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Crystallization-Study Outlines 
 

GENESIS (1) 
 

Message Seven 

The River of Water of Life 
 

Scripture Reading: Gen. 2:10-14; Exo. 17:6; Psa. 72:8; Jer. 2:13; John 4:14; Rev. 22:1 
Gen 2:10 And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided and became four 

branches. 
Gen 2:11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of Havilah, where 

there is gold. 
Gen 2:12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 
Gen 2:13 And the name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of Cush. 
Gen 2:14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one that goes east of Asshur. And the fourth 

river is the Euphrates. 
Exo 17:6 I will be standing before you there upon the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and 

water will come out of it so that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders 
of Israel. 

Psa 72:8 And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth. 
Jer 2:13 For My people have committed two evils: / They have forsaken Me, / The fountain of living 

waters, / To hew out for themselves cisterns, / Broken cisterns, / Which hold no water. 
John 4:14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst forever; but the water 

that I will give him will become in him a spring of water springing up into eternal life. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 

and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 
 

I. In the Scriptures the concept of the river of water of life, the divine stream, the unique 

flow, is crucial—Psa. 46:4a; John 7:37-39; Rev. 22:1: 
Psa 46:4a There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, … 
John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 
John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow rivers 

of living water. 
John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about to 

receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 

God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 

A. The Bible reveals the flowing Triune God—the Father as the fountain of life, the Son as the 

spring of life, and the Spirit as the river of life—Jer. 2:13; Psa. 36:9a; John 4:14; 7:37-39. 
Jer 2:13 For My people have committed two evils: / They have forsaken Me, / The fountain of 

living waters, / To hew out for themselves cisterns, / Broken cisterns, / Which hold no 
water. 

Psa 36:9a For with You is the fountain of life; … 
John 4:14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst forever; 

but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water springing up into 
eternal life. 

John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 

John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow 
rivers of living water. 

John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about 
to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

B. In the Scriptures there is only one flow, only one divine stream; the divine stream, which 

has been flowing throughout the generations, is uniquely one—Gen. 2:10-14; Rev. 22:1. 
Gen 2:10 And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided and 

became four branches. 
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Gen 2:11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of 
Havilah, where there is gold. 

Gen 2:12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 
Gen 2:13 And the name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that goes around the whole 

land of Cush. 
Gen 2:14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one that goes east of Asshur. And 

the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the 

throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 
 

II. “A river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided and became 

four branches”—Gen. 2:10: 
A. The river here signifies the river of water of life, along which the tree of life grows—Rev. 

22:1-2. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the 

throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 
Rev 22:2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve 

fruits, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. 

B. The river going forth from Eden signifies the river of water of life flowing forth from God, 

indicating that God is the source of the living water for man to drink—v. 1; cf. John 4:10; 

7:37. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the 

throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 
John 4:10 Jesus answered and said to her, If you knew the gift of God and who it is who says to 

you, Give Me a drink, you would have asked Him, and He would have given you 
living water. 

John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 

C. The number four signifies man, the creature (Ezek. 1:5); the one river becoming four 

branches signifies that the one river flows out of the unique God (signified by the number 

one) as the source and center to reach man in every direction. 
Ezek 1:5 And from the midst of it there came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was 

their appearance: They had the likeness of a man. 
 

III. The seed of the river of water of life, the divine stream, is sown in Genesis 2:10-14, the 

growth occurs in the following books of the Bible, and the harvest is in Revelation—Psa. 

46:4a; John 7:37-39; Rev. 7:17; 22:17b: 
Gen 2:10 And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided and became 

four branches. 
Gen 2:11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of Havilah, 

where there is gold. 
Gen 2:12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 
Gen 2:13 And the name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of 

Cush. 
Gen 2:14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one that goes east of Asshur. And the 

fourth river is the Euphrates. 
Psa 46:4a There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, … 
John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 
John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow rivers 

of living water. 
John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about to 

receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
Rev 7:17 For the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and guide them to 

springs of waters of life; and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 
Rev 22:17b … And let him who is thirsty come; let him who wills take the water of life freely. 
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A. Christ as the living, spiritual rock was smitten by the authority of God’s law so that the 

water of life in resurrection could flow out of Him and into His redeemed people for them 

to drink—Exo. 17:6; John 19:34; 1 Cor. 10:4: 
Exo 17:6 I will be standing before you there upon the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the 

rock, and water will come out of it so that the people may drink. And Moses did so in 
the sight of the elders of Israel. 

John 19:34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately there came out 
blood and water. 

1 Cor 10:4 And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed 
them, and the rock was Christ. 

1. The living water is the water of life in resurrection, the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit 

as the ultimate issue of the Triune God—15:45b: 
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 

a. Resurrection denotes something that has been put to death and is alive again; 

resurrection also denotes life that springs forth from something that has passed 

through death—John 11:25; Acts 2:24; Rev. 1:18. 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into 

Me, even if he should die, shall live; 
Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was 

not possible for Him to be held by it. 
Rev 1:18 And the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am living forever 

and ever; and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 

b. Because the water of life is in resurrection, it is victorious and transcends every 

negative thing—Eph. 1:19-22; 2:5-6. 
Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who 

believe, according to the operation of the might of His strength, 
Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and 

seating Him at His right hand in the heavenlies, 
Eph 1:21 Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name 

that is named not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head 

over all things to the church, 
Eph 2:5 Even when we were dead in offenses, made us alive together with Christ 

(by grace you have been saved) 
Eph 2:6 And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in 

the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, 

c. When we drink the water of life in resurrection, we be- come persons in 

resurrection and of resurrection—1 Cor. 10:4; 2 Cor. 1:9; 4:14. 
1 Cor 10:4 And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock 

which followed them, and the rock was Christ. 
2 Cor 1:9 Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should 

not base our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead; 
2 Cor 4:14 Knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus 

and will make us stand before Him with you. 

2. We need to drink and flow the water of life in resurrection—John 7:37-39: 
John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, 

saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 
John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall 

flow rivers of living water. 
John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were 

about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

a. When we identify ourselves with the smitten Christ, the divine life as the living 

water flows out of us—Exo. 17:6; John 7:38. 
Exo 17:6 I will be standing before you there upon the rock in Horeb; and you shall 

strike the rock, and water will come out of it so that the people may drink. 
And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
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John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost 
being shall flow rivers of living water. 

b. If we drink and flow the water of life in resurrection, we will be “the brook” 

(signifying the overcomers) from which Christ will drink as He is taking the 

lead to fight in the day of His warfare—Psa. 110:7. 
Psa 110:7 He will drink from the brook by the way; / Therefore He will lift up His head.  

3. In Numbers 20:8 God told Moses to “take the rod” and “speak to the rock…so that it 

yields its water”: 
Num 20:8 Take the rod, and gather the assembly, you and Aaron your brother, and speak 

to the rock before their eyes, so that it yields its water. Thus you shall bring 
forth water for them out of the rock and give the assembly and their livestock 
something to drink. 

a. To “take the rod” is to identify with Christ in His death and apply the death of 

Christ to ourselves and our situation. 

b. To “speak to the rock” is to speak a direct word to Christ as the smitten rock, 

asking Him to give us the Spirit of life based on the fact that the Spirit has 

already been given—John 4:10. 
John 4:10 Jesus answered and said to her, If you knew the gift of God and who it is 

who says to you, Give Me a drink, you would have asked Him, and He 
would have given you living water. 

B. The good land, a type of the all-inclusive Christ, is “a land of waterbrooks, of springs and 

of fountains”—Deut. 8:7: 
Deut 8:7 For Jehovah your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of 

springs and of fountains, flowing forth in valleys and in mountains; 

1. The fountain is the source, the spring is the issue of the source, and the waterbrook, or 

the river, is the flow. 

2. The water in the good land flows forth “in valleys and in mountains”—v. 7b: 
Deut 8:7b … a land of waterbrooks, of springs and of fountains, flowing forth in valleys 

and in mountains; 

a. “Flowing forth in valleys and in mountains” indicates that Christ as the living 

water flows in different environments. 

b. The valleys are the experiences of the cross, the experiences of the death of 

Christ, and the mountains are the experiences of Christ’s resurrection—2 Cor. 

1:9; 4:11, 14. 
2 Cor 1:9 Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we 

should not base our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the 
dead; 

2 Cor 4:11 For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' 
sake that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 

2 Cor 4:14 Knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus 
and will make us stand before Him with you. 

C. Psalm 72:8 reveals that, in His reigning, Christ “will have dominion…from the River unto 

the ends of the earth”: 
Psa 72:8 And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the 

earth. 

1. The Lord’s kingdom will spread to the ends of the earth by His flowing as a river; He 

will have dominion and will flow as a river to the ends of the earth; where the flow is, 

there His dominion will be—Rev. 11:15; Joel 3:18. 
Rev 11:15 And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, 

saying, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever. 

Joel 3:18 And in that day / The mountains will drop down fresh wine, / And the hills will flow 
with milk; / And all the waterways of Judah / Will flow with water, / And a fountain 
will go forth from the house of Jehovah, / And it will water the valley of Shittim. 
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2. The Lord Jesus will recover the earth by means of the river that will flow from 

Jerusalem (Ezek. 47:1-12; Joel 3:18); this river will reach all the earth in four 

directions, as in Genesis 2:10-14. 
Ezek 47:1 Then He brought me back to the entrance of the house, and there was water 

flowing out from under the threshold of the house to the east (for the house 
faced east); and the water flowed down below the south side of the house, on 
the south of the altar. 

Ezek 47:2 Then He brought me out by the way of the north gate and led me around on 
the way outside to the outer gate, on the way to the gate that faces east; and 
there the water was running out on the south side. 

Ezek 47:3 When the man went out to the east with the line in His hand, He measured a 
thousand cubits; and He led me through the water, water that was to the ankles. 

Ezek 47:4 Then He measured a thousand cubits and led me through the water, water that 
was to the knees. Then He measured a thousand cubits and led me through 
the water, water that was to the loins. 

Ezek 47:5 Then He measured a thousand cubits, and it was a river that I could not pass 
through; for the water had risen, enough water to swim in, a river that could not 
be crossed. 

Ezek 47:6 And He said to me, Son of man, have you seen this? Then He led me and 
brought me back along the bank of the river. 

Ezek 47:7 And when I returned, there were very many trees on the bank of the river, on 
one side and on the other. 

Ezek 47:8 Then said He to me, This water flows out toward the eastern region and goes 
down into the Arabah and goes to the sea; when it flows into the sea, the water 
of the sea is healed. 

Ezek 47:9 And every living creature which swarms in every place where the river goes 
shall live, and there will be very many fish when this water comes there. And 
the water of the sea shall be healed, and everything shall live wherever the 
river comes. 

Ezek 47:10 And fishermen will stand beside the sea from En-gedi even to En-eglaim; it will 
be a place for the spreading of nets. Their fish shall be according to their kinds, 
like the fish of the Great Sea, very many. 

Ezek 47:11 But its swamps and its marshes will not be healed; they shall be left for salt. 
Ezek 47:12 And on the banks on both sides of the river will grow all kinds of trees for food. 

Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail; but they will bring forth new 
fruit every month, because the water for them flows out of the sanctuary. And 
their fruit shall be for food, and their leaves for healing. 

Joel 3:18 And in that day / The mountains will drop down fresh wine, / And the hills will flow 
with milk; / And all the waterways of Judah / Will flow with water, / And a fountain 
will go forth from the house of Jehovah, / And it will water the valley of Shittim. 

Gen 2:10 And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided 
and became four branches. 

Gen 2:11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of 
Havilah, where there is gold. 

Gen 2:12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 
Gen 2:13 And the name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that goes around the 

whole land of Cush. 
Gen 2:14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one that goes east of 

Asshur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 

D. God’s intention in His economy is to be the fountain, the source, of living waters to satisfy 

His chosen people for their enjoyment—Jer. 2:13: 
Jer 2:13 For My people have committed two evils: / They have forsaken Me, / The fountain of 

living waters, / To hew out for themselves cisterns, / Broken cisterns, / Which hold no 
water. 

1. God wants us to take Him as the fountain of living waters, the unique source of our 

living—Rom. 11:36. 
Rom 11:36 Because out from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be 

the glory forever. Amen. 
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2. God’s goal in being the fountain of living waters is to pro- duce the church as His 

increase to be His fullness for His expression; this is the heart’s desire, the good 

pleasure, of God in His economy—Eph. 1:5, 9, 22-23: 
Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 

the good pleasure of His will, 
Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, 

which He purposed in Himself, 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 

things to the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 

a. God needs to be the fountain of living waters to His elect because He has an 

economy, and His economy is to produce a counterpart, a bride, for Himself—

John 3:29a; 4:14; Rev. 19:7-8. 
John 3:29a He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, 

who stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's 
voice. … 

John 4:14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means 
thirst forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring 
of water springing up into eternal life. 

Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage 
of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. 

Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright 
and clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 

b. Our drinking of God as the fountain of living waters is for the church as His 

increase; our drinking is for the producing of His enlargement, His fullness, for 

His expression—John 4:14; 3:29a, 30a; 1 Cor. 12:12-13. 
John 4:14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means 

thirst forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring 
of water springing up into eternal life. 

John 3:29a He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, 
who stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's 
voice. … 

John 3:30a He must increase, … 
1 Cor 12:12 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the 

members of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ. 
1 Cor 12:13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews 

or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit. 

c. Nothing apart from God as the fountain of living waters can quench our thirst 

and satisfy us; nothing apart from God dispensed into our being can make us 

His increase for His expression—Rev. 22:1, 17. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding 

out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 
Rev 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, 

Come! And let him who is thirsty come; let him who wills take the water 
of life freely. 

E. In Ezekiel 47:1-12 we have the vision of the water flowing out from the house: 
Ezek 47:1 Then He brought me back to the entrance of the house, and there was water flowing 

out from under the threshold of the house to the east (for the house faced east); and 
the water flowed down below the south side of the house, on the south of the altar. 

Ezek 47:2 Then He brought me out by the way of the north gate and led me around on the way 
outside to the outer gate, on the way to the gate that faces east; and there the water 
was running out on the south side. 

Ezek 47:3 When the man went out to the east with the line in His hand, He measured a 
thousand cubits; and He led me through the water, water that was to the ankles. 
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Ezek 47:4 Then He measured a thousand cubits and led me through the water, water that was 
to the knees. Then He measured a thousand cubits and led me through the water, 
water that was to the loins. 

Ezek 47:5 Then He measured a thousand cubits, and it was a river that I could not pass 
through; for the water had risen, enough water to swim in, a river that could not be 
crossed. 

Ezek 47:6 And He said to me, Son of man, have you seen this? Then He led me and brought 
me back along the bank of the river. 

Ezek 47:7 And when I returned, there were very many trees on the bank of the river, on one 
side and on the other. 

Ezek 47:8 Then said He to me, This water flows out toward the eastern region and goes down 
into the Arabah and goes to the sea; when it flows into the sea, the water of the sea 
is healed. 

Ezek 47:9 And every living creature which swarms in every place where the river goes shall live, 
and there will be very many fish when this water comes there. And the water of the 
sea shall be healed, and everything shall live wherever the river comes. 

Ezek 47:10 And fishermen will stand beside the sea from En-gedi even to En-eglaim; it will be a 
place for the spreading of nets. Their fish shall be according to their kinds, like the 
fish of the Great Sea, very many. 

Ezek 47:11 But its swamps and its marshes will not be healed; they shall be left for salt. 
Ezek 47:12 And on the banks on both sides of the river will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their 

leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail; but they will bring forth new fruit every 
month, because the water for them flows out of the sanctuary. And their fruit shall be 
for food, and their leaves for healing. 

1. The water here signifies the Triune God as the water of life flowing out from eternity 

to quench the thirst of His people—John 4:14; Rev. 22:1, 17. 
John 4:14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst 

forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 
springing up into eternal life. 

Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of 
the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 

Rev 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, Come! And 
let him who is thirsty come; let him who wills take the water of life freely. 

2. The deeper the water is, the more we abandon our self-effort, forsake our own 

direction, and allow the flow to carry us on—Ezek. 47:3-5. 
Ezek 47:3 When the man went out to the east with the line in His hand, He measured a 

thousand cubits; and He led me through the water, water that was to the ankles. 
Ezek 47:4 Then He measured a thousand cubits and led me through the water, water that 

was to the knees. Then He measured a thousand cubits and led me through 
the water, water that was to the loins. 

Ezek 47:5 Then He measured a thousand cubits, and it was a river that I could not pass 
through; for the water had risen, enough water to swim in, a river that could not 
be crossed. 

F. The Gospel of John portrays the flowing Triune God—4:14: 
John 4:14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst forever; 

but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water springing up into 
eternal life. 

1. The Triune God flows in the Divine Trinity in three stages: the Father is the fountain, 

the Son is the spring, and the Spirit is the river. 

2. This flowing Triune God is “into eternal life”; into speaks of destination, which is the 

New Jerusalem as the totality of the eternal life—Rev. 22:1. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of 

the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 

3. The Father as the fountain, the Son as the spring, and the Spirit as the river flow into 

us and with us into the New Jerusalem to be the New Jerusalem—21:10-11; 22:1: 
Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed 

me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
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Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 
stone, as clear as crystal. 

Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of 
the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 

4. The Father as the fountain, the Son as the spring, and the Spirit as the river all take 

the New Jerusalem as Their eternal goal. 

G. Revelation 22:1 speaks of “a river of water of life”: 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the 

throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 

1. This river, typified by the rivers in Genesis 2:10-14, Psalm 46:4a, and Ezekiel 47:5-9, 

signifies the abundance of life in its flow: 
Gen 2:10 And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided 

and became four branches. 
Gen 2:11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of 

Havilah, where there is gold. 
Gen 2:12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 
Gen 2:13 And the name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that goes around the 

whole land of Cush. 
Gen 2:14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one that goes east of 

Asshur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
Psa 46:4a There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, … 
Ezek 47:5 Then He measured a thousand cubits, and it was a river that I could not pass 

through; for the water had risen, enough water to swim in, a river that could not 
be crossed. 

Ezek 47:6 And He said to me, Son of man, have you seen this? Then He led me and 
brought me back along the bank of the river. 

Ezek 47:7 And when I returned, there were very many trees on the bank of the river, on 
one side and on the other. 

Ezek 47:8 Then said He to me, This water flows out toward the eastern region and goes 
down into the Arabah and goes to the sea; when it flows into the sea, the water 
of the sea is healed. 

Ezek 47:9 And every living creature which swarms in every place where the river goes 
shall live, and there will be very many fish when this water comes there. And 
the water of the sea shall be healed, and everything shall live wherever the 
river comes. 

a. It is one river, flowing to the four corners of the holy city, like the one river in 

Genesis 2:10-14, which parts into four branches. 
Gen 2:10 And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it 

divided and became four branches. 
Gen 2:11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that goes around the whole 

land of Havilah, where there is gold. 
Gen 2:12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 
Gen 2:13 And the name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that goes around 

the whole land of Cush. 
Gen 2:14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one that goes east of 

Asshur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 

b. As indicated in John 7:38, this one river with its riches becomes many rivers in 

our experience of the different aspects of God’s Spirit of life—Rom. 8:2; 15:30; 

1 Thes. 1:6; 2 Thes. 2:13; Gal. 5:22-23. 
John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost 

being shall flow rivers of living water. 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law 

of sin and of death. 
Rom 15:30 Now I exhort you, brothers, through our Lord Jesus Christ and through 

the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on 
my behalf, 
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1 Thes 1:6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the 
word in much affliction with joy of the Holy Spirit, 

2 Thes 2:13 But we ought to thank God always concerning you, brothers beloved of 
the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning unto salvation in 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, 

Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 

Gal 5:23 Meekness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

c. The water of life is a symbol of God in Christ as the Spirit flowing Himself into 

His redeemed people to be their life and life supply. 

d. This water is typified by the water that came out of the riven rock and 

symbolized by the water that flowed out of the Lord’s pierced side—Exo. 17:6; 

John 19:34. 
Exo 17:6 I will be standing before you there upon the rock in Horeb; and you shall 

strike the rock, and water will come out of it so that the people may drink. 
And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

John 19:34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately 
there came out blood and water. 

e. In Revelation 22:1 the water of life becomes a river, proceeding out of the 

throne of God and of the Lamb to supply and saturate the entire New Jerusalem; 

thus, this city is filled with the divine life so that it may ex- press God in His 

glory of life—21:23. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding 

out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 
Rev 21:23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon that they should 

shine in it, for the glory of God illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 

2. The river of water of life proceeds “out of the throne of God and of the Lamb”—22:1: 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of 

the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 

a. In eternity God who sits on the throne is the Lamb-God, our redeeming God, 

from whose throne proceeds the river of water of life for our supply and 

satisfaction. 

b. This depicts how the Triune God—God, the Lamb, and the Spirit, who is 

symbolized by the water of life—dispenses Himself into His redeemed people 

under His headship (implied in the authority of the throne) for eternity.  

 

  




