Christ, 
Eph 1:13 In whom you also, having heard the word of the truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, in Him also believing, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of the 
promise, 

Eph 1:14 Who is the pledge of our inheritance unto the redemption of the acquired 
possession, to the praise of His glory. 

Eph 1:15 Therefore I also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is among you 
and your love to all the saints, 

Eph 1:16 Do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers, 
Eph 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a 

spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him, 
Eph 1:18 The eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that you may know what is the 

hope of His calling, and what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints, 

Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, 
according to the operation of the might of His strength, 

Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating 
Him at His right hand in the heavenlies, 

Eph 1:21 Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is 
named not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 

Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 
things to the church, 

Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 

a. The revelation concerning the Triune God in the holy Word is not for doctrinal 

understanding but for the dispensing of God in His Divine Trinity into His 

chosen and redeemed people for their experience and enjoyment—2 Cor. 13:14. 
2 Cor 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

b. The Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—has been processed to 

become the life-giving Spirit so that we can drink of Him and that He can 

become our enjoyment; this is the divine dispensing of the Divine Trinity—John 

1:14; 4:14; 7:37-39; 1 Cor. 12:13; 15:45b. 
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld 

His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and 
reality. 

John 4:14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means 
thirst forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring 
of water springing up into eternal life. 

John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried 
out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 

John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being 
shall flow rivers of living water. 

John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him 
were about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not 
yet been glorified. 

1 Cor 12:13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews 
or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit. 

1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 

c. The Divine Trinity is for the divine dispensing, that is, for the distribution of God 

into the believers in Christ; the Father as the origin is the fountain, the Son as the 

expression is the spring, and the Spirit as the transmission is the flow—John 

4:14; 7:37-39. 



98  

John 4:14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means 
thirst forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring 
of water springing up into eternal life. 

John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried 
out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 

John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being 
shall flow rivers of living water. 

John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him 
were about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not 
yet been glorified. 

2. In type, the children of Israel enjoyed and possessed the Triune God in the divine 

dispensing and mingling, and the Triune God enjoyed and possessed them—Psa. 36:8-

9. 
Psa 36:8 They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, / And You cause them to 

drink of the river of Your pleasures. 
Psa 36:9 For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your light we see light. 

3. The New Testament reveals the full reality of the divine dispensing and mingling of 

the Triune God with His redeemed ones—Rom. 8:11; Eph. 3:16-21. 
Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 

who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit who indwells you. 

Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 

Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, 

Eph 3:18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and 
length and height and depth are 

Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled 
unto all the fullness of God. 

Eph 3:20 But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power which operates in us, 

Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations 
forever and ever. Amen. 

4. Ephesians is composed with the Divine Trinity as its basic element and structure, and 

every chapter reveals the Triune God; thus, Ephesians is a clear explanation and 

definition of the tabernacle in Exodus 40—Eph. 1:3-14, 22-23; 2:18-22; 3:16-21; 4:4-

6, 16; 5:19-20, 23, 25-26, 30, 32; 6:10-11. 
Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ, 
Eph 1:4 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and 

without blemish before Him in love, 
Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 

the good pleasure of His will, 
Eph 1:6 To the praise of the glory of His grace, with which He graced us in the Beloved; 
Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of offenses, 

according to the riches of His grace, 
Eph 1:8 Which He caused to abound to us in all wisdom and prudence, 
Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, 

which He purposed in Himself, 
Eph 1:10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, 

the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him; 
Eph 1:11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been 

predestinated according to the purpose of the One who works all things 
according to the counsel of His will, 

Eph 1:12 That we would be to the praise of His glory who have first hoped in Christ, 
Eph 1:13 In whom you also, having heard the word of the truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, in Him also believing, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of the 



99  

promise, 
Eph 1:14 Who is the pledge of our inheritance unto the redemption of the acquired 

possession, to the praise of His glory. 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 

things to the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 2:18 For through Him we both have access in one Spirit unto the Father. 
Eph 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the household of God, 
Eph 2:20 Being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 

Himself being the cornerstone; 
Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in 

the Lord; 
Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, 
Eph 3:18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and 

length and height and depth are 
Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled 

unto all the fullness of God. 
Eph 3:20 But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power which operates in us, 
Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations 

forever and ever. Amen. 
Eph 4:4 One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your 

calling; 
Eph 4:5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
Eph 4:6 One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together 

through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure 
of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in 
love. 

Eph 5:19 Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
psalming with your heart to the Lord, 

Eph 5:20 Giving thanks at all times for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
our God and Father, 

Eph 5:23 For a husband is head of the wife as also Christ is Head of the church, He 
Himself being the Savior of the Body. 

Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her 

Eph 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the 
word, 

Eph 5:30 Because we are members of His Body. 
Eph 5:32 This mystery is great, but I speak with regard to Christ and the church. 
Eph 6:10 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength. 
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the 

stratagems of the devil, 

5. The divine dispensing of the Divine Trinity is the unique way to build up the church, 

which is the Body of Christ and the dwelling place of God—4:12, 16; 2:21-22; 1 Tim. 

3:15. 
Eph 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the building 

up of the Body of Christ, 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together 

through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure 
of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in 
love. 
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Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in 
the Lord; 

Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
1 Tim 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the 

house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the 
truth. 

6. We need a vision of the central matter in the Bible—the divine intention, the divine 

economy, and the divine dispensing of the Divine Trinity into the believers in Christ 

for the building up of the church as the Body of Christ, which will consummate in the 

New Jerusalem as the eternal corporate expression of the Triune God—Eph. 1:5, 9-11, 

22-23; 3:14-21; 4:16; Rev. 21:2, 10-11. 
Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 

the good pleasure of His will, 
Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, 

which He purposed in Himself, 
Eph 1:10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, 

the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him; 
Eph 1:11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been 

predestinated according to the purpose of the One who works all things 
according to the counsel of His will, 

Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 
things to the church, 

Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 3:14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father, 
Eph 3:15 Of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, 
Eph 3:18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and 

length and height and depth are 
Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled 

unto all the fullness of God. 
Eph 3:20 But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power which operates in us, 
Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations 

forever and ever. Amen. 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together 

through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure 
of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in 
love. 

Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed 
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 
stone, as clear as crystal. 

 

IV. In Old Testament times, the house of God was the house of Israel, represented 

by the tabernacle and later by the temple—Lev. 22:18; Num. 12:7; Exo. 25:8; 

Ezek. 37:26-27: 
Lev 22:18 Speak to Aaron and to his sons and to all the children of Israel, and say to them, When 

anyone of the house of Israel or of the sojourners in Israel presents his offering, whether it 
is any of their vows or any of their freewill offerings which they present to Jehovah for a 
burnt offering; 

Num 12:7 My servant Moses is not so; / He is faithful in all My house. 
Exo 25:8 And let them make a sanctuary for Me that I may dwell in their midst; 
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Ezek 37:26 I will also make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with 
them. And I will set them there and multiply them, and I will set My sanctuary in their midst 
forever,  

Ezek 37:27 And My tabernacle will be with them; and I will be their God, and they will be My people. 

A. The children of Israel, as the people of God, are a type of the New Testament believers—1 

Cor. 9:24—10:11: 
1 Cor 9:24 Do you not know that those who run on a racecourse all run, but one receives the 

prize? Run in this way, that you may lay hold. 
1 Cor 9:25 And everyone who contends exercises self-control in all things; they then, that they 

may receive a corruptible crown, but we, an incorruptible. 
1 Cor 9:26 I therefore run in this way, not as though without a clear aim; I box in this way, not as 

though beating the air; 
1 Cor 9:27 But I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest perhaps having preached to others, I 

myself may become disapproved. 
1 Cor 10:1 For I do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, that all our fathers were under the 

cloud, and all passed through the sea; 
1 Cor 10:2 And all were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 
1 Cor 10:3 And all ate the same spiritual food, 
1 Cor 10:4 And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed 

them, and the rock was Christ. 
1 Cor 10:5 But with most of them God was not well pleased, for they were strewn along in the 

wilderness. 
1 Cor 10:6 Now these things occurred as examples to us, that we should not be ones who lust 

after evil things, even as they also lusted. 
1 Cor 10:7 Neither become idolaters, as some of them did; as it is written, "The people sat down 

to eat and drink, and stood up to play." 
1 Cor 10:8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed fornication, and there 

fell in one day twenty-three thousand. 
1 Cor 10:9 Neither let us test Christ, as some of them tested Him and were destroyed by the 

serpents. 
1 Cor 10:10 Neither murmur, just as some of them murmured and perished by the destroyer. 
1 Cor 10:11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our 

admonition, unto whom the ends of the ages have come. 

1. Their entire history is a prefigure of the church. 

2. Today the house of God is actually the church—Heb. 3:6; 1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Pet. 4:17. 
Heb 3:6 But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house, whose house we are if indeed 

we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end. 
1 Tim 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the 

house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the 
truth. 

1 Pet 4:17 For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God; and if first from 
us, what will be the end of those who disobey the gospel of God? 

B. At the end of Genesis an individual Israel was produced as a miniature of God’s house to 

express God and represent Him by exercising His authority. 

C. At the end of Exodus a corporate Israel was produced as God’s house to express God and 

represent Him by exercising His authority on earth—Exo. 40:2, 34-38. 
Exo 40:2 On the first day of the first month you shall raise up the tabernacle of the Tent of 

Meeting. 
Exo 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the 

tabernacle. 
Exo 40:35 And Moses was not able to enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud settled on it 

and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 
Exo 40:36 And whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel 

set out on all their journeys; 
Exo 40:37 But if the cloud was not taken up, they did not set out until the day that it was taken 

up. 
Exo 40:38 For the cloud of Jehovah was upon the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in it by 
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night, in the sight of all the house of Israel on all their journeys. 

D. The goal of God’s eternal purpose is to have a corporate people to be His dwelling place for 

His expression and representation in eternity—Eph. 2:21: 
Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the 

Lord; 

1. The books of Genesis and Exodus together consummate with God’s tabernacle, His 

dwelling place, filled with His glory—Exo. 40:2, 34. 
Exo 40:2 On the first day of the first month you shall raise up the tabernacle of the Tent 

of Meeting. 
Exo 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the 

tabernacle. 

2. Likewise, the entire Bible consummates in the New Jerusalem as the eternal tabernacle 

of God filled with the glory of God and exercising His authority for His divine 

administration for eternity—Rev. 21:2-3, 10-11; 22:1, 5. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:3 And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 

God is with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His 
peoples, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed 
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 
stone, as clear as crystal. 

Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of 
the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 

Rev 22:5 And night will be no more; and they have no need of the light of a lamp and of 
the light of the sun, for the Lord God will shine upon them; and they will reign 
forever and ever. 

 


